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WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2021

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WARREN AND
HARKINS WERE IN ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY
AND CITY CLERK. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON AND STANLEY WERE
ABSENT.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
FEBRUARY 23, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN
THE AMOUNT OF $688,945.31. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.,
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING A GRIEVANCE FILED BY THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF
POLICE CONCERNING THE JANUARY 22,2021 CLOSURE OF CITY HALL
TO INSTALL A GENERATOR. THEY ARE REQUESTING FOR ALL SWORN
POLICE OFFICERS WHO WERE SCHEDULED OR NOT SCHEDULED TO
WORK BE PAID HOLIDAY RATES (TRIPLE TIME AND A HALF
APPROXIMATELY $6,800.00) OF PAY FOR TIME WORKED OR
SCHEDULED OFF ON 1/22/21. THE MAYOR STATED THAT FIRST OFF
WE REALLY HAVE A GREAT POLICE DEPT AND WE APPRECIATE
EVERYTHING THEY DO FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT, SO THIS
IS NOTHING AGAINST THEM. HE ASKED IF ANYONE FROM THE F.O.P.
WAS PRESENT AND DAVID FIELDS SPOKE THAT HE WAS WITH THE
UNION. MR FIELDS STATED THAT RICHARD BERNARDINI STATED
THAT ON FRIDAY JANUARY 22, 2021 THE WEST FRANKFORT CITY
HALL WAS CLOSED DUE TO THE CITY INSTALLING A GENERATOR AT
THAT LOCATION. SIGNAGE ON THE FRONT DOOR AND DRIVE
THROUGH WINDOWS INDICATED THAT THE CITY HALL WAS CLOSED
THAT DAY DUE TO THE POWER OUTAGE. NO EMPLOYEES WERE IN



THE BUILDING AT THAT TIME. EMPLOYEES WERE NOT REQUIRED TO
TAKE CONTRACTUAL TIME WHICH PER THE ABOVE SECTION OF THE
CBA CONSTITUTES A HOLIDAY FOR WEST FRANKFORT POLICE
DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES. MR. BERNARDINI ADVISED THE CHIEF OF
POLICE OF THE CLOSURE AND REQUESTED ALL EMPLOYEES BE
COMPENSATED AS THE CONTRACT REQUIRED.ON 2/3/21 WE
RECEIVED OUR BIWEEKLY PAYCHECKS WITH NO HOLIDAY TIME AND
MR BERNARDINI AGAIN SPOKE WITH CHIEF PRUDENT AND HE
ADVISED THAT THE MAYOR HAD ADVISED THAT IT WOULD BE PAID AT
REGULAR. RATE MR FIELDS STATED THAT IN THE CONTRACT IT
STATES, “ANY OTHER HOLIDAY GRANTED OR OBSERVED BY ANY
OTHER CITY EMPLOYEE IS TO BE GRANTED TO THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES, PROVIDED THAT IF CITY HALL IS CLOSED

DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER, A FUNERAL, OR OTHER
UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES, AND THE EMPLOYEES WHO WORK
IN CITY HALL MUST TAKE BENEFIT TIME TO BE PAID FOR WORK
MISSED DUE TO THE CLOSURE, EMPLOYEES COVERED BY THIS
AGREEMENT SHALL NOT RECEIVE HOLIDAY OR OVERTIME PAY FOR
THE HOURS WORKED ON THAT DAY”.

THE MAYOR READ A STATEMENT FROM ATTORNEY COURTNEY COX
WHICH STATED “THE CLOSURE OF CITY HALL ON FRIDAY, JANUARY
22,2021 WAS NOT DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER, A FUNERAL OR
OTHER UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCE. THEREFORE, THE PORTION
OF THE ARTICLE X OF THE CONTRACT SET FORTH ABOVE IS NOT
APPLICABLE. THE CLOSURE WAS A PLANNED AND FORESEEN
CLOSURE OF CITY HALL TO PERMIT THE INSTALLATION OF AN
EMERGENCY ELECTRICTY GENERATOR. THIS INSTALLATION
REQUIRED THE POWER TO BE SHUT DOWN DURING THE
INSTALLATION. “THE MAYOR WENT ON TO STATE THE EVENTS OF
THAT PLANNED DAY. THIS WAS A GENERATOR DONATED TO THE
CITY FROM WPS WORTH $130,000 WE PAID $34,000 TO CLINTON
ELECTRIC TO GET THE TRANSFER SWITCH ON BUILDING. ON
1/21/2021 WE HAD THE EMPLOYEES AND THE IT STAFF GET
EVERYTHING READY TO BE TAKEN OFF LINE AND BACKUP ALL THE
FILES. THE PLAN FOR 1/22/2021 ALL THE STAFF SHOWED UP FOR
WORK, THE POWER WAS SUPPOSED TO BE SHUT OFF BY AMEREN AT
11AM, THEN CLINTON ELECTRIC WOULD DO THE SWITCH OVER AND
AT 1PM THE GENERATOR GUY STARTS AND RUN ENGINE, OPERATES
GENERATOR AND CHECKS FUNCTION, AND BY 2:30 PM PUT CITY
HALL BACK IN SERVICE. AND THE EMPLOYEES WOULD COME BACK



FROM A LONG LUNCH TO FINISH OUT THE DAY. BASICALLY A 3 HOUR
LUNCH. BUT WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED WAS THE STAFF
REPORTED FOR WORK, WILLING TO WORK AT 8AM AND FINISH THE
WORK THEY NEED TO GET DONE BEFORE POWER GOES OFF BUT
AMEREN COMES EARLY TO KILL POWER SO BY 8:30 WE HAD NO
POWER, NO PHONE, NO INTERNET, NO COMPUTERS, NO HEAT. SO BY
9:30 WE MAKE THE DECISION TO SEND EVERYONE ON A LONG
LUNCH. CLINTON ELECTRIC FINISHED THE TRANSFER SWITCH, AT
12PM THE GENERATOR GUY ARRIVES, RUNS ENGINES SHUTS OFF,
THEN RUNS THE GENREATOR FOR A WHILE AND SHUTS IT OFF, AT
1;30 TEST UNIT OUT, 2PM TRAINING FOR MYSELF, CHIEF ALLEN, JIM
AND ANGIE, BY 3:30 PM TRAINING WAS DONE AND BY THAT POINT IT
WAS TOO LATE TO OPEN CITY HALL BACK UP FOR AN HOUR. THIS IS
NOT THE FAULT OF THE 4 EMPLOYEES THAT YOU ARE WANTING TO
TAKE THE HOURS AWAY FROM. BECAUSE OF THE DECISION OF
AMEREN TO DISCONNECT THE POWER AT 8:30AM. EMPLOYEES WERE
PREVENTED FROM WORKING UNTIL 11AM. AND WHEN THE EVENT
WAS OVER IT WAS AFTER 3PM AND IT WAS TOO LATE TO CALL THEM
BACK.

THE CITY'S POSITION IS THAT IT WOULD BE UNFAIR TO DEDUCT A
DAYS PAY FROM THE EMPLOYEES. AND THE GRIEVENCE SHOULD BE
DENIED. IF WE LOSE IN ARBITRATION, WE WILL DEDUCT THE TIME
FROM THE EMPLOYEE'’S PAY. WE WILL NOT PAY F.O.P. MEMBERS 3
TIMES THEIR RATE TO SETTLE A GRIEVENCE. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO DENY, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. NEXT WAS DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING THE

ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY.
THE PROPERTY AT 607 N HORN STREET PARCEL #11-24-205-005
GABE AND BETHANY YORDY BROUGHT IN A BID OF $500.00 FOR
PROPERTY NEXT TO THEIR HOUSE. THEY HAVE ALSO AGREED TO
MAINTAIN TWO OTHER PROPERTIES NEXT TO THEM THAT ARE IN THE
FLOOD ZONE THAT CAN NOT BE SOLD. WHICH WILL SAVE THE CITY
MOWING AND UPKEEP COSTS OVER THE YEARS TO COME.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.



NEXT WAS DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING THE
ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY
JOHN MIZE PUT A BID OF $500.00 FOR THE PORPERTY LOCATED AT
610 S SKELTON. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR
APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF A
DISPATCHER FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. TRACY GRAHAM
WAS PROMOTED TO A FULL TIME POSITION. THAT WAS OPEN FROM A
DISPATCHER LEAVING FOR ANOTHER POSITION AT A DIFFERENT
POLICE STATION. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR
APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BRIT
GLOBAL SPECIALTY IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000.00 REPRESENTING
PAYMENT OF THE DEDUCTIBLE FOR A LIABILTY CLAIM.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HAWKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE OF
CONTRACTOR'S PAY ESTIMATE #4 TO WIGGS EXCAVATING, INC. IN
THE AMOUNT OF $49,381.80 FOR THE MONROE STREET SANITARY
SEWER REHABILITIATION PROJECT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE
A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE OF

11.

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING BILL #3 TO BROWN AND ROBERTS,
INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,790.32 FOR THE MONROE STREET
SANITARY SEWER REHABILITIATION PROJECT. COMMISSIONER
WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR THE
TAFT STREET SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION - PHASE II
PROJECT. THE CHANGE ORDER WAS TO EXTEND THE FINISH DATE
TO JUNE 20, 2021. COMMISSIONER WARRREN MADE A MOTION TO



APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE, MOTION CARRIED.

12.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY INVOICE #805 FROM WIGGS

EXCAVATING, INC FOR REPAIRS ON ALLEY OFF EMMA STREET IN THE
AMOUNT OF $30,482.50 FOR SEWER DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER
WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13.APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE #811 FROM WIGGS EXCAVATING, INC

FOR REPAIRS ON WATER BREAK ON MAIN STREET BY PEOPLES BANK
IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,240.00 FOR THE WATER DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY INVOICE #777 FROM SKUTA

CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR CLEANING AND INSPECTION 5™ STREET
TO COCHRAN STREET $6,185.00 FOR THE SEWER DEPARTMENT. THIS
ITEM WAS NOT DISCUSSED AS IT WAS ALREADY VOTED ON AT THE
2/9/2021 MEETING.

15.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE #781 FROM

SKUTA CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR SEWER REPAIR ON BRYAN STREET
IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,675.00. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

16. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE #782 FROM

SKUTA CONSTRUCTION, INC. EXCAVATION 4™ STREET OFF OF
MULBERRY REPAIRS IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,100.00 FOR SEWER
REPAIRS. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

17.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~

THERE WERE NO BUILDING OR SIGN PERMITS.



18.0OFFICER’'S REPORT ~

FIRE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2021. CHIEF ALLEN
REPORTED THEY HAD 166-AMBULANCE CALLS, 1- RUBBISH/ILLEGAL
FIRES, 1- BRUSH/FIELD FIRES, 4 MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS, 3 FIRE
ALARM, 1 VEHICLE FIRE, 5 FIRE EMERGENCY (GAS LEAKS, POWER
LINES DOWN), 4 STRUCTURE FIRES AND 1 SMOKE SCARES. 4 MUTAL
AID CALLS. FOR A TOTAL OF 190 CALLS DURING THE MONTH. THE
DEPARTMENT USED APPROXIMATELY 63,500 GALLONS OF WATER.
THE DEPARTMENT COLLECTED $44,728.08 FOR AMBULANCE CALLS.

POLICE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2021. CHIEF
PRUDENT REPORTED OFFICERS ANSWERED A TOTAL OF 822 CALLS
FOR SERVICE. OF THOSE CALLS 15 WERE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS, 4
WITH INJURY. OFFICERS RESPONDED TO 31 DOMESTIC DISPUTES, 3
FIGHTS IN PROGRESS, 16 ALARMS, 0 INTOXICATED PERSONS, 16
BURGLARIES, 9 REPORTS OF CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY, 9
COMPLAINTS OF JUVENILE PROBLEMS, 15 REPORTED THEFTS, AND
58 COMPLAINTS OF DISORDERLY CONDUCT/DISTURBANCES. 19
STREET CONTACTS. OFFICERS CONDUCTED 73 TRAFFIC STOPS,
ISSUED 20 CITIATIONS, 64 WARNINGS, AND 4 LW-27'S. THERE WERE
35 ADULT ARRESTS MADE AND 3 JUVENILE, RESULTING IN 60
CRIMINAL CHARGES FILED. DISPATCHERS ANSWERED 999 CALLS. OF
THOSE, 464 WERE 9-1-1 CALLS, 98 WERE WALK IN REQUESTS. 822
WERE FOR POLICE, 190 WERE FOR WEST FRANKFORT FIRE, 10 WERE
FOR THOMPSONVILLE FIRE/EMS, AND 7 WERE FOR ABBOTT EMS, AND
0 FOR UNITED AMBULANCE. AND FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY WE
COLLECTED $1,380.00 IN FINES AND FEES.

CODES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2 BUILDING
PERMITS WERE ISSUED, 0 SIGN PERMITS. RENTAL PROPERTIES- 1
NEW RENTAL PROPERTIES, 8 RENTAL INSPECTIONS. COMPLAINTS-66
NUISANCE COMPLAINT PHONE CALLS, 6 NUISANCE LETTERS MAILED,
60 NUISANCE COMPLAINTS RESOLVED. BUILDINGS- 4 OCCUPANCY
PROHIBITED SIGNS POSTED, 2 DANGEROUS & BURNED OUT
BUILDINGS IDENTIFIED, 36 DANDEROUS & BURNED OUT BUILDINGS IN
PROGRESS, 0 DANGEROUS & BURNED OUT BUILDINGS DEMOLISHED,
2 FILES GIVEN TO ATTORNEY. VEHICLES- 2 INOPERABLE/ABANDONED
VEHICLES LETTERS MAILED, 2 INOPERABLE/ABANDONED VEHICLES
RESOLVED. 0 CITATIONS GIVEN.



19.MAYOR’'S REPORT ~

THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE WANTED TO LET EVERYONE KNOW
WEST FRANKFORT WILL BE RECEIVING FROM THE ILLINOIS
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY THAT WE
ARE THE RECIPIENTS OF THE 2020 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FOR HOUSING REHABILITATION. HOUSING
REHABILITATION GRANTS ARE DESIGNED TO ASSIST LOW-TO-
MODERATE INCOME HOMEOWNERS WITH IMPROVEMENTS TO
ENSURE SAFE AND SANITARY LIVING CONDIITIONS. ELIGIBLE FUNDS
RANGE FROM STRUCTURAL WORK TO ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, NEW
APPLIANCES, FLOORING, ADA, AND ACCESSIBILITY
ACCOMODATIONS, AND MORE. HOMEOWNERS WORK THROUGH THE
LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT TO APPLY FOR THE GRANT. UP TO
$50,000 MAY BE SPENT ON EACH HOME. WEST FRANKFORT IS THE
RECIPIENT OF $500,000.00.

20.COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

21

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE
DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN STAYING BUSY, AND BOTH DEPARTMENTS
ARE DOING SUCH AN EXCELLENT JOB, AS ALWAYS. NO COMPLAINTS.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE WATER AND SEWER HAS
BEEN BUSY TRYING TO FIX PROBLEMS BETWEEN THE WATER
BREAKS DURING THE COLD SPELL AND THE SEWER ISSUES FOR THE
PEOPLE AROUND MULBERRY AREA THEY HAVE BEEN BUSY KEEPING
THINGS GOING.

.AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

RYAN PURSELL WAS IN THE AUDIENCE WITH BLAZING TRAILS BBQ HE
WOULD LIKE TO GET HIS BUILDING OUT BY CROWNLINE HE BOUGHT
ANNEXED INTO THE CITY. HE STATED WEST FRANKFORT HAS
SUPPORTED HIM SO MUCH OVER THE PAST YEAR, HE WANTS TO
GIVE BACK TO WEST FRANKFORT AND MAKE HIS HOME BASE IN THE
CITY LIMITS. HE IS WILLING TO PAY WHATEVER TO GET THE BORING
DONE ETC AND WILL BRING THE DEED TO THE PROPERTY TO CITY
HALL ON WEDNESDAY. HE HAS A CONTRACTOR LINED UP READY TO
START WORK IN THE NEXT COUPLE OF WEEKS.

MR HASTINGS WANTED TO EXPRESS HIS GRATITUDE FOR THE NIGHT
TO NOONDAY AT THE OLD CITY HALL LOCATION. HE ALSO WANTED



TO RECOGNIZE SUSAN CALCATERRA DAWSON FOR ALL HER HELP
AND VOLUNTEERING TO HELP OTHERS IN NEED.

22.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:47 P.M.

MAYOR Tqﬁn_/JQRDAN ANGEI/A BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK




