WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2023

. MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS, THE CITY
ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK WERE IN ATTENDANCE.

. MAYOR ARVIEW ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
OCTOBER 10, 2023 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED NEW COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND LABORERS
LOCAL 773/DISPATCHERS TO COVER THE PERIOD OF MARCH 1,2023
THROUGH FEBRUARY 28,2026. THE MAYOR STATED THAT THIS ITEM
WILL BE TABLED, SOME OF THE COMMISSIONERS HAVE NOT HAD A
CHANCE TO REVIEW THIS AGREEMENT. ALSO, WE HAVE BEEN IN
CONTACT WITH THE ATTORNEY FOR THE DISPATCHERS AND THE
F.O.P. THAT WE ARE PROBABLY GOING TO HAVE READY TO PRESENT
FOR NEXT MEETING. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A ZONING VARIANCE FOR 706
NORTH LINCOLN STREET. THE MAYOR STATED THISISFORB & J
CONSTRUCTION. THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS HAVE APPROVED
THIS VARIANCE, WITH THE AGREEMENT OF BUILDING A FENCE. THIS
WILL ALLOW THEM TO CONTINUE BUSINESS WHERE THEY ARE
LOCATED AS LONG AS THEY MEET THE TIME FRAME THEY WERE
GIVEN. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING A CONSULTING CONTRACT WITH RETAIL STRATEGIES IN
THE AMOUNT OF $130,000.00 PAID OVER THREE YEARS. THE MAYOR
STATED THE FIRST YEAR WOULD BE $50,000, THE NEXT TWO YEARS
WOULD BE $40,000 EACH. THEY PRESENTED AT THE IML



CONFERENCE THAT | ATTENDED, AND HAD A LOT OF GOOD
INFORMATION. THEY COMPLETED A GAP ANALYISIS FOR THE CITY,
AND WENT OVER WITH ME ALL OF THE OPPORTUNITES THE CITY
COULD HAVE. THEY WILL ACTIVELY SOLICIT BUSINESSES TO COME
TO WEST FRANKFORT, AND WILL WORK WITH OUR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPER. SOME OF THE BUILDINGS AROUND THE INTERSTATE,
ARE NOT THAT ATTRATIVE, WOULD BE ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS
THEY WOULD BE LOOKING AT. THEY WOULD TRY TO GET AHOLD OF
THE PEOPLE WHO OWN THEM TO SEE IF THEY WOULD WANT TO
SALE, IF THEY ARE THEY WOULD SEE WHAT BUSINESS WOULD WANT
TO GO THERE. MAJORITY OF THEM WILL COME OUT OF TIFF TWO.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED | WOULD LIKE TO GET
INTRODUCED TO THEM AND HEAR FROM THEM WHAT THEIR PLANS
WILL BE. COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED SOME OF OTHER
BUSINESSES HAVE BOUGHT PROPERTY, AND HAVE TRIED TO GET
COMPANIES TO COME HERE AND HAVE NOT HAD ANY SUCCESS.
COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED DO WE KEEP PAYING EVEN IF WE
DON'T GET SOMETHING, OR HOW LONG WILL THEY KEEP TRYING?
THE MAYOR STATED WE WOULD BE OBLIGATED FOR THE THREE
YEARS REGARDLESS HOW IT TURNED OUT. MAYOR STATED THAT WE
COULD TABLE THIS ITEM AND | WILL GET AHOLD OF JOHN TIEDT TO
SEE IF THEY COULD MEET WITH THE COUNCIL TO DISCUSS FURTHER
WHAT THEY WILL BE DOING. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED.

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING CHANGES OF THE TIF AGREEMENT WITH STARBUCKS.
THE MAYOR STATED HE HAD SOME EMAIL CONVERSATION WITH OUR
CITY ATTORNEY, THERE ARE SOME ISSUES WE WILL NEED TO TALK
ABOUT. THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED SHE RECOMMENDS THE
COUNCIL WOULD WANT TIME TO TALK PRIOR TO VOTING ON THIS.
THE MAYOR STATED THEY WILL ADDRESS THESE CONCERNS IN
CLOSED SESSION TONIGHT, AND THEN NEXT MEETING WE WILL
VOTE. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED.

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS THE CONSENT AGENDA:
a. APPROVAL TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,915.42.
b. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM B&J CONSTUCTION, LLC
IN THE AMOUNT OF $23,238.61 FOR REPLACING ROOFS AT 222
AND 228 EAST MAIN STREET.



c. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM THE LIBERTY MUTUAL
INSURANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,787.44 FOR A DEDUCTIBLE
INSURANCE CLAIM.

d. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM ARVIEW PLUMBING
‘COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,838.57 FOR DAMAGES TO
TWO SEWER LINES DUE TO DAMAGES CAUSED BY A FRONTIER
BORING MACHINE.

e. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BRANNAN HYDRAULIC
SERVICE IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,915.00 FOR REPAIRS TO THE
NEW GMC 8500 STREET DEPARTMENT TRUCK.

