WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY. APRIL 26, 2022

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE. ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
APRIL 12TH, 2022 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN
THE AMOUNT OF $178,650.07. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROCLAMATION DECLARING MAY
12, 2022 THROUGH MAY 15, 2022 AS THE WEST FRANKFORT OLD KING
COAL FESTIVAL. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

. APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FOR THE OLD KING COAL COMMITTEE TO
SPONSOR THEIR ANNUAL OLD KING COAL PARADE ON SATURDAY, MAY
14, 2022 AT 1:00 P.M. THE PARADE WILL START FROM THE MOVIE
GALLERY PARKING LOT AND GO DOWN TO LINCOLN STREET, DUE TO
THE CONSTRUCTION GOING ON AT THE WEST SIDE OF HWY 149. LARRY
MORRIS IS NOW IN CHARGE OF THE OLD KING COAL FESTIVITIES, SINCE
THE RETIREMENT OF STEVE SAWALICH. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING A DONATION TO THE
OLD KING COAL COMMITTEE. THE MAYOR STATED IN THE PAST WE



HAVE GIVEN MONEY FROM OUR TOURISM FUND. WE USUALLY DONATE
$10,000.00 EVERY YEAR. THE MAYORS RECOMMENDATION IS TO
DONATE $10,000.00 OUT OF THE TOURISM ACCOUNT. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION APPOINTING PAID
ON CALL VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS TO THE WEST FRANKFORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT. DESIREE AARON, TIMOTHY HOPPER, MATTHEW NEIBEL,
AND LACEY WINK. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING
TWO SEPARATE GRIEVANCES FROM THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF
POLICE. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED UNTIL WE CAN HAVE A DISCUSSION
WITH OUR ATTORNEY COURTNEY COX AND DAVID FIELDS OF THE F.O.P.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE 2022 MFT LOCAL PUBLIC
AGENCY GENERAL MAINTAINENCE ESTIMATE OF MAINTAINTENCE
COSTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $328,158.57.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND
MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FOR MAINTAINENCE
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UNDER THE ILLINOIS HIGHWAY CODE REGARDING THE 2022 MFT
PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $340,000.00.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND
MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE 2022 MFT MAINTAINENCE

ENGINEERING AGREEMENT. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.



12.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO APPOINT JAMIE SIMMONS AS THE
CITY’S INSURANCE CONSULTANT REGARDING THE HEALTH AND LIFE
INSURANCE POLICIES FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. WE ARE
GOING TO START PAYING HIM DIRECTLY, IT IS GOING TO BE $2,500.00 A
MONTH. HE HAS BEEN IN CHARGE OF OUR INSURANCE POLICIES FOR
QUITE SOME TIME; STATED THE MAYOR. COMMISSIONER STANLEY
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BRANNON
HYDRAULIC SERVICE IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,5677.97 REGARDING ANNUAL
MAINTAINENCE FEES FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM REND LAKE
COLLEGE IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,820.00 REGARDING A SEMESTER OF
PARAMEDIC PROGRAM FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. CHIEF SAILLIEZ
STATED THIS IS FOR ONE PERSON FOR ONE SEMESTER.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND
MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

15. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM FW
ELECTRIC, INC IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,160.27 REGARDING JEFFERSON
AND MAIN STREET STOP LIGHT ISSUES. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

16.APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM ILLINOIS EPA LABORATORY IN THE
AMOUNT OF $3,248.88 REGARDING ANNUAL WATER SAMPLES FOR THE
WATER DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.



17.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~

THERE WERE THREE (3) SIGN PERMITS. TWO FOR THE CIRCLE K ONE
WILL BE ANIMATED, THE OTHER WILL BE A GAS CANOPY LED LIGHTING,
THEN WE ALSO HAD ONE FOR SONIC WHO’S SIGN WAS DESTROYED IN A
STORM. CODE'’S OFFICER MR. SNELL SAID ALL THESE MEET ALL HIS
REQUIREMENTS. THE MAYOR STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO VOTE ON
THEM ALL AT ONCE. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

18.MAYOR'S REPORT ~

THE MAYOR STATED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION MET THIS
WEEK. WE HAVE A WONDERFUL GROUP OF MERCHANTS AND BUSINESS
LEADERS OF THE COMMUNITY IN IT. THEY ARE GOING TO COME TO US
WITH SOME RECOMMENDATIONS HERE IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

WE HAVE LISTED ALL OUR LOCAL BUSINESS PROPERTY WITH THE SAME
REALTOR THAT THE MORELAND/BISHOP MCDONALD’S GROUP USES
FOR ALL THEIR PROPERTY. THE CITY HAS SOME REALLY GOOD
PROPERTY. PROPERTY OUT BY TACO BELL, FIVE (5) LOTS IN FRONT OF
THE MALL THAT ARE PRIME PROPERTY, IF YOU DRIVE INTO
STRAWBERRY MEADOWS WE HAVE TWO LOTS ON THE SIDE OF QUEST,
AND 3 MORE LOTS ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THAT ROAD, TO THE NORTH
OF THAT WE OWN 15.5 ACRES OF LAND WITH A POND. SO, ALL OF
THESE PROPERTIES ARE GOING TO BE GOING ON A REAL ESTATE SITE
WITH THIS GENTLEMEN FROM ST. LOUIS TO GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT
WHAT WE HAVE FOR SALE. HE IS ALSO GOING TO WORK WITH OUR
LOCAL REAL ESTATE AGENT KURT AVRIPAS AND PARTNER WITH HIM.

| ALSO WANT TO TAKE A MOMENT TO THANK THAD SNELL OUR CODES
OFFICER. HE IS DOING A GREAT JOB. WHEN PEOPLE COME IN AND
COMPLAIN TO HIM, HE FOLLOWS UP WITH THE COMPLAINT. IF YOU HAVE
A VEHICLE IN YOUR YARD AND ITS NOT RAN IN A YEAR OR ITS NOT AN
ANTIQUE; HE WILL BE TALKING TO YOU. ALSO, WE ARE ADDRESSING
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS, WE HAVE A LOT OF PROBLEMS IN OUR
COMMUNITY. WE USED TO HAVE 22,000 CITIZENS IN IT AT ONE POINT,
WE NOW HAVE 7,800. THERE ARE A LOT OF VACANT BUILDINGS AND
HOUSES WE ARE TEARING DOWN, SOME WHERE CLOSE TO 20-30
HOMES A YEAR. WE HAVE COMMITTED A LOT OF RESOURCES TO THAT.



THE CODES DEPARTMENT IS ALSO WRITING TICKETS. WE ARE ALSO
TAKING THEM TO COURT AND THE PEOPLE ARE HAVING TO PAY THE
FINES.

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THAT THEY FINALLY GOT THE TWO
NEW HIRES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT; HOME FROM THE
ACADEMY. THEY ARE STILL BEING TRAINED FOR ANOTHER 6-8 WEEKS.
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS A QUINT THAT IS DOWN. ALSO PROUD TO
GET THE NEW PAID ON CALLS FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, WE NEED
THAT HELP AT THE STATION.

ACTING CHIEF SAILLIEZ STATED THAT THE QUINT IS UP AROUND
ROXANA, ILLINOIS DUE TO ISSUES IT NEEDS SOME MECHANICAL
WORK. THE FLEET WE HAVE IS AGING. THE NEWEST UNIT WE
HAVE IS A 1999 MODEL. ITS AROUND $700,000.00 FOR A NEW FIRE
TRUCK.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED THAT SHE IS PROUD OF THE
PROGRESS BEING MADE FOR WEST FRANKFORT. THE MONEY BEING
SPENT ON THE PROJECTS FOR THE ROADS ARE MOVING QUICKLY AND
BEING REPAIRED. SHE STATED SHE HAS NOT HEARD TOO MANY
COMPLAINTS ABOUT ALL THE CONSTRUCTION.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THAT IN THE 300 BLOCK OF EAST ST
LOUIS STREET LARRY AND THE GUYS CUT OUT TWO BIG SECTIONS OF
THAT ROAD TO GET REPAIRS DONE. THEN IN THE 200 BLOCK OF WEST
ST. LOUIS WE GOT IT FIXED SO WE DO NOT HAVE TO KEEP GOING BACK
AND REPAIRING IT. THEY HAVE ALSO BEEN CLEANING THE DITCHES AND
ALL OF THE TILES BEFORE IT RAINS AGAIN. THEY GUYS ARE KEEPING
BUSY.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THAT WE HAVE RECENTLY ORDERED
A NEW FLYGT PUMP. WE HAVE BEEN HAVING A LOT OF RAIN LATELY
AND WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THE SEWER 1S RUNNING PROPERLY.
EVERYONE IS WORKING HARD DOING ROUTINE MAINTAINENCE. ALSO,
THE NEXT CITY LAKE COMMITTEE MEETING IS MAY 19™ AT 6 P.M. IF YOU
HAVE ANY LAKE PROPERTY AND HAVE QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS IT
WILL BE HELD HERE AT CITY HALL.

19.AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

MR. PORRITT WAS HERE TO SEE ABOUT GETTING HIS DOG BACK AT HIS
HOME. HE STATED HE WROTE OUT AN AGREEMENT THAT HE WOULD BE



WILLING TO PUT UP A FENCE AND BE TOTALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS
DOG. THE MAYOR STATED WE ARE NOT OPPOSED TO HAVING A
VARIANCE FOR THIS AS WE TOLD YOU LAST WEEK, YOU MUST HAVE
YOUR NEIGHBOR AGREE THAT IT IS OK FOR YOU TO BRING THE DOG
BACK INTO THE NEIGHBORHOOD. THE CODES OFFICER STATED WE ARE
MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION AND HOPEFULLY BY NEXT COUNCIL
MEETING WE WILL HAVE SOMETHING TO BRING TO THE COUNCIL.

ISABELLE HEYDER STATED SHE NOTICED SUCH A CONCERN FOR
LIABILITY WITH THIS DOG AND | AGREE WITH THAT BECAUSE |
WOULDN'T WANT MY DOG KILLED. SHE STATED FIVE (5) YEARS AGO
THERE WAS A FEW CHURCHES GOING TOGETHER TO HOLD AN EVENT
AT THE VF MALL. WE ALL HAD INSURANCE COVERAGE, BUT WE WERE
TOLD WE COULD NOT HAVE THAT OUT THERE UNLESS WE HAD
ANOTHER 5 MILLION DOLLAR RIDER POLICY. | UNDERSTAND YOUR
CONCERN OVER INSURANCE BUT NOW WITH THIS GROUP THAT'S
HANDING OUT TENTS. | KNOW THE OLD CITY HALL WAS BOUGHT. SO
NOW YOU'RE GOING TO PUT THEM UP IN THIS BEAUTIFUL METHODIST
CHURCH. ARE THEY A 501C37 AND WHO IS GOING TO BE LIABLE IF
SOMEONE GETS HURT THERE? “THE MAYOR ASKED WHO THEY DEALT
WITH ON THE MALL? THIS IS THE FIRST I'VE HEARD ABOUT THIS EVENT.”
THE MAYOR STATED FIVE (5) YEARS AGO WE HAD ABOUT 350 WPS
EMPLOYEES OUT THERE. ISABELLE STATED WITH THAT BEING SAID WE
HAVE GOT TO GET THIS HOMELESS ISSUE UNDER CONTROL. SHE
STATED YOU HAVE CITY ORDINANCES YOU CAN'T LIVE IN A CAMPER,;
YOU CAN'T LIVE IN A TRAILER. BUT YOU ARE GIVING THEM TENTS AND
THEY ARE ALL OVER TOWN. THE MAYOR ASKED WHEN YOU SAY “YOU”
WHO ARE YOU REFERRING TO? MRS. HEYDER STATED WELL | DON'T
KNOW WHO THESE PEOPLE ARE THAT ARE GIVING THEM OUT. ITS
HAPPENING AT THE OLD CITY HALL SO | HAVE TO ASSUME THAT YOU'RE
APPROVING IT. THE MAYOR STATED THE CITY IS NOT APPROVING
ANYTHING, WE DO NOT GIVE OUT TENTS. SHE STATED YOU AREN'T, BUT
THEY ARE GETTING THEM FROM A BUILDING YOU OWN. MRS. HEYDER
ASKED WHO IS LIABLE IF ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE GET HURT AT THAT
BUILDING? THIS ORGANIZATION THAT IS DOING ALL THIS ARE THEY
PAYING RENT? ARE THEY A 501C3? I'VE ASKED THIS BEFORE AND |
CAN'T GET AN ANSWER. THE MAYOR STATED I'LL GIVE YOU AN ANSWER.
THIS IS MY RECOLLECTION OF WHAT IS GOING ON. A FEW YEARS AGO,
CONNIE HOWARD CONTACTED ME AND SAID “TOM, THERE ARE SOME
PEOPLE LIVING AT THE PARK, THREE (3) MEN AND A WOMAN AND IM
CONCERNED ABOUT THEM, | DON'T LIKE IT, SO SHE TOOK THEM FOOD



AND HELPED THEM OUT. SHE WAS ABLE TO CONVINCE THEM THAT HER
CHURCH COULD HELP THEM. THE MAYOR TOLD HER | DO NOT HAVE THE
HEART FOR THIS, BUT OBVIOUSLY THESE PEOPLE ARE THERE AND
THEY ARE ALWAYS GOING TO BE THERE UNLESS THEY RECEIVE SOME
HELP. HE TOLD MRS. HOWARD THAT IF GOD GAVE YOU THE HEART FOR
THIS THEN YOU NEED TO DO THIS. THE MAYOR STARTED OUT LETTING
THEM USE 222 E. MAIN IT WAS AN EMPTY BUILDING; THEY WENT IN
THERE CLEANED AND FIXED IT UP, AND THEY STARTED HELPING
PEOPLE. HERE IS WHAT HAPPENED THAT MADE THINGS EXCELLERATE
JOHN MIZES BUILDING WAS CONDEMNED. THERE WERE SEVENTEEN
(17) PEOPLE LIVING THERE. WE HAD TO GET THEM OUT, THIS GROUP
THAT YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT WAS ABLE TO MOVE ALL THOSE
PEOPLE OUT AND FIND PLACES FOR THEM TO LIVE. THE MAYOR ASKED
MRS. HOWARD HOW MANY DID YOU RELOCATE? SHE STATED ALL OF
THEM BUT FOUR (4). THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS A SUCCESS STORY
BECAUSE THOSE PEOPLE WERE JUST GOING TO BE PUSHED OUT INTO
THE STREETS. IT GREW BECAUSE THEY SAW THEY WERE ABLE TO
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN PEOPLES LIVES WITH THIS GROUPS HELP. WE
SOLD 222 EAST MAIN; SO, WE LET THEM MOVE INTO 228 EAST MAIN.
THEY FIXED IT UP AND DID REPAIRS IN THERE AS WELL USING THEIR
OWN MONEY. WE ENDED UP RENTING OUT THAT SPACE SO THEY
WOUND UP USING THE OLD CITY HALL. WHAT THEY DO THERE IS ONE
DAY A WEEK. THERE ARE SEVERAL AGENCIES THERE TO HELP THESE
PEOPLE CROSSWALK, THE HOUSING DEPT, CENTERSTONE, ETC. BUT
TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTION AS TO WHO IS LIABLE AT THESE
LOCATIONS, IT IS THE CITY. SOMEONE CAN TRIP AND FALL ANYWHERE
AND IT'S THE CITY WHO IS LIABLE. MRS. HEYDER STATED ALSO HAVE
YOU SEEN BEHIND JOHN AND MARY MORELANDS HOUSE? THEY HAVE
REMOVED 10-12 TENTS AND ALL THESE CLOTHES LEFT BEHIND BY ALL
THESE PEOPLE. MRS. HEYDER STATED IF THEY ARE LOCALS AND
YOU'RE HELPING THEM LIKE AT JOHN MIZES BUILDING | THINK THAT IS
WONDERFUL. THESE PEOPLE ARE NOT LOCAL PEOPLE COMING IN
HERE. THE MAYOR ASKED MRS. HOWARD “HAVE WE THE CITY GIVEN
YOU A DIME TO DO ANY OF THIS?" MRS. HOWARD STATED “NO THE CITY
HAS NOT HELPED US AT ALL BESIDES GIVING US A BUILDING TO USE.”
THE MAYOR STATED THESE PEOPLE HAVE PROBLEMS, THEY HAVE
DRUG PROBLEMS, MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES, ETC.

RICK HEYDER SPOKE UP AND STATED THAT A LOT OF THESE PEOPLE
THAT ARE HERE DO NOT HAVE JOBS, RIDE BICYCLES WITH BACKPACKS
AROUND TOWN AND TWO OUT OF THE FOUR | TALKED TO THE OTHER



DAY WERE DROPPED OFF HERE BY PEOPLE FROM MARION. HE TOLD
MRS. HOWARD YOU ARE DOING A GREAT JOB; YOUR HEART IS IN THE
RIGHT PLACE. LAST YEAR THEY WERE LIVING UP BEHIND TRINITY
CHURCH. THE ISSUE THAT PEOPLE HAVE IS THERE ARE A LOT OF GOOD
PEOPLE THAT NEED THE HELP BUT IT IS ALSO BRINGING IN MORE RIFT
RAFT.

CHIEF PRUDENT STATED THAT YOU SEE THE SAME THING GOING ON IN
ALL THE SURROUNDING TOWNS AROUND US. IT'S THE MENTAL ILLNESS,
DRUG ADDICTION, BICYLE BIKE PACKERS, HOMELESS ISSUES. THE SAD
THING IS THAT IT IS ALL RELATED. WHEN YOU START LOOKING AT THE
DRUG ISSUES THAT LEADS TO THE HOMELESSNESS, THE BICYCLES
AND BACKPACKS. MR. PRUDENT WENT TO MRS. HOWARD AND WE
SPENT AN HOUR AND A HALF TOGETHER WITH MANY PEOPLE IN A
ROOM AND HE TOLD THEM, YOU HAVE TO QUIT GIVING THESE PEOPLE
TENTS. BECAUSE ALL YOUR DOING IS INFRINGING ON PEOPLE'S
PROPERTIES AND THEY ARE BREAKING THE LAW TRESPASSING.
CONNIES GROUP IMMEDIATELY SAID THEY WILL STOP DOING IT.
(HANDING OUT TENTS) CHIEF PRUDENT STATED THEY DO NOT WANT
THE ISSUES EITHER THEY JUST WANT TO HELP PEOPLE.

LISA FROST STATED SHE LIVES ON DOUGLAS STREET AND ALL DAY
LONG WE HAVE BACK PACKERS, BICYCLES AND DRUG DEALS GOING ON
ALL AROUND OUR HOUSE. | CAN'T EVEN LET MY CHILD PLAY OUTSIDE.
SHE STATED SHE UNDERSTANDS THE WFPD IS BUSY AND WHEN THEY
TAKE ONE OF THESE PEOPLE TO JAIL BY THE TIME THEY GET BACK TO
TOWN THEY ARE ALREADY RELEASED FROM JAIL. MRS. FROST STATED
THAT SHE HAS BEEN TOLD THEY ARE BRINGING THEM HERE FROM
WILLIAMSON COUNTY AND ARE DROPPING THEM OFF AT COUNTY LINE
ROAD. THERE IS ALSO SIXTEEN (16) TO TWENTY (20) PEOPLE LIVING IN A
TRAILER ON DOUGLAS STREET, THERE IS A CAMPER OUT THERE WITH
TWO TENTS. COMMISSIONER STANLEY SAID OUR CODES OFFICER MR.
SNELL IS ALREADY ON THAT RIGHT NOW. WE HAD A DISCUSSION ABOUT
THAT ADDRESS THIS MORNING. MR. PRUDENT STATED WE ARREST 2-3
PEOPLE A DAY BUT OUR COURT SYSTEM IS FAILING US. THE MAYOR
AND THE COUNCIL HAVE BEEN VERY SUPPORTIVE OF THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT, WE ONLY HAVE TWELVE (12) OFFICERS WE ARE GETTING
2 MORE IN A FEW WEEKS. WE ARE IN THE DRUG TASK FORCE, SO WE
HAVE AN OFFICER THAT WORKS IN WEST FRANKFORT A MAJORITY OF
THE TIME. WHEN YOU PUT THEM IN JAIL MULTIPLE TIMES AND THEY
KEEP RELEASING THEM. MRS. FROST ASKED WHAT HAPPENS IF ONE OF



THESE PEOPLE HURTS MY KID? CHIEF PRUDENT STATED HE WILL GO
BACK TO JAIL, WE ARE DOING OUR PART OUR JUSTICE DEPARTMENT IS
FAILING US.

THE MAYOR STATED | WANT TO IDENTIFY WHAT THE PROBLEMS ARE.
WE SUPPORT THIS COMMUNITY. THIS IS MY TWELFTH YEAR BEING THE
MAYOR. | LOVE THIS JOB, THE COMMUNITY AND | DO WHAT | FEEL IN MY
HEART IS RIGHT. | DID NOT CAUSE THE DRUG PROBLEM, OR THE
MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES WHEN THEY LET ALL THOSE PEOPLE OUT OF
ANNA STATE HOSPITAL; THEY DESTROYED OUR COMMUNITIES. PUBLIC
AID IF YOU LOOK AT OUR COMMUNITY WE HAVE FIVE (5) PUBLIC
HOUSING UNITS, THIS WAS SOMETHING THAT WAS DONE WAY BEFORE
WE CAME ALONG, AND IT WAS DONE IN THE NAME OF HELPING THE
POOR. BUT NOW WE HAVE BECOME A MAGNET FOR THE PEOPLE THAT
ARE POOR. BECAUSE THEY LIVE IN LOW RATE HOUSING AND WE HAVE
TONS OF IT. THEY GET PUBLIC AID OUT OF BENTON. SO WE HAVE
ENDED UP A COMMUNITY OF POOR PEOPLE. IF YOUR HUSBAND
COMMITS A FELONY AND YOU LIVE IN THE HOUSING YOU EITHER GET A
DIVORCE OR MOVE OUT OF THE HOUSING BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT
ALLOWED TO BE THERE. THOSE ARE THINGS YOU DO NOT THINK
ABOUT. THE MAYOR STATED HE IDENTIFIES WITH EVERYTHING
EVERYONE IS SAYING. HE WANTS TO HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE BUT HE
IS NOT SURE WHAT WE CAN DO AS A COMMUNITY TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE. WE ARE NOT TRYING TO DRAW PEOPLE IN HERE. HE TOLD
MRS. HOWARD WE WILL NOT HAVE A FOOD KITCHEN, A HOMELESS
CENTER, AND | DO NOT WANT ANYTHING THAT IS GOING TO CREATE A
MAGNET FOR MORE OF THESE PEOPLE.

CONNIE HOWARD STATED NO ONE HATES THIS MORE THAN | DO. IT
MAKES ME SICK. BUT WHAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO IN TWO YEARS
IS WE HAVE GOTTEN THIRTEEN (13) PEOPLE OFF THE STREETS INTO
HOUSING. THESE PEOPLE NEED HELP FILLING OUT FORMS THE
APPLICATION TO GET INTO THE HOUSING IS 13 PAGES LONG. WE ARE
DEALING WITH A GROUP OF PEOPLE THAT WE ARE LUCKY IF THEY HAVE
A THIRD GRADE EDUCATION. SOME OF THEM ARE TOTALLY ILLITERATE.
THEY DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO SO THEY THROW IT DOWN AND LEAVE.
WE HAD ANOTHER LADY THAT WAS LIVING IN HER CAR WITH THREE
BABIES. THEY WANTED $150 PLUS FIRST AND LAST MONTHS RENT. SHE
DIDN'T HAVE TEN CENTS. IF WE WORK WITH THEM, AND IF WE REALLY
FEEL THAT THEY ARE GOING TO DO THE RIGHT THING, WE WILL PAY
THAT FOR THEM TO GET THEM INTO A HOME. AND IF THEY MESS UP



THEN THEY CANNOT COME BACK TO US AGAIN FOR ANY ASSISTANCE.
THERE IS SIX MONTHS TO A YEAR WAITING LIST TO GET INTO ANY
APARTMENT OR HOUSING HERE. WE HAVE TRIED FOR OVER A YEAR TO
GET A WOMAN INTO AN APARTMENT AND FINALLY TODAY SHE GOT THE
CALL; SHE GOT IN ONE. ONE OF THE MOST FRUSTRATING THINGS WE
DEAL WITH IS THE MENTALLY ILL. WE HAVE 4-5 CASE WORKERS FROM
CENTERSTONE THAT WORK WITH THE HOMELESS AND DRUG /
ALCOHOL ADDICTS. THEY CAN TAKE THEM IMMEDIATELY FOR DRUG
AND ALCOHOL ADDICTS IF THEY WOULD JUST AGREE TO GO. 99% OF
THEM ARE FELONS, AND THEY CANNOT GET INTO THE HOUSING. A ONE
BEDROOM MODEST APARTMENT IN THIS TOWN COSTS $675.00 A
MONTH. IF YOU'RE ON DISABILITY AND YOU MAKE $750.00 A MONTH
THAT DOESN'T LEAVE YOU ANYTHING TO PAY FOR WATER,
ELECTRICITY, FOOD, OR MEDICINE. MOST OF THE PEOPLE WE DEAL
WITH ARE ELDERLY, AND BY THE TIME THEY PAY THEIR BILLS AND BUY
THEIR MEDICINE THEY ARE OUT OF MONEY. WE FEED THEM AND
USUALLY THAT'S THE ONLY HOMECOOKED MEAL THEY RECEIVE ALL
WEEK. YES, THEY COULD GO OVER TO WIT N WISDOM BUT THEY DO
NOT HAVE THE $4.00 TO PAY FORIT.

