WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2021

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE, EXCEPT FOR COMMISSIONER SIMPSON; ALONG WITH
THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE

MARCH 9TH, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN

THE AMOUNT OF $264,478.66. COMMISSIONER HAWKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FOR THE FCHS

HOMECOMING PARADE TO BE HELD FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2021 AT 2:00
P.M. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO WEST

FRANKFORT BOWL FOR REDEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN PROPERTY
UTILIZING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING LOCATED IN THE CITY OF
WEST FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS. KEITH MORAN OUR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPER HAS GONE OVER THIS APPLICATION. THEY NEED ROOF
REPAIRS IN THE AMOUNT OF $2173.29 AND WALL REPAIRS FOR
$2,215.00. 100% OF THIS IS AVAILBLE FOR A TIF AND ITS HIS
RECOMMENDATION THAT THE CITY COVER ALL OF THE COSTS.
BOWLING ALLEY HAS BEEN OPEN SINCE 1939. THE PRUDENTS HAVE
OWNED IT FOR 26 YEARS. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO



APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING THE ACCEPTANCE
OF BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF PROPERTY DEEMED AS SURPLUS.
BRANDON SCOTT PADGET BID $500.00 ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED
AT 514 SOUTH DOUGLAS. IT’S ALITTLE TRIANGLE, ITS BEHIND
MCCORD’S MARKET THERE IS A RAILROAD TRACK THAT RUNS NEXT
TO IT. THE HOUSE WAS TORN DOWN THREE YEARS AGO. THIS ISNT A
FULL LOT. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING SETTING A
MINIMUM BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF PROPERTY DEEMED AS
SURPLUS. LAST YEAR WE PAID $866.00 PER LOT THAT WE GOT FROM
THE TAX SALE. WE HAVE BEEN SELLING SOME OF THESE LOTS FOR
$500 TO $700 A PIECE AND | WOULD LIKE TO RECOMMEND THAT WE
AT LEAST START GETTING THIS MUCH OUT OF THEM WHEN THEY
ARE DEEMED SURPLUS. WE ALSO SPEND ANOTHER $2500-$3500 A
HOUSE TO HAVE THEM DEMOLISHED. WE NEED TO SET A MINUMUM
AMOUNT FOR BIDS TO ATLEAST COVER THE AMOUNT IT COST THE
CITY TO PURCHASE THEM. WHETHER IT BE $900 OR $1000 AT THE
HIGHEST PER LOT. COMMISIONER STANLEY AND WARREN BOTH
AGREED IT SHOULD BE $900 OR $1000 A LOT. THIS WILL BE A
MINIMUM BID ON PROPERTIES WE PURCHASE FROM THE SURPLUS
LIST, BUT BIDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO BE HIGHER THIS IS JUST A
STARTING POINT. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING

CERTAIN PROPERTIES LOCATED IN THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT
TO BE DECLARED AS SURPLUS REAL ESTATE. WE HAVE RECEIVED
SOME REQUESTS ON PROPERTY. AND WHAT WE'VE HEARD FROM
OUR DEVELOPER THEY HAD NO IDEA THIS PROPERTY WAS
AVAILABLE. ITS NOT LISTED, ITS NOT ON A SITE ANYWHERE. THE
MAYOR STATED HE WOULD LIKE BEGIN THE PROCESS TO LIST
THESE PROPERTIES AS SURPLUS. AND THEN AT A FUTURE MEETING
HIRE A PERSON TO MARKET THESE TO OUT OF STATE PEOPLE, THAT
MAY WANT TO BRING A BUSINESS HERE. RIGHT NOW THESE



PROPERTIES ARE ZONED. THE OLD CITY HALL IS AN EXAMPLE OF
ONE OF THEM, THE CHURCH ON WEST MAIN, 200-206 E MAIN, 228 E
MAIN, 17 ACRES NORTH OF THE MALL, LOTS NEXT TO QUEST 4
ACRES BY STRAWBERRY MEADOWS, AND THE LOTS IN FRONT OF
THE MALL. THE MAYOR BELIEVES THAT WE SHOULD START THIS
PROCESS TO MAKE THIS LAND AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY AGREED IT WAS A GOOD IDEA TO GET
THEM LISTED, AS THE CITY HAS TO PAY TO KEEP THEM UP, KEEP
THEM MOWED AND ETC. COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED IF THE
CITY COULD PUT THESE ON OUR WEBSITE? THE MAYOR STATED
ABSOLUTELY. FIRST, WE NEED TO DECIDE IF WE ARE WILLING TO
SELL THEM. EACH PIECE OF PROPERTY SHOULD BE LISTED
INDIVIDUALLY AS FAR AS WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO DO WITH IT.
THIS IS JUST THE FIRST STEP TO GET THINGS GOING. THE MAYOR
CHECKED WITH CITY ATTORNEY TO MAKE SURE IT WAS FINE TO
DECLARE THESE SURPLUS. MR RIVA CONCLUDED THAT YES, THIS IS
WHAT NEEDED TO BE DONE FIRST. EVENTUALLY WE WOULD LIKE TO
WORK WITH A NATIONAL REALTOR TO MARKET THEM FOR US. IF
THERE IS MORE TO ADD TO THE LIST, WE WILL DO SO LATER.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PURCHASE PROPERTIES

