WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2022

- MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE. ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND DEPUTY CITY
CLERK.

- MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
JANUARY 11TH, 2022 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

- THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN
THE AMOUNT OF $244,687.42. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING
THE ADVERTISING OF BIDS FOR THE DEMOLITION OF CERTAIN
PROPERTIES. THE MAYOR STATED THE CITY HAS OBTAINED A COURT
ORDER TO DEMOLISH THE PROPERTY AT 602 E. ST. LOUIS STREET. AND
ANOTHER ONE WE ARE IN THE PROCES OF GETTING AN ORDER FOR IS
AT 702 E. ST. LOUIS STREET. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, REGARDING
A LETTER FROM JOSH MADDOX AT THE HIGH SCHOOL. HE IS THE
SPONSOR FOR THE BETA CLUB AND ALSO THE YOUTH AND
GOVERNMENT CLUB. THE BETA CLUB IS GOING TO SPRINGFIELD,
ILLINOIS ON MARCH 3R° AND 4™ AND THE YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT IS
GOING TO SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS ON MARCH 18™. THEY HAVE RAISED
MONEY THROUGH OUT THE YEAR TO HELP PAY FOR THE COST OF THE
OVERNIGHT STAY, GAS, FOOD ETC. IF YOU REMEMBER WE PUT ASIDE
MONEY FROM THE GAMBLING FUND AND WE GIVE IT BACK TO THE



YOUTH. THE MAYOR STATED HE HAS TALKED TO THE DEPUTY
TREASURE CHRIS VETETO ABOUT THE AVAILABLE FUNDS AND THERE IS
PLENTY. THEY ARE ASKING FOR A $1,500.00 DONATION: TO EACH THE
BETA CLUB AND YOUTH GOVERNMENT CLASS AT THE HIGH SCHOOL.
BASICALLY; THIS WILL PAY FOR THE BUS, GAS AND THE RIDE UP THERE
AND BACK. THE MAYOR STATED IF YOU WANT TO GIVE MORE: WE CAN
BUT ID LIKE TO LEAVE THAT UP TO THE COUNCIL.COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON ASKED HOW MUCH IS IN THAT FUND? DO WE HAVE ENOUGH
TO COVER A LITTLE MORE THAN THE $1,500? THE MAYOR STATED YES.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED CAN WE AFFORD TO GIVE THEM $2,000
FOR EACH GROUP? THE MAYOR STATED YES, WE CAN. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN
VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. THIS IS A WAY THAT WE CAN
GIVE BACK TO OUR YOUTH AND LET THEM KNOW THE CITY SUPPORTS
THEM. THERE WILL BE SOME PEOPLE THAT SAY THIS IS A SCHOOL
FUNCTION WHY CAN'T THE SCHOOL PAY FOR THIS? THE WAY WE SEE IT
THERE ARE 49 KIDS THAT ARE GOING UP THERE AND DOING
SOMETHING VERY POSITIVE. THEY'VE PUT FORTH THE EFFORT TO
RAISE THE MONEY, SO WE ARE GOING TO HELP THEM.

6. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~

STEPHAN PADGET OF 213 S. PARKHILL WOULD LIKE TO BUILD A POLE
BARN ON HIS PROPERTY AT 210 S. GARDNER. ANDY WILLIAMS
CONSTRUCTION IS IN CHARGE OF THE 24X42 BUILDING AT A COST OF
$10,000. THE FEE OF $151.20 WILL BE CHARGED TO MR. PADGET FOR
THE PERMIT. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION FOR
APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

7. MAYOR'S REPORT ~

THE MAYOR STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO COMMENT HOW
HONORABLE MR. MUIR IS. MOST POLITICIANS EVEN THOUGH | KNOW
YOUR NOT A POLITICIAN YOU'RE A PUBLIC SERVANT. MOST OF THE
TIME WHEN THEY ASK YOU FOR SOMETHING AND THEY GET IT, THEN
THEY ARE DONE WITH YOU. FOR YOU TO COME BACK TO A MEETING
AND SAY “THANK YOU, AND TO INVITE US TO COME SHARE PART OF
THE GLORY WITH EVERYONE AS IT IS DEDICATED MEANS A LOT.”
THE MAYOR STATED GOD BLESS YOU MR. MUIR FOR ALL YOUR



EFFORT, AND | APPRECIATE THE FRANKLIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT
BOARD WHO GOT THIS PROJECT TOGETHER.

AND WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE CODES OFFICER FOR ALL HIS
WORK ON 602 AND 702 EAST ST LOUIS STREET. THEY ARE HORRIBLE,
WEVE BEEN WORKING WITH THE OWNERS FOR AT LEAST TWO OR
THREE YEARS AND GETTING AN ORDER FOR DEMOLITION HAS BEEN
A TASK, BUT IT IS GOING TO LOOK SO MUCH BETTER. WE HAVE THE
COURT ORDER FOR DEMO FOR ONE AND WAITING ON THE OTHER.

THE MAYOR STATED THE CONSTRUCTION ON THE WEST SIDE OF
TOWN ON HIGHWAY 149, YOU'RE GOING TO SEE A LOT MORE OF
THAT. FOR THE NEXT 18 MONTHS FROM RT 37 TO PAST GREG
WEEKS DEALERSHIP IS GOING TO BE TORN UP, THEY ARE GOING TO
BE PUTTING IN A ROUNDABOUT. FOR EXAMPLE, IF SOMEONE IS
GOING TO ZEIGLER YOU CAN GO RIGHT INTO VANITY FAIR, THEN YOU
CAN KEEP GOING ON BOB BURTON WAY AND IT WILL BRING YOU
BACK TO HWY 149 AND THEN GO RIGHT OUT AND ON TO ZEIGLER.
NOW IF YOU COMING FROM ZEIGLER YOU WILL GO INTO KROGER
PARKING LOT AND THEN TURN RIGHT AND COME OUT BACK ONTO
HWY 149. BUT THERE WILL NOT BE ANY THRU TRAFFIC ONLY RIGHT
IN AND RIGHT OUT. THE PROMISE FROM IDOT IS THAT HIGHWAY 149
WILL NEVER BE CLOSED TO TRAFFIC.

8. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THAT EVERYTHING SEEMS TO BE
OK. HE STATED THAT HE READ CHIEF PRUDENTS LETTER ON THE
CAPTAINS AND HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THAT MOVE FORWARD.
CHIEF PRUDENT STATED WE ARE DEFINITELY DUE; WE HAVE NOT
HAD A CAPTAIN SINCE HE WAS PROMOTED THREE YEARS AGO. WITH
THINGS CHANGING AND OUR DEPARTMENT IS GETTING YOUNGER:
WE NEED THAT SUPERVISION. COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE
FIRE DEPARTMENT IS DOING WELL, THEY ARE ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS RIGHT NOW FOR TESTING AT THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
THROUGH FRIDAY, JANUARY 28™, 2022,

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED THAT ALL IS QUIET ON HER
DEPARTMENT.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THAT THE STREET DEPARTMENT
GUYS CLOSED UP THE MORTHLAND COLLEGE BUILDING TODAY.
THEY GOT ALL THE WINDOWS BOARDED UP. THEY ALSO BOARDED



UP A FEW WINDOWS ON THE METHODIST CHURCH THAT HAVE BEEN
KNOCKED OUT.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED SHE DOES NOT HAVE ANYTHING
EVERYONE IS WORKING. AND SHE HASN'T HEARD ANYTHING BAD.
SO, IM ASUMING ITS ALL WELL.

9. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

JIM MUIR STATED HE WAS HERE AT A COUNCIL MEETING ABOUT THREE
YEARS AGO TO ASK FOR SUPPORT TO PASS A TAX REFERENDUM IN
FRANKLIN COUNTY TO BUILD A NEW COURT HOUSE. NOW THAT TWO
YEARS HAVE GONE BY AND ITS ALMOST FINISHED; UNDER BUDGET AND
BEFORE THE DEADLINE; | WOULD LIKE TO INVITE EVERYONE ON THE
COUNCIL TO THE NEW COURTHOUSE FOR A RIBBON CUTTING AND
DEDICATION CEREMONY ON FRIDAY, APRIL 22N°, 2022 AT 11AM. WE ARE
PROJECTING THAT THE COURTHOUSE WILL BE PAID FOR IN FIVE (5)
YEARS WHICH WOULD BE 2027 AND THE SALES TAX WILL FALL OFF LIKE
IT WAS PROMISED TO DROP OFF. | GUARANTEE YOU | WILL BE THERE
TO MAKE SURE IT DROPS OFF. NO TAXPAYER MONEY IS BEING USED
FOR THE DEDICATION PROGRAM THAT WILL BE GIVEN OUT. WE SOLD
ADVERTISING ON THE HISTORY OF THE COURT HOUSE PROGRAM THAT
WILL BE HANDED OUT, IT STARTED OUT AT 48 PAGES AND WE SOLD
WAY MORE THAN EXPECTED AND IT WILL NOW BE A 72 PAGE BOOKLET.
WE CALLED ON THE ALL THE VENDORS TO GET THIS ACCOMPLISHED.
WE ARE GOING TO GIVE OUT 3,000 OF THE BOOKS AND
COMMEMORATIVE COINS TO ANYONE WHO TAKES A TOUR OF THE NEW
BUILDING ON APRIL 22, 2022. MR. MUIR STATED HE DID NOT HAVE TO DO
THIS TONIGHT BUT HE SAID THAT IF HE CAME IN HERE TO ASK FOR
YOUR SUPPORT FOR A TAX INCREASE THEN | SHOULD BE A BIG
ENOUGH MAN TO WALK BACK IN HERE AND SAY “THANK YOU” AND
“THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND ALSO FOR ALL THE HELP YOU'VE
GIVEN ME AND MY JOB AND EXTEND AN INVITATION FOR ALL OF YOU TO
COME TAKE THE TOUR TO SEE THE FACILITY. *



10.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:41 P.M.

MAYOR TOM JORDAN ANGELA BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK




