
 

WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 2023 

  
 
1. MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS, AND DEPUTY CITY 

CLERK WERE IN ATTENDANCE. THE CITY CLERK AND CITY ATTORNEY 

HAVE NOT BEEN APPOINTED.  

 

2. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 

12TH, 2023 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

2b.   THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

JUNE 13TH, 2023 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

3. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ADOPT AN ORDINANCE 

ESTABLISHING A BUDGET FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES FOR THE 

CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON 

THE FIRST DAY OF MAY 2023 AND ENDING ON THE LAST DAY OF 

APRIL 2024. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAD A BUDGET MEETING HERE 

AT 5:30 P.M. THERE WERE NOT ANY QUESTIONS BY ANYONE IN THE 

AUDIENCE AND THE COMMISSIONERS HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO 

REVIEW THAT SO I WOULD MAKE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE 

BUDGET. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

  

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING APPROVAL OF AMENDED CITY ATTORNEY ORDINANCE. 

MAYOR ARVIEW STATED WHAT THIS IS; IS TO REMOVE THE 

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT FROM THE ORDINANCE.  SO, THEY WILL 

NOT HAVE TO BE A RESIDENT WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF 

THE CITY. ULTIMATELY, WE WOULD PREFER TO HAVE AN ATTORNEY 



FROM WEST FRANKFORT BUT WE A CAN’T ALWAYS FIND THAT. SO, IT 

WILL BE AMENDED. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, ON 

APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ADDING OF A ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS. THE MAYOR STATED AT OUR LAST MEETING WE 

HAD OUR CITY ATTORNEY DRAFT UP AN ORDINANCE FOR THE 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS. WE WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT THE 

LANGUAGE WAS CLEAR EVEN THOUGH OUR CODES OFFICER WILL 

ALSO BE OUR ZONING ADMINISTRATOR WE WANT TO MAKE SURE 

THAT ANY APPEALS TO THE ZONING BOARD ARE NOT CODES 

APPEALS. IF YOU VIOLATE CODES THAT IS A DIFFERENT THING THAN 

THE ZONING BOARD.  WE NOW HAVE THAT WORDING CORRECTED. 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

AT THIS TIME THE DEPUTY CITY CLERK NOTICED THE VOICE 

RECORDER HAD NOT BEEN STARTED BY THE MAYOR AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THE MEETING. THE VOICE RECORDER WAS THEN 

TURNED ON SO THE MINUTES WILL START WITH THE NEXT ITEM IF 

ANYONE SHOULD REQUEST TO LISTEN TO VOICE RECORDING. WE 

DO HAVE THE FACEBOOK LIVE VIDEO TO WATCH ON THE CITY OF 

WEST FRANKFORT – MAYOR’S OFFICE. 

 

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, ON 

APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE REGULATING FISHING TOURNAMENTS 

OR COMPETITIONS HELD AT OLD & NEW CITY LAKE.  MAYOR ARVIEW 

AND COMMISSIONER WARREN MET WITH THE LAKE COMMITTEE AND 

THEY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING SOMETHING LIKE THIS 

FOR UNAUTHORIZED FISHING TOURNAMENTS AT THE LAKE.  SO, THIS 

WILL ENFORCE THOSE RULES IF WE HAVE SOMETHING LIKE THIS 

GOING ON AT THE LAKE. TROY WILLIAMS OF THE IDNR STATED THE 

TOURNAMENTS ARE REGULATED THROUGH IDNR. IF THERE ARE 

TOURNAMENTS OUT THERE THAT AREN’T ISSUED THROUGH IDNR, I 

WOULD LIKE TO KNOW ABOUT THAT. MR. WILLIAMS STATED THEY 



ARE ALL LISTED ON IFISHILLINOIS.ORG THEY ARE LISTED PUBLICLY 

AS FAR AS THE TOURNAMENT PAGE.  THERE ARE ACTUALLY THREE 

LEFT, FOR THE NEW LAKE JULY 11, AUGUST 8, AND SEPTEMBER 5TH, 

2023. AND TWO LEFT FOR THE OLD LAKE ON AUGUST 1ST, AND 

AUGUST 29TH, 2023.  THOSE ARE WHAT WE CALL THE TUESDAY 

NIGHT GROUP. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING BIDS RECEIVED FOR THE INSTALLATION OF ADA DOORS 

FOR CITY HALL. THE MAYOR STATED WE ARE ACTUALLY AT SOME 

POINT GOING TO BE ESTABLISHING A POSITION FOR A CORDINATOR 

BASICALLY SOMEONE THAT IS ALREADY HERE THAT CAN WATCH 

FOR THESE KINDS OF THINGS FOR US IN OUR CITY PROPERTIES.  