LOCATED IN THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT IL THROUGH THE
COUNTY’S TAX LIQUIDATION PROGRAM. THE MAYOR STATED WE
HAVE RECEIVED A LIST FROM THE TAX ASSESSOR’S OFFICE; FOR
PROPERTIES THAT HAVE FALLEN BEHIND THREE YEARS ON THEIR
TAXES. THESE ARE VACANT LOTS, HOUSES WITH PEOPLE THAT LIVE
IN THEM, DERELICT BUILDINGS. THE MAYOR STATED HE, THE CODES
OFFICER AND COMMISSIONER STANLEY HAVE ALL WENT AND TAKEN
A LOOK AT THEM. THEY ARE AS FOLLOWS:

712 N. PALMER, 501 N. HORN, 314 N. HORN, 1104 W. ST. LOUIS, 1107
W. OAK, 604 W. JONES, 710 S. DOUGLAS, 712 S. DOUGLAS, 206 E. 4™,
207 N. MONROE, 901 E. ELM, 1310 E. CLARK, 605 S. ODLE, 417 E. MAIN,
417 E. MAIN (BACK LOT), 1102 W. ST. LOUIS. WE ARE GOING TO TRY
TO PURCHASE THESE PROPERTIES, WE WILL DEMOLISH OR CLEAN
THEM UP. THESE ARE BEING SOLD FOR TAXES, THE MAYOR STATED
HE HAS BEEN RELUCTANT TO PICK THE HOUSES ALTHOUGH MOST



OF THEM ARE EMPTY, THERE ARE A FEW WITH PEOPLE IN THEM. TO
DEMOLISH THEM WE WILL USE GRANT MONEY THAT WE HAVE
RECEIVED RECENTLY. WE WILL NOTIFY THE TRUSTEE, THESE
HOUSES MAY STILL BE BOUGHT BACK BY OWNERS IF DONE BY
DEADLINE.

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE ALL SIXTEEN
(16) PROPERTIES, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN IEPA LOAN PRE-
APPLICATIONS (FUNDING NOMINATIONS) FOR THE PHASE | AND
PHASE Il WATER METER PROJECT. THIS IS A PROJECT TO REPLACE
ALL THE WATER METERS IN WEST FRANKFORT. IT GOT APPROVED
LAST YEAR BUT THERE WAS NO FUNDING FOR IT AT THAT TIME. THE
CITY DECIDED TO DECLINE THE PROJECT LAST YEAR. MR. TOSH IS
WANTING US TO REAPPLY FOR THE GRANT AND SEE IF IT WILL BE
ACCEPTED THIS TIME. THE PROJECT WOULD COST $2.2 MILLION AND
IF THE EPA WILL HELP COVER THE COST THAT WOULD BE A HUGE
HELP. THIS WILL PUT US IN FOR NEXT YEARS PROPOSAL AND IF IT
GETS FUNDED MAYBE WE CAN START THIS PROJECT. EVENTUALLY
EVERY METER IS GOING TO HAVE TO BE REPLACED. ALL WE ARE
DOING IS REAPPLYING AND KEEPING THIS ALIVE TO KEEP OUR
PLACE IN LINE. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

11.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BROWN
AND ROBERTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $53,699.46 FOR THE I157-1L149
INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION PROGRAM. COMMISSIONER STANLEY
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY INVOICE FROM JOHNSON’S
AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,014.62 FOR REPAIRS
ON ENGINE 3 FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.



