WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 2021

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE. ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
JUNE 8TH, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN
THE AMOUNT OF $236,462.65. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING APPROVAL OF A LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION FROM
YANETH SALDANA; LAFIESTA. THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE WOULD
NOTE THAT ON THE APPLICATION IT ASKS IF YOU'RE AN AMERICAN
CITIZEN AND THIS LADY IS NOT, BUT IS IN THE PROCESS OF HAVING
IT DONE. | DO WANT TO NOTE THAT | DID CALL THE ILLINOIS LIQUOR
COMMISSION AND THAT IS NOT A REQUIREMENT TO GET A LIQUOR
LICENSE. HER BACKGROUND CHECK CAME BACK OK AND | WOULD
RECOMMEND THAT WE GO AHEAD AND APPROVE THIS.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO RE-APPOINT A TRUSTEE, FROM
THE CITY OF WEST FANKFORT, OF THE REND LAKE CONSERVANCY
DISTRICT WHICH TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2021. THE MAYOR
STATED THIS IS A RE-APPOINTMENT FOR PAUL LAWRENCE. HE HAS
SERVED SINCE DON LUCAS PASSED AWAY, AND SERVED US WELL.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED



BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. APPROVAL TO ACCEPT OFFERS FOR PURCHASE OF LOTS DEEMED
AS SURPLUS PROPERTY. WE HAVE A BID OF $1010.00 FOR A LOT
THAT IS AT 714 NORTH HUGHES. LARRY HUGHES AND BENJAMIN LEE
NICHOLS SR ARE THE ONES WISHING TO PURCHASE IT. THEY LIVE AT
802 NORTH HUGHES. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT OFFERS FOR
DEMOLITION. THESE ARE OLD HOUSES THAT NEED TO BE TORN
DOWN. WE HAVE WENT THROUGH THE COURTS AND HAVE DEEMED
THEM TO BE DANGEROUS. WE HAVE A COURT ORDER TO DEMOLISH
THEM BUT WE DO NOT OWN THEM. WE ONLY HAVE ONE BID; IT IS
FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE; 106 WEST ELM IS A BID OF $6,500.00 THAT IS
AN APARTMENT 4 OR 5 BUILDINGS TOGETHER. THE OTHER ONE IS
AT 1505 EAST OAK A BID OF $4,500.00. THE MAYOR RECOMMENDS
THAT WE ACCEPT THESE BIDS AND THEN LATER ON WE NEED TO
EXECUTE. WE WILL PUT A LIEN ON THE PROPERTIES FOR THOSE
AMOUNTS. THIS IS JUST APPROVAL TO ACCEPT THE BIDS.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

THE MAYOR STATED AS FAR AS HAVING THEM TORN DOWN, WILL
THE DEMOLITION GRANT COVER THESE HE ASKED THE CITY CLERK?
ANGIE BAKER DEATON STATED YES THESE WILL BE COVERED
UNDER THAT. THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED WE HAVE DEMOLITION
ORDERS SO THERE IS NO NEED TO PAUSE. YOU CAN GO AHEAD AND
AUTHORIZE JOPLIN TO TEAR THEM DOWN. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT TO
APPLY TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT AND APPROVAL FOR THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO



EXECUTE DOCUMENTS REGARDING THE APPLICATION. THE MAYOR
STATED, WE HAD A PUBLIC HEARING ABOUT THIS BEFORE THE
COUNCIL MEETING. MATT TOSH STATED THIS IS IN REGARDS TO
YOUR SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT. EPA HAS YOU UNDER A
COMPLIANCE SCHEDULE TO MEET AFFLUIANT DISINFECTION
REQUIREMENTS AND YOU HAVE THREE YEARS TO GET THAT
COMPLETE. THERE ARE MILESTONES YOU HAVE TO DO. THIS
APPLICATION IS TO START SECURING FUNDING FOR THIS. THIS WILL
BE COVERED IN GRANT FUNDS. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION APPOINTING
GARY LITTLE AS A CAPTAIN OF THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT. CHIEF ALLEN STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE
MERIT BOARD, THE LAST TWO YEARS THEY HAVE BEEN WORKING
BEHIND THE SCENES TO GET ALL THE TESTING DONE FOR THIS
POSITION. WITH ALL THE SCORING, GARY LITTLE SCORED THE
HIGHEST. HE HAS BEEN WITH THE DEPARTMENT FOR 12 YEARS THIS
JUNE. HE IS A GUY WITH MANY HATS. HE WORKS FOR EMA,
DISPATCHES FOR US AND OTHER DEPARTMENTS. | WOULD LIKE TO
RECOMMEND HIM FOR THE POSITION OF CAPTAIN LEFT OPEN BY
CRAIG LEMMON'S RETIREMENT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING AN APPLICATION FROM UNION FUNERAL HOME FOR
REDEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN PROPERTY UTILIZING TAX
INCREMENT FINANCING LOCATED IN THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT
ILLINOIS. THE MAYOR STATED MR. CRABTREE OF UNION FUNERAL
HOME HAS INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY ACROSS FROM THEM AT 301
E. OAK. THEY MAYOR HAS SPOKE WITH THE AGENCY THAT HAS THAT
HOUSE BUT THE SITUATION HAS CHANGED SINCE HIS DISCUSSION
WITH THE AGENCY. THE MAYOR HAS SINCE FOUND OUT THAT
SOMEONE ELSE HAS SUBMITTED A VERBAL OFFER ON THE
PROPERTY. HE WAS A CONTRACT TO SIGN; WANTED HIS ATTORNEY
TO LOOK AT IT BUT HE HAS NEVER ACTED ON IT. NOW THAT HE HAS
SAW US UP THERE LOOKING INTO THAT PROPERTY HE HAS LET US
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KNOW THAT HE INTENDS TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY. HIS BID IS
$10,000 MORE THAN WHAT WE HAD DISCUSSED WITH MR. CRABTREE.
THERE IS A TAX LEIN ON THIS PROPERTY. THE AGENCY HAS
OWNERSHIP OF THE PROPERTY. THE HOUSE IS UNHABITABLE AT
THIS TIME, IT HAS A LOT OF WATER DAMAGE, SOMETHING GOING ON
WITH THE BASEMENT. IT WILL HAVE TO HAVE A LOT OF REPAIRS
MADE TO IT BEFORE IT WILL BE ALLOWED TO BE LIVED IN. THE CITY
ATTORNEY STATED WE NEED TO FIND OUT FOR SURE WHAT THE
STATUS OF THE OFFER IS. IF THE POTENTIAL BUYER HAS A LAWYER
THAT'S BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE SELLER; THEN THE BUYER THIS
IS MAKING MOVES TO PURCHASE IT. YOU DON'T HAVE TO DEPOSIT
MONEY TO BIND A CONTRACT. YOU CAN DO IT IN OTHER WAYS
LEGALY, | WOULD BE LEERY OF TAKING ANY ACTION STATED MR.
RIVA. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED WITH NO ACTION BEING TAKEN.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN IEPA FUNDING NOMINATION

FORM FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT
DISINFECTION PROJECT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM

PLANTSCAPE NURSERY IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,973.77 FOR THE MAIN
STREET BEAUTIFICATION GROUP. THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF THIS
INVOICE WAS OBTAINED THROUGH FUNDRAISING AND DONATIONS
TO THE MAIN STREET BEAUTIFICATION GROUP. NO CITY FUNDS WILL
BE ALLOCATED. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM THE

ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,400.00 FOR
ADVANCED TECHNICIAN FIREFIGHTER NFPA FIREFIGHTER Il. CHIEF
ALLEN STATED THESE GUYS WERE SENT TO FIREFIGHTER
ADVANCED TRAINING. WE DON'T HAVE A LOT OF MAN POWER AND
THE YOUNG GUYS ARE LEFT AT THE STATION BY THEMSELVES AND
THEY NEED THIS TRAINING. THIS CLASS TEACHES THEM HOW TO
READ SMOKE INSTEAD OF JUST FIGHTING THE FIRE. THESE ARE
FULL TIME GUYS GOING THRU THIS TRAINING. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY



COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

14.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY INVOICE TO JOHNSON'S
AUTO AND TRUCK REPAIR IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,809.52 FOR
REPAIRS TO A-1 FIRE DEPARTMENT.CHIEF ALLEN STATED THE
NEWEST AMBUILANCE WAS MAKING A NOISE IN THE REAR END IT
WAS THE DIFFERENTIAL WHICH THEY FIXED. THEY HAD LOOKED AT
THE BRAKES A MONTH OR TWO BEFORE AND THEY SHOWED THEM
TO ME THEY HAD TO BE REPLACED AS WELL. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

15. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AND INVOICE IN THE
AMOUNT OF $3,476.45 TO EMERGENCY REPORTING FOR THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT. CHIEF ALLEN STATED THIS IS THE SOFTWARE ALL
REPORTS GO TO. WE USE IT FOR PAYROLL, LOGGING IN CALLS,
PAYMENTS, INVENTORY, TRACKS EVERY AMBULANCE CALL WE GO
ON, THEN ALL THIS INFORMATION IS SENT TO THE STATE.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

16.THE NEXT ITEM IS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE IN THE AMOUNT OF
#$2,452.35 FOR LADDER TESTING FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. CHIEF
ALLEN STATED THIS IS A BILL THAT THE TESTING WAS DONE IN
NOVEMBER AND WE JUST RECEIVED THE INVOICE. THEY TEST ALL
THE LADDERS CHECK THE AERIAL, ETC. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

17.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS

THE FIRST ONE IS FOR A SIGN FOR DOLLAR TREE. IT WILL GO ON THE
FRONT OF THE BUILDING. THE COST IS $3,841.00 COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.



H&R BLOCK HAS ALSO SUMBITTED A SIGN PERMIT FOR 400 WEST
MAIN. $3,244.00 TO PUT UP A SIGN. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE.

18.MAYORS COMMENTS:

| WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT THANKS TO ALL OUR CITY WORKERS
AND STAFF. IT'S A PLEASURE TO WORK WITH YOU ALL. | REALLY
DON'T HAVE MUCH TO SAY THIS WEEK.

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE GUYS ARE STAYING BUSY
AND AS ALWAYS DOING A GREAT JOB KEEPING EVERYTHING UNDER
CONTROL.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON WOULD JUST LIKE TO SAY SINCE SHE HAS
BEEN ON THE INSIDE TRACK ITS ENCOURAGING TO SEE THAT SOME
GOOD THINGS ARE COMING TO WEST FRANKFORT. | THINK BETTER
DAYS ARE AHEAD OF US. IM ENCOURAGED TO KNOW WHAT | KNOW
AND TO SEE WHAT | SEE.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THAT THE STREET DEPARTMENT
HAS BEEN PRETTY BUSY. WE VE BEEN TRYING TO GET CAUGHT UP
ON ALL THE TREE'S BEING TAKEN CARE OF, LOTS THAT WE OWN
BEING MOWED, DITCHES AND SIDEWALKS BEING TAKEN CARE OF.
EVERYONE IS STAYING BUSY.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED WATER AND SEWER IS DOING
WELL. THE NEW GUY WE HIRED IS DOING WELL. BUT ALL THE SEWER
AND WATER GUYS ARE DOING A GREAT JOB.

19.AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

MARY ELLEN MARAGNI WOULD LIKE TO SAY THE WF MUSEUM WILL
BE OPENING BACK UP IN AUGUST 4™, 2021. THEY WOULD LIKE TO
THANK THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT FOR FINANCIALLY HELPING
WITH SOME OF THE REPAIRS NEEDED TO KEEP THE 100-YEAR-OLD
MUSEUM BUILDING AND MILITARY MUSEUMS OPEN. THE NEW ROOF
WAS MUCH NEEDED. THEY HAVE MADE SEVERAL UPDATES
THROUGHOUT THE MUSEUM. NEW FLOORING, PAINTING OF THE
WALLS, ETC. THEY WILL BE OPENING BACK UP FOR LUNCH ON



WEDNESDAY AS WELL, IN AUGUST. SHE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE
GROUNDS OF THE MUSEUM USED MORE FOR WEDDINGS,
GATHERINGS, ETC.

ANOTHER LADY IN ATTENDANCE SAID SHE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THE STREET WORKERS NOT ONLY DO THEY GET THE JOB DONE, BUT
THEY ARE POLITE AND DO A GREAT JOB.

THE MAYOR STATED THAT BEFORE WE END THIS MEETING, WE NEED
TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE ARE GOING TO HAVE A SPECIAL MEETING
ON THURSDAY JUNE 24, 2021 AT 4 PM. WE HAD SOME BID OPENINGS
FOR THE SIDEWALKS WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT. ALSO, AN
AGREEMENT WITH DREAM ACADEMY SCHOOLS TO LEASE THE OLD
BONWORTH LOCATION IN THE WF MALL.

ALSO, THE BIDS FOR THE JANITORIAL DUTIES FOR CITY HALL AND
POLICE DEPARTMENT HAVE BEEN EXTENDED AND WE WILL BE
EXCEPTING THEM UNTIL JULY 13™, 2021.

20.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:51 P.M.
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