WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY. JANUARY 14, 2025

. MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE INCLUDING, THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA. THE MAYOR STATED WE DO HAVE TWO
ITEMS TO AMEND. CONSENT AGENDA ITEM C SHOULD BE MAY 2022
TO MAY 2024. ALSO, WE NEED TO ADD ITEM E, OUR CODES OFFICER
ASKED TO ADD SOMETHING WE NEED TO DO RIGHT AWAY.
APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR DEMOLITION AT 714 E. 8™
ST. | WOULD ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO AMEND THE AGENDA WITH
THOSE TWO ITEMS. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AS AMENDED.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
DECEMBER 26, 2024, REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE
HIRING OF TWO FIREFIGHTERS FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED THEY WERE ALREADY HIRED;
THIS IS THE RESOLUTION INDICATING THAT. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY INVOICE FROM RAY
O’HERRON IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,247.37 REGARDING THE PURCHASE



OF SIX BODY ARMOR VESTS AND SIX VEST CARRIERS FOR THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE THE MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE 2025 MFT LOCAL PUBLIC
AGENCY GENERAL MAINTENANCE ESTIMATE OF MAINTENANCE
COSTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,618.00. COMMISSIONER HOWARD
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FOR
MAINTENANCE UNDER THE ILLINOIS HIGHWAY CODE REGARDING
THE 2025 MFT PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,000.00.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE 2025 MFT MAINTENANCE
ENGINEERING AGREEMENT. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE PHASE Il I-67 AT IL149
INTERCHANGE ENGINEERING SERVICE AGREEMENT. THE MAYOR
ASKED MR. ROBERTS TO MENTION HOW THINGS ARE GOING ON THE
PROJECT, BECAUSE | KNOW THE ROUNDABOUTS ARE DONE AND ALL
OF THAT SORT OF THING. MIKE ROBERTS STATED THE ROUND
ABOUTS ARE REALLY NOT OUR PROJECT. PHASE | ENGINEERING IS
COMPLETE, PHASE Il IS THE NEXT STEP. IT WILL PROBABLY BE AN
EIGHTEEN TO TWENTY-FOUR MONTH PROCESS TO GET THAT DONE.
THIS APPROVES THAT YOUR LOCAL MANAGES REBUILD ILLINOIS
MONEY. YOU HAVE THAT LOCAL MONEY IN PLACE THAT IS EIGHTY
PERCENT FEDERAL FUNDED AND TWENTY PERCENT LOCAL MATCH
COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED | WAS WONDERING ABOUT THE
WATER RUN OFF, THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT THEY WERE NOT
GOING TO BE MAKING CHANGES IN THE RUNOFF SIX HUNDRED AND
TWENTY SEVEN FEET SOUTH OF NORTH ROAD, |-57 RUNS OFF DOWN
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INTO THAT BIG DITCH THERE. A REPRESENTATIVE FROM
LOCHMUELLER STATED BASICALLY WHAT WE DID THERE WAS THAT
THE DRAINAGE DESIGN HAS BEEN SET FROM THE PHASE |. THEY DID
A PRELIMINARY DESIGN TO DETERMINE WHERE THE WATER IS
SUPPOSED TO GO. THE DETAIL IN THAT SCOPE WAS REITERATING
WHAT WAS IN PHASE | DESIGN OF WHERE THINGS ARE GOING TO,
WHAT IS GOING TO BE DONE, AND WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED.
COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED THE CHANGES THAT YOUR MAKING
WON'T ADD TO THE WATER, BECAUSE IT DOES FLOOD THERE. THE
REPRESENTATIVE STATED NO THAT IS ALL ADDRESSED IN PHASE |
THAT IDOT APPROVED. COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED IS IT GOING
TO BE LIKE A CUL-DE-SAC THERE ALSO? | WAS WONDERING HOW
THE PEOPLE IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD ARE GOING TO BE ABLE TO
GET IN AND OUT. MR. ROBERTS STATED YES, THERE WILL BE AN
ACCESS ROAD. THE MAP IS HANGING UP INSIDE CITY HALL.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF DESIGN ENGINEERING INVOICE

#8 FOR THE DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE PROJECT, SECTION
18-00060-00-SW. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS THE CONSENT AGENDA:

a. APPROVAL TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $957,118.11.

b. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM LAUTERBACH & AMEN,
LLP IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,000.00 FOR APRIL 30, 2023 —
PROGRESS BILLING FOR AUDIT TO BE PAID OUT OF POLICE
PENSION FUND.

c. DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, TO HIRE LOCIS TO GET
ACCOUNTING RECORDS CURRENT FROM THE PERIOD OF MAY
2022 TO MAY 2024 FOR THE NEW TREASURER.

d. APPROVAL OF ADDENDUM 6 TO UPDATE THE EMPLOYEE
HANDBOOK.

e. APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR DEMOLITION AT 714 E
8™ ST.



COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

13.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~ THE MAYOR STATED THAD IS NOT
HERE TONIGHT TO EXPLAIN, BUT HE DID NOT INDICATE ANY ISSUES
WITH IT.

BUILDING PERMIT FOR A GARAGE FOR GAYLE STONE AT 402 E 6™ ST.

COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

14.OFFICER’S REPORT ~

FIRE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2024. CHIEF SAILLIEZ
REPORTED THAT THEY HAD 201-AMBULANCE CALLS, 4-
RUBBISH/ILLEGAL FIRES, 1-BRUSH/FIELD FIRES, 4-MOTOR VEHICLE
ACCIDENTS, 4-FIRE ALARMS, 2-VEHICLE FIRES, 10 - FIRE
EMERGENCIES; (GAS LEAKS, POWER LINES DOWN, ETC.), 1-
STRUCTURE FIRES, 0-SMOKE SCARES, 6-MUTUAL AID FIRE
RESPONSES, 6-AMBULANCE CALLS TURNED OVER TO MUTUAL AID.
FOR A TOTAL OF 239 CALLS DURING THE MONTH. THE DEPARTMENT
USED APPROXIMATELY 15,000 GALLONS OF WATER. THE
DEPARTMENT COLLECTED $15,526.49 FOR DECEMBER AMBULANCE
CALLS.

ACCUMED MERGED WITH ANOTHER COMPANY THAT IS NATION WIDE
FOR OUR AMBULANCE REVENUE AND BILLING PROCESS. |
DEPOSITED MYSELF WITH ABRA A LITTLE OVER $20,000.00 IN THE
LAST WEEK. THE NUMBERS WILL BE SKEWED FOR A COUPLE OF
MONTHS WITH THE MERGER THE WAY THE PAYMENTS ARE COMING
IN TO THE CITY AND NOT ACCUMED.

FIRE REPORT FOR THE YEAR OF 2024: 1962-AMBULANCE CALLS, 225-
LIFT ASSISTS, 35-BRUSH/FIELD FIRES, 101- ILLEGAL BURNS, 15-
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS, 47-FIRE ALARMS, 8-VEHICLE FIRES,
157- FIRE EMERGENCIES; (GAS LEAKS, POWER LINES DOWN, ETC.),
28- STRUCTURE FIRES, 13-SMOKE SCARES, 125-MUTUAL AID FIRE



RESPONSES, 9-MISC. CATEGORY FIRE RESPONSES. FOR A TOTAL OF
2,727 CALLS DURING THE YEAR OF 2024. THE DEPARTMENT
COLLECTED $723,636.51 FOR THE YEAR OF 2024.

POLICE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2024. DEPUTY
CHIEF WILLIS REPORTED OFFICERS ANSWERED A TOTAL OF 1,198
CALLS FOR SERVICE. OF THOSE CALLS 23 WERE TRAFFIC
ACCIDENTS, 2 WITH INJURIES. OFFICERS RESPONDED TO 25
DOMESTIC DISPUTES, 3 FIGHTS IN PROGRESS, 26 ALARMS, 3
INTOXICATED PERSONS, 7 BURGLARIES, 7 REPORTS OF CRIMINAL
DAMAGE TO PROPERTY, 10 COMPLAINTS OF JUVENILE PROBLEMS, 12
REPORTED THEFTS, AND 31 COMPLAINTS OF DISORDERLY
CONDUCT/DISTURBANCES. AND OFFICERS MADE 9 STREET
CONTACTS. OFFICERS CONDUCTED 203 TRAFFIC STOPS, WHERE
THEY ISSUED 48 CITIATIONS, 150 WARNINGS, AND 13 LW-27'S. THERE
WERE 48 ADULT ARRESTS MADE AND 2 JUVENILE ARREST,
RESULTING IN 60 CRIMINAL CHARGES FILED.

DISPATCHERS ANSWERED 1,466 CALLS.

OF THOSE, 536 WERE 9-1-1 CALLS, 79 WERE WALK IN REQUESTS.
1,198 WERE FOR POLICE, 244 WERE FOR WEST FRANKFORT FIRE, 11
WERE FOR ABBOTT EMS, AND 2 FOR UNITED AMBULANCE. FOR THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER, WE COLLECTED $1,940.00 IN FINES AND
FEES.

POLICE REPORT FOR THE YEAR OF 2024: OFFICERS ANSWERED A
TOTAL OF 15,621 CALLS FOR SERVICE, CONDUCTED A TOTAL OF
2,423 TRAFFIC STOPS, WHERE THEY ISSUED 614 TOTAL CITATIONS,
THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 738 ADULT ARRESTS AND 63 JUVENILE
ARRESTS.

DISPATCHERS ANSWERED A TOTAL OF 19,245 CALLS. FOR THE YEAR
OF 2024 WE COLLECTED $32,115.40 IN FINES AND FEES.

CODES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2024. PERMITS:
1~BUILDING PERMITS, 0~SIGN PERMITS. 5~ SOLAR PERMITS. RENTAL
PROPERTIES: 15~RENTAL INSPECTIONS PERFORMED. CASE ACTIVITY
REPORT ~ 34 WHICH INCLUDES DOORS TAGGED VERBAL WARNINGS,
VEHICLES TAGGED, INSPECTIONS OF VIOLATIONS, INSPECTIONS,



CITATIONS ISSUED, LETTERS SENT, ETC.
15.MAYORS REPORT~

THE MAYOR STATED WE DID ISSUE A DISASTER DECLARATION FOR A
CLEAN UP FOR THE STORM. | WORKED WITH RYAN BUCKINGHAM.
THIS ALLOWS US TO BE ABLE TO GET COUNTY RESOURCES TO HELP
CLEAN UP SOME OF THIS STUFF THAT ARE OVERWHEMLING OUR
CITY WORKERS. THEY ARE WORKING TIRELESSLY; | APPRECIATE
EVERYTHING EVERYBODY DOES THAT WORKS FOR THE CITY. THIS
WILL HELP GET US SOME ASSISTANCE. ALSO, AS PART OF THAT WE
HAVE IN OUR ORDINANCES ABOUT FIRES THAT YOU CAN NOT BURN/
HAVE BONFIRES UNLESS IT IS ALLOWED BY US. PART OF THE
DISASTER DECLARATION, WE ARE ALLOWING THAT WITH A
REASONABLE SIZE. | LEFT THAT UP TO CHIEF SAILLEZ. CHIEF STATED
WHAT WE TOLD EVERYBODY ON OUR FACEBOOK, IT DEPENDS ON
THE SIZE OF DEBRIS, WE STILL ARE NOT GOING TO ALLOW TWO
FOOT DIAMETER LOGS TO SMOLDER FOR TWO WEEKS OR ANYTHING
LIKE THAT. WE WILL BE A LITTLE BIT MORE LENIENT ON WHAT IS
ALLOWED TO BURN. THE MAYOR STATED | IMAGINE THE COUNTY IS
ALSO OVERWHELMED AND TRYING TO GET TO THESE AS FAST AS
THEY CAN. RYAN WANTED TO MAKE SURE | MENTIONED, THIS IS IN
NO WAY SAYING WE SHOULD HAVE RESPONDED SOONER OR
SOMETHING LIKE THAT. WHAT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT IS THE
CLEAN UP. WHEN THE SNOW AND ICE HAPPEN, YES IT WAS AN
INCONVENIENCE. IT WASN'T LIKE A TORNADO OR AN EARTHQUAKE
TYPE SITUATION. POWER DOWN IS TERRIBLE ESPECIALLY WHEN IT
IS COLD OUT, ECT. BUT IT WASN'T TO THE POINT WHERE WE WOULD
HAVE TO HAVE A DISASTER DECLARED AT THE TIME IT WAS GOING
ON. IN ORDER TO GET THE ASSISTANCE OF MUTAL AID FOR CLEAN
UP, WE HAD TO ISSUE THAT DISASTER DELARATION.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS~

