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WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2024

MAYOR ARVIEW CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE INCLUDING, THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

MAYOR ARVIEW ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
APRIL 23,2024 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OF MAYORAL
APPOINTMENTS WITHIN THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR
STATED IT HAS BEEN A YEAR ALREADY, WE ARE BACK TO DOING
THIS AGAIN. THE NAMES | WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT TO THE CITY
COUNCIL, CITY ATTORNEY’S- KATHRYN RENIK/JONATHON CANTRELL
WE HAD A NEED FOR MORE LEGAL COUNCIL JUST BECAUSE WE
HAVE SO MANY THINGS, TRYING TO PRIORITIZE AND JUGGLE
EVERYTHING HAS BEEN KIND OF DIFFICULT SO WE NEEDED TO AD A
SECOND ATTORNEY. ,POLICE CHIEF- JOHN PRUDENT,DEPUTY
POLICE CHIEF- CLINT WILLIS RECOMMENDED BY CHIEF PRUDENT,
FIRE CHIEF- DEREK SAILLIEZ, CITY CLERK- ANDREA BOLEN, DEPUTY
CITY CLERK- ALEXA LEE NOMINATED BY ANDREA, TREASURER-
CHRIS VETETO,CODES OFFICER- THAD SNELL, STREET
SUPERINTENDENT- MICHAEL BONNER RECOMMENDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY ,WATER SUPERINTENDENT- JIM WHITE
RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN, INCUBATOR/MALL
MANAGER- DON GASS, CONSULTING ENGINEER- BROWN & ROBERTS,
INC. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

THE MAYOR MOVED ITEM NUMBER 9 TO BE DISCUSSED BEFORE
EXECUTIVE SESSION. APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO PROMOTE
DALLAS RUMSEY AS CAPTAIN OF THE WEST FRANKFORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT. CHIEF SAILLIEZ STATED WE WENT THROUGH THE
PROMOTION PROCESS THE APPLICATION AND TESTING
PROCEDURES PURSUANT TO THE MERIT LAW WE HAD ONE



CANDIDATE THAT PASSED, AND MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS. WITH
THE MERIT BOARDS RECOMMENDATION AND MY APPROVAL DALLAS
RUMSEY HAS MET ALL OF THE REQUIREMENTS ON THE TESTING
PROCESS, HE IS A TEN-YEAR VETERAN WITH THE DEPARTMENT, HE
DOES A GREAT JOB. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

CHIEF SAILLIEZ GAVE HIM HIS CAPTAIN HELMENT, THAT IS RED WITH
A BLACK SHEILD THAT HAS CAPTAIN ON IT. EVERYONE
CONGRATULATED HIM.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO

DISCUSS FOR DISCUSSIONS PURSUANT TO 5 ILCS 120/2 (C) (1) AND 5
ILCS 120/2 (C) (11) AT 6:06 P.M. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS
REGARDING EMPLOYEE, PERSONEL AND LITIGATION | ENTERTAIN A
MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HOWARD. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

*COMMISSIONER HOWARD LEFT RIGHT AFTER EXECUTIVE SESSION
WAS OVER***

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION AT

6:33 P.M. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE THE MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE OPIOID LITIGATION UPDATE.

THE MAYOR STATED | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO APPROVE THAT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT BIDS FOR THE

PURCHASE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY. SHAWN FREEMAN PUT A BID ON
1309 E. 8™ ST. AND WANTED AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN WHAT HE
WILL DO WITH THE PROPERTY. MR. FREEMAN STATED | APPRECIATE

YOU GUYS LETTING ME SPEAK TONIGHT. | BROUGHT A COUPLE



PICTURES TO SHOW YOU ALL. THIS PROPERTY IS ONE BLOCK FROM
MY CURRENT HOUSE I LIVE AT 1309 E. 9™ ST. MY WIFE AND | WALK IN
THAT AREA AND THAT'S HOW | SEEN THIS LOT WAS FOR SALE. | HAVE
A SMALL WOOD WORKING BUSINESS THAT | MAKE STUFF OUT OF MY
GARAGE NOW. NONE OF MY TOOLS ARE INDUSTRIAL, | USE MOSTLY
HAND TOOLS. | AM LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO GET MY TOOLS
OUT OF MY GARAGE AND GIVE MY WIFE SPACE BACK IN THE
GARAGE, MY DAUGHTERS ARE GETTING READY TO TURN SIXTEEN
AND WE WILL NEED THE EXTRA SPACE. | AM WANTING TO HAVE
SOMETHING SIMILAR TO THE ONE | PASSED OUT. MY TARGET
MARKET FOR MY BUSINESS IS MY FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND I GO TO A
FEW CRAFT FAIRS. | AM NOT LOOKING TO HAVE A STORE FRONT,;
PEOPLE WILL NOT COME AND LOOK AT ITEMS. THIS WILL BE FOR MY
PERSONAL USE TO BUILD ITEMS | COULD SELL IN THE FUTURE.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED OTHER WORDS YOU ARE
LOOKING AT A WORKSHOP? MR. FREEMAN STATED YES, GET THE
THINGS | AM ALREADY DOING IN MY GARAGE NOW OUT OF MY
GARAGE. THERE MAY BE A CHANCE | MAY NOT BUILD ANYTHING, AND
JUST USE IT FOR PARKING. CODES OFFICER SNELL STATED OUR
CODES AND OUR ZONING ALLOWS FOR THINGS LIKE HOME
BUSINESSES. THIS DOES NOT SOUND LIKE THIS QUALIFIES FOR
THAT, SINCE YOU WILL NOT HAVE PEOPLE COMING TO THE
BUILDING, OR SELLING THINGS THERE. WHAT | AM CONCERNED
ABOUT NOW, FOR OUR ZONING WE HAVE RULES AND REGULATIONS
ON WHAT TYPE OF BUILDINGS YOU CAN PLACE ON WHAT TYPES OF
LOTS. IS THIS A PERMANENT BUILDING OR A TEMPORARY BUILDING
YOU ARE GOING TO PUT ON THIS LOT? WILL IT BE SOMETHING THAT
IS PREFAB AND MOVED IN ON RUNNERS OR BUILD SOMETHING ON A
FOUNDATION? MR. FREEMAN STATED BUILD SOMETHING ON A
FOUNDATION. MR. SNELL STATED THAT IS WHERE THE PROBLEM IS
WITH OUR ZONING | HAVE FOUND. THE WAY OUR CODES AND
ZONING IS WRITTEN IS, PERMANENT STRUCTURES CAN ONLY BE PUT
ON A LOT IF IT IS A HOME THEN YOU CAN ADD ADDITIONAL
PERMANENT STRUCTURES TO THAT LOT. THIS IS SOMETHING THE
COUNCIL CAN LOOK INTO. THE MAYOR STATED | FEEL LIKE THOSE
ARE A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS, THIS CAN BE SOMETHING FOR THE
ZONING BOARD TO LOOK AT. YOUR BID WAS THE HIGHEST BID, KEEP
IN MIND IF WE DO ACCEPT THAT AND SELL THAT PROPERTY TO YOU,
WE CAN NOT GUARANTEED THAT THE ZONING BOARD WILL
APPROVE THAT. WOULD YOU STILL WANT THIS? MR. FREEMAN



STATED | COULD PUT A PREFAB BUILDING THERE IT WILL JUST HAVE
TO LOOK NICE AND NOT LIKE A TRAILER.

THE MAYOR ANNOUNCED THE BIDS FOR THE PROPERTIES:

205 N. DOUGLAS ST. DANNY ARVIEW WAS THE ONLY BID; THE BID
WAS FOR $1,000.00.

102 W. 9™ ST. STACY ROBINSON WAS THE ONLY BID, THE BID WAS
FOR $1,010.00.

1507 E. 4™ ST. RON NEWLIN WAS THE ONLY BID, THE BID WAS FOR
$1,000.00.

1309 E. 8™ ST. FIRST BID WAS FROM MORGAN GRIFFITH & KYLE
WEBB FOR $1,100.00, SHAWN FREEMAN FOR $2,218.00, LISA HILLARD
FOR $1,300.00. SHAWN FREEMAN BID WON FOR THE HIGHEST BID. |
ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO APPROVE THE HIGH BIDS. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A
BOARD MEMBER TO THE WEST FRANKFORT LIBRARY BOARD. THE
MAYOR STATED WE HAVE ONE MEMBER ON THE BOARD WHOSE
TERM EXPIRED THIS YEAR. THAT IS REGINA SANDERS. | WOULD
ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO APPROVE MY NOMINATION TO REAPPOINT
REGINA SANDERS AS A MEMBER TO THE LIBRARY BOARD.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION APPOINTING
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CLINT WILLIS AS THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE WEST FRANKFORT
POLICE DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED WE TOOK CARE OF THIS
ITEM IN ITEM NUMBER 2, SO WE WILL MOVE ON TO THE NEXT ITEM.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE

WEST FRANKFORT CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 10.45.020
SOLICITING FROM MOTOR VEHICLE/MOTORISTS FOR THE CITY OF
WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED WE ARE UPDATING
LANGUAGE TO BE MORE RELEVANT TO THE WAY THAT WE DO
THINGS IN THE CITY. | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO APPROVE THIS
ORDINANCE. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO



APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE REPEALING
CHAPTER 15.04 ENTITLED “BUILDING CODE" OF THE WEST
FRANKFORT CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF WEST
FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED THIS MENTIONS A KIND OF AN
OBSOLETE BUILDING CODE, IT STILL EXISTS BUT IT IS NOT WHAT WE
USE. WE ARE COMPLETELY DOING AWAY WITH THAT SECTION OF
OUR ORDINANCES. WE WILL BE CORRECTING BY PUTTING IN THE
NEW LANGUAGE LATER ON. | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO REPEAL THAT
CHAPTER THAT IS OBSOLETE. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 15.07 OF WEST FRANKFORT CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR
THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS
UPDATED LANGUAGE WITH THE CODE THAT WE CURRENTLY USE
WHICH IS THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE. | ENTERTAIN A
MOTION TO APPROVE THIS ORDINANCE. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE CREATING
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR MAINTAINING YARDS AND
BOULEVARDS FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. CODES OFFICER
SNELL STATED THIS IS A COPY FROM OTHER CITIES AROUND THAT
UPDATES THE LANGUAGE OF OURS. CURRENTLY, WE ALLOW
PEOPLE TO LET THEIR GRASS TO GET TEN INCHES TALL, WE ARE
CHANGING IT TO EIGHT INCHES. THIS WILL ALSO PUTS SOME
REGULATIONS ON HELPING THE CITY WITH MAINTAINING THE
BOULEVARDS, AND MOWING THOSE BOULEVARDS. THIS ALSO HAS
SOME REGULATIONS ON LETTING YOUR VEGETATION GROW OUT
OVER TOP OF SIDEWALKS, AND ALLEYWAYS. THIS WILL HELP OUR
STREET DEPARTMENT OUT. THE MAYOR STATED | ENTERTAIN A
MOTION TO APPROVE. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO



APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

15.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE CREATING
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR PARKING WITHIN THE CITY OF WEST
FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED WE ARE GOING TO TABLE THIS
ITEM TO A FUTURE MEETING.

16. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE VACATING
CERTAIN ALLEYWAYS TO THE FRANKLIN COUNTY PUBLIC HOUSING
AUTHORITY. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS THE ALLEYWAY RIGHT
BEHIND THEM, WE ARE NOT USING IT FOR ANY OF OUR PURPOSES. |
ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO VACATE THE CERTAIN ALLEYWAYS. CHIEF
SAILLIEZ ASKED TO CLARIFY WE ARE NOT VACATING THE ALLEY
WHERE THEY COULD DO AWAY WITH IT, WE ARE JUST CHANGING
HANDS? THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED THESE ARE ONES THAT WAS
ACTUALLY SUPPOSED TO BE DONE YEARS AGO. WE JUST LEARNED
THAT THEY WERE NOT, SO WE ARE FIXING IT. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

17.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING AGREEMENT WITH THE FRANKFORT COMMUNITY
SCHOOL DISTRICT 168. THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED WE HAVE BEEN
DEALING WITH SOME OF THESE HOMES, ONE IS A LOT THAT WE
HAVE ALREADY HAD A DEMO CASE ON, AND WE HAD IT DEMOLISHED
ALREADY. WE STILL HAVE A PENDING CASE ON, THE OWNERS ARE
GIVING THAT LAND TO THE SCHOOL. THIS IS JUST AN AGREEMENT
WITH THE SCHOOL THAT EVERYTHING WILL BE CLEANED UP AND
HOLDS UP TO OUR STANDARDS. THIS AGREEMENT STATES WHAT
EACH SIDE WILL DO. THE MAYOR STATED | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO
APPROVE THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING. COMMISSIONER
HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

18.THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING THE PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT 107 WEST
CLEVELAND FOR A BULK WATER STATION FOR THE WEST
FRANKFORT WATER DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED THIS



PROPERTY IS A LARGE AREA CLOSE TO ELEVEN ACRES, AND IS UP
FOR SALE. THIS IS A GOOD LOCATION FOR US TO PUT IN A BULK
WATER STATION. ONCE THE INTERCHANGE COMES IN, AND WE HAVE
THE BYPASS PUT IN WILL HELP CREATE A LOT OF TRUCK TRAFFIC IN
THAT AREA OF TOWN. THERE WILL BE MORE SPACE LEFT ON THE
PROPERTY THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO DO OTHER THINGS WITH IN
THE FUTURE. | SPOKE TO THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLACE THAT IS
SELLING IT, THEY ARE FIRM WITH THE ASKING PRICE OF $25,000.00. |
WOULD RECOMMEND WE DO IT, BUT | WILL LEAVE IT UP TO THE
COUNCIL TO DECIDE IF WE WANT TO PURCHASE THAT OR NOT. THE
CODES OFFICER STATED THIS IS A COMMERICAL ZONED AREA.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

19. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING A BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION AT THE WEST
FRANKFORT LAKE. THE MAYOR STATED SINCE WE ALLOWED A
GENTLEMAN TO TALK ABOUT WHAT HE WANTED TO DO WITH THE
PROPERTY. | BELIEVE THERE IS A LADY HERE THAT WANTS TO
SPEAK ON THIS TOPIC. ROBERT SIZEMORE WAS IN THE AUDIENCE
AND SPOKE, HE STATED | HAD NO CLUE THIS WAS REQUIRED UNTIL
THE CODES OFFICER CAME OUT AND TALKED WITH ME. | DO HAVE
MY FEIN NUMBER; | AM FULLY INSURED ON ANY VEHICLE THAT GOES
INTO MY GARGAE UP TO $80,000.00. | DO TWO VEHICLES A WEEK, OR
TWO IN A MONTH. | DO NOT SCHEDULE MULTIPLE VEHICLES AT
ONCE. THE MAYOR ASKED ON THE BUSINESS REGISTRATION
APPLICATION PART FOUR-LICENSE INFORMATION, DO YOU HAVE
CERTIFICATE UNDER THE SERVICE OCCUPATION TAX ACT? MR.
SIZEMORE STATED | AM NOT SURE; | DO EVERYTHING THROUGH MY
TAX LADY. | DO KNOW THERE HAS BEEN OTHER BUSINESSES OUT
THERE OVER THE YEARS. COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED ARE WE
ZONED FOR BUSINESS AT THE LAKE? MR. SNELL STATED THE
REASON HE IS HERE TODAY, IS TO GET APPROVAL FROM THE
COUNCIL SINCE WE DO NOT HAVE ZONING AT THE LAKE.
COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED IF SOMEONE WERE TO DO AN AIR
B&B, WOULD THAT COUNT AS A BUSINESS? MR. SNELL STATED |
WOULD THINK THAT WOULD BE DIFFERENT BECAUSE SOMEONE
ELSE IS IN CONTOL OF YOUR PROPERTY. CHIEF SAILLIEZ STATED DO
YOU SHARE A DRIVEWAY, OR ROAD WITH OTHERS THAT WOULD



INCONVENIENCE ANYONE? MR. SIZE STATED IT SHOULDN'T
INCONVENIENCE ANYONE WE ARE THE SECOND HOUSE ON
LAKEVIEW LANE BEFORE YOU CROSS THE BRIDGE. | USED TO HELP
OUR NEIGHBOR WHO RAN A WOOD WORKING BUSINESS, AND NO
ONE HAS EVER SAID ANYTHING ABOUT IT TO HIM. i NEVER KNEW
THAT THIS WAS SOMETHING | HAD TO DO. COMMISSIONER WARREN
ASKED THIS IS JUST DETAILING CARS, AND NOT DOING MECHANIC
WORK? MR. SIZEMORE STATED NO MECHANIC WORK, JUST
WASHING, WAX, CERAMIC CODING, AND PAINT CORRECTIONS. THE
MAYOR STATED | WAS EXPECTING SOMEONE ELSE TO SPEAK
TONIGHT, | AM NOT GOING TO NAME BUT THERE WAS CONCERNS
ABOUT POLLUTING THE LAKE. MR. SIZEMORE STATED ALL MY
CHEMICALS ARE DELUTED, | HAVE DRAINAGE THAT | HAVE DONE IN
THE GARAGE THIS WINTER. MR. SNELL STATED HE IS NOT USING
ANYTHING THAT WE WOULD NOT USE WASHING OUR CARS. IT IS NOT
A PROBLEM UNTIL IT IS A PROBLEM, THAT IS WHY | GOT IN THE
MIDDLE. MY INTERACTION THERE, HE IS THE SECOND HOUSE, HE
HAS A VERY NICE BARN YOU WOULD NOT EVEN KNOW A BUSINESS IS
THERE IF IT WASN'T FOR HIS SIGN THAT SAYS IT IS THERE. | DO NOT
SEE IT AS AN ISSUE. COMMISSIONER WARREN ASKED IS THIS
SOMETHING THAT THE LAKE COMMITTEE WILL BE USPET ABOUT?
MR. SNELL STATED IN THE FUTURE, THIS CAN BE BROUGHT UP TO
THE APPOINTED BOARD TO DISCUSS FIRST. COMMISSIONER
WARREN STATED WE DO NOT HAVE AN APPOINTED BOARD, ITS
MORE LIKE A COMMUNITY WATCH. THEY COULD DEVELOP AN
APPOINTED BOARD IF THEY WANTED TO. STANLEY MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

20.THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION
REGARDING A DONATION TO THE FRANKLIN COUNTY EDGE
PROGRAM (ENTERPRENEURIAL DEVELOPMENT, GROWTH &
EDUCATION.) THE MAYOR READ A PART FROM THE LETTER THEY
SENT US. OUR EDGE PROGRAM HAS NOW ENTERED ITS FIFTH
ACADEMIC YEAR, AND OUR COLLABORATION WITH REND LAKE
COLLEGE HAS YIELDED OUTSTANDING RESULTS. TOGETHER, WE
HAVE ENABLED OUR ENTERPRENEURS TO EARN AN IMPRESSIVE
TOTAL OF THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE COLLEGE CREDIT
HOURS. THIS TRANSLATES TO SAVINGS OF $50,085.00 FOR OUR



21.

STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES- A TANGIBLE IMPACT ON THEIR
FUTURES. | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO DONATE WHAT WE DONATED
TO THEM LAST YEAR. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING APPROVAL FOR TENT REVIVAL TO BE HELD ON THE WF
MALL GROUNDS MAY 30™ THROUGH JUNE 15T, 2024. THE MAYOR
STATED THIS IS FROM FAITH ASSEMBLY FELLOWSHIP, THEY ARE
BRINGING IN A GROUP TO DO A TENT REVIVAL OUT ON THE CITY’S
PROPERTY AT THE MALL. THEY ARE AWARE THEY CAN NOT ANCHOR
INTO THE CONCRETE OR DAMAGE THE PROPERTY ITSELF WITH THE
TENT. THEY HAVE PROVIDED ALL OF THE INFORMATION WE ASKED
OF THEM. | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO APPROVE THIS. CHIEF SAILLIEZ
ASKED WHAT AREA WILL THEY BE IN; WE LAND A LOT OF .
HELICOPTERS THERE. THE CITY CLERK STATED THEY WILL BE IN THE
GRASS. COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED IT LOOKS LIKE THEY WILL
NOT BE GOING INSIDE THE BUILDING THEY WILL HAVE PORTABLE
TOILETS. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

22. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,

REGARDING APPROVAL OF A ONE YEAR CONTRACT WITH
ARCHIVESOCIAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,547.40 FOR MAINTAINING
FOIA- RELATED ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS. THE MAYOR
STATED THIS IS THE GROUP WE APPROVED LAST YEAR TO KEEP
TRACK OF OUR FACEBOOK INTERACTIONS, MUNICODE AND NOW IT
WILL EVEN BE YOUTUBE, AND OUR NEW APP. THEY HAVE ACTUALLY
LOWERED THE AMOUNT FOR US. | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO
CONTINUE TO USE THEM. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

23.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN INVOICE FROM TAMMY

GWALTNEY IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,675.00 FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS



FOR THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED SHE GAVE
US A LIST OF ALL OF THE GRANTS SHE HAS SUBMITTED FOR
APPROVAL, THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF THOSE WOULD BE OVER 1.4
MILLION DOLLARS. | ENTERTAIN A MOTION TO PAY HER.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

24. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN INVOICE FROM MACQUEEN
EMERGENCY IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,599.92 FOR ADDITIONAL REPAIRS
NEEDED ON ENGINE 3 FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. CHIEF SAILLIEZ
STATED THE COUNCIL APPROVED A COUPLE MONTHS AGO | BEILEVE
BACK IN JANUARY, THE TOTAL FRONT-END REPLACEMENT ON
ENGINE 3 FOR A TOTAL OF $22,912.00 THAT WORK CAME BACK
$500.00 CHEAPER THAN BID. WHILE IT WAS THERE, | GOT A CALL
SAYING THEY FOUND SEVERAL AIR LINE LEAKS, AND ASKED TO
REPLACE THE WHOLE AIR LINE SYSTEM. | TOLD HIM TO GO FORIIT, IT
IS ALMOST TWENTY YEARS OLD IT WAS TIME TO REPLACE THEM.
THE WINDOW MOTOR ON THE OFFICERS SIDE HAD WENT OUT WHILE
IT WAS THERE. THE CAB LIFT CYLINDER TO RAISE UP TO WORK ON
THE ENGINE WOULD NOT LOWER ALL OF THE WAY DOWN. THIS ALSO
INCLUDES LABOR COSTS. IT IS BACK NOW, AND IS BETTER THAN
WHEN WE BOUGHT IT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

25.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN INVOICE FROM
USABLUEBOOK IN THE AMOUNT OF $7,293.00 FOR A HACH SL1000
PARALLEL ANALYZER KIT REQUIRED BY THE EPA FOR THE WATER
DEPARTMENT. SUPERINTENDENT WHITE STATED IT IS A NEW
REGULATION AND REQUIREMENT BY THE EPA. COMMISSIONER
WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

26.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN INVOICE FROM ESO
SOLUTIONS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,876.54 FOR YEARLY
SUBSCRIPTION FOR RECORDING KEEPING SOFTWARE FOR THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT. CHIEF SAILLIEZ STATED THIS KEEPS US COMPLIANT,



FIRE REPORTING, AND INSURANCE LOSS. FOR ALL OF OUR
INCIDENTS WE HAVE TO FILL OUT A REPORT THAT SYNCS UP WITH
OUR AMBULANCE RUN SHEETS. OUR MAINTENANCE, OUR
HYDRANTS, AND STAFFING IS ALL KEPT TRACK IN THIS SOFTWARE
SYSTEM. LAST YEAR WE COMBINED ESO AND EMERGENCY AND
THAT SAVED US ABOUT $2,000.00, THIS IS RIGHT ON TRACK FOR
SAVINGS AGAIN OPPOSED TO HAVING TWO SYSTEMS. REPORTING
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

27.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL FOR THE LIONS CLUB TO HOLD

THEIR ANNUAL FLAG DAY ROADBLOCK ON FRIDAY, JUNE 7™, 2024
FROM 4:00 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M. AND SATURDAY, JUNE 8™, 2024 FROM
8:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M. AT THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTE 149 AND
HIGHWAY 37. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

28.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE 2024 MFT LOCAL PUBLIC

AGENCY GENERAL MAINTENANCE ESTIMATE OF MAINTENANCE
COSTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $399,942.85. MIKE ROBERTS STATED THIS
IS YOUR ANNUAL MOTOR FUEL TAX PROGRAM FOR STREET
MAINTENANCE. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

29.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FOR

MAINTENANCE UNDER THE ILLINOIS HIGHWAY CODE REGARDING
THE 2024 MTF PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $405,000.00. MIKE
ROBERTS STATED THE FIRST ONE IS A LIST OF ALL THE OPERATIONS
YOU DO AS A MUNICIPAL ESTIMATION COST THERE IS A RESOLUTION
THAT APPROPRIATING THE MONEY OUT OF YOUR MFT ACCOUNT. IT
IS NOT DOUBLING UP; ONE IS IDENTIFYING THE COST. THE MAYOR
ASKED WHY THE DIFFERENCE IN THE AMOUNTS. MR. ROBERTS
STATED THOSE ARE ESTIMATED COSTS ON THE MUNICIPAL
ESTIMATE, IF YOU GO OVER THEN YOU HAVE TO REDO THE



RESOLUTION. WHAT YOU DO NOT SPEND GOES BACK IN YOUR
ACCOUNT. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

30.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE 2024 MFT MAINTENANCE

31.