ISABELLE HEYDER ASKED CAN WE HAVE A FUND SET UP TO HELP
THESE SENIOR CITIZENS TO PAY FOR THEIR LUNCH AT THE WIT N
WISDOM? MRS. HOWARD STATED | THINK THAT IS A GREAT IDEA. MRS.
HEYDER STATED IF THESE PEOPLE ARE ELDERLY AND THEY ARE
HUNGRY WE OWE THAT TO THOSE PEOPLE. IM NOT TALKING ABOUT
THE OTHERS SHE STATED.

VALERIE REED WAS ALSO IN THE AUDIENCE AND STATED SHE HAS
LEARNED SO MUCH TONIGHT AND HAD NO IDEA THAT THERE WERE
COUNSELORS THERE TO HELP THESE PEOPLE. ALL SHE HAD BEEN
TOLD WAS THAT CONNIE AND HER HELPERS WERE GIVING THEM
CLOTHING AND A HOT MEAL. WE WATCH SOME OF THESE PEOPLE
FROM OUR HOUSE HIDE THINGS OVER AT THE OLD SALAVATION ARMY
BUILDING AND SOMEONE ELSE COMES AND PICKS IT UP. SHE STATED
SHE HAS BEEN HOMELESS. ME, MY MOM AND MY SISTER WE LIVED IN A
CAR. WE STRUGGLED, BUT WE ALSO HAVE TO BE GOOD STEWARDS OF
WHAT CONNIE IS GIVING TO THEM AND NOT TRASH PROPERTY. EVERY
MORNING IM CLEANING UP MESSES. AND THANK YOU TO WHOMEVER
CLOSED EMMA STREET DOWN, THANK YOU! SHE STATED | OWE YOU BIG
TIME TO CODES OFFICER SNELL, | PRAISED GOD WHEN THOSE DOORS
WERE CLOSED SHUT. THAT WAS A DRUG CENTER THEY WERE ALWAYS



IN AND OUT. MY SISTER AND | HAVE STARTED A CHARITY FOR
CHILDREN ITS CALLED WANI'S WARRIORS. WE HELPED 33 KIDS IN WEST
FRANKFORT GET TO HAVE CHRISTMAS LAST YEAR. THEY WERE ONLY
FOR WEST FRANKFORT CHILDREN. | AM ALSO GLAD TO HEAR THAT IM
NOT THE ONLY ONE THAT IS SCARED TO GO OUTSIDE AT NIGHT BY
MYSELF. WE ALL HAVE TO WORK TOGETHER TO COME TO A SOLUTION.
WE DO NOT HAVE TO BE LIKE ALL THESE OTHER TOWNS. IM
CONCERNED ABOUT WEST FRANKFORT. | WANT TO MAKE WEST
FRANKFORT GREAT AGAIN.

THE MAYOR STATED SO YOU ALL CAN KNOW WHATS GOING ON |
SUGGEST WE GET A GROUP STARTED TO TALK ABOUT ALL OF THIS.
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH GROUPS IS THIS SOMETHING THAT IS
BENEFICAL TO HAVE HE ASKED CHIEF PRUDENT? CHIEF PRUDENT
STATED HE DOES NOT THINK IT'S A BAD IDEA, BECAUSE IT ALLOWS
PEOPLE TO COMMUNICATE WHAT IS GOING ON IN THEIR
NEIGHBORHOOD WITH NOT ONLY THEMSELVES BUT WITH US.

