WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2023

. COMMISSIONER HOWARD CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00
P.M. REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS, AND DEPUTY
CITY CLERK WERE IN ATTENDANCE. THE CITY CLERK AND CITY
ATTORNEY WERE NOT IN ATTENDENCE.

- THE NEXT ITEM WAS SWEARING IN OF COMMISSIONERS. JUDGE TOM
TEDESCHI WAS INVITED TO SWEAR IN JERRY HARKINS, KEITH
HOWARD, ROGER STANLEY, AND LINDA WARREN WHO WERE ALL RE-
ELECTED COMMISSIONERS.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS SWEARING IN OF THE NEW MAYOR TIM ARVIEW.
JUDGE TOM TEDESCH! ALSO SWORE IN THE NEWLY ELECTED MAYOR
TIM ARVIEW.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE APRIL
25, 2023 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER STANLEY
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED IT IS STATE LAW THAT WE HAVE TO ASSIGN
THE COMMISSIONERS. PURSUANT TO 65 ILCS 5/4-5-3 WHICH STATES
THAT THE COUNCIL AT THE FIRST REGULAR MEETING AFTER AN
ELECTION OF A MEMBER OR MEMBERS SHALL DESIGNATE BY A
MAJORITY VOTE ONE COMMISSIONER TO BE COMMISSIONER OF
ACCOUNTS AND FINANCES, ONE TO BE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC
HEALTH AND SAFETY, ONE TO BE COMMISSIONER OF STREETS AND
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, AND ONE TO BE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC
PROPERTY. THE COUNCIL WILL NOW TAKE THOSE VOTES. | HEREBY
MAKE A RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL THAT THE CURRENT
ASSIGNMENTS REMAIN AS THEY ARE. SO THAT IS JERRY HARKINS
REMAIN THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY, KEITH
HOWARD REMAIN THE COMMISSIONER OF ACCOUNTS AND
FINANCES, ROGER STANLEY REMAIN COMMISSIONER OF STREETS
AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, AND THAT LINDA WARREN REMAIN THE
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC PROPERTY. AND | WOULD ENTERTAIN A



MOTION TO THAT EFFECT. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS. THE MAYOR STATED
THIS IS ANOTHER THING WE HAVE TO DO AFTER EVERY ELECTION.
SO PURSUANT TO 65 ILCS 5/3.1-30-5A WHICH STATES THE MAYOR
WITH THE ADVICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL MAY APPOINT AND IT
NAMES A NUMBER OF THEM. A TREASURER, COLLECTOR WHO
ACCORDING TO OUR ORDINANCES IS THE CITY CLERK. A
COMPTROLLER, AN ATTORNEY AND OR CORPORATE COUNCIL AND
OTHER OFFICERS NECESSARY TO CARRY INTO EFFECT THE
POWERS CONFERRED UPON MUNICIPALITIES. SO, | WILL NOW MAKE
MY APPOINTMENTS TO THE COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL .

A. FOR CITY ATTORNEY THE MAYOR STATED HE HEREBY
APPOINTS MR. DAVID GARAVALIA. AND HE WOULD MAKE A
MOTION THAT THE COUNCIL WOULD APPROVE IT AND
STATED HE NEEDS A SECOND ON THAT. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS STATED HE WOULD MAKE A MOTION THAT WE
APPROVE THAT. THE MAYOR STATED HE MADE THE MOTION
SO DID YOU WANT TO SECOND THAT? COMMISSIONER
HARKINS STATED YES, | WILL SECOND THAT. THE MAYOR
ASKED IF THERE WERE AND DISCUSSIONS OR QUESTIONS
ON THAT. COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED CAN HE
(MAYOR) MAKE THE MOTION? THE MAYOR IS SUPPOSED TO
RECOMMEND, RIGHT? THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE CAN
MAKE THE MOTION ALSO, BUT YES, TYPICALLY THE MAYOR
WOULD NOT MAKE THE MOTION WITH THOSE THINGS BUT,
IT IS ALLOWED OTHER CITIES HAVE DONE IT.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY ASKED WHO IS THIS GUY YOU
HAVE PICKED? THE MAYOR STATED HE IS AN ATTORNEY AT
BENTON, AND ASKED MR. GARAVALIA TO SPEAK. MR.
GARAVALIA STATED HE IS A LAWYER FROM BENTON WHO
HAS BEEN A LAWYER FOR FORTY-THREE YEARS. | HAVE
REPRESENTED MCLEANSBORO FOR ABOUT 6-7 YEARS,
CURRENTLY REPRESENT THE VILLAGE OF HANAFORD, AND
SEVERAL OTHER TOWNSHIPS ROADS. HE STATED HE DOES
NOT KNOW ANY OF THE FOLKS ON THE COUNCIL. THE



MAYOR STATED HE MET DAVE A WHILE BACK WE HAVE
TALKED A LOT AND | FEEL LIKE HIS WIFE IS ON THE
COUNCIL IN BENTON, THEY ARE GOOD PEOPLE, GOOD
CHRISTIAN PEOPLE, SO THAT'S WHY | RECOMMEND HIM.
MR. GARAVALIA STATED HE DID WORK WITH THE CITY OF
BENTON A WHILE BACK FOR FIVE (5) YEARS OR MORE. HE
WAS THE ZONING GUY, TIF GUY, | WAS THE ENTERPRISE
ZONE GUY, AND THE REAL ESTATE GUY. AND HE DID SOME
CITY ATTORNEY WORK TOO SO HE IS NOT A STRANGER TO
WHAT GOES ON IN CITIES OR MUNICIPALITIES.