13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM DRP
CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,250.00 FOR AN EMERGENCY
REPAIR TO WALL SECTION AND SUPPORT COLUMNS AT THE WEST
FRANKFORT BUSINESS INCUBATOR. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

14.NEXT ITEM WAS TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM DIAMOND EQUIPMENT,
INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,634.51 FOR REPAIRS TO THE BACKHOE
FOR THE WATER DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

15.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM MORAN
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,995.00
REGARDING TIF ADMINSTRATION. THEY WORK ON THE PROJECT S
FOR US LIKE THE WF BOWL AND MIKE’S DRIVE IN, THEY HAVE ALSO
PUT TOGETHER A PROPOSAL FOR US TO PRESENT ON A POSSIBLE
DEVELOPMENT AT THE INDUSTRIAL PARK. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

16. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM SANDNER
ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,098.75 FOR REPAIRS
TO THE OTHER 5 HP FLYGT AT SEWER DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

17.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS

WE HAVE ONE FROM JOHN AND SHARON MILLS FOR 2206 E ELM
STREET, THEY ARE GOING TO DO AN ADDITION TO THEIR FOYER AND
PORCH AREA. BEN WYANT WILL BE DOING THE WORK.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.



THE OTHER IS FOR ERIC D. WARREN AT 409 N. VAN BUREN WHO IS
GOING TO BE BUILDING A POLE BARN. VALUED AT $28,600.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION

18.MAYORS COMMENTS: HE WOULD JUST LIKE TO SAY HE MISSES
COMMISIONER SIMPSON. HE IS RECOVERING AT HOME; HE IS GOING
TO TRY TO COME TO THE NEXT MEETING. | WOULD ALSO LIKE TO
THANK THE COUNCIL AND EVERYONE THAT WORKS FOR THE CITY.
HOPEFULLY WE ARE SEEING SOME LIGHT AT THE END OF THE
TUNNEL. GOOD OR BAD WE HAVE A LOT OF ROAD CONSTRUCTION
THAT IS GOING TO BE GOING ON ALL AROUND US. IT WILL BE EAST
TO THE CITY LIMITS AND WEST PAST GREG WEEKS, INC.

19. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE
DEPARTMENT ARE DOING A GREAT JOB AS ALWAYS. EVERYTHING IS
DOING FINE. DISPATCHERS ARE UP AND RUNNING NOW. AND ON
SATURDAY WE WILL BE LOSING A FIREMAN CRAIG LEMMON IS
RETIRING ON SATURDAY. HE WILL BE MISSED.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON WAS NOT PRESENT

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THAT THE STREET DEPARTMENT
IS STAYING BUSY KEEPING DITCHES AND TILES CLEANED OUT. THE
ROADS ARE TERRIBLE, FROM THE ICE AND SNOW THEY HAVE BEEN
FILLING IN THE POT HOLES AS FAST AS THEY CAN.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED WATER AND SEWER IS FINE. SHE
WOULD LIKE TO SAY THE BEAUTIFICATION GROUP WILL BE OUT
DOING THEIR THING. SHE WOULD LIKE TO ENCOURAGE THE PEOPLE
OF WEST FRANKFORT TO MAKE IT BEAUTIFUL ALL THE WAY AROUND.
THE FLOWERS ARE ALWAYS BEAUTIFUL ON MAIN STREET BUT LET’S
TAKE PRIDE IN THEIR HOMES AND IN YOUR PROPERTIES. TO HELP
MAKE EVERYTHING BEAUTIFUL IN WEST FRANKFORT. THE
BEAUTIFICATION GROUP WORKS VERY HARD AND THE REST OF THE
COMMUNITY SHOULD STEP UP IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS ON THE
SIDE STREETS TO MAKE THE TOWN LOOK GOQD.

20.AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS: MRS. DRAGOVICH STATED
THAT ONE OF THE PROPERTIES THE CITY IS INTERESTED IN



ACQUIRING HAS SOME KIDS WHO ARE ON THE ROOF OF THAT
HOUSE PLAYING ALL THE TIME, UNATTENDED. WE DID CALL THE
POLICE THIS LAST WEEK. WE ARE AFRAID THAT THE HOUSE IS IN
SUCH BAD CONDITION THAT THEY ARE GOING TO FALL THRU THE
ROOF AND GET HURT OR SOMETHING. | WOULDN'T WANT THE CITY
TO GET SUED IF THEY AQUIRE THAT PROPERTY. THE MAYOR STATED
IF WE GET IT; WE WILL BE DEMOLISHING IT. MRS DRAGOVICH STATED
IM SURE MY NEPHEW WOULD BE INTERESTED IN IT AT THAT TIME.

21.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:37 P.M.

MAYOR TOM JORDAN ANGELA BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK



