WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2024

1. MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE INCLUDING, THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK

2. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA FOR THE CITY
COUNCIL MEETING ON OCTOBER 22NP, 2024. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED
WE DO HAVE TWO ITEMS THAT HAVE TO BE ADDED TO THE CONSENT
AGENDA INVOICES. ONE IS FOR AN EMERGENCY SINK HOLE IN FRONT
OF MCDONALDS FROM ODUM CONCRETE PRODUCTS IN THE AMOUNT
OF $1,545.00. THE SECOND ITEM IS FOR A SURVEY FOR LAKE LOT
116B FOR KEN LANGDON TO RECORD THE SURVEY. | WOULD WANT
TO AMEND THE AGENDA TO ADD THESE TWO ITEMS TO THE CONSENT
AGENDA. | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO AMEND AND APPROVE THE
AGENDA. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

3. MAYOR ARVIEW ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
OCTOBER 8™, 2024 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FOR THE
VOORHEES/GOFORTH FAMILY TO SPONSOR THE FANTASY OF
LIGHTS PARADE TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26™, 2024 AT
6:30 P.M. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR
DEMOLITION OF CERTAIN PROPERTIES. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED WE
HAVE TWO PROPERTIES INVOLVED, 1202 W. OAK STREET AND 406 N.
BRYAN STREET. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO



APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING THE PROCEDURE FOR THE SALE OF SURPLUS
PROPERTIES. THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED THERE ARE TWO
OPTIONS. THIS IS ALL IN THE ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL CODE, ONE OPTION
IS TO ADVERTISE IN A LOCAL NEWSPAPER, PUBLISHING A NOTICE
THAT SAYS AT THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON X- DATE, THAT DATE
HAS TO BE AT LEAST THIRTY DAYS LATER, WILL OPEN SEALED BIDS
AND WE WILL AWARD IT TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER. THEN WE WOULD
VOTE BY ORDINANCE AND IT TAKES A THREE-FOURTHS VOTE TO
APPROVE IT. WHAT YOU NEED TO KEEP IN MIND IS THE COST OF THE
PUBLICATION WHICH CONTINUES TO INCREASE. THE OTHER
METHOD IS THE METHOD YOU'VE USED MOST COMMONLY, WHICH IS
TO PASS A RESOLUTION DECLARING SURPLUS PROPERTIES AS
SURPLUS PROPERTIES. THAT IS VERY MINIMAL COST TO YOU. AFTER
YOU DO THAT, YOU CAN GET AN APPRAISAL BEFORE IF YOU WANT
TOO, IN SOME ORDER YOU HAVE TO GET AN APPRAISAL BY A
LICENSED APPRAISER. THEN YOU ARE ALLOWED TO SELL THE
SURPLUS PROPERTIES FOR AT LEAST EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE
APPRAISED VALUE. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THIS INTERNALLY
RECENTLY, | TOOK THE LIBERTY OF CONTACTING AN APPRAISER, |
KNOW THERE ARE OTHER APPRAISERS IN WEST FRANKFORT SO
YOU GUYS CAN CALL AROUND AND COMPARE. THAD OR ANDREA
TOLD ME THAT YOU HAVE ABOUT TEN VACANT LOTS TO SELL. THIS
APPRAISER IS ROBERTA TABOR, SHE IS LOCATED IN BENTON. |
ASKED HER IF SHE APPRAISED TEN AT THE SAME TIME, WOULD YOU
GIVE A DISCOUNT? SHE SAID YES, SHE NORMALLY CHARGES $400.00
PER LOT BUT SHE WOULD DO $2,000 FOR ALL TEN. THAT IS $200.00 A
LOT. SHE ALSO SAID, IF SHE HAS AN ON-GOING RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE CITY, AND AS YOU'RE MOVING FORWARD AND YOU GIVE HER
MORE OF THE APPRAISALS, SHE WOULD CHARGE $250.00 PER LOT.
IN MY OPINION, THAT IS LESS THAN THE PUBLICATION FEE. FOR ONE
PUBLICATION $160.00. | DON'T KNOW IF | SAID IT, WHEN YOU PUBLISH
A NOTICE, IT HAS TO BE THREE TIMES FOR THREE WEEKS IN A ROW.
THAT IS WHAT THE STATE REQUIRES. THIS BID WOULD COME OUT TO
$480.00. YOU CAN CHOOSE YOUR PREFERENCE TONIGHT IF YOU
WANT TO BUT ALSO, | THINK YOU CAN APPROACH THIS CASE-BY-
CASE BASIS. IN MY OPINION, THE MORE YOU GET RID OF THE



