WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2020

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE

SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $272,199.79. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT OFFERS FOR PURCHASE

OF LOTS DEEMED AS SURPLUS PROPERTY. THE MAYOR STATED
THERE WERE TWO PROPERTIES THAT THE CITY HAS RECEIVED BIDS
ON; THE FIRST LOT RECEIVED TWO BIDS AT 405 S. ODLE. WE HAVE A
BID FROM JOSHUA OWENS AND HE OWNS THE PROPERTY AT 403 S.
ODLE AS RENTAL PROPERTY AND HE HAS BID $500.00 TO PURCHASE
THE PROPERTY. WE ALSO HAVE A BID FROM KATHERINE CORNELL
JONES AND SHE HAS BID $700.00 AND SHE SAYS THIS BID DEPENDS
ON WHETHER THE PROPERTY HAS HAD A BASEMENT PRIOR.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE HIGHER
BID, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

THE OTHER LOT IS AT 1704 E. OAK. THERE IS A BID OF $1,000.00
FROM LAWRENCE AND HEATHER TURNER, THEY LIVE AT 1701 E. ELM.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE BID,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.



5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR
A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM. THE
MAYOR STATED THERE WAS A PUBLIC HEARING ABOUT THIS
EARLIER. THIS IS A HOUSING REHAB PROGRAM THAT IS GOING TO
BE MONITORED BY CROSSWALK. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING APPROVAL TO MAKE APPLICATION FO PHASE I
ENGINEERING, PHASE 1l ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION FOR
THE ILLINOIS TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (ITEP).
THE MAYOR ASKED THE CITY ENGINEER, MIKE ROBERTS, TO
EXPLAIN THIS ITEM. MR. ROBERTS STATED THAT ANOTHER FUNDING
CYCLE FOR THE ILLINOIS TRANPORTATION ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM. THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT APPLIED FOR FUNDING
FOR DESIGN ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING AND
PHASE 1 ENGINEERING. THE APPLICAIONS ARE DUE IN NOVEMBER IF
YOU WANT TO MAKE APPLICATION. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED
IF THIS WAS FOR THE SIDEWALKS AND STREET LIGHTS BETWEEN
JEFFERSON AND MONROE. THE CITY ENGINEER STATED, YES,
SIMILAR TO WHAT YOU HAVE DONE IN THE PAST, THE DECORATIVE
SIDEWALK, LIGHTING, PROBABLY REPLACE SOME OF THE CURB AND
GUTTER. THE CITYCOMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
THE LEASING OF A SPECIFIC AREAS OF THE WEST FRANKFORT
OUTLET MALL. THE MAYOR STATED THAT THIS WAS A RENEWAL OF
A LEASE WITH COUNTRY COMPANIES FOR TWO YEARS AT THE SAME
RENT AS BEFORE. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
THE LEASING OF A SPECIFIC AREAS OF THE WEST FRANKFORT
BUSINESS INCUBATOR. THE MAYOR STATED THERE WERE THREE
VACANT SUITES AT THE WFBI AND THEY WERE COMBINED FOR