COMMISONER HOWARD STATED | HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT THE B&J
INVOICE WHEN THEY TORN THE ROOF OFF OF THE WRONG
BUILDING, ARE THEY WANTING US TO PAY FOR BOTH?
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THIS IS FOR 228 E MAIN ST., THE
ONE THEY MESSED UP ON, AND CAME BACK AND ROOFED 222 E
MAIN ST., THE DIFFERENCE IS 228 E MAIN ST. IS A SHORTER
BUILDING THAN 222 E MAIN ST. THEY ARE CHARGING US FOR 222 E
MAIN ST. AND HALF OFF OF 228 E MAIN ST. COMMISSIONER HOWARD
UNDERSTOOD IT BETTER NOW.

COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED ABOUT THE ARVIEW PLUMBING
ONE SINCE THAT HAD TO DO WITH FRONTIER HITTING A LINE. THE
MAYOR STATED ANDREA AND | HAVE TALKED ABOUT THIS, AND WE
WILL APPROVE THE PAYMENT TO ARVIEW PLUMBING, BUT WE WILL
HOLD OFF ON ACTUALLY WRITING THE CHECK, SINCE THE PAYMENT
WILL COME FROM FRONTIER. THE CITY CLERK STATED SHE HAS
CONTACTED FRONTIER THEY HAVE A COPY OF THE BILL, THERE MAY
BE OTHER CHARGES THEY WILL GET LATER ON. COMMISSIONER
WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~ CODES OFFICER SNELL STATED THE

FIRST ONE IS FOR A MANUFACTURED HOME GOING IN AT 1101 E OAK
ST, FOR AMBER MIZE. THE HOUSE WILL BE ROTATED SIDE WAYS,
THE HOUSE WILL BE FACING A DIFFERENT STREET THAN THE
ADDRESS DUE TO THE LOT SIZE. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE SECOND ONE IS FOR A PORTABLE STORAGE SHED BEHIND THE
RESIDENCE ON 214 W 6™ STREET FOR BARBARA BURKITT.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED



BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

THE THIRD ONE IS FOR A GROUND MOUNT SOLAR SYSTEM BEHIND
J&S PHARMACY FOR JOYCE FOGLEMAN. CODE OFFICER SNELL
STATED IN THE PAST WE HAVE ALWAYS DONE SOLAR SYSYEMS AS
ACCESSORY STRUCTURES, SINCE WE DON'T A HAVE DIRECT PERMIT
FOR THEM. THIS ONE WILL COVER A LARGER AREA THAN USUAL,
ABOUT TWENTY-SIX HUNDRED SQUARE FEET OF SOLAR BASICALLY
TAKING UP AN ENTIRE LOT. IT METS EVERYTHING, WE NEED TO DO,
BUT | RECOMMEND THE CITY NEEDS TO CREATE A PERMITTING
SYSTEM THAT DIRECTLY COVERS THIS. A REPRESENTIVE WITH AES
SOLAR, TIMOTHY SERLE, STATED THIS WILL BE DESIGNED TO OFF
SET ALL OF THE ENERGY, INCLUDING THE CLINICS THAT ARE ALSO
INSIDE THE BUILDING, IT IS ALL METERED IN ONE METER. THE
BUSINESS WILL HAVE $10,000 OF ANNUAL SAVINGS. CODES
OFFICERS SNELL STATED SOME OF THE QUESTION IS NOT
NECESSARILY THAT IS GOOD, WE THINK IT'S A GREAT THING, IT IS
MORE ABOUT ITS SURROUNDING PLACES, THIS IS ON THE EDGE OF A
COMMERCIAL ZONE, WITH THE HOUSES SURROUNDING IT. | WILL BE
IN CONTACT WITH THE COMPANY TO SEE WHAT WE CAN DO. THE
COUNCIL AND THE MAYOR AGREED WITH THAD. THIS ITEM WAS
TABLED.

. MAYORS REPORT~

MAYOR ARVIEW STATED SINCE OUR NEXT MEETING IS AFTER
NOVEMBER 11™, HE WANTED TO REMIND EVERYONE THAT
NOVEMBER 11™ IS VERTERNS DAY.

THE CITY IS HAVING A PUBLIC AUCTION ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER
4™ 2023 AT 10 AM. THIS IS BE LOCATED AT THE BUSINESS
INCUBATOR OUT WEST OF TOWN.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LETTER FROM HOMEFIELD
THAT WAS IN THE MAIL, THEY ARE THE AGGREGATOR THE CITY USES
FOR OUR ENERGY TO GET US THE BEST RATES. | RECOMMEND ON
NOT OPTING OUT OF THIS, BUT YOU CAN OPT OUT IF YOU WOULD
LIKE.l JUST WANT TO LET EVERYONE KNOW THAT THIS IS A
LEGITIMATE BUSINESS THAT THE CITY WORKS WITH.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS~



COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIREMAN ARE
BUSY TONIGHT AS YOU CAN SEE, THEY ARE NOT IN ATTENDANCE.
THE POLICE CHIEF IS DOING HIRING INTERVIEWS TONIGHT. BOTH
DEPARTMENTS ARE STAYING BUSY. WHEN I-57 SHUTS DOWN WEST
FRANKFORT KNOWS IT, WE JUST NEED TO BE CAREFUL DRIVING
WHEN THIS HAPPENS.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED | JUST WANT TO LET EVERYONE
KNOW THAT WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO GET AN AUDITOR, AND
THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF AUDITORS. INFACT THE STATE IS GIVING
US A NINTY DAY EXTENSION BECAUSE THEY KNOW THERE IS A
SHORTAGE. | HAVE CONTACTED THREE FIRMS; | HAVE ALREADY
BEEN TURNED DOWN BY TWO, AND THE THIRD ONE IS
CONTEMPLATING. | AM HOPING THAT THEY SAY THEY WILL ATLEAST
SAY THEY WILL COME GIVE US A PROPOSAL. THE SECOND THING |
WANTED TO POINT OUT THAT IS THERE WAS A GRAPH HANDED OUT
LAST MEETING THAT SHOWED THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAD SEVENTY
PERCENT OF THEIR BUDGET WAS ALREADY SPENT. | WOULD LIKE TO
POINT OUT THAT THEY HAD TO DO AN EMERGENCY SPENDING OF AN
AMBULANCE THAT COST $194,500.00, IF YOU TAKE THAT EMERGENCY
EXPENDITURE OUT OF THERE, THEY ARE BACK AROUND FIFTY FIVE
PERCENT OR SO LIKE WE WOULD EXPECT THEM TO BE. | JUST
WANTED TO LET THE PUBLIC KNOW THAT IS WHY THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT LOOKS LIKE THEY ARE SPENDING A LOT. WE HAD TO
REPLACE AN AMBULANCE WE HAD NO CHOICE.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED | KNOW MICHEAL AND HIS GUYS
ARE BUSY DOING EVERYTHING, LIMBS, SIDEWALKS, DITCHES,
PAINTING THE PARKING LOT AT THE VETERAN'S MILITARY MUSEUM,
HELPING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OUT AND EVERYONE ELSE THAT
NEEDS THEM. THEY ARE ALL DOING A GREAT JOB.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED WATER AND SEWER ARE
WOKRING AND KEEPING BUSY. HIGH SCHOOL HAD A BREAK THE
OTHER DAY, AND THEY GOT CALLED OUT EARLY IN THE MORNING.

WE HAD A LAKE MEETING THURDAY NIGHT THERE WAS ONLY TWO
PEOPLE THERE, NO NEW ISSUES THEY ASKED ABOUT LIGHTS AND A
POSTED SPEED LIMIT SIGN ON THE BRIDGE | TOLD THEM THAT
TAKES TIME. WE ARE TAKING A BREAK OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE
IN MARCH,2024.



10.AUDIENCE COMMENTS:

11.

DANNY LOEH SHOWED THE COUNCIL A 1821 BLACK POWDERED
PISTOL THAT WAS BROUGHT INTO THE MUSEUM, IT IS ONE OF THE
FIRST OF ITS KIND THAT HAD INTERCHANGEABLE PARTS. HE STATED
HE HAD THE POLICE CHEIFS APPROVAL TO BRING THIS HERE. | HAVE
BEEN WORKING WITH THE JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL WE WILL
BE TALKING TOGETHER ON THURSDAY ABOUT DOING TOURS FOR
THE STUDENTS. | HAVE A LOT MORE ITEMS THAT IS BEING BROUGHT
INTO THE MUSEUM. NOVEMBER 11™ IS VETERANS DAY, THE MUSEUM
WILL BE OPENED, OUR SERVICE WILL BE A 11 A.M., EVERYONE IS
WELCOMED TO COME. | WANT TO THANK THE STREET DEPARTMENT
FOR PAINTING THE PARKING LOT, IT LOOKS GREAT.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS AN EMERGENCY APPROVAL ITEM, APPROVAL
TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT-
BURTON SUBDIVISION SANITARY SEWER EXTENSION. THIS ITEM WAS
NOT ON THE AGENDA, WE ADDED IT AFTER IT WAS POSTED. THE
MAYOR STATED, THIS IS TO HELP STARBUCKS EXPAND THE SEWER
WHERE THEY ARE GOING TO BE. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO

DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, UNION GRIEVANCES,
PERSONNEL, SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY AND/OR PENDING
LITIGATION. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED WE HAVE SOME THINGS TO
TALK ABOUT THAT WE ARE GOING TO VOTE ON LATER SO WE NEED
TO HAVE SOME DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THAT. AT 6:29 P.M.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A MOTION TO RETURN TO OPEN

SESSION AT 7:10 P.M. WHERE NO ACTION WAS TAKEN.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL



COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

14.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:11P.M.
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MAYOR, TIM ARVIEW ANBREA BOLEN, CITY CLERK