ENGINEERING AGREEMENT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE #1 TO BROWN &
ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $13,826.55 FOR DESIGN
ENGINEERING FOR THE DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE PROJECT.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

32.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO TRANSFER LAKE LOT LEASE #34A

FROM VERNON & LOIS VEAUGHN (DECEASED) TO VERNON VEAUGHN
JR. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

33. CONSENT AGENDA

a. APPROVAL TO PAY BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $277,850.64

b. APPRVOAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM REND LAKE COLLEGE IN
THE AMOUNT OF $1,520.00 FOR FIRST SEMESTER OF A
PARAMEDIC PROGRAM FOR ZACHARY WORTHEN OF THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT.

c. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY
SERVICES IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,805.06 REGARDING THE SCBA
FLOW TEST & REPAIRS FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

d. APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM FAST TRUCK & TRAILER,
LLC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,591.23 FOR REPAIRS TO THE 2003
FORD F450 SUPER DUTY FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED



34.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS ~ CODE OFFICER SNELL STATED THE
FIRST FIVE PERMITS ARE ALL ROOF MOUNTED SOLAR, THEY ALL
MEET OUR REQUIREMENTS. | RECOMMEND WE APPROVE ALL FIVE
AT ONCE.

510 S. MADISON ST.FOR JAMES DAUGHERTY
303 E. CLEVELAND ST. FOR JAMES MCCOY
609 N. FRANKLIN ST. FOR MICHAEL CROW
1201 E. 8™ ST. FOR CONSTANCE SIEVEKING
1002 S. ODLE ST. FOR CARROL SIMS
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT PERMIT WAS FOR KROGER FUELING STATION SIGNAGE,
THIS MEETS ALL OF OUR REQUIREMENTS. COMMISSIONER WARREN
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT PERMIT WAS FOR A FENCING PERMIT AT 400 N. WALNUT
ST. FOR RICHARD GAREIS. THIS WILL BE WHITE PVC PRIVACY FENCE
GOING IN HIS BACKYARD, AND MEETS ALL OF OUR REQUIREMENTS
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE:ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT PERMIT WAS FOR BEN WYANT- SIGNAGE FOR MAD MAD’S
PIZZA. | ALREADY GIVEN HIM PERMISSION TO PUT SIGNS UP SO HE
COULD GET HIS BUSINESS OPENED. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT PERMIT WAS FOR ALL THIRTEEN SIGNS FOR STARBUCKS,

THIS INCLUDES ALL SIGNAGE EXPECT FOR THE POLE SIGN. WE HAD

ALREADY APPROVED THE POLE SIGN AT A PREVIOUS MEETING. THIS
MEETS ALL OF OUR REQUIREMENTS. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.



THE NEXT PERMIT WAS FOR A BUILDING PERMIT AT 801 W. MAIN ST.
FOR JOHN KOPEC. HE IS REDOING THE BUILDING, HAVING IT CLOSED
IN WITH GLASS. HE PLANS ON A RETAIL LOCATION WITH SOME ITEMS
FOR SALE. THIS MEETS ALL OF OUR REQUIREMENTS, | RECOMMEND
WE APPROVE IT. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR ARVIEW VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT PERMIT WAS FOR A POLE BARN AT 1313 E. OAK FOR TINA
WALLACE. SHE IS PUTTING IN A POLE BARN NEXT TO HER HOUSE,
THIS MEETS ALL OF OUR REQUIREMENTS. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
ARVIEW VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT PERMIT WAS FOR LOREN COLLINS AT 201 W. 7™ ST. HE
HAS APPLIED FOR A STORAGE BUILDING, | BELIEVE THIS IS FOR A
STORAGE CONTAINER. | AM NOT SURE WHAT THE RULES HAVE BEEN
IN THE PAST AS FAR AS A STORAGE CONTAINER GOING IN A
RESIDENTAL AREA. COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED IS IT THE
ONES THAT LOOK LIKE A TRAIN CAR? MR. SNELL SAID YES. | HAVE
NOT HAD A CHANCE TO TALK TO HIM MUCH ABOUT IT. BY THE
APPLICATION, THIS IS WHAT IT SEEMS LIKE TO ME. AS FAR AS
WHERE IT SITS, AND THE SET BACKS IT LOOKS GOOD. BUT AS FAR
AS WHAT IT IS MADE OUT OF, | BELIEVE THAT IS WHAT IT IS. THIS
WILL BE A TEMPORARY PERMIT. HE DID NOT APPLY FOR A SET TIME
FRAME. | THINK | NEED TO GET MORE INFORMATION ON THIS. THE
COUNCIL AGREED TO TABLE THIS ITEM. ITEM WAS TABLED

35.0FFICER’S REPORT ~

FIRE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2024. CHIEF SAILLIEZ
REPORTED THAT THEY HAD 164-AMBULANCE CALLS, 16-
RUBBISH/ILLEGAL FIRES, 7-BRUSH/FIELD FIRES, 1-MOTOR VEHICLE
ACCIDENTS, 2-FIRE ALARMS, 1-VEHICLE FIRES, 7 - FIRE
EMERGENCIES; (GAS LEAKS, POWER LINES DOWN, ETC.), 1-
STRUCTURE FIRES, 0-SMOKE SCARES, 5 -MUTUAL AID FIRE
RESPONSES, 0-MUTUAL AID AMBULANCE, 3 -AMBULANCE CALLS
TURNED OVER TO MUTUAL AID. FOR A TOTAL OF 207 CALLS DURING
THE MONTH. THE DEPARTMENT USED APPROXIMATELY 8,500
GALLONS OF WATER. THE DEPARTMENT COLLECTED $42,028.49 FOR



APRIL AMBULANCE CALLS.

POLICE REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2024. CHIEF PRUDENT
REPORTED OFFICERS ANSWERED A TOTAL OF 1,231 CALLS FOR
SERVICE. OF THOSE CALLS 22 WERE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS, 0 WITH
INJURIES. OFFICERS RESPONDED TO 37 DOMESTIC DISPUTES, 7
FIGHTS IN PROGRESS, 12 ALARMS, 1 INTOXICATED PERSONS, 8
BURGLARIES, 12 REPORTS OF CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO PROPERTY, 19
COMPLAINTS OF JUVENILE PROBLEMS, 26 REPORTED THEFTS, AND
32 COMPLAINTS OF DISORDERLY CONDUCT/DISTURBANCES. AND
OFFICERS MADE 17 STREET CONTACTS. OFFICERS CONDUCTED 167
TRAFFIC STOPS, WHERE THEY ISSUED 40 CITIATIONS, 140
WARNINGS, AND 7 LW-27'S. THERE WERE 70 ADULT ARRESTS MADE
AND 11 JUVENILE ARREST, RESULTING IN 102 CRIMINAL CHARGES
FILED.

DISPATCHERS ANSWERED 1,543 CALLS.

OF THOSE, 544 WERE 9-1-1 CALLS, 139 WERE WALK IN REQUESTS.
1,231 WERE FOR POLICE, 199 WERE FOR WEST FRANKFORT FIRE, 12
WERE FOR ABBOTT EMS, AND 2 FOR UNITED AMBULANCE. FOR THE
MONTH OF APRIL, WE COLLECTED $2,220.00 IN FINES AND FEES.

CODES REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 2024.CODES OFFICER
SNELL REPORTED PERMIT: 1~BUILDING PERMITS, 1~SIGN PERMITS,
9~ SOLAR PERMIT. RENTAL PROPERTIES: 16~RENTAL INSPECTIONS
PERFORMED. CASE ACTIVITY REPORT ~ 120 WHICH INCLUDES
DOORS TAGGED VERBAL WARNINGS, VEHICLES TAGGED,
INSPECTIONS OF VIOLATIONS, INSPECTIONS, CITATIONS ISSUED,
LETTERS SENT, ETC.

WATER REPORT FOR THE MOTH OF APRIL 2024. COMMISSIONER
WARREN STATED THEY MADE SEVERAL REPAIRS FOR THE MONTH
OF APRIL, METER VALVES, NEW METERS. WATER SAMPLES TAKEN.
WE HAD SEVERAL CONNECTS, DISCONNECTS, AND RECONNECTS.
WE SOLD $224.50 OF BULK WATER. A TOTAL OF 21,396.503 GALLONS
OF PORTABLE WATER WAS PURCHASE FROM RENDLAKE. CURRENT
MONTHS BILLING WS $220,437.06. WE HAVE COLLECTED LATE FEES,
AND FEES FROM COLLECTIONS.

36.MAYORS REPORT~

THE MAYOR STATED MAY 9™,2023 WAS WHEN | TOOK OFFICE, THIS IS
THE FIRST MEETING SINCE MY ONE YEAR OF TAKING OFFICE. | WANT



TO RECOGNIZE ALL OF THE PEOPLE WHO HAS BEEN PART OF OUR
SUCCESSES THIS PAST YEAR. COMMISSIONER HOWARD WAS
APPOINTED AT THE END OF 2022 TO FILL A VACANCY,
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFTEY, JERRY HARKINS
HAS BEEN ON THE COUNCIL SINCE 2011, LINDA WARREN IS OUR
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC PROPERTY, WHICH INCLUDES OUR
WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENTS AS WELL AS OVER SEEING OUR
NEW AND OLD CITY LAKES, SHE HAS BEEN WITH US SINCE 2019.
ROGER STANLEY IS OUR COMMISSIONER OF STREETS AND PUBLIC
IMPORVEMENTS, HE WAS ELECTED TO THIS POSITION IN 2021, BUT
HAS BEEN WITH THE CITY SERVING AS A STREET SUPERINTENDENT
AROUND TEN YEARS, BUT ALL TOGETHER ABOUT FORTY-SEVEN
YEARS. | ALSO WANT TO RECOGNIZE A FEW OTHER INDIVIDUALS
THAT HAS BEEN A TREMENDOUS HELP THIS PAST YEAR. THAD SNELL
WAS APPOINTED BY THE PREVIOUS MAYOR AS OUR CODES
OFFICER, HE HAS DONE AN EXCELLENT JOB IN THAT COMPACITY
HOWEVER WHAT SOME OF YOU DOES NOT KNOW, HE HAS TAKEN ON
A LOT OF OTHER RESPONSIBILITY AND WEARS A LOT OF HATS. BY
ORDINANCE THE CODES OFFICER IS ALSO THE ZONING
ADMINISTRATOR, WHICH MEANS HE IS RESPONSIBLE WE ARE NOT
HAVING FACTORIES OPENING UP IN PEOPLES BACK YARDS AND
THINGS LIKE THAT. WHAT WE ALSO CREATED THIS PAST YEAR BY
ORDINANCE IS A ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS, ANY INDIVIDUALS
THAT HAS BEEN CITED FOR VIOLATING ZONING HAD AN AVENUE TO
APPEAL THE DECISION. THAD HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN NOT
ONLY CREATING THE ORDINANCE FOR THAT BOARD BUT ALSO FOR
ORGANIZING THE MEETING, AND MAKING SURE ISSUES ARE
HANDLED IN A TIMELY MANNER. THAD HAS ALSO BEEN APART IN
NAVIGATING ALL THE RED TAPE AND REQUIREMENTS TO GET
STARBUCKS IN OUR CITY. THAT IS SOMETHING | BELIEVE IS GOING
TO CATAPULT US IN TERMS OF REVEUNE AS WELL AS A GENERAL
GOOD LOOKS, AND POPULARITY OF OUR COMMUNITY. SOMEONE
ELSE WHO HAS ALSO BEEN A BIG PART OF THE STARBUCKS
PROJECT, AS WELL AS GENERALLY ASSISTING ME WITH THE
TRANSITION, AND REALLY JUST FINDING GAPS IN WHAT WE DONE IN
THE PAST TO HELP US BECOME MORE EFFICENT AS A CITY IS OUR
CITY CLERK, ANDREA BOLEN. | WILL TELL YOU NONE OF THESE
PEOPLE WOULD WANT ME TO POINT THEM OUT AND ADDRESS THEM,
BUT THEY DESERVE IT SO | AM. ANY SUCESSESS THAT | HAVE HAD
THIS PAST YEAR ARE ATLEAST PARTIALLY DUE TO ANDREA. SHE



MAKES SURE THAT | AM WELL IMFORMED ON ANY MATTERS FOR
WHICH | SHOULD BE IMFORMED, AND GATE KEEPING THE THINGS |
DO NOT NEED TO DEAL WITH. SHE HAS BROUGHT SOMETHINGS TO
LIGHT, HELPS PUTTING WEST FRANKFORT ON A POSITIVE
TRAJECTORY. | COULD GO ON AND ON ABOUT VARIOUS PEOPLE,
THAT HELPS OUR CITY RUN SMOOTHLY. THERE ISNT ENOUGH TIME,
SO | WILL NAME A FEW OF THEM. ALEXA LEE AS OUR DEPUTY CITY
CLERK, WHEN ANDREA WAS APPOINTED LAST YEAR AS CITY CLERK
THAT LEFT A VOID IN THE DEPUTY CLERK. ALEXA HAS STEPPED UP
AND FILLED THAT VOID VERY NICLEY. CHRIS VETETO AS OUR
TREASURER, HE WORKS CLOSEY WITH OUR COMMISSIONER
HOWARD ON VARIOUS FINANCIAL MATTERS INCLUDING GETTING US
ON TRACK WITH AUDITS AND OTHER LEGAL REQUIREMENTS THAT
WE HAVE TO DO. PRIOR TO ME TAKING OFFICE, MIKE RIVIA HAD
ANNOUNCED HIS RETIREMENT AND HAS STEPPED DOWN AS OUR
CITY ATTORNEY WHICH PUT THE RESPONSIBLITY OF NAMING HIS
SUCCESSOR ON MY SHOULDERS. AFTER SOME BACK AND FORTH
WITH THE COUNCIL, AND OTHER ATTORNEYS WE FINALLY AGREED
ON KATE RENIK. KATE PROBABLY DID NOT KNOW WHAT ALL SHE
WAS GETTING INTO WHEN SHE AGREED TO BE OUR ATTORNEY.
BETWEEN DEALING WITH CODE VIOLATIONS AND CLEANING UP OUR
CITY ORDINANCES, KATE HAS BEEN EXTREMELY BUSY THIS PAST
YEAR. SHE HAS STEPPED UP TO THE TASK NICELY AND | DO NOT
REGRET NAMING KATE AS OUR CITY ATTORNEY. WHEN | TOOK
OFFICE, | ASKED NANCY HOBSON WHAT HER JOB TITLE WAS, AND
SHE HAD TROUBLE TELLING ME BECAUSE SHE DOES A LOT OF
THINGS THAT MOST PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY DOES NOT NOTICE.
NANCY IS OUR HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER, PAYROLL CLERK,
AND SHE IS INSTRUMENTAL IN MAKING SURE WE GET OUR BILLS
PAID EFFICIENTLY AND AFFECTIVELY. ONE OF THE CHALLENGES WE
FACED WHEN | TOOK OFFICE WAS HOW TO MAKE SURE THAT THINGS
RUN SMOOTHY IN CITY HALL IN TERMS OF STAFFING. NEITHER KEITH
OR | CAN BE IN THE OFFICE AS MUCH AS WE WOULD LIKE SO
JESSICA LEVANTI ANSWERED THE CALL WHEN WE ASKED HER TO
TAKE CHARGE IN SCHEDULING, AND KEEPING THE OFFICE SUPPLIED
SHE HAS DONE A FANTASTIC JOB. | WANT TO RECOGNIZE OUR
STREET SUPERINTENDENT MICHAEL BONNER, AND OUR WATER
SUPERINTENDENT JIM WHITE THESE TWO GUYS WORK VERY HARD,
AND PRETTY MUCH AROUND THE CLOCK TO MAKE SURE THAT THE
INFRASTRUCTURE OF OUR CITY IS RUNNING HOW IT IS SUPPOSED



TO. | ALSO WANT TO RECOGNIZE OUR POLICE CHIEF JOHN PRUDENT;
JP HAS ANNOUNCED HIS RETIREMENT A YEAR FROM NOW AND HE
HAS EARNED IT. JP AND THE ENTIRE POLICE FORCE IN GENERAL HAS
DONE A FANTASTIC JOB THIS PAST YEAR. WE HAVE A LOT OF NEW
BLOOD IN THERE AND | AM OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE FUTURE OF OUR
POLICE DEPARTMENT. DEREK SAILLIEZ IS OUR FIRE CHIEF AND HAS
DONE A GREAT JOB LIKE THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT HAS HAD SOME NEW ADDITIONS. WE HAVE HAD SOME
CHALLENGES IN TERMS OF EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES BUT WE HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO MANAGE SOME OF THEM. | AM HOPEFUL WE ARE
ABLE TO MANAGE THE REST OF THE ISSUSES SO WE ARE ABLE TO
HAVE THE BEST FLEET IN SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. WHEN | TOOK OFFICE,
| SAID | BELIEVE WE HAVE THE BEST POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT
IN SOUTHERN ILLINOIS, AND WE NEED TO LOOK LIKE IT, SO WE NEED
THE EQUIPMENT AND WHAT WE HAVE TO DO TO MAKE THAT
HAPPEN. | WANT TO RECOGNIZE OUR CONSULTING ENGINEERING
FIRM, BROWN & ROBERTS INPARTICTULAR MIKE ROBERTS AND MATT
TOSH. | AM CONVINCED THEY ARE THE SAME PERSON BECAUSE YOU
NEVER SEE THEM BOTH AT A MEETING AT THE SAME TIME. BOTH OF
THOSE GUYS HAVE BEEN FANTASTIC TO WORK WITH. MANY OF YOU
KNOW WE HAVE A HUGE PROJECT IN THE WORKS TO ADD AN
INTERCHANGE TO 1-57 AS WELL AS IMPROVING THE OVER PASS AND
PUTTING IN A BYPASS WEST OF TOWN. THESE TWO MEN AS WELL AS
THE FIRM THEY REPRESENT ARE ALMOST SINGLE HANDEDLY
RESPONSIBLE FOR BRINGING THAT PROJECT IN. THERE ARE MANY
INDIVIDUALS THAT WORK BEHIND THE SENCES BUT WHO ARE
FUNDAMENTAL TO THE OPERATIONS OF OUR CITY AND DESERVE
EVERY ALLEGATION WE CAN OFFER THEM. WHEN | TOOK OFFICE,
MANY PEOPLE TOLD ME | HAD NO IDEA WHAT | WAS IN FOR, AND
THEY WERE RIGHT. | HAD INTENTIONS ON MAKING SO MANY
IMPROVEMENTS AND | STILL DO. THE PART | TRULY WAS NOT AWARE
OF WAS HOW LONG THOSE IMPROVEMENTS CAN TAKE. | NEVER
USED TO UNDERSTAND WHY SO MANY IN GOVERNMENT FELT THAT
THEY SHOULD BE IN OFFICE FOR MULTIPLE TERMS, BUT NOW | GET
IT. IT IS DIFFICULT ONCE YOU PUT YOUR HAND TO THE PLOW AND
BEGIN TO CHART A NEW COURSE TO HAVE TO STEP DOWN AND GIVE
SOMEONE ELSE THE CONTROL OF THAT PLOW NOT KNOWING WHAT
DIRECTION THEY MIGHT TAKE IT. MANY PEOPLE THAT GET INTO
POLITICS OR RUN FOR OFFICE ARE TYPE A PERSONALITIES, WE
HAVE A HARD TIME LETTING SOMEONE ELSE DO THE WORK.



HOWEVER, BEING A LEADER MEANS BEING ABLE TO DELEGATE AND
TRUSTING THOSE WHO COME BEHIND YOU. | HOPE | AM NOT
BREAKING ANY RULES, | AM GOING TO PARAPHRASE SCRIPTURE
FROM THE BIBLE. PAUL SAID WHO IS PAUL AND WHO IS APOLLOS |
HAVE PLANTED APOLLOS WATERED AND GOD GAVE THE INCREASE. |
KNOW MANY PEOPLE BELIEVE DIFFERENTLY; | DO NOT INTEND ON
FORCING ANY RELIGIOUS BELIEFS ON ANYONE. | WILL SAY THIS,
WHEN YOU RECOGNIZE THAT THE PATH YOU ARE WALKING WAS
LAID OUT FOR YOU BY A HIGH POWER, IT CHANGES YOUR
PROSPECTIVE ON CONTROL. WHEN | THINK OF WEST FRANKFORT, |
THINK OF HOMETOWN FOLKS IF THERE EVER WAS A CITY THAT
EMBODIED THE HEART AND SOUL OF SOUTERN ILLINOIS, IT IS WEST
FRANKFORT. | KNOW SOME THAT HAS TRIED TO CHANGE WHAT WE
ARE AND MAKE US INTO SOMETHING ELSE. WHAT | HAVE FOUND IS
YOU CAN MAKE CHANGE WITH OUT CHANGING THE SOUL OF WHAT IT
IS YOU ARE CHANGING. STAYING ON THE SAME PATH MIGHT SEEM
LIKE YOU ARE RESISTANT TO CHANGE, BUT IT IS ACTUALLY THE
OPPOSITE. FOR EVERY PATH LEADS SOMEWHERE. THEREFORE,
FOLLOWING THE PATH WILL GUARANTEE THE CHANGE WILL HAPPEN.
AS MY TERM AS MAYOR, | HAVE VISIONED A PLAN FOR WEST
FRANKFORT FOR MARKETING PURPOSES | NAMED IT WEST
FRANKFORT WORKS. IF THAT NAMES INVOKES MORE QUESTIONS
THAN ANSWERS THAT IS THE POINT. MY PURPOSE IN RUNNING FOR
MAYOR AND MY PURPOSE TODAY IS TO GET THE CITIZENS OF WEST
FRANKFORT INVOLVED. THE FATE OF OUR CITY SHOULD NOT SOULY
BE IN THE HANDS OF FIVE INDIVIDUALS AND THAT INCLUDES ME.
INSTEAD IT SHOULD BE IN THE HANDS OF THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE
AND WORK HERE. MY PURPOSE IS TO INSURE THAT IT IS. IN THAT
SPIRIT | WOULD NOW LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU, SOME OF THE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS THAT WE ALL HAVE SHARED IN. AS | MENTIONED
STARBUCKS HAS BEGAN CONSTRUCTION, AND WE EXPECT THEM TO
OPEN IN THE NEAR FUTURE. KROGER HAS BROKEN GROUND IN
DEVELOPMENT OF GAS PUMPS AT THEIR LOCATION WHICH WILL
KEEP THOSE TAX DOLLARS HERE. IN TERMS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES
WE HAVE HAD SEVERAL INCLUIDING ELEVATED ESTHETICS LOCATED
ACROSS FROM HUCKS, MAD MAD'S PIZZA LOCATED AT 200 E. MAIN
STREET THEY JUST HAD THEIR SOFT OPEN AND WILL HAVE THEIR
RIBBON CUTTING THURSDAY, AND THE DIAMOND LOUNGE WILL BE
OPENING SOON. ONE THING THAT ALL OF THESE BUSINESSES HAVE
IN COMMON, OTHER THAN BEING LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATING



IN WEST FRANKFORT IS THAT HAVE BENEFITED FROM TAX
INCREMENT FINANCING. OF COURSE NO ONE INDIVIDUAL COULD
EVER TAKE CREDIT FOR TAX INCREMENT FINANCING, IT IS A STATE
LAW THAT ALLOW US TO INCENTIVIZE THESE BUSINESSES. WHEN |
TOOK OFFICE, | REALIZED WE WERE NOT TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE
OF THE PROGRAM. PART OF THE REASON FOR THAT WAS LIKELY A
LACK OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE PROGRAM OF WHAT WE CAN OR
CAN NOT DO WITH IT. THE TEAM | RECOGNIZED EARILER HAS BEEN
READY AND WILLING TO BE ABLE TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE
PROGRAM SO WE ARE ABLE TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF IT.
ANOTHER ITEM | WAS EAGER TO PUT INTO PLACE WHEN | TOOK
OFFICE IS WHAT THE STATE REFERS TOO AS ADMINISTRATIVE
ADJUDICATION. WHAT IT REALLY MEANS IS MUNICIPAL COURT. UP
UNTIL NOW THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT HAS SENT ALL CODES
VIOLATIONS TO THE COUNTY RESULTING IN LOSS OF REVENUE FOR
THE CITY AS WELL AS A HUGE INCONVENIENCE AND COST FOR
PERSONNELTO TRAVEL AND HANDLE THESE CASES. NOW WE ARE
ABLE TO HANDLE THESE CASES RIGHT HERE IN CITY HALL WITH A
HEARING OFFICER PRESIDING. THIS IS A GIANT STEP FORWARD IN
TERM OF MAKING CITY GOVERNMENT MORE EFFICIENT AND
CLEANING UP OUR TOWN. AND SPEAKING OF CLEANING UP, HAVE
YOU SEEN THE NEW AND IMPROVED WEBSITE? | WAS CONTACTED
BY A COMPANY THAT WANTED TO HELP US WITH OUR WEBSITE AND
PROVIDE US AN APP THAT CITIZENS COULD DOWNLOAD. THIS
COMPANY APPTEGY, WORKS WITH MANY SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND
OTHER MUNICIPALITES SO | WAS EAGER TO HEAR WHAT THEY HAD
TO SAY. AS YOU ARE MOST LIKELY AWARE THE COUNCIL DECIDED
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR OFFER AND WE NOW HAVE A BRAND-
NEW WEBSITE AND APP THAT WORKS WITH ANDRIOD AND APPLE.
THIS IS HELPFUL TO KNOW WHEN THERE ARE STREET CLOSURES,
WATER BREAKS, AND GENERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST. WHILE WE HAD
SOME GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS PAST YEAR, THERE ARE
MANY CHANGES TO BE MADE. OUR ORINANCES ARE KIND OF A
MESS, WE HAVE MANY THAT CONTRADICT ONE ANOTHER DUE
MOSTLY TO THE FACT OF A NEW ORDINANCE WOULD BE MADE AND
NO ONE REALIZED THE OLD ONE WAS THERE. THIS IS A HUGE
UNDERTAKING, BUT NOW THAT WE HAVE A SECOND ATTORNEY TO
ASSIST US, | AM CONFINDENT WE WILL GET THEM CLEARED UP THIS
YEAR. WE ARE ALSO IN NEED OF QUALITY CONTROL IN EVERY
DEPARTMENT, AND DOCUMENT CONTROL. THAT IS MOSTLY AN



INTERNAL ISSUSE, AND DOES NOT AFFECT THE CITIZENS OF WEST
FRANKFORT APPARENTLY. BUT IT REALLY DOES, THERE IS A GREAT
NEED FOR CROSS TRAINING AND CONTINUAL IMPROVEMENT IN
EVERY PART OF OUR CITY. | WILL WRAP IT UP WITH THIS OUR CITY'S
MOTO IS A RICH PAST & A BRIGHT FUTRUE, AND | EMBRACE THAT
WHOLE HEARTEDLY. WHILE THE WAY WE HAVE DONE THINGS HAS
WORKED BEFORE, THERE ARE SOMETHINGS THAT DOES NOT WORK
LIKE THAT NOW. IN THE PAST YEAR WE HAVE TAKEN A LOT OF
PROJECTS TO ENSURE EVERYTHING WE DO IS CONSISTANT IN OUR
VALUES AND TRADITIONS, BUT IS ALSO LEGALLY AND CORRECT FOR
WHAT WE SHOULD BE DOING TODAY AND IN THE FORSEEABLE
FUTURE. THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION AND NOW WE WILL
MOVE ON TO COMMISSIONER REPORTS.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS~

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED WE GOT THROUGH THE OLD KING
COAL RELATIVELY OK. YOU ALL HEARD THE POLICE AND FIRE
DEPARTMENTS REPORTS THEY ARE STAYING BUSY AND HANDLE
THINGS VERY WELL.

COMMISSIONER HOWARD WAS NOT PRESENT.

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED MICHAEL AND HIS CREW WORKED
HARD GETTING THINGS READY FOR OLD KING COAL. NOW THEY ARE
WORKING ON MOWING THE FIELDS THAT ARE GETTING HIGH.
TOMORROW THEY WILL BE SETTING UP FOR THE THRID PUMP
GETTING THAT GOING. THEY ARE KEEPING BUSY WITH EVERYTHING
THEY HAVE TO DO AROUND TOWN.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE WATER DEPARTMENT IS
WORKING HARD, THEY HAVE A PROJECT THEY ARE GETTING READY
TO START ON PRETTY SOON IN THE HEIGHTS WITH THE TOWER. THE
ILLINOIS EPA HAS INVESTED NEARLY TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE
MILLION DOLLARS IN DRINKING WATER AND WASTE WATER
PROJECTS IN ILLINOIS. THERE ARE NINE COUNTIES THAT HAVE
RECEIVED SOME FUNDING, AND WE ARE ONE OF THEM. THE CITY
WILL CONSTRUCT AN ULTRAVIOLENT DISINFECTION SYSTEM AT THE
SEWER PLANT. THE IMPROVEMENTS WILL ALLOW THE CITY TO
IMPROVE THEIR COLLECTIONS SYSTEM INFRASTRUCTURE WHILE
PROVIDING CUSTOMERS WITH ADEQUATE COLLECTION OF SEWER



FLOWS. THIS IS A LOAN OF $719,000.00 AND A FORGIVENESS OF
$323,000.00.

LAKE MEETING IS THE THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH, IF ANYONE
HAS ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS YOU ARE WELCOMED TO
COME.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS:

TINA ROSE STATED | HAVE A REQUEST FOR THE CITY OF WEST
FRANKFORT, THE TOPIC IS INEQUALITY IN SIDEWALKS, DRAINAGE,
AND SAFE PASSAGE ON STREETS, AVAILABLE PARKING AND GREEN
SPACE. | REQUEST CLEANOUTS AND PROPER PIPE LAYING AND
COVERAGE FOR THE DRAINAGE DITCHES NEAR N. BRYAN, LINDELL
AND N. VAN BUREN. PLEASE REPLACE ALL SIDEWALKS AND MAKE
THEM HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE. | ALSO URGE THE CITY TO MAINTAIN
THE DITCHES WITHOUT USING HERBICIDES. DISPARITIES CASUED BY
POOR SIDEWALK QUAILITY.THE NEGLECT OF THIS NEIGHBORHOOD,
ALSO KNOWN AS INFRASTRUCTURE DISINVESTMENT, HAS RESULTED
IN UNSAFE SIDE WALKS. STUDIES SHOW WALKABLE
NEIGHBORHOODS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR PEDESTRIAN SAFETY,
ACCESSIBILITY, AND GOOD HEALTH. INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE
MAINTENANCE PROMOTES PHYSICAL ACTIVITY, COMMUNITY
COHESION, AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY.MAINTAINING
THIS NEIGHBORHOOD’S INFRASTRUCTURE FOR A SAFER,
HEALTHIER, AND MORE ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY IS NECESSARY
FOR ADDRESSING SAFETY AND BLIGHT. CURRENTLY, THIS ENTIRE
AREA OF THE CITY HAS ZERO SIDEWALKS THAT ARE COMPLIANT
WITH ADA FEDERAL AND STATE STANDARDS. TRIPS AND FALLS
CAUSED BY BROKEN SIDEWALKS OR POOR REPAIR AND SLIDING
UNEVENLY INTO DITCHES CAN CREATE LEGAL LIABILLITY FOR THE
CITY.POOR SIDWALK MAINTENANCE INCREASES BLIGHT, CRIME, AND
DRUG ACTIVITY: IT COSTS EVERYONE WHEN CITIES FAIL TO HANDLE
ESSENTIAL MAINTENANCE OF WALKWAYS AND ROADWAYS. EVERY
HOMEOWNER IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD HAS DECREASED PROPERTY
VALUES THAT CAN BE TIED DIRECTLY TO BLIGHT AND NEGLECT.
ACCORDING TO HUD, BLIGHTED PROPERTIES AND POORLY
MAINTAINED INFRASTRUCTURES DECREASE SURROUNDING
PROPERTY VALUE, ERODE RESIDENTS’ HEALTH, DEVALUES LOCAL
HOUSING MARKETS, POSE SAFETY HAZARDS, AND REDUCE LOCAL
TAX REVENUE. FEELING UNSAFE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD CAN HARM
HEALTH. THE NEIGHBORHOOD ENVIRONMENT CAN INFLUENCE