BUT RIGHT NOW, WE HAVE AN ISSUE WITH OUR DOORS HERE AT 

CITY HALL NOT BEING HANDICAP FRIENDLY. ITS HARD TO GET IN AND 

OUT OF THE BUILDING. WE HAVE A BID FROM MARION GLASS FOR 

$4,000.00 WHICH WOULD FURNISH AND INSTALL ONE AUTOMATED 

DOOR WITH TWO PUSH BUTTON SWITCHES. RUNNING THE 

ELECTRICAL WOULD BE AN EXTRA COST WE WOULD HAVE TO GET 

BIDS ON.  THE OTHER BID WAS FROM SHOEMAKER FOR $6,500.00 TO 

RUN A WIRELESS SYSTEM. THE MAYOR STATED IT LOOKS TO HIM 

THAT THE BID FROM MARION GLASS & MIRROR IS THE BEST OPTION. 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO UTILIZE REBUILD 

ILLINOIS FUNDS AS PART OF A LOCAL MATCH FOR PHASE II 

ENGINEERING, ROW ACQUISITION, PHASE II ENGINEERING AND 

CONSTRUCTION OF I57 & IL149 INTERCHANGE MODIFICATIONS 

INCLUDING ASSOCIATED LOCAL STREETS. COMMISSIONER STANLEY 

STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO GET TOGETHER WITH MIKE 

ROBERTS OF BROWN & ROBERTS INC TO DISCUSS THIS PROJECT 

AND GET EVERYONE UP TO DATE ABOUT IT. THE MAYOR STATED WE 

WILL GET A MEETING SET UP FOR THIS NEXT WEEK AND TABLE THIS 



UNTIL THEN. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO TABLE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO TABLE. MOTION 

TABLED.  

 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING WINDSTREAM AND INSTALLING A FIBER OPTIC CABLE IN 

CITY RIGHT OF WAY LICENSE. THE MAYOR STATED WINDSTREAM 

HAS ASKED TO DIG UP SOME SIDEWALKS TO PUT IN FIBER OPTIC 

CABLE. THE ACTUAL LOCATION IS AT 205 W 9TH STREET. CITY 

ATTORNEY KATHRYN RENIK STATED SHE HAD TALKED TO FORMER 

CITY ATTORNEY MR. RIVA WHO WAS DEALING WITH THIS PRIOR TO 

HER TAKING THIS JOB. HE HAD STATED THERE WERE A COUPLE OF 

THINGS NEEDING TO BE CHECKED FROM WHAT HE WAS GIVEN. MS. 

RENIK STATED SHE HAS NOT SEEN THAT AND WOULD LIKE TO TABLE 

THIS UNTIL SHE HAS LOOKED OVER THE DOCUMENT. 

COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO TABLE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO TABLE. MOTION TABLED.  

 

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVALTO APPOINT AN AUTHORIZED AGENT 

FOR IMRF.  THE MAYOR STATED NANCY HOBSON HAS BEEN DOING 

THIS, BUT THE THEY NEED AN OFFICIAL APPOINTMENT OF THIS JOB 

TO HANDLE IT. THIS IS THE ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT FUND. 

COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

 

11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ADD JORDAN’S TOWING, LLC TO 

THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TOW ROTATION LIST. THE MAYOR STATED 

WE HAVE A LIST OF TOWING SERVICES THAT WE ROTATE THROUGH 

AND THEY HAVE ASKED TO BE ADDED TO THAT. CHIEF OF POLICE 

JOHN PRUDENT STATED THEY MEET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS TO BE 

ADDED. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

 

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 



REGARDING REPLACEMENT OF CURRENT MOBILE CAD SYSTEM FOR 

ALL FIRE & POLICE APPARATUS IN THE AMOUNT OF $121,905.29. 

CAPTAIN JEFFORDS STATED ANYTIME ANYONE CALLS 911 IT GOES 

THROUGH THIS MOBILE CAD SYSTEM.  THEY INPUT WHATS GOING 

ON WHETHER THEY NEED POLICE OR FIRE. CURRENTLY IF THEY LOG 

ALL OF THIS IN THE SYSTEM, THEY HAVE TO GET AHOLD OF US ON 

THE RADIO TO DISPATCH US TO THAT LOCATION. THIS WOULD 

UPDATE ALL THE HARDWARE IN THE POLICE AND ALL FIRE 

APPARATUS. THIS IS A LIVE SYSTEM SO AS THE DISPATCHERS ARE 

PUTTING IN THIS INFORMATION IT WOULD SEND US AN ALERT; WE 

ARE GOING TO GREATLY REDUCE THE RESPONSE TIMES. THE NEW 

SYSTEMS WILL ALSO HAVE GPS SO AT ANY TIME THE DISPATCHERS 

CAN LOOK AT THE MAP ON THEIR COMPUTER AND SEE WHERE EACH 

OF THEIR UNITS ARE AT. IF THEY CAN’T GET AHOLD OF US ON THE 

RADIO, THEY WILL KNOW OUR EXACT LOCATION. CHIEF PRUDENT 

STATED THIS WILL BE BENEFICIAL FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AS 

WELL. THIS IS BASICALLY A REAL TIME COMPUTER SYSTEM THAT 

ALLOWS US TO SEE WHAT IS GOING ON IN REAL TIME. IT WILL GIVE 

US THE QUICKEST ROUTE TO GET TO A LOCATION ALONG WITH THE 

911 MAPPING. CAPTAIN JEFFORDS STATED MOST OF THIS IS A ONE 

TIME FEE FOR THE HARDWARE BUT THE ANNUAL MAINTENANCE FEE 

WOULD BE INCREASE BY $6,000.00 A YEAR. COMMISSIONER STANLEY 

REQUESTED TO TABLE THIS ITEM UNTIL THEY CAN SEE WHAT FUNDS 

ARE AVAILABLE OR GRANTS. WE ARE NOT TURNING IT DOWN WE 

JUST NEED TO LOOK AT THE MONEY SITUATION AND SEE WHAT WE 

CAN DO. COMMISSIONER HOWARD AGREED WITH COMMISSIONER 

STANLEY AND STATED THE CITY JUST PURCHASED A NEW 

AMBULANCE IN MAY AT A COST OF $194,500.00. WE NEED TO SEE 

WHERE WE ARE. CAPTAIN JEFFORS STATED THE BID WE RECEIVED 

WILL INCREASE BY ANOTHER $15,000-20,000.00 IF WE DON’T GIVE 

THEM AN ANSWER BY TOMORROW. JUST SO YOU ALL KNOW. 

COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO TABLE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO TABLE. MOTION TABLED.  

 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING THE GEMT PROGRAM FOR AMBULANCE BILLING & 

COLLECTION. CAPTAIN JEFFORDS STATED THAT A COST ANALYSIS IS 

REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FEDERAL GROUND EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM. IT ALLOWS MUNICIPALITIES 



AN OPPORTUNITY TO COLLECT AN ADDITIONAL MEDICAID 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR AMBULANCE SERVICES. IT IS ABOVE AND 

BEYOND WHAT THE STATE REIMBURSES THE CITY FOR MEDICAID 

CLAIMS. THE AVERAGE AMBULANCE BILL IS $1,200-$1,300.00 AND 

MEDICAID CURRENTLY PAYS $180.00 FOR THOSE CALLS. THE CITY IS 

OUT THE REST. THE FEDERAL PROGRAM WOULD REIMBURSE THE 

REST, WITH HALF ULTIMATELY GOING TO THE STATE AND HALF 

GOING TO THE CITY. CAPTAIN JEFFORDS, COMMISSIONER HOWARD 

AND MAYOR ARVIEW ALL SAID THERE DOES NOT SEEM TO BE A 

DOWNSIDE TO THE PROGRAM. AN OUTSIDE FIRM WILL HANDLE THE 

RECORD KEEPING AND THE COST ANALYSIS WOULD BEGIN IN 

OCTOBER, WITH THE PROGRAM STARTING JANUARY 1ST, 2024. WE 

HAVE TO DO A COST REPORT FIRST. THE ONLY CATCH IS WE HAVE 

TO SAVE HALF THE MONEY TO GIVE BACK TO THE STATE AT THE END 

OF THE YEAR. THEY ALSO HANDLE ALL THE RECORD KEEPING, THE 

MONEY, BILLING AND SO WE DO NOT HAVE TO DEDICATE SOMEONE 

TO DO THAT JOB. THAT WAY IF THERE IS AN AUDIT, THEY HAVE ALL 

OF THAT INFORMATION AND WE DO NOT HAVE TO PROVIDE IT. THIS 

IS ONLY FOR MEDICAID CALLS. THE MAYOR ASKED FOR A MOTION TO 

APPROVE THIS IF THE REPORT COMES BACK BEING FAVORABLY FOR 

THE CITY. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

 

14. THE NEXT ITEM IS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, TO 

CONTINUE CLASS 1 OPERATOR IN CHARGE FOR 1 YEAR AT SEWER 

PLANT TO PROVIDE LEADERSHIP, LIMITED TRAINING & SUPERVISION. 