ACTING CHIEF SAILLIEZ STATED THAT'S HOW HE KNEW ABOUT THE GUY
IN HIS YARD EARLIER TODAY. HIS AREA HAS A GROUP TEXT THAT THEY
ARE ALL IN. THEY HAD SENT A PICTURE TO HIM OF THE GUY IN HIS
BACKYARD. SAILLIEZ LET THE POLICE KNOW AND THEY FOLLOWED HIM
OVER THERE AND CAUGHT THE GUY.

THE MAYOR MADE A RECOMMENDATION EVERYONE HERE PRETTY
MUCH KNOWS EACH OTHER. CONNIE HAS A GROUP THAT SHE IS
WORKING WITH. IF YOU GUYS COULD ALL GET TOGETHER AND TALK,
THE CITY WILL DO WHATEVER IT CAN. THESE PEOPLE ARE HERE, THE
PEOPLE ON THE BICYCLES ARE DRUG PEOPLE, THEY ARE NOT
HOMELESS., THEY ARE OPPORTUNIST LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO
STEAL, THERE IS NOTHING WE CAN DO TO HELP THEM BUT WE CAN
CATCH THEM WITH NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH GROUPS SET UP. |
APPRECIATE YOU ALL COMING TO THIS MEETING. | WELCOME YOU
HERE. THERE ARE A LOT OF GREAT THINGS GOING ON IN THESE WALLS
IN HERE BUT NO ONE KNOWS ABOUT IT BECAUSE THEY DON'T COME TO
THE MEETINGS. AGAIN WE DO NOT WANT A HOMELESS CENTER, WE DO
NOT WANT A SOUP KITCHEN. SO MY HEART IS NOT SUPPORTING THIS,
BUT IM SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE WHO’S HEARTS ARE IN THIS. JOHN
PRUDENT IS OUR POLICE CHIEF HE WILL TAKE YOUR CALLS AND TALK
TO YOU. THAD IS OUR CODES GUY, HE IS TRYING TO GET A LOT OF
THESE ABANDONDED HOUSES TORN DOWN, AND PLACES WHERE
THESE PEOPLE HANG OUT SHUT DOWN. THERE ARE SO MANY LEGAL



OBSTACLES THAT WE HAVE TO GO THROUGH TO GET THINGS DONE
THE RIGHT WAY. HE HAS ALSO WENT INTO THE NEW DAILY AMERICAN
THAT WAS SOLD RECENTLY TO A MEDICARE COMPANY. THEY ARE
REMODELING THAT ON THE INSIDE. THEY HAVE PROMISED HIM THAT
THERE WILL BE NO PEOPLE GATHERING THERE OR LIVING THERE. ITS
JUST GOING TO BE AN OFFICE SPACE. ANY BUILDING WE CAN GET
SOMEONE TO OCCUPY WE ARE THANKFUL FOR THAT. WE HAVE A LOT
OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE IF SOMEONE WANTS TO START A BUSINESS.

MARILYN VERSCHUEREN STATED THAT HIRING THE NEW CODES GUY
WAS THE BEST THING THE CITY EVER DID. THE MAYOR REPLIED HE WAS
THE DOG CATCHER FOR 10 YEARS FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY. IF HE CAN
GO TAKE YOUR DOG AWAY FROM YOU, HE CAN PROBABLY GET YOU TO
CLEAN UP YOUR FRONT YARD.

IF YOU SEE ANY SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY GOING ON IN YOUR AREA; CALL
THE POLICE IMMEDIATELY. DO NOT WAIT 20 MINUTES AFTER YOU SEE
SOMETHING GOING ON TO CALL. HELP THEM, HELP YOU STATED ONE
OF THE FIREFIGHTERS IN ATTENDANCE.

COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED WHAT PART OF THE METHODIST
CHURCH ARE THE HOMELESS GOING TO BE ABLE TO USE? THE MAYOR
STATED THEY WILL ONLY BE USING THE BASEMENT AREA ON A MUCH
SMALLER SCALE THAN WHAT THEY WERE USING BEFORE AT OLD CITY
HALL. THERE WILL BE NOTHING UPSTAIRS IN THE CHURCH OR
SANCTUARY.

20.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:18 P.M.
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