WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2021

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE. ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
JULY 13TH, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN
THE AMOUNT OF $289,539.11. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO RLF/DCEO GRANT AWARD. MR.
ROBERTS STATED THAT THIS WEEK WE WERE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE
THE AWARD TO SAMRON MIDWEST CONTRACTING. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDIANCE AUTHORIZING THE
LEASING OF A SPECIFIC AREAS OF THE WEST FRANKFORT MALL.
SLOAN'S GYMNASTICS AND DANCE STUDIO; MARY KUTCOSKY HAS
ASKED TO LEASE WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN THE OLD BRIDAL SHOP

ACROSS FROM DR. NOLENS OFFICE. THE LEASE IS FOR 3,790
SQUARE FEET AND ADDITIONAL 544 FEET OF STORAGE. THE LEASE
IS FOR $1,750 A MONTH, IT IS A ONE YEAR LEASE. THEY WILL PAY
THE FIRST MONTHS RENT PLUS A MONTH DEPOSIT. LEASE STARTS
ON AUGUST 15T, SHE IS JUST EXPANDING. SHE WILL HAVE THREE
SEPARATE DANCE STUDIOS. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.



6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
THE FOURTH AMENDMENT TO LEASE TO WPS HEALTH SOLUTIONS AT
THE WEST FRANKFORT MALL. THIS IS JUST AN EXTENSION OF THE
LEASE THEY PREVIOUSLY HAD FOR A FOURTH YEAR.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

7. APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LEASING OF 228 E.
MAIN STREET. KYLE AND RACHEL WEBB HAVE BROUGHT IN A
BUSINESS PLAN AND THEY WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THAT SPACE AND
TURN IT INTO A RETAIL SPACE. THEY WOULD LIKE TO CALL IT
JEFFERSON AND MAIN. WE AQUIRED FOUR BUILDINGS IN A
BANKRUPTCY, WE WILL FIX THAT BUILDING UP AND BRING IT UP TO
CODE. CITY WILL LEASE THE BUILDING AND AFTER A YEAR THEY
WOULD PURCHASE THE BUILDING FROM US. WE ARE GOING TO FIX
THE A/C AND HEAT, UPGRADE ELECTRICAL SERVICE, FIX THE WATER
HOOKUP AND BATHROOMS. THIS COST WILL BE ADDED TO THE
PRICE OF THE BUILDING. IN RETURN THEY WILL PAY US $250.00 A
MONTH AND WILL SIGN A ONE YEAR LEASE. MR. WEBB STATED THAT
IT WILL HAVE AND OLD TIME FEEL WITH A BIT OF NOSTALGIA. WE
WOULD LIKE TO GET A MURAL PAINTED ON THE JEFFERSON STREET
SIDE OF THE BUSINESS. IT WILL LOOK LIKE SOME OF THE
BUSINESSES ON THE BENTON SQUARE. IT WILL BE A 1940°S, 1950'S
WITH CANDLES, HOME GOODS, PRODUCE ALL PRODUCTS WILL BE
LOCAL OR FROM SOUTHERN ILLINOIS BUSINESSES. WE WILL ALSO
HAVE A LASER ENGRAVER PRINTER SO WE WILL BE ABLE TO
CUSTOMIZE ANYTHING FROM CUTTING BOARDS, GLASS, ACRYLIC.
EVENTUALLY A SMALL COUNTER FOR FOOD AND ORDERING
SANDWICHES.COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED WHAT THEIR TARGET
DATE TO OPEN IS. MR. WEBB STATED IT WILL BE A COUPLE OF
MONTHS TO GET EVERYTHING UP TO CODE. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
THE HIRING OF A POLICE OFFICER FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT
POLICE DEPARTMENT. CHIEF PRUDENT STATED WE HAVE A COUPLE



