WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2024

. MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 10:00 A.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE INCLUDING, THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

. MAYOR ARVIEW ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA. THE
MAYOR STATED WE DID HAVE A LAST MINUTE CHANGE WE NEED TO
APPROVE THIS NEW AGENDA FOR THE MEETING. WE DO NOT HAVE
TO VOTE TO AMEND IT, BECAUSE WE DID IT WITHIN THE TIME FRAME.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
DECEMBER 10, 2024 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE

DECEMBER 17, 2024 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE AMENDMENT TO A LEASE
WITH NORTHLAND HEARING CENTERS INC. AT THE WEST
FRANKFORT MALL. THE MAYOR ASKED THE CITY ATTORNEY DOES
EVERYTHING LOOK GOOD ON THIS NOW? THE CITY ATTORNEY
STATED YES IT DOES. THE MAYOR STATED FOR THE PUBLICS
INFORMATION, THE LEASE IS FOR THREE YEARS (2025-2027) THE
ANNUAL BASE RATE IS $8,280.00 MONTHY BASE RATE IS $690.00.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION



CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, TO
FINALIZE THE SALE OF 228 EAST MAIN STREET WHICH HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN DEEMED AS SURPLUS PROPERTY. THE MAYOR
STATED WE HAVE DONE A CLOSING AND EVERYTHING. WE HAVE THE
BUYER PUTTING IN THE DOUBLE BOGEY RESTURANT. WE NEED TO
APPROVE FINALIZING THE SALE TO THEM. COMMISSIONER WARREN
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FOR COVERAGE

ARTHUR J. GALLAGHER OR CIRMA (COUNTIES OF ILLINOIS RISK
MANAGEMENT AGENCY) REGARDING ANNUAL COVERAGE FROM
JANUARY 1, 2025 TO JANUARY 1, 2026 IN THE AMOUNT OF $417,206.00.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED THIS SHOULD BE PAID FROM THE
INSURANCE FUND. WE GET REAL ESTATE TAX DOLLARS FOR THAT.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE. SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESIDENTIAL TIF BOUNDARY

MAP. THE MAYOR STATED | HAD JUST THE ONE, AND THEN MORAN
SENT US A SECOND POSSIBLE BOUNDRY. ORIGINALLY, WE HAD THAT
ENTIRE PROPERTY SQUARED OFF. THEY SUGGESTED REMOVING
SOME OF THE HIGHER EAV PROPERTIES FROM THAT WHICH WOULD
THEN NOT AFFECT THE SCHOOLS AND THINGS LIKE THAT AS MUCH
BECAUSE WE ARE NOT TAKING OUT OFF THEIR PROPERTY TAX. IT IS
UP TO US WHAT BOUNDARY WE WANT TO PUT ON THEIR. THEY ARE
OPEN TO WHATEVER WE DECIDE TO DO. | AGREE IT IS PROBABLY A
GOOD IDEA. OUR CODES OFFICER HAD MENTIONED THERE IS KIND
OF A DEVELOPMENT THERE ON THE SOUTHWEST PART: SUSANN DR.
AND PATRICIA DR, WE MAY WANT TO INCLUDE THAT AREA. THERE IS
AN APARTMENT COMPLEX THERE. ON THE EAV MAP IT IS NOT THE
HIGHEST PROPERTY VALUE. MY RECOMMENDATION WOULD BE TO
GO WITH THE CUT OFF MAP NOT THE SQUARED OFF. BUT TO
INCLUDE THE SECTION WITH PATRICIA DR. AND SUSANN DR.



COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED | RECOMMEND TO GO WITH WHAT
MORAN SENT US, WITH OUT PATRICIA DRIVE SUSANN DRIVE. |
WOULD HATE TO TAKE THAT AWAY FROM THE SCHOOL DISTRICT.
THE MAYOR STATED FOR DISCLOSURE PURPOSES MY HOUSE IS IN
THIS SECTION, MY HOUSE WILL BE EXCLUDED. | AM FINE WITH WHAT
COMMISSIONER HOWARD RECOMMENDS THE ONE THAT MORAN
SENT US, THAT THEY LABELED OPT 2. COMMISSIONER HOWARD
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE BOUNDRAY MAP OPT 2, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING THE PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT 107 WEST
CLEVELAND FOR A BULK WATER STATION FOR THE WEST
FRANKFORT WATER DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED THIS
PROPERTY HAS SOME EMPTY LAND, AND THE CITY HAS BEEN
APPROACHED AND ASKED IF WE WOULD PURCHASE THAT. WE
DECIDED THAT WOULD BE A GOOD LOCATION FOR A BULK WATER
STATION. FINAL OFFER IS $27,025.00. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING THE HIRING OF TWO FIREFIGHTERS FOR THE WEST
FRANKFORT FIRE DEPARTMENT. CHIEF SAILLEZ STATED LIKE WE
HAVE TALKED ABOUT, WE HAVE ONE IMMEDIATE OPENING, AND ONE
TEMPORARY OPENING, POSSIBLE RETIREMENT, AND MILLITARY
DEPLOYMENT. ALL OF THESE ARE FACTORS TO HIRE BOTH AT THE
SAME TIME. THE VACANCY HAS BEEN HERE SINCE SEPTEMBER. WE
HAVE WENT THROUGH THE TESTING PROCESS WITH THE MERIT
BOARD. JOHN ECK, AND A CONDITIONAL APPOINTMENT FOR DAKOTA
YOUNG ONCE HE OBTAINS HIS LICENSE THE MAYOR STATED WE ARE
DOWN ONE CURRENTLY, RIGHT? CHIEF SAILLEZ STATED WE ONLY
HAVE ELEVEN FULL TIME EMPLOYEES, ONE IS OFF ON COMP, WE
ARE RUNNING WITH TEN RIGHT NOW. THE ONE ON COMP HAS HIRED
AN ATTORNEY, AND WE CAN NOT TALK TO HIM. THE MAYOR STATED
MY CONCERN HERE IS WE RUN INTO A DEAL WHERE WE HIRE
SOMEONE THEN THE PERSON, WE THOUGHT WAS GOING TO RETIRE
DOES NOT RETIRE. WHAT HAPPENS THEN SINCE WE CAN NOT TALK



TO HIM. COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED DO THEY HAVE TO TURN IN
A LETTER STATING THEY ARE GOING TO DO IT AT SOME POINT?
CHIEF STATED THERE IS CONTRACTUAL LANGUAGE FOR A
VOLUNTARY APPOINTMENT FOR THEIR LAST YEAR OF EMPOLYMENT
OR POTENTIALLY THEIR LAST YEAR OF EMPLOYMENT BUT THEY CAN
NOT DO THAT UNTIL THEY REACH NINETEEN YEARS OF SERVICE. IF
YOU DECLARE THAT ANY OTHER WAY IT IS ILLEGAL BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE. | DO NOT KNOW HOW MUCH MORE |
CAN SAY HERE WITH OUT VIOLATING SOME LEGAL STAND POINTS.
COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE
CONDITIONAL APPOINTMENT. CHIEF STATED HE HAS GONE
THROUGH THE SCHOOLING FOR THE EMT, BUT DOES NOT HAVE THE
LICENSE TO OPERATE AND THAT IS A REQUIREMENT TO BE HIRED.
HE IS ANTICIPATING BY THE END OF THE YEAR TO HAVE THAT. THIS
WOULD BE ONCE HE GETS THAT THEN HE CAN GO TO WORK
WITHOUT HAVING TO WAIT FOR THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED ARE YOU WANTING TO GET
SOMEONE IN THERE TO TAKE CARE OF THE ONE THAT IS GOING TO
BE DEPLOYED? CHIEF SAILLEZ STATED ONE IS GOING TO BE
DEPLOYED IN FEBRUARY FOR A YEAR. COMMISSIONER STANLEY
STATED WHEN HE COMES BACK, ARE WE STILL GOING TO HANG ON
TO THE NEW GUY TO TAKE HIS SPOT? CHIEF STATED THERE WILL BE
ABOUT SIX MONTHS WE WILL HAVE THIRTEEN INSTEAD OF THE
MINIMUM OF TWELEVE. COMMISSIONER HOWARD ASKED WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN THE GUY COMES BACK FROM DEPLOYMENT? CHIEF
SAILLEZ STATED THERE IS ABOUT SIX MONTHS OF OVER LAP WHERE
HE IS STILL GOING TO BE GOING THROUGH PARAMEDIC AND
FIREFIGHTER TRAINING. HE IS NOT GOING TO BE FULLY CERTIFIED
AND OFF OF PROBATION. WE TALKED ABOUT HIRING THEM BOTH TO
PREVENT A GAP WHERE WE HAVE NON-FULLY CERTIFIED PEOPLE
WAITING AFTER THE RETIREMENT. WE CAN GET THEM CERTIFIED
AND READY TO GO. THE MAYOR STATED THE QUESTION IS SORT OF
THE SAME THING, YOU ARE EXPECTING AFTER ONE COMES BACK
FROM DEPLOYMENT THAT IN SIX MONTHS ONE WILL RETIRE AS
WELL. CHIEF SAILLEZ STATED | CAN NOT ANSWER THAT IN OPEN
SESSION. THE MAYOR STATED BUT YOU ARE EXPECTING THAT?
CHIEF SAILLEZ STATED FULLY. COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED
WHAT IF HE DOES NOT RETIRE? AND YOU HAVE HIRED ANOTHER
PERSON. CHIEF STATED | CAN NOT ANSWER THAT THE WAY | NEED
TO ANSWER THAT IN OPEN SESSION. | WOULD RATHER YOU HAVE



