
 

WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 2023 

  
 
1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS, THE CITY 

ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK WERE IN ATTENDANCE. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

FEBRUARY 28th, 2023 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT 

OF $223,500.76. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, APPROVAL TO ACCEPT BIDS FOR 

DEMOLITION.  

a. THE FIRST PROPERTY IS AT 511 N. HORN WE RECEIVED BIDS 

FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000.00 AND FROM 

BURBANK TRANSPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,990.00. BURBANK 

WAS AWARDED THE JOB AS HE WAS THE LOWEST BID.  

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

b. THE SECOND PROPERTY IS AT 101 ½ STEWART STREET WE 

RECEIVED BIDS FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$1,750.00 AND FROM BURBANK TRANSPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$2,500.00. JOPLIN SALVAGE WAS AWARDED THE JOB AS HE WAS 

THE LOWEST BID.  COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

c. THE THIRD PROPERTY IS AT 702/704 SOUTH SKELTON WE 

RECEIVED BIDS FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE IN THE AMOUNT OF 



$3,500.00 AND FROM BURBANK TRANSPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$2,300.00. BURBANK WAS AWARDED THE JOB AS HE WAS THE 

LOWEST BID.  COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

d. THE FOURTH PROPERTY IS AT 805 WEST ST. LOUIS STREET WE 

RECEIVED BIDS FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$5,500.00 AND FROM BURBANK TRANSPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$2,990.00. BURBANK WAS AWARDED THE JOB AS HE WAS THE 

LOWEST BID.  COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

e. THE FIFTH PROPERTY IS AT 708 NORTH PALMER WE RECEIVED 

BIDS FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,250.00 AND 

FROM BURBANK TRANSPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,200.00. 

BURBANK WAS AWARDED THE JOB AS HE WAS THE LOWEST BID.  

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

f. THE SIXTH PROPERTY IS AT 2003 EAST ELM WE RECEIVED BIDS 

FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,500.00 AND FROM 

BURBANK TRANSPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,600.00. JOPLIN WAS 

AWARDED THE JOB AS HE WAS THE LOWEST BID.  COMMISSIONER 

STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

 

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH 

SARAH BETHUNE FOR A FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT UTILIZING 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING. THE MAYOR STATED THIS PROGRAM 

HELPS TO IMPROVE THE FACADES OF BUSINESSES. THIS IS FOR THE 

BUILDING AT 308 EAST MAIN WHICH USED TO BE RISSI’S STUDIO; 

WHICH IS NOW A BEAUTY SHOP. SHE IS WANTING TO DO SOME TUCK 

POINTING, PAINTING, AND FIX SOME AREAS ON THE EXTERIOR OF 

THAT BUILDING. SHE IS TO PAY $5,000.00 AND WE WILL PAY HALF OF 



THAT OR UP TO $2,500.00 TOTAL FROM TIF. COMMISSIONER HOWARD 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A FOREIGN FIRE INSURANCE 

BOARD RESOLUTION.  THIS AUTHORIZES THE ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL 

LEAGUE TO ON BEHALF OF THE COMMUNITY TO COLLECT THE 2% 

FOREIGN FIRE TAX AND WRITE A CHECK TO THE LOCAL FIRE 

DEPARTMENT. THE LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT HAS THEIR OWN 

BOARD SO THEY GET TO DECIDE WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO DO 

WITH THIS MONEY. THE ONLY REQUIREMENT IS THAT THEY USE IT 

FOR TOOLS, TRAINING, SOMETHING NEEDED AT THE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT. THE CITY HAS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THAT MONEY 

OR WHAT ITS USED FOR STATED MAYOR JORDAN. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED NEW COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND LOCAL 2402 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS, AFL-CIO, CLC TO 

COVER THE PERIOD OF MARCH 1, 2023 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 

2026. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.   

 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED NEW COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND LABORERS 
LOCAL 773/WATER MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT TO COVER THE 
PERIOD OF MARCH 1, 2023 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2026. 
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 
CARRIED.   
 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED NEW COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND LABORERS 
LOCAL 773/STREET MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT TO COVER THE 
PERIOD OF MARCH 1, 2023 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2026.  
COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 



COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 
10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A LETTER OF INTENT TO PURCHASE REAL PROPERTY 
LOCATED IN THE BURTON SUBDIVISION. THE MAYOR STATED HE 
WOULD LIKE TO COME BACK TO THIS AS HE WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO 
EVERYONE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION. THEN COME BACK AND TAKE 
ACTION ON THIS. 

 
11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY INVOICE #30 FROM BROWN & 

ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,041.24 FOR PHASE 1 
ENGINEERING SERVICES REGARDING I57 & IL RT 149 INTERCHANGE 
MODIFICATION PHASE 1. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION 
FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF CONTRACTOR’S PAY ESTIMATE 

#5 TO MIDWEST PETROLEUM & EXCAVATING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$62,213.01 FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT – WATER SYSTEM METER 
REPLACEMENT – PHASE 1. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION 
FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HOWARD.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING 
BILL #5 FROM BROWN & ROBERTS, INC. FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT – 
WATER SYSTEM METER REPLACEMENT – PHASE 1. IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $3,633.32. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR 
APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM 

JOHNSON’S AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,686.30 
REGARDING NEW FRONT TIRES FOR A-1 WFFD. COMMISSIONER 
HARKINS MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER HOWARD.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
15. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A LAKE LOT LEASE TRANSFER 

FROM KENT AND CHERYL HERRON LAKE LOT LEASE #2 TO NICK 
TAYLOR.  COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 
CARRIED. 



 

16. OFFICER’S REPORT ~ 

FIRE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2023.  CHIEF SAILLIEZ 

WAS ON VACATION SO COMMISSIONER HARKINS READ THE REPORT. 

HE REPORTED THAT THEY HAD 161-AMBULANCE CALLS, 8 

RUBBISH/ILLEGAL FIRES, 6- BRUSH/FIELD FIRES, 2 MOTOR VEHICLE 

ACCIDENTS, 2-FIRE ALARMS, 0-VEHICLE FIRES, 11 FIRE 

EMERGENCIES; (GAS LEAKS, POWER LINES DOWN, ETC.), 1 

STRUCTURE FIRE, 0-SMOKE SCARES, 7- MUTUAL AID FIRE CALLS, 2- 

MUTUAL AID AMBULANCE, 3-AMBULANCE CALLS TURNED OVER TO 

MUTUAL AID.  FOR A TOTAL OF 203 CALLS DURING THE MONTH.  THE 

DEPARTMENT USED APPROXIMATELY 8,000 GALLONS OF WATER.  

THE DEPARTMENT COLLECTED $79,712.60 FOR FEBRUARY 

AMBULANCE CALLS.     

POLICE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2023. CHIEF 

PRUDENT REPORTED OFFICERS ANSWERED A TOTAL OF 1,398 CALLS 

FOR SERVICE.  OF THOSE CALLS 13 WERE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS, 0 

WITH INJURIES. OFFICERS RESPONDED TO 31 DOMESTIC DISPUTES, 

4 FIGHTS IN PROGRESS, 15 ALARMS, 1 INTOXICATED PERSONS, 2 

BURGLARIES, 16 REPORTS OF CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY, 19 

COMPLAINTS OF JUVENILE PROBLEMS, 26 REPORTED THEFTS, AND 

25 COMPLAINTS OF DISORDERLY CONDUCT/DISTURBANCES. AND 

OFFICERS MADE 45 STREET CONTACTS.                                                                           

OFFICERS CONDUCTED 253 TRAFFIC STOPS, WHERE THEY ISSUED 52 

CITIATIONS, 220 WARNINGS, AND 17 LW-27’S. THERE WERE 66 ADULT 

ARRESTS MADE AND 4 JUVENILE ARRESTS, RESULTING IN 72 

CRIMINAL CHARGES FILED.     

COMMUNICATION ~ DISPATCHERS ANSWERED 1,741 CALLS.                                                         
OF THOSE, 586 WERE 9-1-1 CALLS, 79 WERE WALK IN REQUESTS. 
1,398 WERE FOR POLICE, 200 WERE FOR WEST FRANKFORT FIRE, 9 
WERE FOR THOMPSONVILLE FIRE/EMS, 6 WERE FOR ABBOTT EMS, 
AND 0 FOR UNITED AMBULANCE.  FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 
WE COLLECTED $3,260.00 IN FINES AND FEES.  

 

CODES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2023. 1~SIGN 

PERMIT. RENTAL PROPERTIES:  9~RENTAL INSPECTIONS 

PERFORMED. CASE ACTIVITY REPORT ~ 13 WHICH INCLUDES DOORS 

TAGGED VERBAL WARNINGS, VEHICLES TAGGED, INSPECTIONS OF 



VIOLATIONS, INSPECTIONS, CITATIONS ISSUED, LETTERS SENT, ETC. 

THE CODES DEPARTMENT BROUGHT IN $300.00 FOR INSPECTION, 

REGISTRATION, AND PERMIT FEES FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY. 

17. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~ WE HAVE ONE SIGN PERMIT. MR. 
SNELL STATED WE HAVE A SIGN PERMIT FOR A 3X12 DIGITAL 
BILLBOARD TO BE PLACED AT 312 N. MAIN STREET. THE MAYOR 
STATED I HAD ASKED TO TABLE THIS LAST COUNCIL MEETING SO WE 
COULD SPEAK TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS TO SEE IF 
THEY WANTED TO LIMIT THE NUMBER OF THESE SIGNS IN THE 
DOWNTOWN AREA. WE HAVE ALREADY APPROVED TWO (2) DIGITAL 
SIGNS 20X10 DOWNTOWN 30 FT HIGH AND ONE BY THE INTERSTATE. 
THE PLANNING COMMISSION MET LAST NIGHT, WE HAD EVERYONE 
THERE EXCEPT ONE MEMBER. WE HAD A LONG DISCUSSION 
BASICALLY NO ONE HAS ANYTHING AGAINST THE SIGNS, BUT THEIR 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL IS AND UNANIMOUS DECISION 
IS THAT WE DO NOT APPROVE THIS SIGN PERMIT, THAT WE REWRITE 
AND MODIFY THIS ORDIANCE TO PREVENT ANYMORE. ONE OF THE 
POINTS BROUGHT UP AGAINST THEM WAS HOW DO THESE SIGNS 
HELP THE BUSINESSES AND CITIZENS OF WEST FRANKFORT? THEY 
WILL NOT, SINCE THEY WILL MOST LIKELY HAVE ADVERTISEMENTS 
ON IT FOR BUSINESSES OUTSIDE OF WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR 
ASKED WHATS THE COUNCIL WANT TO DO WITH THIS? 
COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED I THINK WE SHOULD HONOR THEIR 
REQUEST. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO DENY, 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO DENY. MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 

18. MAYORS & COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS~ 

THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE WILL BE BRIEF. HE WANTS TO THANK 

THE FACT THAT WE HAVE COMMISSIONER WARREN AND HARKINS 

BACK. LINDA HAD SURGERY AND IS DOING WELL. JERRY IS STILL 

WAITING, BUT GLAD TO HAVE YOU BOTH BACK, IT’S A PLEASURE TO 

SERVE WITH THIS COUNCIL.  

COMMISSIONER REPORTS~  

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED AS FAR AS MY DEPARTMENTS GO, 

THEY ARE DOING WELL, MOVING RIGHT ALONG. OTHER THAN THAT, 

EVERYTHINGS OK OUR FIRE CHIEF IS ON VACATION.  

COMMISSIONER HOWARD STATED ITS LONG OVERDUE BUT OUR 

TREASURER, CITY CLERK MRS. ANGELA BAKER DEATON HAS BEEN 



WORKING NON STOP TO GET THINGS DONE, BECAUSE SHE IS SHORT 

ON HELP. AND I WANT HER TO KNOW THAT I REALLY APPRECIATE 

ALL THAT SHE IS DOING.  

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THE GUYS ARE PUTTING A FEW 

SIDEWALKS IN WHILE THE WEATHER IS STILL NICE. THEY ARE ALSO 

BLOWING OUT TILES AND CLEANING OUT DITCHES BEFORE THE 

NEXT ROUND OF RAIN COMES. THEY HAVE ALSO BEEN BUSY 

PATCHING HOLES IN THE ROADS. THEY ARE KEEPING BUSY; I’VE GOT 

A GOOD BUNCH OF GUYS. 

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED SHE APPRECIATES THE MAYOR 

LETTING HER BE OFF LAST COUNCIL MEETING BECAUSE OF HER 

SURGERY. I ALSO WANT TO THANK GARY LITTLE AND HIS CREW FOR 

COMING OUT TO MY HOUSE THE OTHER NIGHT WHEN WE HAD TO 

CALL THE AMBULANCE, THEY ARE DID A VERY GOOD JOB. 

WATER AND SEWER IS DOING GOOD RIGHT MR. WHITE? HE STATED 

“YES.” COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED EVERYTHING IS MOVING 

ALONG, NEW METERS ARE GOING IN AND EVERYONE IS DOING THEIR 

JOBS.  

AUDIENCE COMMENTS:  

SUSAN DRAGOVICH STATED THIS IS FROM MY AUNT WHO JUST 

MOVED HER FROM BLUFORD. SHE HAS MALCULAR DEGENERATION 

AND SHE DOESN’T SEE WELL. SHE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF YOU 

COULD PLEASE CHANGE THE COLOR OF THE WATER BILLS FROM 

BLUE TO WHITE? BECAUSE SHE PUTS IT INTO HER MAGNIFYING 

MACHINE IT CAN NOT ENLARGE THE PRINT TO BE ABLE TO READ IT 

ON COLOR PAPER. THE MAYOR STATED MAYBE WE CAN MAIL HER 

OR ANYONE ELSE WHO MAY NEED THEM OUT AN INVOICE ON WHITE 

REGULAR SIZED PAPER THEN. WE WILL ALSO CHECK ON THE COLOR 

OF THE CARDS TO SEE IF WE CAN CHANGE THAT.   

TERESA HUTCHENS WAS ALSO IN THE AUDIENCE. SHE STATED SHE 

HAS MAJOR CONCERNS. I’VE HAD THE STREET COMMISSIONER SEND 

TWO GENTLEMEN OVER TO MY HOUSE TO PICK UP TREES OUT OF 

MY YARD. I HAD TWO STREET EMPLOYEES COME TO MY HOUSE TO 

PICK UP A TREE THAT I HAD PAID SOMEONE ELSE TO PICKUP. HIS 

NAME IS JOHN RIDDLE WHO IS ONE OF COMMISSIONER STANLEY’S 

RELATIVES. I HAVE SEVERAL MESSAGES HERE FROM MR. RIDDLE 

THAT HE OFFERED TO PAY COMMISSIONER STANLEY TO PICK UP 



THE TREES. I CALLED THAT DAY AND WAS INFORMED THAT IF YOU 

HIRE SOMEONE TO CUT YOUR TREE DOWN, THE CITY IS NOT TO PICK 

IT UP AT THE CITIES EXPENSE. I HAVE THE TEXT MESSAGES FROM 

JOHN RIDDLE STATING THAT COMMISSIONER STANLEY WAS GOING 

TO PICK IT UP FOR FREE. COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED WE 

DON’T CHARGE TO PICK UP TREES. MRS. HUTCHENS STATED BUT I 

PAID HIM MR. RIDDLE TO REMOVE IT. 

THE MAYOR ASKED SO YOU’RE COMPLAINING BECAUSE WE 

OFFERED TO HELP YOU? THAT’S NOT THE POINT STATED MRS. 

HUTCHENS I DON’T FEEL THAT IT WAS THE CITIES RESPONSIBILITY 

OR THE TAX PAYER’S RESPONSIBILITY TO PAY TO HAVE MY TREE 

THAT I PAID SOMEONE TO REMOVE FROM MY YARD.  THE MAYOR 

ASKED DID YOU PAY MR. RIDDLE? MRS. HUTCHENS STATED HE 

NEVER COMPLETED THE JOB HIMSELF, SO NO SHE DID NOT. SHE IS 

HAVING IT TAKEN OUT OF HER YARD BY SOMEONE ELSE. BUT IT IS 

NOT THE TAX PAYERS RESPONSIBILITY TO REMOVE A TREE THAT I 

WAS HAVING TAKEN DOWN. THE MAYOR STATED HE IS CONFUSED. 

HE STATED LET ME SEE IF I HAVE THIS STRAIGHT. WE WERE TRYING 

TO HELP GET SOME TREES OUT OF YOUR YARD THAT YOU DID NOT 

PAY THE GUY WHO CUT THEM DOWN TO HAVE TAKEN OUT? MRS. 

HUTCHENS STATED SHE WAS TOLD BY CITY EMPLOYEES THAT THE 

HOME OWNER CALLED TO HAVE THEM REMOVED. I NEVER CALLED 

THE CITY. I CALLED BECAUSE I WAS CONCERNED WITH THE FACT 

THE CITY WAS USING RESOURCES, EMPLOYEES AND EQUIPMENT TO 

REMOVE SOMETHING THEY ARENT RESPONSIBLE FOR. MR. RIDDLE 

ACTUALLY ASKED ME FOR THE MONEY FOR IT BEFORE HE WAS 

ACTUALLY FINISHED TAKING DOWN THE TREE. THE MAYOR ASKED 

SO WHO ARE YOU MAD AT TO MRS. HUTCHENS? MRS. HUTCHENS 

STATED SHE IS NOT MAD AT ANYONE HERE. BUT IM CONCERNED 

WITH THE FACT THAT THEY WERE SENT TO MY HOUSE TO PICK THIS 

TREE UP WITHOUT MY REQUEST, WITHOUT MY KNOWLEDGE THAT IT 

WAS BEING DONE. AND THE FACT THAT IM SORRY MR. STANLEY 

THAT MR. JOHN (RIDDLE) PUT YOU IN THIS POSITION. COMMISSIONER 

STANLEY STATED THIS IS WHAT WENT ON JOHN (RIDDLE) CALLED 

ME, SAID HE CUT THAT TREE DOWN, SOME HOW HIS TRAILER 

COULDN’T HAUL THE LOGS OR SOMETHING BROKE ON IT, AND HE 

WANTED TO KNOW I COULD HELP OUT. I STATED IF THEY ARE BY THE 

EDGE OF THE ROAD AND NOT BOTHERING TRAFFIC I TOLD HIM I 

WOULD HELP HIM. BUT THAT WE CAN’T GO UP IN THE YARD AND DO 

ANYTHING. WE CAN NOT TAKE MONEY FOR ANYTHING, HE MAY HAVE 



OFFERED BUT I SAID NO. HE IS RELATED TO ME BUT ITS HIS WIFE 

THAT IS MY 2ND OR 3RD COUSIN, SO THAT PART DOESN’T MEAN 

NOTHING TO ME.  I DO NOT DO ANYTHING OUT OF LINE FOR THIS 

CITY. OTHERWISE, ALL MY FAMILY IM RELATED TO WOULD WANT ME 

TO DO THINGS FOR THEM AS WELL.  

THE MAYOR ASKED ARE THE TREES STILL THERE? YES, THEY ARE, 

THEY ARE ACTUALLY IN MY YARD, NOT BY THE ROAD STATED MRS. 

HUTCHENS. COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED AND THAT’S WHY MY 

STREET GUYS DID NOT TAKE THEM BECAUSE THEY WERE IN YOUR 

YARD NOT BY THE ROAD AS TOLD TO ME. MRS. HUTCHENS STATED 

THEY WERE GOING TO TAKE THEM UNTIL I SAW THEM AND MADE 

THEM STOP. COMMISSIONER STANLEY SAID NO MY GUYS KNOW 

THAT I WOULD NOT ASK THEM TO TAKE ANYTHING FROM SOMEONE’S 

YARD. COMMISSIONER STANLEY AGREED ITS NOT THE CITYS 

RESPONSIBILITY TO GO INTO SOMEONE’S YARD. MRS. HUTCHENS 

STATED SHE JUST WANTED THE COUNCIL TO KNOW WHAT WAS 

GOING ON. COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED WE TRY TO STAY UP 

ON TREE TRIMMERS AND WATCH IF THEY ARE CUTTING TREES 

DOWN FOR PEOPLE THE TREE TRIMMERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

HAULING THOSE TREES, LOGS, ETC AWAY. NOT US (THE CITY). THE 

ONLY TIME THE CITY DOES THAT IS IF THERE IS A STORM OR LANDS 

IN THE ROAD FOR SOME REASON. WE WILL HELP OUT. MRS. 

HUTCHENS STATED SHE WILL MAKE SURE COMMISSIONER STANLEY 

GETS A COPY OF THE TEXT MESSAGES SENT TO HER BECAUSE HE 

MADE IT SOUND LIKE YOU WERE HAVING THE CITY DO IT FOR HIM. 

COMMISSONER STANLEY REPORTED NO MA’AM I WAS NOT.  

19. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO      
DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, UNION GRIEVANCES, 
PERSONNEL, PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AND/OR PENDING 
LITIGATION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION.  COMMISSIONER HARKINS 
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 
STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS ALONG WITH THE 
MAYOR VOTED YES.  MOTION CARRIED.  THE COUNCIL WENT INTO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:38 P.M. 

 
 

20. THEY RETURNED FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:04 P.M. THEY HAD 
A DISCUSSION REGARDING A LETTER OF INTENT TO PURCHASE 
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE BURTON SUBDIVISION. THE 
LETTER WAS FROM GRADY COMMERCIAL TO PURCHASE 3.7 MORE 



ACRES IN FRONT OF THE WF MALL. THE RECOMMENDATION THAT WE 
ARE WANTING TO MAKE IS GET AN APPRAISAL FOR THE REMAINING 
LOTS TO SEE IF THEIR OFFER IS GOING TO FALL WITHIN THE 80% OF 
THE VALUE OF THE PROPERTY. THE LOTS ARE 5, 6, 1, 2 AND 3 THAT 
NEED TO BE APPRAISED. COMMISSIONER HOWARD MADE A MOTION 
FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

21. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:05 P.M. 

 
 

_________________________________       _________________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN           ANGELA BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 


