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WEST FRANKFORT PUBLIC HEARING
THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2024

MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE INCLUDING THE CITY CLERK.

THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF WEST
FRANKFORT HAVE CALLED FOR THIS PUBLIC HEARING AT CITY HALL
LOCATED AT 605 WEST MAIN STREET, THURDAY, MAY 9, 2024 AT 10
A.M. THE PURPOSE OF THIS HEARING IS TO ANSWER ANY
QUESTIONS THE COMMISSIONERS OR THE PUBLIC MAY HAVE
REGARDING THE COMMUNITY SOLAR PROGRAM SUBSCRIPTION. THE
MAYOR STATED AGE HAS AGREED TO COME AND ANSWER ANY
QUESTIONS WE HAVE REGARDING THIS PROGRAM THAT WE HAVE
AGREED TOO. THIS IS JUST FOR CITY OWNED PROPERTIES; IT DOES
NOT AFFECT RESIDENTS. BRANDON BULLARD WITH AGE SPOKE,
AND HE STATED COMMUNITY SOLAR IS A MECHANISM BY WHERE
AMEREN USERS AND TAX PAYERS CAN GET A SOLAR DISCOUNT ON
YOUR ENERGY BILLS WITHOUT PUTTING PANELS UP. COMMUNITY
SOLAR IS A SUBSCRIPTION PROGRAM TO A COMMUNITY SOLAR
FARM. WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE YOUR USAGE TO A SOLAR FARM, YOU
THEN GET CREDITS ON YOUR AMEREN BILLS BASED ON THE SOLAR
FARM PRODUCTION. THE SOLAR FARM WILL THEN SEND A SECOND
BILL FOR THE AMOUNT OF SUPPLY GENERATED BUT FOR FIFTEEN
PERCENT LESS MONEY. WE TAKE YOUR ELECTRICITY AGGREGATION
AND GO BID THOSE OUT TO OUR PARTNERS, WHOEVER GIVES US
THE BEST BID AND WE COME BACK TO YOU AND SAY WHAT IT WILL
BE. NORMALY IT IS LOWER THAN AMEREN'S RATE TO COMPARE. | AM
HERE TO TALK ABOUT THE ANCHOR TENANT, THIS WILL BE A
FIFTEEN PERCENT DISCOUNT ON ALL OF YOUR USAGE, SUPPLY,
DELIVERY AND TAXES. WE HAVE SEVERAL OTHER TOWNS AROUND
HERE THAT HAS SIGNED UP. SMALL COMMERCIAL IS THE SAME TYPE
OF PROGRAM AND IS ABOUT TEN TO FIFTEEN PERCENT OFF
DEPENDING ON THE SOLAR FARM WE PLACE THE COMPANY ON.
SMALL COMMERCIAL WOULD BE A THREE-YEAR TERM. NEXAMP
DOES OFFER A RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM, NO CONTRACT INVOLVED,
FIFTEEN PERCENT ON THE DISCOUNT OFF OF SUPPLY. THERE IS A
LINK TO SIGN UP ILLINOIS.NEXAMP.COM/AGE THIS IS A DEDICATED
LINK FOR CUSTOMERS IN ILLINOIS. YOU WILL HAVE TO BE OK WITH A