ME TO COME INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO ANSWER THAT
TRUTHFULLY. THE MAYOR STATED WE CAN TABLE THIS UNTIL THE
END OF THE MEETING WE WILL COME BACK TO IT AFTER WE COME
BACK FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION THEN WE CAN ADDRESS IT THEN.
THERE ARE JUST SOME QUESTIONS WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THE
ANSWERS TOO. THE REASON IS WE DO NOT WANT TO RUN INTO A
SITUATION WHERE WE HIRE SOMEONE AND THEY FEEL LIKE THEY
HAVE A JOB AND THEN SIX MONTHS DOWN THE ROAD THE PERSON
WHO WAS SUPPOSED TO RETIRE COMES BACK AND WE CAN'T USE
THEM NOW. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED.

11.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM
LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP IN THE AMOUNT OF $14,460.00 FOR THE
PROGRESS BILLING ON SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE AUDIT
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 2024. COMMISSIONER
HOWARD STATED IT SHOULD BE THE YEAR 2023. THE MAYOR
STATED YES SHOULD BE 2023. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM
PRITCHETT SUPPLY CO. IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,077.20 TO REPLACE
HOSE FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT FIRE DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM MID
AMERICA FIRE & SAFETY, LLC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,817.76 FOR TWO
COMPLETE SETS OF TURNOUT GEAR FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT
FIRE DEPARTMENT. FIRE CHIEF STATED THE OTHERS ARE
DETERIORATING. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAD TALKED ABOUT THIS
AND IT FEELS LIKE WE JUST DID THIS. | AM SAYING THIS FOR THE
PUBLICS BENEFIT A LOT OF TIMES YOU WILL HAVE THESE COME IN
BECAUSE WE REPLACE THEM PREVIOUSLY IN THE SAME ORDER,
THEY GO OUT IN THE SAME ORDER. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED



TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS THE CONSENT AGENDA:

a. APPROVAL TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $616,881.33.

b. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM KEY BENEFIT
ADMINISTRATORS IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,500.00 TO FURNISH
AND FILE 2024 TAX YEAR - ACA REPORTING SERVICES.

c. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM CLINTON ELECTRIC INC.
IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,938.14 FOR OUTLETS INSTALLED IN FOR
THE DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS LIGHTS.

d. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM REND LAKE COLLEGE IN
THE AMOUNT OF $2,075.00 FOR THE FINAL SEMESTER OF
PARAMEDIC PROGRAM FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

e. APPROVAL OF ADDENDUM 5 TO UPDATE EMPLOYEE PERSONAL
DAYS FOR THE EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK.

f. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM LAUTERBACH & AMEN,
LLP IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,870.00 FOR GASB 67/68 FOR THE
FIRE FIGHTERS PENSION BOARD.