COMPUTECHNIQUE. THEY WILL BE LEASING SUITES 17C, 17D AND
17E, THIS IS A ONE YEAR LEASE FOR $300.00 PER MONTH.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
THE LEASING OF 222 E. MAIN STREET. THE MAYOR STATED THE
BUILDINGS THAT WE ACQUIRED ON MAIN STREET A FEW YEARS AGO
AND WE HAD ONE OF THEM THAT WAS LEASED OUT, BUT THE
GENTLEMAN BECAME ILL AND HE COULDN'T FULFILL HIS LEASE.
JORDAN MURPHY HAS BEEN UP THERE WORKING ON THAT AND HE
WOULD LIKE TO LEASE THAT BUILDING FROM US FOR THE PERIOD
OF ONE YEAR. HE IS GOING TO CALL IT GALLERY 222 AND HE IS
GOING TO PUT SOME OF HIS ART UP THERE. HE IS THE ONE THAT
PAINTED THE MURAL ON THE SIDE OF THE BUILDING AT BURGS. HE
IS AVERY TALENTED YOUNG MAN. THIS IS A LEASE FOR HIM TO
RENT THE BUILDING FOR ONE YEAR AT $250.00 PER MONTH.
HOPEFULLY, IF THIS WORKS OUT, WE CAN SELL HIM THAT BUILDING
IN THE FUTURE. | BELIEVE HE IS ALSO PLANNING ON LIVING IN THE
BACK OF THIS BUILDING. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CITY TO MAKE
APPLICATION TO THE ILLINOIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
FOR STRONG COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ROUND 1 GRANT
APPLICATION. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS A GRANT WE ARE
APPLYING FOR AND GREATER EGYPT IS HELPING US WITH IT, BUT
WE ARE DOING AN AWFUL LOT OF WORK ON IT. WE TEAR DOWN A
LOT OF BUILDINGS AND THIS IS A GRANT WE ARE ASKING THE STATE
OF ILLINOIS TO REIMBURSE US GOING BACK TO JANUARY OF THIS
YEAR FOR ALL THE BUILDINGS WE HAVE TORN DOWN AND ALSO TO
GIVE US FUNDING TO TEAR DOWN BUILDINGS IN THE FUTURE. ALSO,
IF WE CAN ACQUIRE THIS GRANT, THERE IS A POSSIBILITY THIS IS AN
ONGOING THING. THEY LIKE COMMUNITIES THAT ARE DOING THIS.
THE FACT THAT WE ARE A LOW INCOME COMMUNITY HELPS US A
LOT. SO WE ARE ASKING FOR COUNCIL'S APPROVAL TO APPLY AND
SIGN THIS GRANT ONCE IT IS COMPLETED. COMMISSIONER HARKINS



MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

11.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ESTIMATE FROM CLINTON
ELECTRIC IN THE AMOUNT OF $18,242.00 REGARDING THE
INSTALLATION OF A 3P, 225 AMP, 120/208 VOLT TRANSFER WITCH
AND CUMMINS GENERATOR THAT WAS DONATED TO THE CITY BY
WPS. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE A GENERATOR THAT HAS BEEN
DONATED TO THE CITY BY WPS. IT IS BIG ENOUGH TO RUN THIS
ENTIRE BUILDING AND ANOTHER BUILDING THIS SIZE. WE HAVE
BEEN TALKING WITH THE FIRE CHIEF AND OTHERS ABOUT THIS.
FIRST OF ALL, I CAN ONLY IMAGINE WHAT THE COST OF THIS
GENERATOR WOULD BE IF WE HAD TO BUY IT. THIS IS JUST FOR
INSTALLATION. WE WILL HAVE TO PURCHASE A TRANSFER SWITCH.
IT HAS A 300 GALLON TANK FOR DIESEL FUEL. COMMISSIONER
WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM FRANKLIN
COUNTY HIGHWAY FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,700.00 REGARDING
THE PURCHASE OF SALT FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

13.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS:

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A BUILDING PERMIT. THE MAYOR
STATED THIS WAS FOR A CONCRETE BLOCK SHED AT 108 BENTON
ROAD. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A BUILDING PERMIT. THE MAYOR
STATED THIS WAS FOR A POLE BARN AT 1710 E. OAK STREET.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION



CARRIED.