THE MAYOR STATED SO WE DO HAVE A MOTION AND A
SECOND, ANY OTHER DISCUSSION OR QUESTIONS ABOUT
ANYTHING? IF NOT CALL ROLL. MAYOR ARVIEW, MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: COMMISSIONER HOWARD
STATED HE IS NOT SURE WE ARE DOING THIS RIGHT, AND
BOTH COMMISSIONER STANLEY AND WARREN AGREED
THEY DIDN'T THINK IT WAS BEING DONE RIGHT.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY ASKED CAN WE TABLE THIS?
MAYOR ARVIEW STATED YES, WE CAN TABLE THIS AND
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE
A DISCUSSION ABOUT THIS. JUST SO THEY CAN KNOW A
LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT THESE PEOPLE INSTEAD OF JUST
GOING FORWARD WITH EVERYTHING. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO TABLE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HOWARD. COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED
IF THERE IS A MOTION ON THE FLOOR CAN YOU TABLE IT
WITHOUT VOTING? COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED HE
DID NOT KNOW THAT EITHER. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW AGREED TO TABLE.
MOTION FAILED.

THE MAYOR STATED HE WILL COME UP WITH SOMETHING
OR WE DO NOT HAVE TO DO THE APPOINTMENTS TONIGHT.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO HOLD
OFF ON THE APPOINTMENTS UNTIL WE CAN SIT DOWN AND
TALK ABOUT STUFF. COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED SHE
WISHED SOMEONE COULD TELL THEM IF THEY COULD RUN
A MEETING WITHOUT A LAWYER. SOMEONE IN THE
AUDIENCE STATED I THINK YOU CAN.



B. CITY CLERK -AS SOME OF YOU MAY KNOW OUR PREVIOUS
CLERK RETIRED AS OF MAY 15T, 2023. AND SO THEN THAT
FALLS TO ME TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT FOR A CLERK.
AND AFTER A LOT OF PRAYER AND TALKING WITH A LOT OF
GOOD PEOPLE | WOULD LIKE TO RECOMMEND JANET
MELVIN TO THE ROLL OF CITY CLERK. SHE HAS BEEN THE
CITY CLERK BEFORE; SHE HAS WORKED WITH THE CITY
BEFORE. SO, | WOULD ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO THAT
EFFECT. NO MOTION. ALRIGHT. COMMISSIONER WARREN
ASKED CAN WE MAKE A MOTION? | DON'T KNOW ALL THE
RULES TO APPOINT SOMEONE? THE MAYOR STATED NO.

C. CITY TREASURER-AS SOME OF YOU MAY ALSO KNOW OUR
PREVIOUS CLERK WORE TWO HATS. SHE WAS ALSO OUR
TREASURER. THAT PLACED AN UNDO BURDEN ON HER
WHICH | CONTRIBUTE TO SOME OF THE ISSUES WE HAD
WITH OUR FINANCIAL REPORTS. TO ALLEVIATE THIS
BURDEN AND TO FILL THIS VACANCY | WOULD LIKE TO
RECOMMEND CATE DINN TO THE ROLL OF TREASURER. AND
WOULD ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO THAT EFFECT.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD ASKED IF SHE WAS RETIRED?
MAYOR ARVIEW STATED SHE IS BUT SHE COULD COME
BACK. COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED SHE CAN ONLY
WORK SO MANY HOURS. A GENTLEMAN IN THE AUDIENCE
STATED SHE CAN WORK 999 HOURS WE CHECKED WITH
IMRF KEITH. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED POINT OF ORDER,
POINT OF ORDER. WE CAN'T REALLY HAVE DISCUSSION
UNTIL WE HAVE A MOTION AND A SECOND. IF WE ARE
GOING TO DISCUSS IT, WE NEED A MOTION AND A SECOND.
NO MOTION WAS MADE.

D. CITY CODES OFFICER - | RECOMMEND THAD SNELL TO
CONTINUE IN HIS ROLL. AND WOULD ENTERTAIN A MOTION
FOR THAT. HE STATED | WOULD THINK THAT WOULD BE
SOMETHING YOU WOULD WANT. COMMISSIONER STANLEY
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

E. CONSULTING ENGINEER - THE MAYOR STATED | HEREBY



RE-APPOINT BROWN & ROBERTS WHO HAVE DONE OUR
ENGINEERING FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS. THEY HAVE
SEVERAL PROJECTS GOING, THERE IS NO POINT IN
CHANGING HORSES MIDSTREAM. WE ARE DOING A GOOD
JOB WITH THEM SO | WOULD ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO KEEP
BROWN & ROBERTS AS OUR CITY ENGINEERS.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

F. FIRE CHIEF- PURSUANT TO 65 ILCS 5/10-2.1-4 IN WHICH THE
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT THE FIRE
CHIEF AND CHIEF OF POLICE SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE
MAYOR WITH APPROVAL OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND SHALL
SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE MAYOR ALL OTHER
OFFICERS REGARDLESS OF RANK ON THE FIRE AND POLICE
DEPARTMENTS SHALL BY APPOINTED BY THE BOARD OF
FIRE AND POLICE COMMISSIONERS. SO, TO THAT EFFECT, |
HEREBY RE-APPOINT DEREK SAILLIEZ TO THE POSITION OF
FIRE CHIEF AND WOULD ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO
APPROVE. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

G. CHIEF OF POLICE- THE MAYOR STATED TO THAT SAME
EFFECT PURSUANT TO 65 ILCS 5/10-2.1-4 | HEREBY RE-
APPOINT JOHN PRUDENT AS CHIEF OF POLICE.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS THE CONSENT AGENDA. THE MAYOR
EXPLAINED THIS IS NEW TO OUR CITY. NORMALLY THIS WOULD BE A
SEPARATE KIND OF MEETING WHERE YOU WOULD HAVE AN
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING. SEPARATE FROM A REGULAR CITY
COUNCIL MEETING BUT WE HAVE THEM TOGETHER. FOR THE SAKE
OF OR IN THE INTEREST OF BREVITY OR EFFIECENCY | PUT THESE



TOGETHER UNDER WHAT WE CALL A CONSENT AGENDA. AND THE
WAY THAT WORKS IS IF THERE IS AN ITEM ON HERE THAT WE FEEL
LIKE WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT SEPARATELY WE CAN DO THAT, BUT
OTHERWISE THESE ARE THINGS THAT GENERALLY ARE NOT GOING
TO BE CONTROVERSIAL, LIKE THE MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS WERE.
THINGS WE DON'T NECESSARILY HAVE TO HAVE DISCUSSION ON, WE
CAN JUST APPROVE THEM ALL TOGETHER.

a. APPROVAL TO PAY THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $167,334.

b. DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING A LICENSE TO
SELL ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS. THE MAYOR STATED HE WOULD LIKE
TO TALK ABOUT THIS ONE A SECOND. THIS IS FOR LIQUOR
BARRELL, THEY ARE WANTING TO CHANGE FROM A “B LICENSE”
TO AN “A LICENSE” WHICH WOULD THEN ALLOW THEM TO HAVE
GAMING. NOW | DO WANT TO GO ON RECORD TO SAY THAT
GENERALLY SPEAKING | AM AGAINST THAT SORT OF THING
PERSONALLY. MY BELIEFS ARE AGAINST THAT. BUT | DO NOT
WANT TO PUT THEM IN A HARDSHIP POSITION. SO, IM OK WITH
HAVING THIS ON HERE TO APPROVE. BUT | FEEL LIKE WE HAVE
REACHED OUR LIMIT ON THOSE KIND OF LICENSES. AND | DON'T
THINK WE NEED TO HAVE ANY MORE OF THEM. SO, WE WILL GO
AHEAD AND APPROVE THIS ONE BUT HERE GOING FORWARD |
FEEL LIKE THE ANSWER SHOULD BE NO TO THOSE SORTS OF
THINGS.

c. APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF AN
EMPLOYEE FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT WATER DEPARTMENT.
THIS WAS TO FILL A VACANCY IN THE WATER DEPARTMENT, THIS
POSITION WILL BE FILLED BY WILLIAM BRYAN.

d. APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION APPOINTING PAID ON CALL
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS TO THE WEST FRANKFORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED THAT THIS IS JUST TO FILL
VANCANCIES THAT NEED FILLED. APPOINTING PAID ON CALL
FIREFIGHTERS SHANNON SCHLOSS AND RYAN DARNELL TO THE
WEST FRANKFORT FIRE DEPARTMENT.

e. APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION APPOINTING BOARD MEMBERS TO
THE WEST FRANKFORT LIBRARY BOARD. THIS IS TO RE-APPOINT
JOHN DIMMICK, LEAH HUGHES AND JUDY LITTLE TO A THREE (3)
YEAR TERM EXPIRING IN 2026.

f. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BEUSSINK, HICKAM &
KOCHEL, P.C. IN THE AMOUNT OF $14,000.00 REGARDING THE



4/30/22 FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT.

g. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BRIT GLOBAL SPECIALTY
USA IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000.00 REPRESENTING PAYMENT OF
THE DEDUCTIBLE FOR A LIABILITY CLAIM.

h. APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR DEMOLITION. WE WILL
BE ADVERTISING FOR BIDS FOR DEMOLITION AT THE FOLLOWING
ADDRESSES. 717 NORTH HORN, 819 W WORDEN, 411 N. HORN, 407
N. HORN, 401 N. HORN.

i. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM TARGET SOLUTIONS IN THE
AMOUNT OF $2,458.60 FOR TRAINING AT THE WEST FRANKFORT
FIRE DEPARTMENT.

j-  APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM DIAMOND EQUIPMENT IN
THE AMOUNT OF $2,089.75 FOR REPAIRS TO EQUIPMENT AT THE
STREET DEPARTMENT.

k. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM SIDENER ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,074.75 ANNUAL MAINTENANCE
AT THE SEWER PLANT.