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED YOU HEARD THE REPORTS FROM
THE FIRE AND POLICE, FOR A TOWN OUR SIZE WE HAD A BUSY YEAR.
THEY HAVE DONE A GREAT JOB.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED PART OF OUR CONSENT AGENDA
WAS, WE MADE ARRANGEMENTS WITH OUR SOFTWARE COMPANY
TO COME IN AND HELP US GET THE BOOKS COMPLETELY



STRAIGHTENED OUT. THAT IS GOING TO START IMMEDIATELY. OUR
NEW TREASURER IS WORKING HARD ON GETTING STUFF
STRAIGHTENED OUT ALSO.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED | APPRECIATE THE STREET,
WATER, AND SEWER DEPARTMENT DOING WHAT THEY DID HELPING
OUT WITH THE SNOW AND ICE.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED | APPRECIATE THEM TO, BECAUSE
| AM OVER THE LAKES, SALT WAS PUT OUT THERE AND THAT HELPED
EVERYONE OUT THERE. WE HAVE HAD AN ISSUE AT THE OLD LAKE.
PEOPLE WHO ARE WATCHING THIS, NEEDS TO REALIZE YOU CAN
NOT RAM THROUGH THE GATE WHEN ITS UP OR DRIVE ACROSS THE
LEVY. WE SEE MARKS IN THE SNOW WHERE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ALL
OVER THE PLACE OUT THERE. | REALIZE IT IS FUN, BUT SOMEONE IS
GOING TO GET HURT, AND WE ARE GOING TO BE SPENDING A LOT
OF TAXPAYER MONEY FIXING THE LEVY IF IT GETS DAMAGED. WE
HAVE ON FILM SOMEONE IN A TRUCK RAMMING THROUGH THE GATE
AND DESTROYING IT. WE ARE TRYING TO EVERONE SAFE AND THE
LAKE LOOKING NICE.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS:

KRISTI BUSSLER STATED | AM THE DIRECTOR OF THE SENIOR
CENTER HERE IN TOWN, THE WIT & WISDOM. | APPRECIATE THE
CITY’S SUPPORT OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS. OUR SENIORS
FEEL VALUED. AS HISTORICALLY ONE OF THE MOST UNDER SERVED
POPULATIONS, | THINK THAT IS REALLY IMPORTANT. A CHALLENGE
THAT WE HAVE IS, THAT | WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS TO THE COUNCIL
SO WE COULD ESTABLISH A DIALOUGE AND COME UP WITH A
SOLUTION FOR IS THE OLD KING COAL FESTIVAL. OUR SENIORS
LOVE THE FESTIVAL AND SUPPORT IT. HOWEVER, WHERE OUR
BUILDING IS LOCATED WHEN THE FESTIVAL COMES IN IT PROHIBITS
US FROM DELIVERING OUR SERVICES. | AM CONTRACTUALLY
OBLIGATED TO CONTINUE TO DELIVER THOSE SERVIES. WE CAN GET
OUR DELIVERY TRUCKS/VANS IN AND OUT. IN A YEAR WE SERVE
OVER EIGHTY THOUSAND MEALS OUT OF THAT FACILITY. TWO
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE PER DAY GOES ALL OVER THE COUNTY
ON OUR MEALS ON WHEELS ROUTE, AND AN AVERAGE OF FIFTY-FIVE
INSIDE THE CENTER EVERYDAY. WE DO NOT HAVE ANY PARKING



DURING THE OLD KING COAL FESTIVAL, THE SENIORS ARE HAVING
TO PARK A BLOCK OR MORE A DAY AND WALK TO THE FACILITY.
SOME OF THEM HAVE MOBILITY ISSUES. LAST YEAR WE HAD A NINTY
TWO-YEAR-OLD FALL BECAUSE SHE HAD TO PARK SO FAR AWAY. AN
IDEA | HAD WAS WE NEED AN ESTABLISHED AREA /CITY PARKING LOT
TO PARK AND SAY ITS SENIOR PARKING. WE ONLY NEED IT FROM
11:00 AM UNTIL ABOUT 1:00 PM. WE ALSO NEED SOME SORT OF
TRANSPORTATION BACK AND FORTH FROM THAT LOT. AS AN
EXAMPLE, THE LOT WHERE WE HAVE THE CHRISTMAS TREE WE
HAVE SOME PARKING THERE. IF WE WERE ABLE TO HAVE THE CITY
HELP US WITH THE RENTAL OF TWO SIX PASSENGER GOLF CARTS
TO BE ABLE TO RUN THE SENIORS BACK AND FORTH. | DID CHECK IN
2023 THE PRICE TO RENT WAS $150.00 A DAY FOR ONE. FOR TWO OF
THEM, THAT WOULD BE ABOUT $1,500.00 FOR THE WEEK. | WASN'T
SURE IF THE CITY WOULD ENTERTAIN THAT IDEA FOR THE FUTURE.
THE MAYOR STATED THAT IS SOMETHING WE CAN TALK ABOUT AND
FIGURE SOMETHING OUT FOR YOU.

TINA ROSE STATED MY QUESTIONS INVOLVE SOMETHING YOU
VOTED ON THIS EVENING. | THINK THE CITY WOULD LIKE TO KNOW
MORE INFORMATION. QUESTIONS ABOUT ITEM NUMBER C: HIRING
LOCIS TO GET THE ACCOUNTING RECORDS CURRENT. COULD YOU
FURTHER EXPLIAN WHY THIS IS NECESSARY FOR OUR CITY? | DO
NOT THINK OUR CITY IS AWARE OF THE MISSING GRANTS, THE
LOSSES, AND THE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS THAT THE CITY IS FACING. |
AM HERE FOR A LOT OF MEETINGS. | HEAR YOU TALK ABOUT THE
AUDITS, BUT IT IS ALWAYS HUSH HUSH LIKE HEY WE ARE MOVING
DOWN THE ROAD. THAT IS NOT THE TRUTH. | THINK THIS IS A GOOD
TIME, SINCE YOU VOTED ON THIS TO EXPLAIN TO THE CITY WHERE
WE ARE AT. THE MAYOR STATED | DO NOT FEEL LIKE ANYTHING HAS
BEEN HUSH HUSH, WE HAVE BEEN PRETTY OPENED AND HONEST
ABOUT THE ISSUES WE ARE HAVING WITH GETTING THE AUDIT
DONE. THIS ITEM HERE, IS NOT PERTAINING TO THE CURRENT AUDIT.
IT IS TO MAKE SURE THAT FUTURE AUDITS WILL GET DONE. MS.
ROSE STATED TO GET IT CAUGHT UP, AND GET EVERYTHING RIGHT |
UNDERSTAND THAT, AND | AM ALL FORIT. | AM AGAINST THAT | FEEL
LIKE IT IS NOT AS TRANSPARENT AS IT COULD BE. WHAT MEASURES
ARE BEING TAKEN CURRENTLY TO HOLD THE AUDITING FIRM
ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE DELAYS THAT WE HAVE AS A CITY? HAVE
WE FILED A LAWSUIT AGAINST THEM? THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED
NO, | CAN TRY TO ADDRESS YOUR QUESTION. | DO REPRESENT



OTHER MUNICIPALITES AND ISSUES WITH AUDITS ARE COMMON,
AND THEY DO COME UP FROM TIME TO TIME. BECAUSE THEIR
AUDITS THAT ARE TAKING LONGER THAN USUAL DOES NOT
NECESSARILY MEAN FUNDS ARE MISAPPROPRIATED, IT IS JUST THAT
YOU HAVE TO DOCUMENT TRANSACTIONS CERTAIN WAYS. EACH
CITY HAS A LOT OF DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS. SOMETIMES MONEY
WAS USED FROM OINE ACCOUNT BUT SHOULD HAVE BEEN USED
FROM ANOTHER ACCOUNT THAT NEEDS TO BE SWAPPED BACK AND
FORTH. UNTIL AN AUDITOR SAYS, EVERYTHING IS IN ORDER THE
GOVERNMENT CAN SAY WE ARE NOT GOING TO APPROVE ANY
GRANTS. WEST FRANKFORT IS NOT THE ONLY CITY DEALING WITH
THIS RIGHT NOW AS FAR AS | AM CONCERNED. THIS IS SOMETHING
THAT THE CITY IS WORKING THROUGH, AND SOUNDS TO ME LIKE
MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. AM | SURE EVERYONE WANTS IT
TO BE MOVING MORE QUICKLY. ANOTHER THING TO KEEP IN MIND IS
THAT A LOT OF CPA FIRMS ARE NOW REFUSING TO DO
GOVERNMENT AUDITS BECAUSE THE WORK IS DIFFICULT, AND VERY
TEDIOUS. A LOT OF CITIES ARE HAVING A HARD TIME FINDING
LICENSED AUDITORS TO DO THIS. THE MAYOR STATED THAT IS THE
PRIMARY ISSUE WE HAD FOR THE AUDIT. THEY ARE NOT DELAYING
US; WE WERE NOT ABLE TO GET THEM CONTRACTED AS FAST AS WE
WOULD LIKE TO. WE SEARCHED FOR AN AUDIT FIRM. THE AUDIT FIRM
THAT THE CITY USED PREVIOUSLY COULDN'T HANDLE THE LOAD,
AND THAT IS WHY THE AUDITS HAVE BEEN DELAYED. THE ACTION
WAS TAKEN TO FIND ANOTHER FIRM THAT CAN DO IT. THAT TOOK
SOME TIME AND WAS DIFFICULT TO DO. WE FINALLY FOUND ONE,
AND NOW THEY ARE TRYING TO PLAY CATCH UP TO GET US WHERE
WE NEED TO BE. THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED, WHEN A NEW
AUDITOR COMES IN, THEY ARE USUALLY MORE CAREFUL BECAUSE
THEY DO NOT WANT TO BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR SOMETHING
THE PRIOR AUDITORS DID. THERE IS ALWAYS A PERIOD OF DELAY
WHEN A NEW AUDITING FIRMS COMES IN, AND A PERIOD OF
DIFFICULTY IF YOU WILL. MS. ROSE STATED IN MAY 2023, ON THE
DAY YOU WERE SWORN [N, ONE OF THE AUDITORS WAS IN THE
AUDIENCE AND SPOKE ABOUT EIGHT AND A HALF BILLION DOLLARS
THAT WAS OUT OF SORTS FROM OUR GENERAL FUND. | HAVE READ
THE CITY MEETING MINUTES FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS EVERYONE
THAT IS ONLINE. FROM THAT DATE FORWARD | DO NOT SEE A
SINGLE ANNNOUNCEMENT THAT, THAT MONEY WAS FOUND. CAN
ANYBODY EXPLAIN? THE MAYOR STATED HE WAS THE DEPUTY



TREASURER WHAT HE SAID WAS WHEN HE WAS HIRED WHICH
WOULD HAVE BEEN BEFORE 2023 THAT THEIR WAS EIGHT AND HALF
MILLION DOLLARS THAT WAS NOT RECONCILED. NO ONE VERIFED
OR FACT CHECKED HIM TO SEE IF THAT WAS EVEN THE CASE. HE
WAS SAYING THAT WAS THE CONDITION WHEN BEFORE CAME. MS.
ROSE STATED | GET THAT WAS DUMPED ON YOUR LAP. WHAT | AM
TRYING TO SAY IS WE HAVE TO BE MORE PUBLIC ABOUT BECAUSE
FINDING OUT ABOUT THE GRANTS OTHER WAYS INSTEAD OF FROM A
REGULAR MEETING FROM YOU. THE MAYOR STATED I DID ADDRESS
THE RECONCILIATION ISSUE A PREVIOUS MEETING THAT YOU WERE
NOT AT. TO CLARIFY RECONCILIATION AS IN WHEN YOU WRITE A
CHECK AND YOU PUT IT IN YOUR CHECK REGISTER AND GET THE
STATEMENT FROM THE BANK YOU HAVE TO RECONCILE WITH THAT
BANK STATEMENT. MS. ROSE STATED OUTSIDE OF THIS LOCIS THING
AND THE NEW TREASURER WHAT PLANS DO WE HAVE TO GO
FORWARD TO GET THE GRANTS AGAIN? THE MAYOR STATED BY THIS
FIRM LOCIS IS THE COMPANY THAT PROVIDES OUR SOFTWARE FOR
PAYROLL, BILL PAYING, ETC. THE GENTLEMAN THAT IS APART OF
THIS ORGANIZATION IS A CPA. HE IS GOING TO COME IN AND HELP
US GET THE BOOKS BACK IN ORDER. WE WANT TO MAKE SURE WE
HAVE EVERYTHING FOR OUR NEXT AUDIT. AS YOU KNOW THEY
SHOULD BE STARTING ON THE NEXT ONE BUT WE ARE STILL
DEALING WITH THE PREVIOUS ONE. THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED
JUST TO BE CLEAR, SOMEONE SAYING EIGHT AND A HALF MILLON
DOLLARS WORTH OF TRANSACTIONS NEEDING TO BE RECONCILED
DOES NOT MEAN EIGHT AND HALF MILLION DOLLARS IS MISSING,
AND IT COULD MEAN ZERO DOLLARS IS MISSING. MS. ROSE STATED
IT COULD BE BUT NO ONE MADE AN ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT WAS
FOUND OR RECONCILED. WITH ALL OF THIS CAUSING GRANT MONEY
TO BE LOST TO THE CITY, DO YOU HAVE A TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT
OF HOW MUCH OF THE GRANTS WHERE WE LOST THIS YEAR? THE
MAYOR STATED NO WE DON'T. MS. ROSE STATED WHAT STEPS ARE
YOU TAKING TO INVOLVE RESIDENTS TO ADDRESS THESE
CHALLENGES, LIKE ARE YOU GOING TO HOLD ANY PUBLIC FORUMS
OR CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEES? THE MAYOR STATED | AM NOT
SURE WHAT ADVANTAGE THAT COULD HAVE, EXCEPT JUST
INFORMING THE PUBLIC. MS. ROSE STATED | THINK IT WILL BE
IMPORTANT TO HAVE A SPECIAL FOURM TO INVITE THE PUBLIC IN TO
GIVE THEIR IDEAS. | UNDERSTAND THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING IS
SUPPOSED TO BE FOR THAT, BUT YOU SEE OUR ATTENDANCE. THE



MAYOR STATED OPTIONS ON FINANCIAL MATTERS | WOULD DEFER
TO EXPERTS WHO HAVE DEGREES, THAT HAVE EXPERTISE IN THAT
FIELD. MS. ROSE STATED | HAVE HEARD A LOT OF IDEAS FROM OUR
CITIZENS ABOUT THINGS LIKE BUSINESSES THAT ARE TRYING TO
SAY HEY WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THIS, THINGS THAT WOULD
PROBABLY BENEFIT WHAT YOU ARE WORKING ON. | THINK THEY
HAVE A WEALTH OF IDEAS, | DO NOT EXPECT THEM TO DO THE
BOOKS. BUT TO HAVE THEM CONTRIBUTE IDEAS ON HOW TO RAISE
MONEY FOR GRANTS WE HAVE LOST. THE MAYOR STATED THAT IS
SOMETHING TO CONSIDER. MS. ROSE STATED YOU HAD MADE THIS
POST AND | WAS PRETTY UPSET ABOUT IT BECAUASE YOU SAID |
WAS SUING YOU BECAUSE | WAS ANGRY YOU DID NOT GIVE ME A
JOB. HAVE YOU EVER GOT A JOB APPLICATION FROM ME? THE
MAYOR STATED NO. MS. ROSE STATED | HAVE ONLY OFFERED TO
VOLUNTEER, BUT | JUST WANTED TO CLARIFY | HAVE NEVER
APPLIED FOR A JOB. THE MAYOR STATED | DO NOT RECALL SAYING
YOU HAD APPLIED FOR A JOB.

16.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
FOR DISCUSSIONS PURSUANT TO 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (1), 5 ILCS 120/2 (C)
(5/6) AND (11). MAYOR STATED WHICH WOULD BE PERSONNEL,
BUYING/SELLING PROPERTY, AND LITIGATION. THEY WILL NOT BE
MAKING ANY DECISIONS DURING OR AFTERWARDS. AT 6:40 P.M.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

17.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A MOTION TO RETURN TO OPEN
SESSION AT 7:38 P.M. WHERE NO ACTION WAS TAKEN.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

18.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:39 P.M.
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fMAYOR, TIM ARVIEW ANﬁREA BOLEN, CITY CLERK