THE MAYOR STATED | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO APPROVE THE
CONSENT AGENDA UNLESS YOU WANT SOMETHING SEPERATED.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~ CODES OFFICER SNELL STATED |
HAVE TWO SOLAR PERMITS FROM THE SAME CONTRACTOR
WOLFPACK ELECTRIC OUT OF CHICAGO. | RECOMMEND APPROVAL.

1802 E. ELM ST. GLORIA OTTERSON - SOLAR PERMIT
412 S. PARKHILL ST. GLEN HURST - SOLAR PERMIT

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

15.MAYORS REPORT~

MAYOR ARVIEW STATED | JUST WANTED TO SAY, | KNOW THERE HAS
BEEN SOME BACK AND FORTH ON WEST FRANKFORT TALK, THE CITY
IS NOT MISSING EIGHT AND A HALF MILLION DOLLARS. AS FARAS |



AM AWARE WE WERE NEVER MISSING EIGHT AND A HALF MILLION
DOLLARS. | FOUND OUT WHAT WAS SAID WHAT IS BEING REFERED
TOO, WAS A COMMENT MADE BY OUR PREVIOUS TREASURER ON
MAY 9™ 2023. WHAT HE HAD SAID WAS WHEN HE WAS HIRED THE
BOOKS WERE EIGHT AND A HALF MILLION DOLLARS OUT OF
RECONCILIATION, THAT IS NOT THE SAME THING AS MISSING.
THINGS WERE NOT DONE CORRECTLY, THERE WERE ISSUES, BUT
WE ARE WORKING THROUGH THEM. WE HAVE A NEW TREASURER,
AND LAUTTERBACH AND AMEN HELPING TO GET US ON TRACK. I DO
NOT WANT ANYONE THINKING WE ARE TRYING TO COVER
SOMETHING UP. WE HAVE MENTIONED THE AUDIT SEVERAL TIMES
AT THE MEETINGS THAT WE ARE TRYING TO GET CAUGHT UP. THE
EMAILS THAT WERE POSTED HAD BEEN FOIA'D, THAT WERE POSTED
ON WEST FRANKFORT TALK. YOU WILL SEE AN EMAIL FROM ME IN
THERE SAYING WE NEED TO GET EVERYBODY TOGETHER TO GET
THIS DONE. THAT SHOULD TELL YOU WE ARE NOT COVERING
ANYTHING UP, WE ARE TRYING TO GET IT ALL STRAIGHENED OUT.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS~

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT
ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT CAUGHT UP ON OUR PERSONEL, WE ARE
WORKING AT IT, EVERYTHING SEEMS TO BE OKAY.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED EVERYONE KNOWS BY NOW, WE
DO HAVE A NEW TREASURER. SHE AND | ARE WORKING TOGETHER
TRYING TO GET THINGS STRAIGHTENED UP. | AM LOOKING
FORWARD TO HAVING BETTER RECORDS IN THE FUTURE. THE
MAYOR STATED | WANT TO GIVE COMMISSIONER HOWARD CREDIT;
HE WAS HERE ON CHRISTMAS EVE WORKING.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THE STREET GUYS HAVE BEEN
GETTING ALL OF THE EQUIPMENT LINED UP FOR THE WINTER, AND A
FEW TILE JOBS, THEY ARE KEEPING BUSY. WATER DEPARTMENT IS
BUSY WITH MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS.

COMMISSIONER WARREN- NO REPORT
16.AUDIENCE COMMENTS:
NO COMMENTS WERE MADE
17.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION



FOR DISCUSSION PURSUANT TO 5 ILCS 120/2(C) (1), 5 ILCS 120/2 (C)
(6), AND 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (11). AT 10:34 A.M. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

18.RETURNED FROM EXECTUTIVE SESSION. THE MAYOR STATED BACK
TO ITEM NUMBER 9. OUR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS WERE
ANSWERED AND WE ARE READY TO MOVE FORWARD. DO WE HAVE A
MOTION TO HIRE JOHN ECK, AND DAKOTA YOUNG? COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

19.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 11:12 A.M.
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