OF VACANCIES IN THE DEPARTMENT DUE TO RETIREMENT OR
OTHER JOBS. | WOULD LIKE TO ASK THE COUNCIL TO APPOINT
DYLAN JEFFORDS TO THE DEPARTMENT. HE IS CURRENTLY A
SARGENT IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. HIS BROTHER JESSIE WORKS
FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. HE HAS BEEN COMING IN ON HIS OWN
TIME TO RIDE ALONG TO GET A FEEL FOR THE JOB. HE LIVES IN
TOWN AND IS MARRIED. HE WANTS TO BE APART OF THE
COMMUNITY. HE ALSO HAS THE APPROVAL OF THE MERIT BOARD.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

THE MAYOR STATED WE STILL HAVE ONE MORE OPENING IN THE
DEPARTMENT; CORRECT? CHIEF PRUDENT STATED YES, AND THAT
HE RECEIVED AN APPLICATION FROM SOMEONE WANTING TO MAKE
A LATERAL TRANSFER. WE ARE COMPLETING THE BACKGROUND
CHECK HE WOULD BE SOMEONE THAT HAS THE TRAINING SO ALL WE
WOULD HAVE TO DO IS BRING HIM IN GET HIM THE CLOTHING
ALLOWANCE AND GET HIM UNIFORMED UP TO WORK. WITH THE
COUNCILS POSITION | WOULD LIKE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE
HIRING OF HIM. THE MAYOR STATED THAT FINISH THE BACKGROUND
CHECK AND THEN NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WE WILL TAKE A VOTE.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED WHY WOULD HE WANT TO LEAVE
ONE AGENCY TO COME HERE? CHIEF PRUDENT STATED WE PAY
MORE MONEY IS THE MAIN REASON. HE CURRENTLY WORKS FOR
THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED WE WILL GET
THIS ON THE AGENDA FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING AND TAKE
ACTION.

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING 800 S. CHERRY STREET. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE
A COURT ORDER FOR DEMOLITION ON THIS PROPERTY. ITS —
ADDRESS IS 1502 E. STELLA. THE PLANTIFFS ARE DECEASED,
EVENTUALLY WE WILL TAKE POSSESSION OF IT. THIS IS JUST TO
APPROVE DEMOLITION. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING AN INTERLOCAL CONTRACT FOR COOPERATIIVE



11.

PURCHASING FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. WE ARE LOOKING FOR AN
AMBULANCE AND THIS COMPANY HELPS US LOOK FOR WHAT WE
ARE NEEDING. WE GIVE THEM OUR SPECIFICATIONS AND THEY PUT
OUT WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR AND THE BIDS COME TO THEM.
CHIEF ALLEN STATED IF WE USE IT AT THE END WHEN WE
PURCHASE THERE WILL BE A $1,000 FEE FOR USING THEM. ALL THE
CITIES AROUND US USE THIS COMPANY TO PURCHASE THEIR
AMBULANCES. THE MAYOR STATED SO THIS IS A NATIONAL
CORPORATION THAT WILL LOOK ALL OVER THE UNITED STATES FOR
THESE. THE MAYOR STATED HE WANTS TO MAKE SURE WHAT THE
COST WILL BE IF THEY FIND US ONE BUT WE CAN GO AHEAD AND
APPROVE MOVING FORWARD. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL FOR PAYMENT OF FRANKLIN
COUNTY REAL ESTATE BILLS FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. IN
THE AMOUNT OF $93,677.00. WE HAVE A LOT OF REAL ESTATE. WE
OWN THE MALL THAT IS A RETAIL SPACE WE PROFIT OFF OF, WE
HAVE THE METHODIST CHURCH ON MAIN, NOVACARE, AND THE
INCUBATOR. WE ARE GOING TO WORK ON GETTING SOME OF THIS
LOWERED. LIKE THIS BUILDING HERE SHOULD BE EXEMPT. BUT
RIGHT NOW WE NEED APPROVAL TO SEND THIS CHECK.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL FOR PAYMENT OF AN INVOICE FROM

BANNER FIRE EQUIPMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,594.00 REGARDING
HOSE TESTER FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT FIRE DEPARTMENT.
CHIEF ALLEN STATED EVERY YEAR WE HAVE TO TEST THE HOSES.
ITS AN ELECTRIC MOTOR WITH SIX PORTS ON IT AND IT BUILDS UP
PRESSURE TO TEST THE PUMPS. IF THAT HOSE BURST SOMEONE
HAS TO BE OUT THERE TO SHUT THE TRUCK DOWN. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A CONTRACTOR'S LICENSE

APPLICATION. WESTERN INSTALLATIONS AND LOGOSTICS OUT OF



ARUGOLA, COLORADO HAS PAID A $100.00 FOR THEIR LICENSE TO
WORK IN WEST FRANKFORT ON THE COFFEE SHOP THAT WILL BE
ACROSS FROM HARDEES. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED THAT VALERIE AND JENNIFER
REED HAVE REACHED OUT TO HER. THEY HAVE A GROUP CALLED
WANI'S WARRIORS THAT WAS NAMED AFTER THEIR MOTHER WHO
PASSED AWAY 5 YEARS AGO. THEIR MISSION IS TO CARRY ON THEIR
MOTHER'S PASSION OF HELPING OTHERS IN NEED, ESPECIALLY
CHILDREN. THEY HAVE RAISED MONEY EACH YEAR TO HELP UNDER
PRIVILEGED CHILDREN AT CHRISTMAS TIME. THEY HOLD AN OPEN
HOUSE AT THEIR HOUSE EVERY YEAR ASKING FOR DONATIONS TO
SEE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS IN THEIR HOME. IN 2019 THEY
HELPED 12 FAMILIES AND IN 2020 THEY HELPED 20 FAMILIES. THIS
YEAR THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD THEIR WILL BE MORE CHILDREN IN
NEED. THEY WOULD LIKE TO HOLD A GOSPEL SING AT THE
METHODIST CHURCH WE OWN TO HELP RAISE MONEY FOR NEEDY
CHILDREN IN THE AREA. ALL THE MONEY RAISED WILL GO TO THE
CHILDREN. THEY ARE NOT HIRING SINGERS; BUT LOCAL PEOPLE ARE
DONATING THEIR TALENTS FOR THE SHOW. THEY HAVE OFFERED
TO CLEAN IT UP THEMSELVES IN EXCHANGE FOR USING THE
BUILDING TO RAISE THIS MONEY. THIS IS THE CHURCH NEXT TO
SONIC. THEY MAYOR AND COUNCIL ALL AGREED AND THINK IT IS A
GREAT IDEA.

14.MAYORS COMMENTS: STATED HE REALLY DOES NOT HAVE
ANYTHING TO REPORT THIS WEEK. SOMEONE IS COMING
TOMORROW TO LOOK AT THE STOPLIGHT AT JEFFERSON AND MAIN.
IT CYCLES BACK AND FORTH, IT USED TO CHANGE WHEN YOU PULL
UP ON'IT BUT THERE IS A DELAY THAT NEEDS FIXED.” ~ —

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED HE IS THANKFUL THAT WE ARE
GETTING THE MUCH NEEDED POLICE OFFICERS FOR THE
DEPARTMENT AND WELCOMED DYLAN JEFFORDS TO THE TEAM. THE
FIRE DEPARTMENT IS MOVING RIGHT ALONG CHIEF ALLEN KEEPS
THINGS GOING THERE. FOR A LITTLE TOWN WE STAY BUSY AND AS
ALWAYS DOING A GREAT JOB KEEPING EVERYTHING UNDER
CONTROL.



COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED THAT SHE ALREADY SPOKE
EARLIER ABOUT HELPING OUT WANI'S WARRIORS.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED THAT THE STREETS, ALLEYS,
DITCHES, SIDEWALKS WE ARE STAYING BUSY.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED WATER AND SEWER IS DOING
FINE, WORKING HARD.

15.AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

MRS. DRAGOVICH WOULD LIKE TO THANK COMMISSIONER STANLEY
FOR HIS HELP WHEN SHE WAS CLEANING OUT SOME DITCHES IN
HER AREA THAT ARE NOT HERS. IT HAD A BUNCH OF BRANCHES AND
JUNK PILED UP IT IN AND SHE DID NOT HAVE TO CALL TO ASK THEM
TO COME GET THEM MESS.

16. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:37 P.M.
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