14.MAYOR’S COMMENTS: THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO
TAKE A MOMENT AND TALK ABOUT JOHN HAMPTON. WE LOST ONE
OF OUR DISPATCHERS. | READ ALL THE COMMENTS ON FACEBOOK
ABOUT HIM THAT WERE WRITTEN BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND
POLICE DEPARTMENT, OTHER DISPATCHERS AND PEOPLE THAT
KNEW HIM. AS LONG AS | CAN REMEMBER BEING IN THE FIRE
SERVICE, THE WEST SIDE OF THE COUNTY STARTED AN AMBULANCE
SERVICE AND JOHN HAMPTON WAS INVOLVED IN THAT. THEY
STARTED CENTRAL DISPATCH OVER THERE TO PUT RADIO
COMMUNICATIONS TO PUT RADIO COMMUNICATIONS FOR WALTON,
ZIEGLER, CHRISTOPHER, VALIER, BUCKNER AND SESSER AND HE
WAS INVOLVED IN THAT. WE WERE LUCKY ENOUGH TO GET HIM AT
THE CITY. WHEN YOU LOSE SOMEBODY, YOU STOP AND PAUSE AND
THINK ABOUT WHAT THEY MEANT TO YOU AND HOW MUCH THEY DID.
THERE IS A HOLE THAT IS GOING TO BE IN THAT POLICE
DEPARTMENT AND IT IS GOING TO BE HARD TO FILL. | WANT TO
THANK CHIEF PRUDENT FOR THE WAY WE REPRESENTED OUR CITY
OVER THERE. HE HAD A TREMENDOUS FUNERLA AND HE WAS A
REALLY GOOD GUY. I JUST WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE WAS
A GOOD EMPLOYEE AND A GREAT PERSON.

| ALSO WANT TO SAY A LITTLE ABOUT THE GREEN SPACE ON MAIN
STREET. | WANT TO THANK CONNIE, HARRIET AND ROGER AND
WHOEVER HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN THIS PROJECT. | REALLY FEEL
LIKE WE WERE BLESSED WHEN THAT BUILDING WAS TORN DOWN
AND THE CITY GAINED ACCESS TO THAT PROPERTY, PLUS A
CHURCH FOR APPROXIMATELY $21,000. WE ARE GOING TO POUR A
CONCRETE PAD IN THE MIDDLE OF THAT LOT AND PUT THE
CHRISTMAS TREE THERE THIS YEAR, ALONG WITH THE SANTA
HOUSE, TREES AND BENCHES. THERE WILL BE A PARKING LOT IN
THE BACK OF THAT AREA AS WELL. THE WHOLE PROJECT IS
SOMEWHERE AROUND $10,000.00 AND PEOPLE WILL BE ABLE TO
PURCHASE A TREE OR A BENCH AND SPONSOR THAT ITEM FOR A
LOVED ONE. THIS WILL HELP THIS PROJECT GET COMPLETED WITH,
HOPEFULLY, NOT A LOT OF EXPENSE TO THE CITY.

15.COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THAT SOME DAMAGE HAS BEEN
DONE TO ONE OF THE DETECTIVE TRUCKS AND ONE OF THE SQUAD



CARS THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO GET FIXED. THEREFORE, WE WOULD
LIKE TO REQUEST EMERGENCY APPROVAL OF REPAIRS TO A WEST
FRANKFORT POLICE SQUAD CARIN THE AMOUNT OF $5,665.31 AND
TRUCK IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,213.17 FOR A TOTAL OF $8,878.48.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED HE DIDN'T HAVE MUCH. WE MET
WITH IDOT THIS WEEK REGARDING WORK TO BE DONE ON MAIN
STREET FROM DOUGLAS STREET TO HIGHWAY 57. | THINK THE
MAYOR IS MEETING WITH THEM AGAIN TOMORROW TO SHOW THEM
WHERE TO MOVE THE POLES. THEY TALKED ABOUT BURYING THE
LINES, BUT THE CITY COULD BUY EVERYONE A GENERATOR AND
SKIP THE LINES FOR WHAT THEY WANTED TO BURY THOSE.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THE STREET DEPARTMENT IS
DOING OKAY. LARRY IS DOING A GOOD JOB GETTING READY TO
MAKE THE BAM AND COAL PATCH.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED WATER AND SEWER IS DOING
GREAT. WE DIDN'T SPEND ANY MONEY TONIGHT. | JUST WANTED TO
POINT THAT OUT. SO FAR SO GOOD.

THERE WAS A LAKE COMMITTEE MEETING THE OTHER NIGHT.
THERE ARE A FEW THINGS WE NEED TO DO OUT THERE. THE TREES
GOING INTO THE SPORTSMEN’S DOCK THE LIMBS NEED TO BE
TRIMMED.

16. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

HALLOWEEN! THE MAYOR STATED WE ARE RECEIVING CALLS FROM
THE BUSINESSES WANTING TO KNOW IF WE ARE DOING TRAIL OF
TREATS AND/OR TRICK OR TREATING. WE ARE GOING TO DISUSS
THIS A LITTLE BIT. MY OPINION IS | LIKE THE WAY WHEN YOU TALK
ABOUT COVID, WE ARE ADULTS. IF YOU WANT TO HAVE TRICK OR
TREATING AT YOUR HOUSE, YOU TURN YOUR PORCH LIGHT ON AND
YOU GIVE THEM CANDY. IF YOU DON'T, YOU TURN YOUR PORCH
LIGHT OFF AND THEY STAY AWAY. | THINK IF YOU ARE A BUSINESS
AND YOU WANT TO HAVE TRAIL OF TREATS COMING DOWN MAIN
STREET AND YOU WANT TO INVITE THEM INTO YOUR BUSINESS, YOU
MAKE IT KNOWN. IF YOU WANT TO DO IT, YOU CAN DO IT, IF YOU



DON'T WANT TO DO IT, DON'T. | AM RELUCTANT TO STOP PEOPLE
FROM DOING THINGS THEY WANT TO DO. AGAIN, IT IS LIKE WEARING
A MASK, | NEED TO WEAR A MASK IF YOU WANT ME TO WEAR A
MASK. THAT IS JUST COMMON CONSIDERATION. | THINK THAT WE
HAVE TO BE COGNIZANT THAT WE HAVE JUST SAT HERE AND
TALKED ABOUT THE FACT THAT WE HAVE LOST ONE OF OUR
EMPLOYEES TO COVID, SO IT IS REAL. CHIEF PRUDENT HAS JUST
TALKED ABOUT THE FACT WE HAVE ANOTHER EMPLOYEE WHO HAS
JUST CONTRACTED IT. BUT | DO THINK, LIFE GOES ON. THAT IS MY
OPINION. WHAT DOES EVERYONE ELSE THINK? COMMISSIONER
WARREN STATED IT WAS BROUGHT UP ABOUT A PARADE, LIKE THEY
DID GRADUATION. THROW CANDY OUT AT PEOPLE STANDING. THE
MAYOR ASKED IF THAT IS GOING TO BE AT NIGHT? COMMISSIONER
WARREN STATED THAT SHE KNOWS HOW HARD THE SCHOOLS ARE
WORKING TO KEEP THE KIDS SAFE AND NOT CONGREGATE, BUT
PEOPLE HAVE THEIR OWN IDEAS ABOUT DOING THINGS.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED THAT HE DID NOT HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH TRICK OR TREATING, AS FAR AS TRAIL OF TREATS
HE THINKS WE NEED TO TALK TO THE BUSINESSES BEFORE WE
COMMIT TO ANYTHING ON THAT. | AM NOT SURE IF THEY WOULD
WANT TO DO IT OR THAT IT IS A GOOD IDEA. COMMISSIONER
WARREN ADDED, YES BECAUSE THEY WOULD BE SITTING OUT
THERE WITH ALL OF THESE PEOPLE YOU DON'T KNOW COMING BY.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED IF SOMEBODY WANTS TO OPEN
THEIR DOOR TO TRICK OR TREATERS AND TURN THEIR LIGHTS ON,
THAT’'S FINE, THAT'S THEIR PEROGATIVE. THE MAYOR SAID LET’S
TAKE THESE ONE AT ATIME. SO TRICK OR TREATING IS SOMETHING
THAT WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO EVERYONE AND THE
REQUIREMENT WOULD BE TO THE HOUSES WITH LIGHTS ON ONLY.
LET THAT BE THEIR CHOICE. IF THE HOMEOWNER IS CONCERNED
ABOUT IT, DON'T DO IT AND IF THE PARENTS DON'T WANT THEIR
CHILDREN TO DO IT, DON'T TAKE THEM OUT. IT'S NOT MANDATORY.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON SAID WE SHOULD JUST SET THE HOURS.
HALLOWEEN IS ON A SATURDAY AND HAVE TRICK OR TREATING
FROM 5:00P.M. TO 8:00 P.M.



17.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:00 P.M.

MAYOR TOM JORDAN ANGELA BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK



