WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ATTENDED BY ZOOM CALL.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE

MARCH 23RD, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN
THE AMOUNT OF $253,116.16. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING THE ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF
PROPERTY DEEMED AS SURPLUS.

JOHN AND LINDA STURGEON HE LIVES AT 603 EAST OAK AND
PLACED A BID ON 706 EAST OAK OF $1100.00. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

NEXT WAS ROY GASKIN WHO LIVES AT 604 N HUGHES. WHO HAS
PLACED A BID OF $2000.00 FOR TWO LOTS AT 601 AND 603 PALMER
STREET. HE SAYS THE PROPERTY BORDERS HIS YARD; HE HAS BEEN
MOWING AND TAKING CARE OF THESE FOR THE LAST SEVERAL
YEARS. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING



HIRING OF A FIREFIGHTER FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT. CHIEF ALLEN STATED WITH COUNCIL'S APPROVAL WE
WOULD LIKE TO HIRE JEREMY LINGLE. HE STARTED WORKING FOR
US IN MAY 2018 AS A PAID ON-CALL. IN JANUARY 2019 HE
COMPLETED HIS EMT BASIC AND HE CAME IN TO HELP FILL A
TEMPORARY APPOINTMENT FOR US IN JUNE. HE PASSED HIS STATE
BOARD TEST IN SEPTEMBER 2020 AS A PARAMEDIC. IT IS CHIEF
ALLEN'S RECOMMENDATION TO HIRE MR. LINGLE AS A FULL TIME
PARAMEDIC. THE MAYOR STATED HE JUST WANTED TO THANK HIM
FOR HELPING OUT WHEN WE NEEDED HIM AND THANKED HIS FAMILY
FOR ALLOWING HIM TO BE A PART OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. NEXT WAS DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING
ENTERING INTO A MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL TASK FORCE
INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DRUG
TASK FORCE. CHIEF PRUDENT STATED ABOUT 4 YEARS AGO WE
ENTERED INTO THE DRUG TASK FORCE AS A CONTRIBUTING
AGENCY. WE WERE APPROACHED AROUND 3-4 WEEKS AGO TO
RECEIVE $51,600.00 IN GRANT FUNDS. WITH THOSE FUNDS WE
COULD DO A DIRECT HIRE INTO THE TASK FORCE OR WE COULD PUT
SOMEONE IN FROM OUR AGENCY THEN BACKFILL THAT POSITION
WITHIN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. IM ASKING THAT WE ENTER INTO
THIS AGREEMENT AND PLACE OFFICER CLINT WILLIS INTO THE DRUG
TASK FORCE AS AN INSPECTOR. THEN UTILIZE THESE GRANT FUNDS
TO FILL THE POSITION THAT IS GOING TO BE VACANT. THE MAYOR
STATED HE MET WITH THE DRUG TASK FORCE BRANDON TROVIAC.
WHAT THE DRUG TASK FORCE DOES IT IS AN INTERAGENCY HEADED
BY THE ILLINOIS STATE POLICE AND WE ARE GOING TO GIVE THEM
ONE OF OUR OFFICERS, HE WILL WORK FOR THEM. THE CITY HAS A
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE F.O.P. THERE ARE
CERTAIN THINGS IN THE UNION CONTRACT SINCE MR. WILLIS WILL
BE WORKING WITH THE ILLINOIS STATE POLICE, WE HAVE TO GET
WORKED OUT. THE MAYOR STATED THAT IT IS SAD THAT WEST
FRANKFORT HAS SUCH AN ISSUE WITH DRUGS. | THINK THIS WILL
HELP OUR COMMUNITY SINCE MR. WILLIS KNOWS OUR TOWN AND
WILL BE WORKING ALL OVER THE ENTIRE REGION. CHIEF PRUDENT
STATED THAT THIS IS A FORCE MULTIPLIER, NOW WE WILL BE ABLE
TO MAKE ONE PHONE CALL AND HAVE FIVE OR SIX EXTRA BODIES TO
HELP INVESTIGATE. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR
APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL



VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF A

POLICE OFFICER FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR
STATED THAT SINCE CLINT WILLIS WILL BE GOING ON THE TASK
FORCE THERE WILL BE AN OPENING THAT NEEDS TO BE FILLED.
CHIEF PRUDENT STATED THAT WE ARE ALREADY UNDER STAFFED
DUE TO RECENT LOSSES TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS. IT IS HIS
RECOMMENDATION THAT WE HIRE DERICK JORDAN. HE IS SECOND
ON OUR LIST; WE HAVE DILLON JEFFERS THAT WAS FIRST ON THE
LIST WHO DOES NOT HAVE POLICE EXPERIENCE. DERICK JORDAN
DOES HAVE POLICE EXPERIENCE. HIS SUGGESTION IS TO HIRE
DERICK JORDAN IMMEDIATELY, HE IS A CERTIFIED LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER THAT HAS BEEN WORKING WITH THE
SESSER POLICE DEPARTMENT. HE IS FROM HERE IN TOWN. HE HAS
SHOWN GREAT INTEREST IN WORKING WITH US AND FOR US. |
WOULD RECOMMEND HIRING DERICK JORDAN IMMEDIATELY AND
THEN HIRE DILLON ONCE WE GET AN ACADEMY SPOT. THE MAYOR
ASKED; SO THIS IS A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE MERIT BOARD
AND CHIEF PRUDENT? CHIEF PRUDENT STATED “YES".
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE EQUIPMENT IN

THE AMOUNT OF $6,440.00 FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO BE
REIMBURSED THROUGH AN IDPH GRANT. CHIEF ALLEN STATED THIS
WAS A GRANT THAT GARY LITTLE WROTE. | THINK GARY NEEDS
RECOGNITION FOR ALL THE WORK HE DOES ON THESE GRANTS
FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. HE IS VERY GOOD AT IT. WE WERE
NOTIFIED ABOUT APPROVAL OF THIS GRANT THAT WILL ALLOW US
TO GET ULTRA VIOLET SCANNERS AND A FOGGER FOR AMBULANCE
EQUIPMENT. THE CHIEF STATED THE CITY WILL PAY FOR IT AND BE
REIMBURSED BY IDPH. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION
FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM DUKE'’S

ROOT CONTROL, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,162.87 FOR THE SEWER
DEPARTMENT. THEY HAVE GONE THRU APPROX. 3200 FEET OF
SEWER LINE THAT HAS BEEN TREATED TO KEEP THE ROOTS OUT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL



COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF CONTRACTOR'S PAY ESTIMATE

11

#5 TO WIGGS EXCAVATING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $66,098.02 FOR
THE MONROE STREET SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING

BILL #4 TO BROWN AND ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,384.11
FOR THE MONROE STREET SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION
PROJECT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

12. APPROVAL TO TRANSFER LAKE LOT #14 FROM SCOTT AND TAMMY

MORAN TO TRICIA & BRENDAN TAYLOR; AMY BECK & ANDY ST. CLAIR;
AND JUSTIN & ABBY FLOWERS. THE MAYOR ALSO WANTED TO ADD
THAT WE ARE ALSO EXTENDING THE LEASE ON THIS TO DECEMBER
2057. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.

13.APPROVAL TO TAKE ACTION ON TODAY WE REACHED A SETTLEMENT

WITH ONE OF OUR FORMER EMPLOYEES. OUR INSURANCE
COMPANY SETTLED A FEDERAL LAWSUIT WHICH INCLUDES AN
AGREEMENT THAT THE EMPLOYEE WILL HAVE A CONFIDENTIALITY
AND NON- DISPARAGING AGREEMENT AND THE CITY AGREES TO
PROVIDE A NEUTRAL REFERENCE. EACH SIDE WILL PAY THEIR OWN
ATTORNEY FEES. THE MAYOR NEEDS A MOTION TO APPROVE AND
CONSENT TO THIS AGREEMENT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE.

14.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~

THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE A BUILDING PERMIT FOR MIKE’'S
DRIVE-IN. THEY HAD A FIRE AND ARE REBUILDING. THE ESTIMATED



COST FOR THIS IS $322,000.00. THEY ARE HOPING TO HAVE IT OPEN
BY THE END OF MAY 2020. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE.

16.OFFICER'S REPORT ~

FIRE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2021. CHIEF ALLEN
REPORTED THEY HAD 161-AMBULANCE CALLS, 2- RUBBISH/ILLEGAL
FIRES, 3- BRUSH/FIELD FIRES, 2 MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS, 3 FIRE
ALARM, 1 VEHICLE FIRE, 2 FIRE EMERGENCY, (GAS LEAKS, POWER
LINES DOWN), 1 STRUCTURE FIRE AND 0 SMOKE SCARES. 0 MUTAL
AID CALLS. FOR A TOTAL OF 175 CALLS DURING THE MONTH. THE
DEPARTMENT USED APPROXIMATELY 45,000 GALLONS OF WATER.
THE DEPARTMENT COLLECTED $57,418.41 FOR AMBULANCE CALLS.

POLICE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2021. CHIEF PRUDENT
REPORTED OFFICERS ANSWERED A TOTAL OF 1,111 CALLS FOR
SERVICE. OF THOSE CALLS 13 WERE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS, 1 WITH
INJURY. OFFICERS RESPONDED TO 38 DOMESTIC DISPUTES, 5
FIGHTS IN PROGRESS, 23 ALARMS, 0 INTOXICATED PERSONS, 10
BURGLARIES, 14 REPORTS OF CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY, 12
COMPLAINTS OF JUVENILE PROBLEMS, 19 REPORTED THEFTS, AND
75 COMPLAINTS OF DISORDERLY CONDUCT/DISTURBANCES. 36
STREET CONTACTS. OFFICERS CONDUCTED 121 TRAFFIC STOPS,
ISSUED 26 CITIATIONS,110 WARNINGS, AND 7 LW-27'S. THERE WERE
43 ADULT ARRESTS MADE AND 4 JUVENILE ARRESTS, RESULTING IN
70 CRIMINAL CHARGES FILED. DISPATCHERS ANSWERED 1,295
CALLS. OF THOSE, 695 WERE 9-1-1 CALLS, 103 WERE WALK IN
REQUESTS. 1,111 WERE FOR POLICE, 200 WERE FOR WEST
FRANKFORT FIRE, 15 WERE FOR THOMPSONVILLE FIRE/EMS, AND 9
WERE FOR ABBOTT EMS, AND 0 FOR UNITED AMBULANCE. AND FOR
THE MONTH OF MARCH, WE COLLECTED $2,200.00 IN FINES AND
FEES.

CODES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 2 BUILDING PERMITS
WERE ISSUED, 0 SIGN PERMITS. RENTAL PROPERTIES- 2 NEW
RENTAL PROPERTIES, 7 RENTAL INSPECTIONS. COMPLAINTS-69
NUISANCE COMPLAINT PHONE CALLS, 12 NUISANCE LETTERS
MAILED, 61 NUISANCE COMPLAINTS RESOLVED. BUILDINGS- 4
OCCUPANCY PROHIBITED SIGNS POSTED, 4 DANGEROUS & BURNED



OUT BUILDINGS IDENTIFIED, 38 DANDEROUS & BURNED OUT
BUILDINGS IN PROGRESS, 2 DANGEROUS & BURNED OUT BUILDINGS
DEMOLISHED, O FILES GIVEN TO ATTORNEY 0 FAST TRACK.
VEHICLES- 8 INOPERABLE/ABANDONED VEHICLES LETTERS MAILED,
8 INOPERABLE/ABANDONED VEHICLES RESOLVED. 0 CITATIONS
GIVEN.

16.MAYOR'S REPORT ~

THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE
JERRY HARKINS ON BEING CROWNED MR. OLD KING COAL THIS PAST
SATURDAY. MR. HARKINS STATED IT WAS REALLY AN HONOR TO BE
SELECTED. THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE THINKS IT'S A GREAT DEAL
THAT ITS A REALLY BIG PART OF FRANKLIN COUNTY. THE OLD KING
COAL WILL START MAY 13-15™. TOMORROW IS OUR FIRST CHAMBER
MEETING IN OVER A YEAR, SO IT WILL BE GREAT TO GET TOGETHER
AGAIN.

THE MAYOR STATED HE IS LOOKING FORWARD TO THE FUTURE OF
WEST FRANKFORT. WE ARE ANNEXING SOME PROPERTY FOR
BLAZING TRAIL BBQ; OWNER RYAN PURCELL INTO CITY LIMITS. ITS
ACROSS THE STREET FROM CROWNLINE. MR. PURCELL IS WORKING
ON A PLAT MAP; THE WATER DEPARTMENT IS GETTING SOME LINES
HOOKED UP.

I ALSO WANT TO THANK ALL THE DEPARTMENTS FOR BEING SO
PATIENT IN THE LAST YEAR; OUR REVENUE HAS CHANGED WITH THE
LOSS OF VANITY FAIR AND FROM COVID. WE HAD BEEN PUTTING
THINGS ON HOLD AND SOME OF THESE HIRES HAVE BEEN DELAYED
ALITTLE BIT, SO | APPRECIATE EVERYONE BEING PATIENT.

THE MAYOR ALSO STATED THE OFFICE STAFF AND THE WATER
DEPARTMENT ARE WORKING ON A PROGRAM AND FOR SO LONG WE
WEREN'T ABLE TO SHUT ANYONES WATER OFF BECAUSE OF COVID.
THIS MONTH WE HAVE REACHED OUT TO ALL OUR PAST DUE
CUSTOMERS TO GET THEIR ACCOUNTS UP TO CURRENT; THIS IS A
PAYMENT PLAN PAYABLE THRU PAYCLIKS. THEY DO OUR DEBIT AND
CREDIT CARD BILLING AND HAVE AGREED TO TAKE ON THIS TASK OF
SETTING UP PAYMENTS WITH OUR CUSTOMERS TO GET THEM UP TO
DATE. THEY GET UP TO A YEAR TO MAKE PAYMENTS BUT THEY HAVE
TO SET THEM UP WITH PAYCLIX OR THEY WILL BE SHUT OFF ON



APRIL 26™. WE ARE TRYING TO GIVE THE CUSTOMERS A LONGER
PERIOD OF TIME TO GET CAUGHT UP. THEY CAN CONTACT THE
OFFICE HERE FOR THE NUMBER AND WEB ADDRESS TO MAKE
ARRANGEMENTS.

17.COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED HE IS VERY HAPPY TO WELCOME
JEREMY AND DERICK TO THE DEPARTMENTS. WELCOME ABOARD,
AND TO THE TEAM. THEY ARE A GOOD BUNCH OF GUYS. THE POLICE
AND FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN STAYING BUSY. YOU ALL ARE AT
THE TOP OF MY LIST.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON VIA ZOOM STATED HE IS JUST GLAD WE
HAVE STARTED REPLACING SOME OF THE POLICE AND FIREMEN
WHO HAVE LEFT. ITS HIS HOPE TO CONTINUE TO GET THEM UP TO
FULL STRENGTH IN THOSE DEPARTMENTS.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THEY HAVE A COUPLE GUYS OFF
BUT THEY ARE GETTING A LOT DONE WITH THE MAN POWER WE
HAVE. THE GUYS ARE WORKING HARD MARKING JULIE'S AND
KEEPING UP WITH DEMANDS OF THE UPCOMING ROAD PROJECT.
THEY ARE WORKING ON THE DIRT ON THE MAIN STREET GREEN
SPACE FOR GRASS TO GET IT ALL PLANTED AS WELL.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE WATER AND SEWER HAS
BEEN BUSY TRYING TO CLEAR OUT ROOTS TO KEEP THE WATER
RUNNING. THE GUYS ARE DOING A GOOD JOB.

18. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

BRIAN CAROL OF 606 N LINCOLN STATED THAT IN THE 700 BLOCK OF
N. LINCOLN THERE IS A CONSTRUCTION COMPANY THERE. IN THE
PAST YEAR THEY HAVE PURCHASED ADDITIONAL PROPERTY AT THE
END OF 600 BLOCK OF LINCOLN AND ITS KIND OF GOTTEN OUT OF
CONTROL. THE MAYOR ASKED IS THIS DOWN BY THE FOOTBALL
FIELD? MR. CAROL STATED “YES”. WE AREN'T ANTI BUSINESS BUT
WE ARE PRO RESIDENTIAL AND WE WOULD JUST LIKE IT TO BE
CLEANED UP. ACCORDING TO OUR ZONING LAWS, WE'VE CHECKED
THOSE LAWS AND THERE HAS BEEN A PRESIDENCE SET BEFORE
WITH A LOCAL BUSINESS; MIKE DAVIS BEING ASKED TO MOVE HIS
BUSINESS TO EAST OF TOWN TO MAKE HIS PALLETS. WE ARE JUST
ASKING FOR THE SAME CONSIDERATION. THE MAYOR ASKED ARE



THEY DOING CONSTRUCTION WORK THERE OR MANUFACTURING?
OR ARE THEY JUST STORING THEIR EQUIPMENT THERE? MR. CAROL
STATED NO THEY HAVE A HOME, TOOL SHED OR POLE BARN ON HIS
PROPERTY. TO MY UNDERSTANDING UNDER THE CODES THAT'S
LEGAL. BUT TWO HOUSES DOWN AND ACROSS 6™ STREET; HE HAS
PURCHASED ANOTHER LOT AND THERE IS BRICKS, ROCK PILES,
DEBRIS, AND TRUCKS PARKED ON THE FOOTBALL SIDE OF THE
FIELD. ITS JUST GETTING OUT OF HAND. THE MAYOR ASKED HAVE
YOU TALKED TO C.W. STILLEY ABOUT THIS? MRS. CAROL STATED
THAT SHE HAS AND HE HASN'T WANTED TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT.
SHE STATED ITS MAKING IT WHERE YOU CAN'T ACCESS 6™ STREET,
THE ROCK IN THE ROAD IS COVERING UP HALF THE ROAD AND
MAKING IT FLOOD, THEY ALSO HAVE A PILE A DIRT IN HIS NEIGHBORS
YARD SHE IS AN ELDERLY LADY THAT IS ALSO MAKING IT FLOOD. I'VE
TALKED WITH HER DAUGHTER LINDA FILKINS ABOUT IT AND HE DID
NOT GET PERMISSION TO PUT THAT DIRT IN HER YARD. THE MAYOR
ASKED CAN | GET YOUR PHONE NUMBER SO | CAN SET UP AN
APPOINTMENT WITH YOU ALL TO SIT DOWN AND DISCUSS THIS?
MRS. CAROL STATED 937-0567 WAS HER NUMBER. THE MAYOR SAID
THANK YOU AND WE WILL BE IN TOUCH TO SEE IF WE CAN HELP OUT.

NEXT WAS ROBERT BURKETT, HE LIVES ON 5™ STREET. STATED
TWO WEEKS TO THE DAY WHILE | WAS AT WORK, | HAD OFFICERS
BREAK INTO MY HOUSE. THEY HAVE TRAUMATIZED MY ANIMALS FOR
ONE, MY GERMAN SHEPARD WHO WAS ALWAYS FRIENDLY TOWARDS
PEOPLE IS NOW AGGRESSIVE TOWARDS PEOPLE. MY OTHER DOG
WAS LET OUTSIDE. YOU ALL PAID FOR THE DAMAGES; BUT YET THE
GIRL THAT WAS ON THE PHONE DIDN'T ASK ENOUGH QUESTIONS. |
HAVE A TOUCH PAD ON MY DOOR, WHY WEREN'T MORE QUESTIONS
BE ASKED? CURRENTLY THERE WERE WEAPONS ON THE PROPERTY,
MY DOOR WAS NOT RE-SECURED AND AN OFFICER WAS NOT THERE.
SOMEONE COULD OF JUST WALKED INTO MY HOUSE AND TOOK
EVERYTHING | HAVE. IF IT WASN'T FOR THE SECURITY CAMERAS |
WOULD OF NEVER KNOWN THIS HAPPENED, NO NOTE WAS LEFT, |
WAS LEFT IN THE DARK BESIDES WHAT WAS ON MY CAMERAS. |
THINK THERE SHOULD HAVE BEEN MORE TRAINING AND SOMETHING
MORE SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE. | SHOULD HAVE BEEN
CONTACTED; BUT MY PROPERTY WAS LEFT DEFENSELESS. CHIEF
PRUDENT STATED THAT HE WOULD BE GLAD TO SIT DOWN AND TALK
WITH HIM ABOUT THAT. HE STATED AT THE TIME THE CALL CAME IN
WE GOT VERY LITTLE INFORMATION, IT WAS REPORTED AS AN



OVERDOSE, CAPTAIN SAILLIEZ FROM THE FIRE DEPARTMENT WAS
THERE SO HE HAS MORE INFORMATION. CAPTAIN SAILLIEZ STATED
THAT THEY WERE CALLED IT WAS A MENTAL SUBJECT POSSIBLY
SUICIDE SAFETY BEUNG INVOLVED, SO THAT TOOK PRIORITY OVER
SECURING. OUR END OF LEAVING YOUR PROPERTY UNSECURED
HAS BEEN ADDRESSED. BUT AT THE SAME TIME WE HAVE MADE
EVERY EFFORT TO MAKE IT RIGHT. | WOULD BE MORE THAN HAPPY
TO SIT DOWN WITH THE COUNCIL AND YOU AND TALK ABOUT IT
MORE IN DEPTH. THE MAYOR ASKED FOR ROBERTS PHONE NUMBER
618-513-9922. THE MAYOR STATED ON BEHALF OF THE CITY THEY
WERE RESPONDING TO WHAT THEY THOUGHT THEY HAD, | WAS
NOTIFIED LATER THAT WE HAD A DOOR TO REPAIR. HAVE WE MADE
REPAIRS TO YOUR PROPERTY THE MAYOR ASKED? ROBERT REPLIED
“THEY HAVE", BUT LIKE | SAID | HAD A TOUCH PAD DOOR AND IF THEY
HAD SOMEONE ON THE LINE, | DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY QUESTIONS
WEREN'T ASKED TO GET THRU THE DOOR INSTEAD OF BUSTING
THRU IT. CHIEF PRUDENT STATED ALL WE HAD WAS THE ADDRESS
AND INFORMATION OF PILLS, AND SOMEONE COULD POSSIBLY BE
DYING. THE MAYOR SAID | APOLOGIZE FOR WHAT HAPPENED AND
WE WILL BE GLAD TO SIT DOWN WITH YOU AFTER THIS.

ISABELLE HEYDER WANTS TO KNOW WHATS GOING ON WITH 2003
EAST ELM. STATED SHE SENT ANGIE BAKER DEATON PICTURES. THE
CODES ENFORCEMENT OFFICER HAS NEVER STEPPED FOOT OUT OF
HIS TRUCK. HE DID FINALLY TAKE A SIGN AND PUT IT UP ON THE
HOUSE. THE MAYOR ASKED IF THIS WAS THE LADY THAT WAS TAKEN
OFF AND IS IN A NURSING HOME? MRS. HEYDER STATED SHE IS NOT
AS UPSET WITH THE WAY THAT IT LOOKED, BUT THE FACT THAT
NOTHING WAS EVER DONE BEFORE. BUT THAT WE HAD AN
ELDERLY, DISABLED LADY LIVING THERE; THAT THEY KNEW SHE
WASN'T SAFE THERE WHEN THE GUYS HAD TO GO IN THERE AND
GET HER OUT. SHE COULD OF DIED IN THERE. OUR CODES
ENFORCEMENT WOULDN'T GET OUT OF THE TRUCK TO SMELL THE
HOUSE TO SEE HOW BAD IT WAS. FROM WHAT | UNDERSTAND THERE
WERE 8 LIVE CATS AND 3 DEAD CATS. THE MAYOR ASKED WAS
THERE SOME OTHER STATE AGENCY INVOLVED IN THIS OTHER THAN
THE CITY? MRS. DRAGOVICH SAID SHE CONTACTED SHAWNEE
ALLIANCE AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. THE OWNER IS AT
WESTSIDE RIGHT NOW. COMMISSIONER STANLEY SAID THAT THE
ISSUE WAS IS PEOPLE WERE TRYING TO HELP HER, BUT THE OWNER
OF THE HOUSE REFUSED THE HELP AND SAID SHE WAS FINE. MRS



DRAGOVICH AGREED WITH COMMISSIONER STANLEY SHE WOULDN'T
LET ANYONE HELP HER. MRS. HEYDER ALSO STATED SHE HAD NO
RUNNING WATER OR A FURNACE SHE WAS RUNNING SPACE
HEATERS TO HEAT THE PLACE. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS A VERY
COMPLEX MATTER, YOU CAN'T TAKE SOMEONE’'S HOME AWAY FROM
THEM WHEN THEY SAY THEY ARE FINE. NO MATTER WHAT WE THINK
OF THE WAY THEY LIVE THEY HAVE CIVIL RIGHTS AND WE CAN'T
JUST TAKE A HOME AWAY FROM SOMEONE. THE MAYOR STATED
YOU MIGHT TRY TO GET BI-COUNTY HEALTH INVOLVED.

MRS. DRAGOVICH ASKED IF ANYONE HAS REPORTED DOGS OR
PUPPIES MISSING? BECAUSE HER DAUGHTER WORKS AT CASEY’S
EAST AND KEEPS FINDING DOGS DUMPED IN THEIR TRASH CANS
OUTSIDE THE BUILDING. CHIEF PRUDENT REPLIED NOT TO HIS
KNOWLEDGE. BUT WOULD CHECK INTO IT.

19.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:43 P.M.
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