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THIS IS A RENEWAL OF A 

CONTRACT THAT WAS COMING DUE AT THE END OF JUNE 2023 FOR 

OUR CLASS 1 SEWER OPERATOR. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

15. THE NEXT ITEM IS CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF FAÇADE 

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION FOR REDBIRD CAFÉ, 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,500.00 FOR ELIGIBLE COSTS INCURRED.  THE 

MAYOR STATED OUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPER HAS SENT US BACK 

THAT THIS APPLICATION HAS BEEN APPROVED. THEY HAVE SPENT A 



LOT OF THEIR OWN MONEY ON THIS CAFÉ AND WE ARE LOOKING 

FORWARD TO THIS OPENING.  THEY USED TO OWN THE CAFÉ IN 

THOMPSONVILLE AND THIS WILL BE LOCATED IN THE OLD DAIRY 

QUEEN BUILDING. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

16. THE NEXT ITEM IS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING 

HIGHWAY AUTHORITY AGREEMENT AT 1104 WEST MAIN. THE MAYOR 

STATED THIS IS A FORMER GAS STATION AT THE CORNER OF MAIN 

AND STEWART STREETS. THE AGREEMENT MEANS THE CITY WOULD 

AGREE TO LIMIT ACCESS TO THE CONTAMINATION. IF ROAD AND 

UTILITY WORKERS AND OTHERS NEED ACCESS THE SOIL AND 

GROUNDWATER IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY NEAR THE PROPERTY, THE 

CITY WOULD BE COMMITTED TO USING APPROPRIATE SAFETY 

MEASURES AND ARRANGING PROPER DISPOSAL OF ANY 

CONTAMINATED MATERIAL. THE CITY ATTORNEY ADVISED THE 

COUNCIL NOT TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT BECAUSE IT WOULD 

PUT THE CITY ON THE HOOK FOR FUTURE COSTS IF CONTAMINATION 

WAS FOUND. GAIL WADE OWNER OF CC FOOD MARTS SPOKE AND 

EXPLAINED THEY HAVE BEEN TRYING TO SELL THE LOCATION FOR 

TWO YEARS TO SCOOTERS COFFEE. BUT IT HAS NOT WENT 

THROUGH BECAUSE THE COMPANY NEEDS A LETTER FROM THE 

ILLINOIS EPA STATING THAT NO FURTHER REMEDIATION WILL BE 

REQUIRED AT THE SITE OR A HIGHWAY AUTHORITY AGREEMENT 

FROM THE CITY. SHE STATED SHE IS STUCK WITH LAND THAT COULD 

HAVE A BUSINESS ON IT. THEY HAVE TWELVE OTHER STORES AND 

HAVE NEVER HAD AN ISSUE WITH ANY OF THOSE WITH 

CONTAMINATION. SHE IS WILLING TO PUT UP $10,000.00 IF IN CASE 

FURTHER CLEANUP IS NEEDED. CITY ATTORNEY KATHRYN RENIK 

STATED BASED ON WHAT I HAVE SAW HERE, THERE ARE MORE 

RISKS THAN SHE WOULD BE WILLING TO PUT THE CITY THROUGH. 

THE MAYOR STATED ITS NOT LIKE WE ARE AGAINST DOING THIS AT 

ALL, BUT WE NEED TO LOOK FURTHER INTO IT AND SEE IF THERE IS 

A WAY TO GET SOMETHING FROM THE EPA. HE STATED HE WOULD 

RECOMMEND WE TABLE THIS. MRS. WADE STATED SHE WOULD ASK 

THE CITY TO MEET WITH HER ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT 

BEFORE SAYING NO. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO 

TABLE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE:  



ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO TABLE. 

MOTION TABLED.  

 

17. THE NEXT ITEM IS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, TO HIRE 

TWO WORKERS IN THE STREET DEPARTMENT FOR THE SUMMER 

THROUGH MOTOR FUEL TAX. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

18. THE NEXT ITEM IS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING 

THE HIRING OF A SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER FOR THE 2023/2024 

SCHOOL YEAR EFFECTIVE AUGUST 10, 2023. CHIEF PRUDENT 

STATED PAUL MOAK IS THEIR RECOMMENDATION TO BE HIRED. HIS 

POSITION WILL BE PAID FOR MOSTLY BY THE SCHOOL, AND WHAT IS 

NOT COVERED WILL COME FROM THE VIDEO GAMING FUND. HE IS 

RETIRED FROM ILLINOIS STATE POLICE, HE SPENT LAST YEAR OVER 

IN CHRISTOPHER SO HE IS CERTIFIED. HIRING HIM WILL ALLOW US 

TO HAVE SOMEONE THERE FULL TIME AT ALMOST NO COST TO THE 

CITY. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

 

19. THE NEXT ITEM IS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING 

THE APPOINTMENT TO FILL A VACANCY ON THE FIRE & MERIT 

BOARD. CHIEF PRUDENT STATED THIS IS FROM A PREVIOUS 

RESIGNATION LEFT BY BILL TROUT.  PAUL MOAK CURRENTLY SITS 

ON OUR POLICE AND FIRE MERIT BOARD SO WE WILL HAVE TO 

REPLACE HIM WHEN HE OFFICIALLY STARTS AS THE SCHOOL 

RESOURSE OFFICER. TO FILL THE VACANCY LEFT BY TROUT WE 

HAVE SELECTED ALAN WILLMORE, HAS TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF LAW 

ENFORECEMNT AND IS CURRENTLY THE JALC CHIEF OF POLICE. HE 

LIVES HERE IN TOWN. WITHT THIS APPOINTMENT THERE WILL BE 

THREE ON THE BOARD AGAIN AND WE CAN MOVE FORWARD WITH 

PROMOTIONS AND HIRING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.  



 

20. THE NEXT ITEM APPROVAL OF A LAKE LOT LEASE TRANSFER FROM 

GEORGE & TINA HOPKINS FOR LAKE LOT LEASE #32 & #33A TO LEE & 

LESLIE SELL. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

21. THE NEXT ITEM IS APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR 

DEMOLITION. THESE PROPERTIES ARE AT 511 SOUTH RUSSELL, 809 

E. ST. LOUIS, AND 409 N. MADISON. CODES OFFICER SNELL STATED 

WE WILL NOT OWN THESE PROPERTIES; WE HAVE GOTTEN A COURT 

ORDER TO DEMOLISH THEM. THEY WILL NOT BE ON THE SURPLUS 

LIST. HE STATED THAT AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN DEMOLISHED AND 

WE GO BACK THROUGH THE COURTS, WE MAY HAVE THEM 

AVAILABLE AT A LATER DATE. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

22. THE NEXT ITEM IS THE CONSENT AGENDA. THE MAYOR EXPLAINED 

THESE ARE THE NORMAL THINGS WE DO THE PAYING OF BILLS, 

PAYING INVOICES, THAT SORT OF THING. THEY ARE ALL LISTED 

HERE, COMMISSIONERS YOU HAVE THEM IN YOUR BOOK SO YOU 

CAN SEE THE DETAILS OF ALL OF THEM.  

a. APPROVAL TO PAY THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,955.51. 

b. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BRITTON’S TREE CARE IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $2,000.00 FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT STREET 

DEPARTMENT.  

c. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM PLANTSCAPE IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $12,905.06 FOR THE FLOWERS DOWNTOWN FROM 

THE MAIN STREET BEAUTIFICATION GROUP FUND.  

d. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM WITMER PUBLIC SAFETY 

GROUP IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,975.00 FOR “THE ALL PURPOSE 

DOOR” FORCIBLE ENTRY SIMULATOR. CAPTIAN JEFFORDS 

EXPLAINED THAT THIS IS REUSABLE, IT WILL OPEN COMMERCIAL 

DOORS AS WELL AS RESIDENTIAL. IT CAN BE USED IN A FIRE OR 

WE HAVE A LOT OF MEDICAL CALLS WHERE PEOPLE HAVE FALLEN 

AND THE DOOR IS LOCKED SO WE CAN NOT GET TO THEM 

WITHOUT MESSING UP THEIR DOORS TO GAIN ENTRY. IF YOU 



TRAIN ON ABANDONED HOUSES IT’S A ONE TIME DEAL, THIS WILL 

MAKE US MORE EFFICIENT ON GAINING ACCESS. THIS WILL ALSO 

HELP TRAIN US ON HOW TO REMOVE DOOR KNOBS AS WELL. 

COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.   

 

23. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS: CODES OFFICER SNELL STATED WE 

HAVE ONE BUILDING PERMIT.  

 

THIS IS FROM THE SHAYLY DORRIS WHO IS BUILDING ONTO HER 

HOUSE AT THE WEST FRANKFORT LAKE. CODES OFFICER SNELL 

STATED THAT SHE HAS MET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS, THE 

SETBACKS ARE HARD TO DEFINE OUT THERE. BUT RECOMMENDS 

WE APPROVE IT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

CODES OFFICER SNELL STATED AT SOME POINT WE ARE GOING TO 

HAVE TO GET A SURVEY DONE OUT THERE SO PEOPLE KNOW WHAT 

THEY HAVE AND WHAT THEY DON’T. IT IS BECOMING AN INCREASING 

PROBLEM OUT THERE AS OF LATELY. THE MAYOR STATED WE WILL 

TRY TO GET THAT ON THE NEXT AGENDA. 

 

24.  MAYOR ARVIEW ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE 

SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, UNION 

GRIEVANCES, PERSONNEL, SALE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY AND/OR 

PENDING LITIGATION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION. THE MAYOR STATED 

WE HAVE A COUPLE OF THINGS TO GO TALK ABOUT WE ARE NOT 

GOING TO TAKE ANY ACTION BUT WE DO NEED TO TALK. WE WILL 

LISTEN TO THE COMMISSIONER’S REPORT AND HAVE AUDIENCE 

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS AFTER THIS SO IF YOU WANT TO STICK 

AROUND YOU ARE WELCOME TO. THIS MEETING IS TO BASICALLY 

GET SOMETHINGS PREPARED FOR THE FUTURE. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

ALONG WITH MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE.  MOTION 

CARRIED.  



THE COUNCIL WENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:57 P.M. 

25. THEY RETURNED FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:22 P.M. WHERE 
THEY TOOK NO ACTION. A MOTION WAS MADE TO GO BACK INTO 
REGULAR SESSION. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR 
APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO 
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 
 

26. MAYORS REPORT: MAYOR ARVIEW STATED HE REALLY DID NOT 
HAVE THAT MUCH TO TALK ABOUT. HE STATED SATURDAY, JULY 1ST 
IS GOING TO BE FIREWORKS AT THE PARK AT DUSK SO MAKE SURE 
YOU COME OUT TO THAT. 

 
27. COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE NEW AMBULANCE IS GETTING 
CLOSER TO BEING ROAD WORTHY AND WILL HOPEFULLY IN USE BY 
THE END OF JULY. 
 
COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED SOMEONE HAD COME UP TO ME 
AFTER OUR LAST MEETING AND ASKED IF OUR FUNDS WERE 
INVESTED AND THE ANSWER IS YES. THE MONEY WE USED TO GET 
YEARS AGO CAME AS CHECKS FROM THE STATE THEY NOW INVEST 
IT FOR US AND HOLD IT UP IN SPRINGFIELD THEN WE REQUEST IT AS 
NEEDED AND DRAW IT DOWN. FOR EXAMPLE, IN OUR GENERAL FUND 
THAT THEY HAVE WHICH INCLUDES THINGS LIKE SALES TAX, INCOME 
TAX THEY HOLD IT UP THERE AND INVEST IT AND POOL IT WITH ALL 
THE OTHER MUNICIPALITIES IN THE STATE.  LAST MONTH WE 
EARNED ABOUT 5.4% WHICH IS PRETTY GOOD, ON THE MOTOR FUEL 
FUND WE EARNED ABOUT 5.1%. THE REST OF OUR MONEY THAT IS 
NOT IN THESE INVESTMENTS ARE IN INTEREST BEARING ACCOUNTS. 
SO, EVERYTHING IS EARNING SOMETHING. SINCE SHE HAD ASKED 
ME THAT QUESTION, I FIGURED I WOULD JUST EXPLAIN IT. IF ANY 
ONE HAS ANY QUESTIONS I WILL BE GLAD TO ANSWER THEM. 
 
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED HIS GUYS ARE GETTING THE 
ROADS READY, POURING SIDEWALKS, MOWING AND CLEANING OUT 
DITCHES. THEY ARE BUSY, THATS IS WHY THOSE TWO YOUNG MEN 
ARE NEEDED RIGHT NOW. 
 
COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE MAYOR AND I MET THE 
OTHER DAY WITH THE ENGINEER ABOUT THE SEWER PLANT AND WE 
DISCUSSED WHAT THE EPA IS REQUIRING US TO DO TO MAKE SURE 
EVERYTHING IS UP TO REQUIREMENTS. SOME THINGS ARE GOING 
TO HAVE TO BE DONE OUT THERE TO GET OUR NUMBERS DOWN. 
OUR NUMBERS ARE GOOD OUT THERE BUT THEY HAVE RECENTLY 
CHANGED THEM. THEY HAVE LOWERED THEM A HALF OF A PERCENT 



SO WE HAVE TO COMPLY. THE LAKE COMMITTEE HAD A MEETING 
AND WE ARE WORKING ON IMPROVING THINGS OUT THERE, 
MOWING, AND THE LIGHTS WILL BE FIXED. IVE ALSO MET WITH 
DANNY LOEH AT THE MILITARY MUSEUM AND WE ARE LOOKING AT 
MAKING SOME IMPROVEMENTS TO THAT BUILDING. WE ARE GOING 
TO TRY TO PRESERVE IT AND GET IT ON THE REGISTRY AS A 
HISTORIC BUILDING. SEWER AND WATER DEPARTMENTS ARE 
WORKING THINGS ARE GOING SMOOTH AS FAR AS I KNOW.  WE ARE 
MAKING PROGRESS.  THE MAYOR STATED ILL ADD TO WHEN SHE 
SAID HALF PERCENT ITS CURRENTLY 1% PERCENT SO EVEN 
THOUGH ITS ONLY A HALF PERCENT THAT’S A LOT. IT TAKES A LOT 
OF CHEMICALS TO REDUCE ALL THE ENVIRONMENTAL STUFF.  

 

28. AUDIENCE COMMENTS:  

DANNY LOEH STATED HE WE ARE TALKING ABOUT HISTORY. THE 
DEPOT IS A 119 YEAR’S OLD. WE ARE LOOKING AT PUTTING NEW 
SIDING ON IT, AND NOT CHANGE ANYTHING ON THE BUILDING. WE 
WANT TO PRESERVE THE WAY IT LOOKS. IN 1948 PRESIDENT 
TRUMAN WAS HERE AS HE SHOWED THE AUDIENCE A PICTURE, HOW 
MANY TOWNS CAN ACTUALLY SAY THAT? I HAVE ONE MORE THING I 
WOULD LIKE TO ASK WE NEED TO LOOK INTO WHAT WE HAVE TO DO 
TO GET US ON THE HISTORICAL REGISTRY. COME DOWN AND SEE US 
ON SUNDAYS 2-4 P.M. 
 
NEXT TO SPEAK WAS ISABELLE HEYDER WHO WANTED TO TALK TO 
THE COUNCIL ABOUT THE JR. WRESTLERS. THE JR. WRESTLERS ARE 
INTERESTED IN PART OF THE COLEMAN RHOADS BUILDING. SHE 
STATED THE WRESTLERS ARE ONE OF THE BEST TEAMS THIS CITY 
HAS AND THAT IS DUE TO THEM STARTING AT SUCH A YOUNG AGE. 
THEY HAVE BEEN HOMELESS FOR A WHILE AND IT WOULD BE NICE IF 
THE CITY COULD HELP THEM. PART OF THE COLEMAN RHOADS 
BUILDING WOULD BE AN IDEAL PLACE FOR THEM, THERE IS PLENTY 
OF PARKING AND ITS CLOSE TO THE HIGH SCHOOL. THE MAYOR 
STATED HE AND COMMISSIONER STANLEY WENT UP THERE THE 
OTHER DAY AND TOOK A LOOK AT IT WITH THEM. THE MAYOR ASKED 
TO BE REMINDED ME TO GET IT ON THE NEXT AGENDA. 
COMMISSIONER STANLEY ASKED WHY DOESN’T THE HIGH SCHOOL 
SUPPORT THESE GUYS BY BUILDING A BUILDING BY THE 
VOCATIONAL BUILDING? MRS. HEYDER STATED THAT THE JR. 
WRESTLING IS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL ITS LIKE 
THE JR. FOOTBALL LEAGUE. SO THAT’S THE BIGGEST PROBLEM 
RIGHT THERE SHE STATED.  
THE MAYOR STATED THIS SPACE COULD ALSO BE USED FOR 
COMMUNITY EVENTS WHICH IS THE MOST REQUESTED THING IVE 
HEARD PEOPLE WANT IS COMMUNITY EVENTS FOR KIDS TO 



ATTEND/DO. MRS. HEYDER ASKED DON’T YOU guys’ USE PART OF 
YOUR GAMING FUNDS FOR YOUTH? THE MAYOR STATED YES, THERE 
ARE CERTAIN AREAS OF THE COLEMAN BUILDING THEY DON’T NEED 
SO WE COULD PROBABLY FIGURE SOMETHING OUT. SOMEONE IN 
THE AUDIENCE SUGGESTED USING THE WF MALL THE MAYOR 
STATED THERE IS CONCERN ABOUT THAT BECAUSE THE LOWER 
INCOME KIDS WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO WALK ALL THE WAY OUT 
THERE. MRS. HEYDER STATED IF YOU CAN GET THESE KIDS 
INTERESTED IN SPORTS, MAYBE IT WOULD HELP TO KEEP THEM OUT 
OF TROUBLE. 
 
NEXT WAS NICK TAYLOR WHO STATED HE HAS AN ISSUE WITH PLOT 
LINES ON HIS LAKE LOT LEASE. HE SHOWED WHERE THE ORIGINAL 
LINE WAS AND IT RUNS RIGHT THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF THE HOUSE 
HE IS TRYING TO BUY. HE STATED IT WAS BUILT IN 1984. WHEN WE 
HAD A SURVEY DONE TO SEE WHERE THE LINE WOULD BE OR WHAT 
THE LEGAL DESCRIPTION WOULD BE IF WE CHANGED THE LINE. THE 
SURVEYOR DREW THIS UP TO COVER BOTH OF THE STRUCTURES. 
MR. TAYLOR IS HAVING TROUBLE GETTING A SIGNATURE FROM A 
NEIGHBOR ON HIS LEFT. HE GOT THE SIGNATURE FROM ONE OF MY 
NEIGHBORS ON THE RIGHT BUT THE OTHER ONE IS NOT WILLING TO 
SIGN. HE ASKED IS THAT SOMETHING THAT THE LAKE COMMITTEE 
OR COUNCIL CAN OVERRIDE SINCE THIS STRUCTURE HAS BEEN 
THERE FOR SO LONG? THE MAYOR STATED THE LAKE COMMITTEE 
COULD MAKE A RECOMMENDATION TO US BUT THE COUNCIL CAN 
DECIDE. THE SECOND THING IS, IS THAT I THINK THIS FEEDS INTO 
WHAT CODES OFFICER SNELL WAS SAYING EARLIER WE NEED TO 
GET A SURVEY DONE ON EVERYTHING OUT THERE. ONCE WE GET 
THAT DONE THIS JUST MIGHT DECIDE ALL OF THAT FOR EVERYONE 
OUT THERE.  ITS NOT JUST YOU FIGHTING THEM. THIS IS WHAT THE 
SURVEY SAYS THAT IS YOURS AND THIS IS WHAT THE PROPERTY IS. 
ONE OF THE COMMISSIONERS STATED THAT ISNT GOING TO SOLVE 
HIS PROBLEM RIGHT NOW. MR. TAYLOR STATED NO ITS NOT. IM 
TRYING TO CLOSE ON A LOAN AND THE TITLE COMPANY WONT ISSUE 
INSURANCE BECAUSE OF THE LINE RUNNING THROUGH THE 
STRUCTURE. I WANTED TO GET THE LINE CHANGED TO COVER THE 
STRUCTURE ON MY LOT. AND IM NOT HAVING ANY LUCK GETTING AN 
OK FROM MY NEIGHBOR TO THE NORTH. THE CITY ATTORNEY 
KATHRYN RENIK STATED SHE CAN LOOK INTO THIS MATTER MORE 
AND SEE WHAT THE CITY CAN LEGALLY DO. MR. TAYLOR STATED HE 
WILL KEEP TRYING TO GET HIS NEIGHBOR TO SIGN IT WE ARE NOT 
ON BAD TERMS; SHE JUST KEEPS SAYING LET ME THINK ABOUT IT. 
HE STATED THAT’S BEEN TWO MONTHS AGO AND IM WAITING ON 
THIS SO I CAN CLOSE ON THE PROPERTY. MS. RENIK STATED SHE 
WILL GET TO WORKING ON THIS AND SEE WHAT WE CAN DO ABOUT 
THE ISSUE.   



 
 

29. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:42 P.M. 

 
 

_________________________________       _________________________________ 
MAYOR TIM ARVIEW            ANDREA BOLEN, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 