BETTER. IT IS GOOD TO GET VACANT LOTS OUT OF THE CITY'S
HANDS UNLESS YOU HAVE A NEED FOR THEM. CODES OFFICER
SNELL STATED IF THE LOT DOES NOT SELL ON THE SALE DATE, THEN
WE HAVE TO PUBLISH AGAIN FOR THREE WEEKS? THE CITY
ATTORNEY STATED YES. IT DOES SEEM A LITTLE CHEAPER TO GO
THE ROUTE OF THE APPRAISAL. THE LAW DOESN'T HAVE A TIME
LIMIT AS TO HOW LONG IT'S GOOD FOR, | WOULD ASSUME IF YOU
SELL IT WITHIN A YEAR OR SO, GIVE YOURSELF TIME TO FIND
BUYERS. COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED A LOT OF THESE
PROPERTIES HAVE BEEN FOR SALE FOR SOME PERIOD OF TIME
OVER THE YEARS, THE MINIMUM BID IS A THOUSAND DOLLARS AND
WE HAVE NEVER RECEIVED A BID ON THEM. MY CONCERN IS IF WE
GET AN APPRAISAL AND WE HAVE TO SELL THEM AT EIGHTY
PERCENT. IF THEY APPRAISED FOR $2,000.00, HOW ARE WE GOING
TO SELL IT FOR $1,800 IF THEY WON'T SELL FOR $1,000.00. THE CITY
ATTORNEY STATED THAT IS A GREAT POINT. EACH APPRAISER 1S
DIFFERENT, | HAVE SEEN A LOT OF THESE VACANT LOTS APPRAISED
FOR ABOUT $500.00. YOU ARE RIGHT, PEOPLE MAY NOT BE WILLING
TO PAY $400.00 IN THAT HYPOTHETICAL. KEITH 1S POINTING OUT THE
BENEFIT OF THE OTHER METHOD. THAT WOULD BE A GOOD REASON
TO MAYBE DO THESE CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. NO ACTION TAKEN.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS THE CONSENT AGENDA:

a. APPROVAL TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $213,291.71

b. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM FW ELECTRIC, INC IN
THE AMOUNT OF $2,488.35 FOR REPAIRS TO STREET LIGHTS
ON 37 FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT.

c. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM ODUM CONCRETE
PRODUCTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,545.00.

d. APPROVAL TO HAVE LAKE LOT 116B SURVEY RECORDED.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. MAYORS REPORT~

MAYOR ARVIEW STATED WE HAD A MEETING FOR THE BIKE MASTER
PLAN. IT IS SOMETHING WE CAN GET A GRANT FOR. THEY HAVE A

GRANT TO DO THE PLAN. IF THE PLAN IS APPROVED THEN THERE IS
POSSIBLE MONEY TO GET THE BIKE ROUTES. HOWEVER WE DECIDE
TO DO IT. IT IS A CONVERSATION, NOTHING DEFINITE AT THIS POINT.



IT IS GREATER EGYPT REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
THAT IS AT THE FOREFRONT OF THIS. THERE IS A WEBSITE
WWW.WESTFRANKFORTBIKEPLAN.COM FOR RESIDENTS TO TAKE A
SURVEY TO GAUGE OUR INTEREST IN THAT AND WHAT WE WOULD
LIKE TO SEE. THEY ASKED FOR PEOPLE TO FILL THE SURVEY OUT TO
KEEP THE CONVERSATION GOING. DECEMBER 10™, 2024 THEY WILL
BE HERE FROM 5 P.M. TO 6 P.M. TO DO A PUBLIC HEARING ON IT AND
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS THE PUBLIC MAY HAVE ABOUT IT. STILL IN
THE EARLY STAGES AND WE WILL PUT IT ON THE WEBSITE AND THE
APP FOR YOU TO DO THE SURVEY.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS~

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED WE GOT THE ARROW LADDER
BACK AND IS BACK IN ACTION. THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IS
WORKING ON THE NEW SQUAD CARS. EVERYTHING IS OKAY AS FAR
AS | KNOW.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED WE HAVE A NEW TREASURES
REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER. WE ARE MAKING PROGRESS IN SOME
AREAS WE'VE BEEN WORKING ON FOR A WHILE, INCLUDING THE
AUDIT. HAPPY ABOUT THAT.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED HOW IS THE PROJECT AT THE
SEWER PLANT? MICHAEL SERENA STATED IT IS GOING WELL.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED JIM DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING
GOING ON? JIM WHITE STATED WE ARE WORKING ON THE METER
NETWORK AND GETTING IT UP, WE'RE OVER 99%. WE'RE DOING
MUCH BETTER ON THAT. HAD A FEW REPAIRS ALONG THE WAY.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED MICHAEL? MICHAEL BONNER
STATED JUST FINISHING UP SIDEWALKS AND GETTING READY TO
START CHRISTMAS.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED WE HAVE SOMETHINGS IN THE
PROCESS FOR THE LAKES AND THE BUILDINGS. NOTHING HAS BEEN
DONE YET, WE ARE GOING TO FIX SOME LEAKS IN SOME OF THE
ROOFS. WE ARE GETTING READY TO FORM THE LAKE COMMITTEE.

. AUDIENCE COMMENTS:

TINA ROSE WAS IN THE AUDIENCE AND STATED | WILL ADDRESS
MY CONVERSATION TO MR. CANTRELL. MR. CANTRELL YOU GAVE ME
A LETTER TELLING ME TO REAPPLY FOR MY PERMIT FOR MY FENCE



AND THAT YOU DID NOT WANT ME COMMUNICATING WITH THESE
LOVELY FOLKS, | GET IT. | SENT YOU A MESSAGE THAT | HAD
ALREADY PUT THAT IN TO THAD AND THE MAYOR AND IF YOU COULD
LET THEM KNOW TO PRESENT IT THIS EVENING, THEN | WOULDN'T
HAVE TO COMMUNICATE WITH THEM AT ALL. BUT THAD DIDN'T DO IT.
THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED I CAN'T SPEAK FOR THAD BUT | WILL
SAY | THINK YOU SENT YOUR EMAIL ON SATURDAY AND | DIDN'T
READ IT UNTIL TODAY, YOU CAN BLAME ME FOR THAT IF YOU WANT
BUT THE AGENDA IS SET ON FRIDAY. I'M SURE IF YOUR APPLICATION
IS IN, ITLL BE ADDRESSED. TINA ROSE STATED SO ANOTHER TWO
WEEKS FOR A MEETING BUT THE GROUND IS GETTING COLDER. IS IT
POSSIBLE TO BE APPROVED WITHOUT A MEETING CONSENT? |
WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF THE CITY WOULD LOOK INTO EMAILING
AND SAYING | COULD FINISH MY FENCE. THEN WE CAN WORK OUT
THAT FEE. WHATEVER | OWE YOU. THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED YOU
AND THAD CAN COMMUNICATE ABOUT THE FENCE DIRECTLY. MY
BIGGER CONCERN IS THE LAWSUIT. TINA ROSE STATED |
UNDERSTAND. | HAVE TO ADDRESS BECAUSE AT SOME POINT | FEEL
LIKE THIS IS RETALIATION. CODES OFFICER STATED | DO NOT HAVE
AN APPLICATION FOR YOU FOR A FENCE PERMIT. TINA ROSE STATED
| SENT THAT TO YOU MR. MAYOR. BECAUSE OF THE
COMMUNICATION PROBLEMS WE ARE HAVING. CODES OFFICER
STATED WE DO NOT HAVE IT, IF WE DID IT WOULD BE HERE. MAYOR
ARVIEW STATED AS FAR AS | AM AWARE, IF IT IS NOT ON THE
AGENDA WE CANNOT DISCUSS OR VOTE ON IT. THE CITY ATTORNEY
STATED CORRECT.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
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PURSUANT TO 5 ILCS 120/2(C) (1), 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (5/6), AND 5 ILCS
120/2 (C) (11). THE MAYOR STATED REGARDING PERSONNEL, BUYING
AND SELLING PROPERTY, AND LITIGATION. WE WILL NOT MAKE ANY
ACTION DURING OR AFTER EXECUTIVE SESSION. AT 6:27 P.M.

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A MOTION TO RETURN TO OPEN

SESSION AT 7:51 P.M. WHERE NO ACTION WAS TAKEN.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS



AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

MAYOR ARVIEW STATED | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO SET THE CITY
CLERK’'S PAY AS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE. COMMISSIONER
HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING APPROVAL TO PURCHASE PROPERTY ON CLEVELAND
STREET WITH RAVEN SECURITY. MAYOR ARVIEW STATED WE
ALREADY DISCUSSED SOME OF THIS STUFF IN EXECUTIVE
REGARDING THIS. | NEED A MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT.
THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED | WOULD SUGGEST A MOTION TO
APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH CONTINGENCIES. COMMISSIONER
HOWARD STATED | MAKE A MOTION WE APPROVE THE CONTRACT
SUBJECT TO A CLEAN TITLE SEARCH. COMMISSIONER HOWARD
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:56 P.M.
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