DOUBLE BILLING ONCE IT STARTS. NUMBER ONE QUESTION WE GET
IS, WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM? MORE OFTEN THAN NOT
JUST LIKE ANY OTHER TAXING BODY, OR GRANT PROGRAM IN
ILLINOIS THE MONEY COMES FROM ALL OF US. THERE IS A LINE ITEM
ON YOUR ENERGY BILL CALLED RENEWABLE ENERGY ADJUSTMENT
IF YOU LOOK ON YOUR BILL. THANK YOU FOR SENDING ME COPIES
OF YOUR BILLS. THE PROPERTY ON N. EMMA STREET, THIS WAS A
PRETTY LARGE AMEREN BILL THE RENEWABLE ENERGY
ADJUSTMENT WAS ON THE BILL FOR $51.00 FOR THAT PROPERTY.
THIS MONTH YOU HAVE PAID $51.00 ON JUST THAT ACCOUNT INTO
THIS FUND THAT IS ADMINISTERED BY STATED OF ILLINOIS. AS OF
2021 THE STATE OF ILLINOIS HAS MANDATED THAT RENEWABLE
ENERGY FUND HAD TO BE USED FOR CLEAN RENEWABLE ENERGY.
THIS LINE ITEM HAS BEEN ON AMEREN BILLS FOR THE LAST TWELVE
YEARS, IF YOU CAN IMAGINE THERE IS A LOT OF MONEY IN THAT
FUND. THE STATE OF ILLINOIS ONLY RELEASES A CERTAIN AMOUNT
OF MONEY EACH YEAR FOR PROJECTS SUCH AS COMMUNITY
SOALR. WHAT THE STATE OF ILLINOIS WANTS TO MAKE SURE OF IS
THAT EVERYBODY WHO PAYS INTO THIS FUND ALSO HAS ACCESS TO
THIS FUND. IF YOU'RE A BUSINESS OR A HOME THAT DOES NOT
HAVE SPACE FOR PANELS, OR DOESN'T HAVE THE MONEY TO
FINANCE THE PANELS, OR DOESN'T HAVE THE SUNLIGHT FOR THE
PANELS; COMMUNITY SOLAR WAS BORN FOR THE NEED TO ACCESS
THAT FUNDING WITHOUT PUTTING PANELS ONTO YOUR PROPERTY.
ON THE SOLAR FARMS THERE IS A TIME LINE ON HOW IT WORKS,
THEY PUT AN OPTION ON THE LAND, THEN THEY HAVE COMPANIES
LIKE US TO GET THE USAGE SUBSCRIBE SUBSCRIPTIONS FILLED.
ABOUT HALF OR TO SIXTY PERCENT USAGE IS UNDER CONTRACT
FOR THEY BREAK GROUND. THE OTHER REMAINING USAGE ON THE
SOLAR FARM IS SAVED FOR SMALL COMMERCIAL, AND RESIDENTAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS. IN OUR TALK WITH THE MAYOR, AND A FEW
OTHERS THERE WAS DICUSSION ON THE MALL. WE HAVE TWO
SAVINGS ANALYSIS FOR YOU TO LOOK AT, ONE IS WITH THE MALLS
ACCOUNT INCLUDED AND THE OTHER ONE IS WITH OUT THE MALLS
ACCOUNT INCLUDED. THE ONE WITH TWENTY-THREE ACCOUNT IS
ALITTLE OVER TWO MILLION KWH UNDER MANAGEMENT EXCLUDING
THE MALLS ACCOUNT. THIS IS A TWENTY-YEAR TERM, THE KWH
PRODUCED ANNUALLY START AT JUST OVER TWO MILLION, WE PUT
A TWO PERCENT ESCALATION FOR WEATHERING OF THE PANELS.
WE ARE GOING OFF OF THE AMEREN'S RATE TO COMPARE



0.096/KWH. YOU WILL SEE CREDITS OFF OF YOUR AMEREN BILL
ONCE YOU ARE SUBSCRIBED TO A SOLAR FARM. YOUR AMEREN BILL
IS GOING TO DROP DRAMATICALLY, AND THAT USAGE WILL BE
REPLACED WITH A SOLAR FARM BILL WITH THE SAME AMOUNT OF
KWH’'S BUT FIFTEEN PERCENT LESS MONEY. THE BILL CREDIT VALUE
SECTION, IS THE AMOUNT OF MONEY PROJECTED YOU WILL BE
SAVING IN THAT YEAR. THE SECOND BILL WHICH IS YOUR CREDIT
PURCHASE PRICE, THAT IS THE BILL COMING FROM THE SOLAR
FARM, NEXT SECTION IS THE MONEY THAT YOU WILL SAVE IN THAT
YEAR. THERE IS NO COST TO SUBSCRIBE YOUR USAGE TO A SOLAR
FARM. THE MAYOR STATED THESE ARE YOUR PROJECTIONS. YOU
DO NOT REALLY KNOW WHAT THOSE NUMBERS WILL BE. LOOKING IT
OVER, IT LOOKS LIKE YOU ARE PRETTY CONSERVITIVE ON THE
AMOUNT YOU EXPECTED IT TO INCREASE. MR. BULLARD STATED WE
WANT TO UNDER PROMISE AND OVER DELIVER, IT IS A
CONSERVITIVE ESTIMATE WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT AMEREN IS
GOING TO DO IN THE FUTURE. ANOTHER OPTION WOUD BE IF YOU
ARE KEEPING THE MALL THAT WILL INCREASE IT TO THIRTY-FOUR
AMEREN ACCOUNTS THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT MANAGES THE
ANNUAL SAVINGS WOULD BE $53,693 A YEAR. THE TOTAL TERM
SAVINGS WOULD BE $1,073,852. COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED
WHAT HAPPENS IF ONE OF OUR PROPERTIES IS NOT OURS
ANYMORE DUE TO US SELLING IT OR BEING SHUT DOWN? MR.
BULLARD STATED IF THAT IS A POSSIBILITY WE ARE ENCOURAGED
TO KEEP WHATEVER ENTITY OFF OF THE SUBSCRIPTION. IF WE SIGN
UP ALL OF THE PROPERTIES, AND YOU GET RID OF THE MALL IN FIVE
YEARS YOU WILL STILL BE ON THE HOOK FOR ALL OF THE CREDITS
YOU SUBSCRIBED TOO. YOU WILL STILL HAVE TO PAY THE SOLAR
FARM THE CREDIT PURCHASE PRICE. COMMISSIONER HOWARD
STATED WHAT IF WE HAD A TORNADO AND IT DESTORIED THE MALL,
WE WOULD NOT REBUILD IS THAT THE SAME THING? THE OTHER
GOOD NEWS IS WE WORK REALLY CLOSE WITH NEXAMP, THE ONLY
GUIDIANCE | HAVE WITH THAT IS IT IS A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. IF A
SOLAR FARM WAS HIT BY A TORNADO, THEIR WILL BE NO CHANGE
FOR YOU. AMEREN WILL BE IN CHARGE OF YOUR DELIVERY, NO
INTERUPTION IN SERVICE. THERE MIGHT BE INTERUPTION IN CREDIT
VALUE SINCE THEY ARE NOT PRODUCING.BUT HOPEFULLY NOT FOR
TOO LONG BECAUSE WE WOULD TAKE YOUR USAGE AND PUT IT ON
A COUPLE OF OTHER SOLAR FARMS. WITH YOUR LOAD WE WILL BE
PUTTING YOU ON TWO DIFFERENT FARMS. THE MAYOR STATED WE



ARE STUCK WITH THE MALL FOR SIXTEEN YEARS, SO WE FIGURED
WE WOULD SUBSCRIBE THE MALL. MR. BULLARD, | HAVE A FEELING
IF YOU'RE A GOOD CUSTOMER FOR THAT LONG, THEY WILL NOT
WANT TO SEE YOU TO GO AWAY. WE WILL WORK IT OUT WITH THEM
YOU WILL ONLY HAVE FOUR YEARS LEFT. THE ONLY CATCH WOULD
BE IS, YOU WILL BE GETTING TWO BILLS. THE SOLAR FARMS
REQUIRE AUTO PAYMENTS. IF YOU GUYS’ VOTE TO DO THIS, | WILL
GIVE THE MAYOR AND CITY ATTORNEY THE CONTRACT IF THERE IS
ANY CHANGES TO BE MADE. ONCE THAT CONTRACT IS SIGNED AND
TURNED BACK INTO US THAT RESERVES YOUR TWO OR THREE
POINT TWO MILLION KWH. THEN IT WOULD BE UP TO US AND
NEXAMP TO SUBSCRIBE YOU TO THE FARMS WHEREVER THEY CAN.
LAST MONTH YOU GUYS VOTED TO PROCEED WITH IT, BORROWING
ANY QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED. DO WE NEED TO DO ANYTHING
FOR NEXT MEETING? THE MAYOR STATED OUR ATTORNEY WILL
NEED THE CONTRACT ONCE WE ARE READY TO SIGN THAT, WE WILL
PUT IT ON THE AGENDA. MR. BULLARD STATED | WILL SEND OUT THE
CONTRACT AND WAIT TO HEAR WHEN THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE.

3. THE MAYOR STATED | ENTERTAIN AN MOTION TO ADJOURN.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION, COMMISSIONER WARREN
SECONDED TO ADJOURN.
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