THE MAYOR STATED YOU CAN GO THROUGH ALL OF THEM, SO YOU
GUYS AND THE COMMISSIONERS ITS ON THE AGENDA OR FOR ANYONE
IN THE AUDIENCE TO READ WHAT THESE ITEMS ARE. BUT AS FAR AS
JUST VOTING ON THEM, GETTING THEM CLEARED OUT | WOULD
RECOMMEND THAT WE APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS AS A
WHOLE. FIRST BEFORE WE DO THAT | WOULD ASK IF ANYONE ON THE
COUNCIL IF THERE IS ANY ONE ITEM THAT YOU WOULD WANT
SEPARATED FROM THIS TO TALK ABOUT SEPARATELY? SO, | WOULD
MAKE A MOTION TO ENTERTAIN THE APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT
AGENDA AS PRINTED.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND
MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT — SEWAGE
TREATMENT PLANT STORMWATER LAGOON CLEANOUT UPDATE.
MATT TOSH OF BROWN AND ROBERTS STATED THIS IS MORE OF
JUST AN UPDATE THERE IS NO ACTION NEEDED BY THE COUNCIL.
THE CITY HAS AN ONGOING PROJECT FOR CLEANING OUT THE
SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT STORMWATER LAGOON. THERE WAS
AN APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO TAMMY DUCKWORTH'S OFFICE FOR
CONGRESSIONAL DIRECT SPENDING (CDS) PROGRAM AND YOU'VE



RECEIVED AND EMAIL THAT IT HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THIS
SENATOR APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEES TO ADVANCE. SO, IT
HAS PASSED ONE HURDLE AND IT IS THE RECOMMENDED AMOUNT
OF $160,000.00 FOR PROPOSED DESIGN AND PERMITTING
PAPERWORK. THIS IS NOT A GUARANTEE ON FUNDING IT GOES TO
THE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE AND THEN THEY WILL
COME OUT WITH THEIR RECOMMENDATION IF THEY DO AWARD THE
PROJECT. COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED NO VOTE IS NEEDED
THIS WAS JUST INFORMATIONAL.

. AUDIENCE COMMENTS:

THE MAYOR STATED | KNOW THIS IS PROBABLY GOING TO GET A
LITTLE HAIRY BUT WE HAVE TO ALLOW IT. PUBLIC COMMENTS IF YOU
HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADDRESS TO THE COUNCIL: |
WOULD ASK YOU TO KEEP IT BRIEF BECAUSE WE HAVE A LOT OF
PEOPLE HERE AND IF EVERY SINGLE PERSON SAYS SOMETHING WE
ARE GOING TO BE HERE ALL NIGHT. WE HAVE SOME CUPCAKES AND
PUNCH OVER THERE, SO | DO NOT WANT TO BE HERE ALL NIGHT.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED PLEASE HAVE THEM COME
FORWARD SO WE CAN GET COMMENTS ON THE RECORDER AND SO
WE CAN HEAR YOU.

A GENTLEMAN IN THE AUDIENCE STATED HE NEEDED SOME
CLARIFICATION. ACCORDING TO STATE LAW WHENEVER YOU SAID
HE IS STREETS AND IMPROVEMENT AND LINDA IS PUBLIC PROPERTY.
MAYOR ARVIEW STATED CORRECT. THE GENTLEMAN STATED
PUBLIC PROPERTY MEANS BUILDINGS. SO, IF YOU'RE WANTING HER
TO BE WATER AND SEWER ALSO THAT NEEDS TO BE CHANGED AND
VOTED ON. OTHERWISE, STREETS AND IMPROVEMENTS COVERS
THE UTILITIES. IS HE (COMMISSIONER STANLEY) STREET, WATER,
AND SEWER? MAYOR ARVIEW STATED ACTUALLY IT IS IN OUR
ORDINANCES AND | BELIEVE ITS EVEN IN THE STATE LAW. THE
GENTLEMEN STATED NO STATE LAW IS. THE MAYOR STATED BUT IT
IS IN OUR ORDINANCES | KNOW THAT. THE WATER WORKS FALLS
UNDER THE COMMISSIONER FOR PUBLIC PROPERTY. THE
GENTLEMAN STATED | KNOW SO DID THE CITY OF BENTON AND | HAD
THEM CHANGE IT AND GO BY STATE LAW SO IF THEY WANTED TO GO
WITH WATER AND SEWER IN A DIFFERENT DEPARTMENT THEN IT
NEEDS TO BE VOTED ON SO SHE GOT THAT. ITS LEGAL TO DO IT BUT
YOU NEED TO VOTE ON IT TO PUT IT OVER THERE OTHERWISE HE
(COMMISSIONER STANLEY) WILL END UP WITH ALL THREE.
COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED SO YOU MEAN | WOULD BE OVER
PUBLIC PROPERTY? THE GENTLEMEN STATED YOU NEED TO VOTE



TO CLARIFY THAT YOU ARE REMOVING THE WATER AND SEWER TO
PUBLIC PROPERTY. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED IT ALREADY IS. THE
GENTLEMAN STATED THE ORDINANCE DOES NOT SUPERSEED STATE
LAW.IT'S A SIMPLE ISSUE IF YOU WANT HER (COMMISSIONER
WARREN) TO BE OVER IT YOU JUST NEED TO VOTE OVER. MAYOR
ARVIEW STATED HE WOULD LOOK INTO THAT. THE GENTLEMAN
STATED HE WAS JUST GOING BY THE CURRENT VOTE.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD ASKED THE GENTLEMAN SO WHAT DO WE
NEED TO DO IN YOUR OPINION? THE GENTLEMAN STATED JUST
MAKE A MOTION THAT PUBLIC PROPERTY ALSO CONTAINS WATER
AND SEWER WITHIN ITS AUTHORITY AND YOUR DONE, VOTE IT IN.
COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED SHE THINKS THAT IT WAS JUST A
MISTAKE ON THE WORDING. THE GENTLEMAN STATED BUT
WHENEVER IT STATES STREETS AND IMPROVEMENTS IT INCLUDES
WATER AND SEWER. HE STATED YOUR PUBLIC PROBERTY AND
IMPROVEMENTS. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED | DON'T KNOW THAT ITS
APPROPRIATE TO DEAL WITH IT RIGHT AT THE MOMENT. THE
GENTLEMAN STATED WELL ACTUALLY IT IS BECAUSE YOU MADE THE
APPOINTMENTS. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED WE NEED FURTHER
COUNCIL ON IT. | RESPECT YOUR INPUT AND IF WE NEED TO DO
THAT, WE WILL DO THAT. | DON'T SEE ANY ISSUE WITH VOTING ON IT,
JUST THE IDEA AT THIS POINT IN THE MEETING WE ARE PASS THE
POINT OF MAKING RESOLUTIONS AND THINGS LIKE THAT. WE DO
HAVE IN OUR ORDINANCE THAT IF YOU HAVE A PETITION FOR THE
COUNCIL, IT HAS TO BE REDUCED TO PAPER WORK. SINCE WE RIGHT
NOW DON'T HAVE A CITY ATTORNEY, WE ARE KIND OF IN A LIMBO
STATE. THE GENTLEMAN STATED WELL UNTIL THE CLARIFICATION IS
MADE COMMISSIONER STANLEY NEEDS TO BE BRINGING UP THE
NEW WATER DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE. THAT'S WHY | BROUGHT THIS
UP NOW. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED | GET THAT, WE JUST KIND OF PUT
THAT UNDER THE CONSENT AGENDA AND ANYWAYS | WAS THE ONE
WHO REALLY KIND OF BROUGHT IT UP, | GUESS. THE GENTLEMAN
STATED WELL IM NIT PICKY AND MAYOR ARVIEW STATED WE WANT
TO DO THINGS THE WAY WE ARE SUPPOSED TO. COMMISSIONER
WARREN STATED THE NEW EMPLOYEE WENT THROUGH HIS
PROBATIONARY PERIOD. THE MAYOR STATED EVEN IF WE NEED TO
CALL A SPECIAL MEETING TO DO THAT, WE WILL DO THAT.

ED HAMMONDS STATED HE JUST HAS A SIMPLE QUESTION FOR MR.
HARKINS. DURING THE ELECTIONS BEFORE THIS WAS FINISHED A
GENTLEMAN AND | WERE TALKING AND HE SAID IF YOU WERE THERE
(MR. HAMMONDS) FOR 7-8 YEARS YOU KNOW THE COMMISSIONERS
HE SAID ESPECIALLY MR. HARKINS. HE SAID MR. HARKINS HAS BEEN
HERE LONGER THAN ANYONE ELSE. YOU HAVE SERVED FOR MORE
MAYORS THAN ANYONE ELSE. HE WAS ASKING ME HE SAID | DON'T
KNOW HIM THAT WELL BUT IF YOU WOULD JUST KINDA HELP ME. |



WANT TO KNOW IF YOU CAN TELL ME OVER THE MR. HARKINS
SERVICE TO THE CITY CAN YOU TELL ME THREE OR FOUR THINGS
THAT HE HAS HIMSELF CHALLENGED AND TAKEN CARE OF THAT HE
HAS DONE THAT IMPROVES OR HELPS THE QUALITY OF OUR CITY?
MR. HAMMONDS STATED HE DID NOT KNOW HOW TO ANSWER HIM.
SO,  WAS WONDERING COULD YOU KIND OF GIVE ME SOME LIGHT
SO | CAN GO BACK TO HIM AND SAY MR. HARKINS WAS SUCCESSFUL
IN? COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED WELL | WAS THE CODES
OFFICER YOU KNOW FOR A WHILE, AS YOU KNOW AND THEN |
BECOME THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE AND FIRE. MR. HAMMONDS
STATED AND DURING CODES WHAT DID YOU OR WAS THERE
ANYTHING THAT STANDS OUT OTHER THAN JUST HAVING PEOPLE
MOW THEIR GRASS AND GET RID OF JUNK? COMMISSIONER HARKINS
STATED WE HAD SEVERAL HOUSES TORN DOWN DURING THAT TIME.
BUT NOT NEAR AS MANY AS MR. SNELL HAS. MR. HAMMONDS
STATED THAT'S EXACTLY RIGHT MR. SNELL HAS DONE AN
OUTSTANDING JOB. SO, YOU WERE CITY CODES OFFICER BUT WHAT
DID YOU DO? WAS HIS QUESTION THAT COULD STAND OUT THAT MR.
HARKINS WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS? COMMISSIONER HARKINS
STATED OF COURSE | ALWAYS TOOK MY JOB SERIOUS. MR.
HAMMONDS STATED THAT'S NOT THE QUESTION. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS STATED BUT THE THING OF IT IS, IS THAT | THEN BECOME
THE POLICE AND FIRE COMMISSIONER. | REALLY THINK A LOT OF
AND RESPECT THOSE GUYS. MR. HAMMONDS STATED | THINK A LOT
OF PEOPLE CAN SAY THE SAME THING. BUT THIS IS NOT SOMETHING
THAT YOU YOURSELF WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR. THAT'S KIND OF MY
QUESTION. WHEN | WAS ASKED, | COULD NOT RESPOND AND IN ALL
DUE RESPECT | DIDN'T WANT TO DISRESPECT YOU BY SAYING
SOMETHING THAT WASN'T CORRECT. SO, THANK YOU | APPRECIATE
IT, MAYBE WE CAN TALK ABOUT IT AGAIN SOME OTHER TIME.

NEXT WAS DENNIS UHLS WHO STATED GOOD EVENING, EVERYBODY,
I JUST HAVE SOME QUESTIONS FOR THE COMMISSIONERS. FIRST
COMMISSIONER HOWARD | KNOW THE AUDITS WERE BEHIND ARE
THEY CAUGHT UP NOW? COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED YES SIR.
MR. UHLS ASKED HOW DID THEY GET TWO AUDITS DONE IN A FEW
MONTHS THEY MUST BE WHIZ BANGS. FINANCE TREASURER CHRIS
VETETO ASKED IF HE COULD ANSWER THAT? MR. VETETO STATED |
WAS BROUGHT IN AND THIS ISSUE ACTUALLY STARTED TWO YEARS
AGO AND | WAS BROUGHT IN TO HELP FIX THIS ISSUE AND ITS TAKEN
THAT LONG. WHEN | GOT HERE THE GENERAL FUND WAS OUT OF
RECONCILING BY 8 2 MILLION DOLLARS ON CATE’'S WATCH | MIGHT
ADD. SO, | WAS BROUGHT IN AND SO WAS ANDREA BROUGHT IN TO
SHADOW AND TO LEARN THOSE POSITIONS AND TO HELP KIND OF
CORRECT THE ISSUES. THROUGH THIS TWO YEARS AND THIS
PROCESS THAT IS WHAT WE HAVE BEEN WORKING ON. MR. UHLS



ASKED WHAT IS YOUR NAME SIR? MR. VETETO RESPONDED CHRIS
VETETO. DENNIS UHLS NICE TO MEET YOU. MR. VETETO STATED SO
THAT IS WHAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS IS
TRYING TO GET EVERYTHING PUT BACK TOGETHER AND TO MOVE
FORWARD. WE HAVE WORKED DILIGENTLY, HOURS UPON HOURS.
MR. UHLS STATED SO EVERYTHING AND THE ACCOUNTING IS ALL
CAUGHT UP NOW? MR. VETETO SAID ABSOLUTELY, AND TO KIND OF
SPEAK TO SOME HEAR SAY STUFF THERE WAS NOT ANYTHING
QUESTIONABLE GOING ON, ANYTHING SHADY, IT WAS ALL ON THE UP
AND UP IT WAS JUST BEHIND. IT JUST HAD NOT BEEN DONE LIKE IT
WAS SUPPOSED TO BE DONE. MR. UHLS STATED | DID THE AUDIT
FOR 17 YEARS FOR THE CITY AND ONE THING | WOULD HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH AND THE CITY WOULD NOT GET A GOOD AUDIT IF |
WAS STILL DOING IT BECAUSE THE TREASURER AND THE CITY
CLERK WERE THE SAME PERSON. | WOULD NOT HAVE APPROVED
ANYTHING IN THOSE AUDITS. MR. VETETO STATED THAT WAS
BEFORE MY TIME SO | CAN'T SAY ANYTHING ABOUT THAT. | KNOW
THAT WHEN | WAS BROUGHT IN, | WAS GOING TO BE IN FINANCE
HELP WITH THE NEW PROGRAM AND HELP GET THE BOOKS
STRAIGHTENED OUT. THEN BEYOND THAT MOVE INTO THE
TREASURER ROLL AND THEN ANDREA WAS SHADOWING ANGIE TO
TAKE OVER HER POSITION BECAUSE SHE KNEW SHE WAS GOING TO
RETIRE AT SOME POINT. SO THAT WAS OUR POSITIONS TO
SEPARATE THAT ROLL. MR. UHLS ASKED WHATS YOUR ROLL NOW
SIR? MR. VETETO STATED IM THE DEPUTY TREASURER. MR. UHLS
ASKED WELL WHO IS THE TREASURER? MR. VETETO STATED THE
ANTICIPATED THING WAS ME AND SHE (ANDREA) WOULD BE NAMED
THE NEW CITY CLERK. MR. UHLS STATED WELL THAT'S THE MAYOR'S
APPOINTMENT, BUT THANKS FOR THE INFORMATION | APPRECIATE
IT.

MR. UHLS STATED HE HAS ONE OTHER QUESTION FOR THE
COMMISSIONERS | UNDERSTAND THAT FEDEX IS MOVING TO
MARION. HOW DID THAT HAPPEN? WHY IS FEDEX MOVING TO
MARION CAN ANY OF YOU COMMISSIONERS ANSWER THAT?
COMMISSIONER STANLEY REPLIED WE DID NOT HAVE THE
PROPERTY THAT THEY NEEDED TO BUILD THEIR NEW PLACE. MR.
UHLS STATED THAT THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL OWNS HUNDREDS OF
ACRES. MR. VETETO ASKED CAN | RESPOND TO THAT | HAVE SOME
INSIGHT INTO THAT AS WELL. WE ACTUALLY OFFERED TO GIVE THEM
THAT LAND TO BUILD ON IT AND THEN WHAT HAPPENED WAS THE
REAL ESTATE BROKER THAT WAS INVOLVED WENT DOWN TO
MARION AND BECAUSE THEY WERE PAYING FOR THAT LOT THE
REALTOR GOT A CUT SO THAT IS WHY THAT CHANGED. MR. UHLS
STATED HE TALKED TO G. DAVID GREEN AND THE COMMUNITY
COUNCIL HAS HUNDREDS OF ACRES THEY WOULD GIVE A BUSINESS



LIKE THAT. MR. VETETO STATED | UNDERSTAND BUT REAL ESTATE
BROKERS DON'T WORK FOR FREE SO IF HE HAS AN OPPORTUNITY
TO MAKE MONEY IN MARION, HE IS GOING TO TAKE IT. MR. UHLS
ASKED WELL WHY DO YOU NEED A REAL ESTATE BROKER? MR.
VETETO STATED THAT IS FED EX WE DON'T HIRE A REAL ESTATE
BROKER THEY HAVE SOMEONE THAT GOES OUT AND LOOKS FOR
PROPERTY. | THINK A LOT OF STUFF HAS BEEN HAPPENING AND SAID
AND ITS MISINTERPRETED BASED ON THINGS LESS THAN FACTS.
JUST LIKE THAT QUESTION | HAD ENOUGH INFORMATION THAT |
KNEW A LITTLE BIT ABOUT IT. | GUESS WITH ALL DUE RESPECT
MAYOR IT SEEMS THAT MAYBE A NEW LEADER WOULD COME IN AND
KINDA GET TO KNOW EVERYONE AND FIND OUT THE FACTS PRIOR
TO MAKING SOME OF THE APPOINTMENTS. THERE ARE A LOT OF
PEOPLE HERE WHO WORK REALLY HARD AND DO THE RIGHT THING
AND WANT TO CONTINUE TO DO THE RIGHT THING MOVING
FORWARD. MR. UHLS STATED CATE DINN HAS OVER TWENTY (20)
YEARS EXPIERENCE AS COMPTROLLER. MR. VETETO STATED YOU
REALIZE THAT | TOOK OVER CATES POSITION? THEN MR. UHLS
STATED IM NOT DONE SPEAKING. HE STATED JANET MELVIN HAS
OVER FORTY (40) YEARS WITH THE CITY. DAVE GARAVALIA HAS
OVER THIRTY (30) YEARS EXPERIENCE AS A LAWYER. THEY AREN'T
GOOD ENOUGH FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT? MR. VETETO
STATED YOUR TELLING ME TO MAKE A JUDGEMENT CALL WHEN |
DON'T KNOW THESE PEOPLE. SO THAT’S IRRESPONSIBLE. MR. UHLS
STATED WELL YOU WILL GET TO KNOW THEM. MR. VETETO STATED
YOU HAVE TO REALIZE ALL THAT HAPPENED ON CATE’S WATCH. DO
YOU UNDERSTAND THAT HE ASKED? MR. UHLS STATED WHAT? MR.
VETETO STATED NON-RECONCILED ACCOUNTS AND SHE WAS HERE
FOR SOME TIME AFTER. MR. UHLS ASKED MS. DINN WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SPEAK ABOUT THAT? MS. DINN STATED BEFORE | LEFT, |
RECONCILED EVERYTHING IN QUICKBOOKS THE ACTUAL BANK
STATEMENTS NANCY DID, BUT | RECONCILED QUICKBOOKS. THE
MAYOR STATED ALRIGHT SO LET'S MOVE ON. IF ANYONE WANTS TO
SPEAK, THEY NEED TO COME FORWARD ANYWAY. LET ME ADDRESS
SOMETHING THAT YOU SAID BECAUSE | THINK THIS IS PART OF THE
ISSUE IS THAT IN THE PAST IT HAS BEEN WHERE THERE MAYBE
RUMORS ABOUT STUFF GOING ON BECAUSE PEOPLE HAVEN'T BEEN
TOLD WHAT IS GOING ON. AND SO, THEY DON'T KNOW. MR. VETETO
STATED WE HAVE HAD A CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP BUT EVERYBODY
OTHER THAN THAT IS WORKING THEIR TAILS OFF. SO THAT IS
SOMETHING | DON'T UNDERSTAND THE CHANGE WITHOUT A
DISCUSSION. THE MAYOR STATED AND AS FAR AS THINGS GO, WE
CAN HAVE A DISCUSSION. MR. VETETO STATED AND | APPRECIATE
THAT. AND AGAIN, THERE ARE SOME THINGS THAT ARE BEING SAID
ESPECIALLY IN THE MOST RECENT CONVERSATION THAT JUST
AREN'T TRUE. THE MAYOR STATED WE NEED TO, MOVING FORWARD.



MY GOAL IS TO MAKE SURE THOSE THINGS ARE COMMUNICATED
CLEARLY TO THE PEOPLE OF WEST FRANKFORT SO THE PEOPLE OF
WEST FRANKFORT HAVE INFORMATION AND THEN IF THEY SPEAK
IGNORANTLY ABOUT IT AND DON'T KNOW ITS NOT OUR
RESPONSIBILITY ANYMORE BECAUSE WE HAVE MADE THE EFFORT
TO COMMUNICATE THAT. THAT'S GOING TO BE ON ME. PUBLIC
RELATIONS THAT'S ON ME TO COMMUNICATE THAT. IM PLEDGING TO
THE PEOPLE OF WEST FRANKFORT THAT'S WHAT IM GOING TO BE
DOING FROM NOW ON IS IF THERE ARE ANY RUMORS OR QUESTIONS
ABOUT ANYTHING BRING THEM TO ME AND | WILL FIND OUT AND |
WILL GET YOU THE INFORMATION. DON'T JUST SPREAD SOMETHING
IF YOU DON'T KNOW BECAUSE THAT CAN CAUSE MORE HARM THAN
GOOD.

THE MAYOR STATED THAT MAY BE A ROUGH ONE TO END ON BUT,
MR. HAMMONDS STATED | HAVE ONE QUESTION REAL QUICK. HE
SAID NO IM NOT GOING TO PICK ON YOU JERRY. MR. HARKINS
STATED THANKS. HONORABLE MAYOR AND DEPUTY TREASURER MY
QUESTION IS IT CONCERNS THE FINANCIAL REPORT. HOW OFTEN
CAN WE AS THE PUBLIC SEE A FINANCIAL REPORT? AS IT'S BEEN
DONE IN THE PAST MAYBE ONCE A YEAR AT THE MOST. IS IT
POSSIBLE TO GET A FINANCIAL REPORT DURING THE MONTHLY
MEETING? MR. VETETO STATED WHEN | CAME IN, | STARTED THE
PROCESS OF HAVING REGULAR MONTHLY REPORTING, BUDGETS,
COMPARISONS, WE GO OVER THEM EVEN THOUGH WE ARE NOT
REQUIRED TO DO THEM WE DO QUARTERLY, SEMI- ANNUALLY WE
MEET WITH DEPARTMENT HEADS AND GO THROUGH THEIR
BUDGETS. SO THOSE ARE AVAILABLE BY THE 15™ ONCE | CLOSE
OUT THE BOOKS BY THE 15™ OF THE NEXT MONTH, THEY ARE
AVAILABLE. TYPICALLY, THAT WOULD INCLUDE THE FIRST MEETING
SO THEY ARE USUALLY AVAILABLE BY THAT DATE. MR. HAMMONDS
ASKED WHERE DO WE GET THOSE THROUGH YOU? MR. VETETO
STATED HE GIVES COPIES TO THE COMMISSIONERS AND THE
DEPARTMENT HEADS AS WELL. BUT IF YOU WANT INFORMATION AS
FAR AS THAT IS CONCERNED, ITS PUBLIC INFORMATION YOU WOULD
BE ABLE TO GET THAT. MR. HAMMONDS STATED A LOT OF PEOPLE
JUST READ THIS THE AGENDA IT WOULD BE VERY BENEFICIAL TO A
LOT OF PEOPLE IM SURE IF THE FINANCIAL REPORT WAS AVAILABLE.
IF THAT'S SOMETHING THAT'S AVAILABLE | WOULD APPRECIATE
THAT. MR. VETETO STATED IF THAT'S SOMETHING THAT NEEDS TO
BECOME PROTOCOL LET ME KNOW BECAUSE WE DO THAT NOW. MR.
HAMMONDS STATED YES THAT WOULD BE GREAT, THANK YOU. THE
MAYOR ASKED FINANCE COMMISSIONER HOWARD WOULD THERE BE
ANY ISSUE WITH US DOING THIS AND MAKING IT AVAILABLE?
COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED NO THERE IS NO ISSUE WITH
MAKING THESE AVAILABLE.



THE LAST PERSON TO SPEAK WAS WILLIAM ADAMS OF WEST
FRANKFORT. THIS IS TO THE COMMISSIONERS | KNOW ITS HARD
BECAUSE YOUR DEALING WITH A NEW MAYOR COMPARED TO THE
LAST TWELVE YEARS HAD BEEN THE SAME THING AGAIN AND AGAIN.
REGARDING THE APPOINTMENT OF PEOPLE, HE HAS LOOKED INTO
HIS HEART AND IT IS HIS APPOINTMENT IN REGARDS TO THAT AND
JUST BECAUSE IT WASN'T YOUR RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT
NECESSARILY MEAN YOU HAVE TO SHUT HIM DOWN AND ALLOW
THESE PEOPLE TO COME TO DO THE JOB THAT HE BELIEVES THEY
ARE QUALIFIED FOR. THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF WEST
FRANKFORT ELECTED HIM TO THAT POSITION TO BE ABLE TO DO
THIS. SO, I JUST ASK THAT YOU GUYS LOOK INTO YOUR HEARTS AND
DO WHAT YOU NEED TO DO TO WORK TOGETHER AS A
COMMISSIONER, MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL TO MAKE THINGS GO
SMOOTHLY FOR THIS CITY. COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED WE
WANT TO WORK WITH HIM TOO, BUT WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT IS
GOING ON BEFORE WE GET UP HERE. NOT JUST NOMINATE
SOMEONE AND NOT KNOW WHO THEY ARE. MR. ADAMS STATED BY
ORDINANCE HE HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO DO THAT. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY STATED WE WILL WORK ON IT.

10.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:05 P.M.

V.

T N L Polin

MAYOR TIM ARVIEW ANDREA BOLEN, DEPUTY CITY CLERK