PRECEPTIONS OF SAFETY. FACTORS LIKE UNEVEN SIDEWALKS AND
PERCEIVED PHYSICAL DISORDER CAN IMPACT FEELINGS OF
SECURITY AND WELL BEING. AT A TIME WHEN WEST FRANKFORT
HOLDS A CRIME RATE HIGHER THAN BOTH THE NATIONAL AND
STATE AVERAGE, IT IS CLEAR DEMONSTRATION OF THE STUDIES
THAT HAVE ALREADY PROVEN THAT BLIGHT ATTRACTS PROPERTY
CRIME, DRUG ACTIVITY, AND GUN VIOLENCE. THESE
NEIGHBORHOODS OFTEN INCREASED HEALTH ISSUES, DEPRESSION,
MENTAL HEALTH PROBLEMS, AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. OPEN
DRAINAGE DITCHES ON CITY PROPERTY: ALL RESIDENCES SHOULD
REMEMBER THAT THE OPEN DITCHES ARE ON THE CITY PROPERTY.
THEY POSE A HAZARD TO RESIDENTS AND COULD CAUSE INJURY.
THE CITY IS LIABLE FOR ANY INJURIES THAT OCCUR IN THESE
DITCHES. LIABILITY IS PROVABLE WHEN A TOWN OR MUNICIPALITY IS
OFFICIALLY INFORMED OF SAID HAZARDS. THIS PUBLIC REQUEST IS
OFFICIAL INFORMATION ABOUT SAID HAZARDS. THE NEIGHBORHOQOD
HAS UNPASSABLE SIDEWALKS AND UNMAINTAINED OPEN DITCHES,
WHICH REDUCE PROPERTY VALUES AND PARKING ACCESS. | SAW
AN ELDERLY NEIGHBOR CLEANING OUT THE DITCH, WHICH IS THE
CITY’S RESPONSIBILITY. SUPPOSE HE FELL AND WAS INJURED?
LEAVING THE DITCHES OPEN HARMS EVERYONE WHEN RESIDENTS
ARE FACED WITH DOING THE CITY'S JOB, AND THEIR ONLY CHOICE IS
TO SPRAY GLYPHOSATE (WEED KILLER) DIRECTLY INTO OUR
WATERWAYS. HOW SOON WILL SOMEONE IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD BE
SERIOUSLY INJURED OR HAVE DIAGNOSIS OR LYMPHOMA THAT IS
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THIS DITCH ISSUE? IN THE END, THE CITY IS
PUBLICLY NOTIFIED, AND ANY LIABILITY WILL REMAIN WITH THE CITY.
OTHER DANGERS: RESIDENTS ARE UNABLE TO PARK SAFELY DUE TO
ILL-REPAIRED DITCHES AND SIDWALKS. ADDING NO PARKING SIGNS
IS NOT THE SOLUTION. THE CITY NEEDS TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE
ITS INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR NEIGHBORHOODS.
WILL EMERGENCY VEHICLES BE ABLE TO GET THROUGH? COULD IT
COST LIVES OR HOMES? COULD ACCIDENTS COST US OUR
FIRETRUCKS? | HAVE A PHOTO OF A SIMILAR-SIZED TRUCK TRYING
TO NAVIGATE THE STREET AROUND PARKED VEHICLES AND
LEANING HEAVILY INTO THE DITCH TO GET THROUGH. THE
REQUESTS BEING MADE HERE ALL FALL UNDER THE ESSENTAIL
MAINTENANCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE CITY’'S
RESPONSIBILITY TO ITS NEIGHBORHOQODS. | HOPE THE COUNCIL
SEES THESE REQUESTS AS BEING IN THE TOWN'S AND RESIDENTS



BEST INTEREST. COSTS: THE CITY OFFERED TO INSTALL A PIPE AND
COVER THE AREA FOR $100.00. HOWEVER MANY HOMEOWNERS IN
THE AREA ARE ELDERLY AND ON LIMITED INCOMES, AND SOME
LANDLORDS ARE NOT MAINTAINING THEIR PROPERTIES TO STATE
MINIMAL OCCUPANCY STANDARDS. WE NEED TO CONSIDER THE
IMPACT ON THE NEIGHBORHOOD. ILLINOIS PROVIDES GRANTS TO
COVER SIDEWALKS REPAIR COSTS. IF OUR CITY IS ALREADY A
RECIPIENT, WE URGE OUR OFFICIALS TO HANDLE THE MATTER.
SPENDING MONEY ON REPAIRS ONLY FOR THE SIDEWALKS TO SLIDE
INTO OPEN DITCHES AGAIN IS NOT A WISE USE OF RESOURCES.
SAFE SIDEWALKS ARE CRUCIAL AND SHOULD BE TOP PRIORITY.
ONLINE IMAGES SHOW THIS NEIGHBORHOOD HAS BEEN IN
DISREPAIR SINCE ATLEAST 2010. | HAVE LISTED LINKS TO GRANT
RESOURCES. THIS IS THE FIRST STEP TO ADDRESSING THE BLIGHT
IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD AND MAKING IT SAFER FOR ALL RESIDENTS. |
AM ASKING THE COUNCIL TO APPROVE THIS GETTING DONE
IMMEDIATELY. | WILL SAY THIS WILL MATTER TO OUR POLICE AND
FIRE DEPARTMENTS WHEN YOU CONSIDER SAFETY. THERE WAS A
POLICE CHASE THIS PAST WEEK, WE HAD OUR OFFICERS RUNNING, |
KNOW BECAUSE THEY ARRESTED THAT PERSON IN MY BACKYARXD. |
ALSO USED TO WRITE FOR THE ALL OFFICERS IN THE UNITED
STATES THAT WERE KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY. | AM SURE IN THE
LAST THREE YEARS WE HAD AN OFFICER IN THE U.S. THAT DIED IN
THE LINE OF DUTY FROM INJURIES FROM A FALL. | AM ASKING THAT
THE CITY ADDRESSES THIS. COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED WHEN
YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT THE DITCHES, IT 1S HARD TO COVER UP
ALL OF DITCHES WITH TILE, BECAUSE THE WATER HAS A HARD TIME
GETTING OUT. THAT IS WHY A LOT OF THEM ARE OPENED SO THE
WATER WILL GO INTO THE DITCHES AND SHOOT OUT WHERE THEY
NEED TO GO. MS. ROSE STATED | CAN TELL YOU THAT IS NOT A
GOOD THING TO SAY BECAUSE THE DITCHES THAT ARE THERE ARE
NOT BEING MAINTAINED. WHEN | WALK AROUND MY NEIGHBORHOOD
| CAN SEE THE HOLES, WHERE ALL OF THEM ARE CLOGGED. IF THEY
ARE ALL CLOGGED, THEY ARE NOT DOING US ANY GOOD ANYWAY.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED WE ONLY HAVE FIVE GUYS ON
THE STREET DEPARTMENT WORKING ON THE WHOLE TOWN. YOUR
SIDEWALKS ARE IN BAD SHAPE AND | KNOW THAT, WE HAVE
WORKED IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ALREADY BUT HAVE NOT MADE
IT DOWN TO YOURS YET. WE ONLY HAVE SO MANY A YEAR WE CAN
APPROVE TO BUY AND FIX. MS. ROSE STATED MAYBE THE CITY



NEEDS TO APPROVE TO HAVE MORE PEOPLE HIRED. COMMISSIONER
STANLEY STATED | THINK MIKE ALREADY HAS YOUR SIDE WALK ON
THE LIST TO WORK ON YOUR SIDE WALKS THIS SUMMER.

37.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:54 P.M.
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