
 
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, November 10th, 2020 
 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN 

ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

OCTOBER 27th, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $163,804.28.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR TRASH 

REMOVAL IN THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED 

WE ARE GOING TO TAKE BIDS ON OUR TRASH SERVICE FOR THE 

CITY.THERE WILL BE A LOT OF DISCUSSION TO BE HAD IN THE 

COMING WEEKS BETWEEN COUNCIL MEMBERS, STREET AND WATER 

DEPARTMENTS. HE WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE THAT JENNIFER 

KEANER HANDLES SALES AND ROB WILMIE; GENERAL MANAGER 

FROM REPUBLIC TRASH SERVICE WAS IN THE AUDIENCE. ROB 

STATED THAT THEY WANT TO GET A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF 

WHAT ALL THE CITY OF WF IS LOOKING FOR IN A TRASH SERVICE, 

NEEDS, COST EFFECTIVE, CLEAN IMAGE, CARTS OR NO CARTS THEY 

ARE 95 GALLON MOST PEOPLE THAT PROVIDE THEIR OWN ARE 33 

GALLON. THE MAYOR ASKED ROB WHEN YOU ARE GOING TO PHASE 

IN SOMETHING LIKE THAT WHAT HAVE YOU FOUND TO BE THE MOST 

EFFECTIVE WAY? JENNIFER STATED THAT THEY WILL PROVIDE 

EDUCATION MATERIAL ON THAT SETUP THAT THEY CAN SEND OUT 

TO EVERYONE. ROB STATED THEY WILL PROVIDE US WITH 

ELECTRONIC DIGITAL MEDIA THAT WE CAN PUT OUT ON OUR CITIES 

WEBSITE. THE CARTS CAN GO A COUPLE OF DIFFERENT WAYS – 



THEY CAN SELL THEM TO US AT THEIR PRICE AND THE CITY WILL 

OWN THEM BUT THEN YOU WILL ALSO HAVE TO MAINTAIN & MANAGE 

THEM. GENERALLY REPUBLIC KEEPS OWNERSHIP OF THEM AND 

THEY MAINTAIN THEM FOR THE LIFE OF THE CONTRACT.  IF 

SOMEONE HAS A WHEEL FALL OFF A CART GETS RAN OVER WE WILL  

REPLACE IT OR FIX THE ISSUE. CARTS WILL ALLOW THEM TO LOAD IT 

WITH ONE PERSON AND THEY DO NOT HAVE TO MANUALLY LOAD BY 

HAND. WHICH REDUCES REPUBLICS LIABILITY OF INJURY. THEY 

WANT TO KEEP THEIR PEOPLE SAFE AND WITH COVID PANDEMIC ITS 

A LOT SAFER WAY TO HANDLE TRASH. FRONT LOAD TRUCK WOULD 

BE IDEAL FOR TRASH PICKUP. LESS THEY HAVE TO TOUCH IT THE 

SAFER AND MORE EFFICIENT THEY CAN BE. WHICH MEANS LESS 

COST TO THE CITY. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED IF THERE IS A 

FEE ON THE CART THAT STARTS MONTHLY ALONG WITH THE REG 

PER CUSTOMER FEE. ROB STATED IT WOULD BE BUILT INTO THE 

COST AND BE SPREAD ACROSS THE MONTHS. NO RENTAL FEE OR 

MAINTAINCE COST ITS JUST ONE TOTAL. COMMISSIONER STANLEY 

ASKED IF SOMEONE WANTED AN EXTRA CART DO THEY PAY 

SEPARATE FOR IT? ROB STATED THAT’S USUALLY A FLAT RATE AND 

THE CUSTOMER SETS UP THAT SERVICE DIRECTLY WITH REPUBLIC 

SO THEY CAN MANAGE IT OR CAN BE DONE THRU SEPARATE 

BUILDING WITH US THEY HAVE CONTRACTS THAT GO EITHER WAY. 

REALLY DEPENDS ON YOUR STRUCTURE IN THE WATER DEPT AND 

HOW THEY WANT TO MANAGE THAT. ITS CONSIDERABLY CHEAPER 

BECAUSE THE DRIVER IS ALREADY GOING THERE SO THEY ARE JUST 

PAYING FOR THE EXTRA WASTE IN THE SECOND CART. 

COMMISIONER WARREN ASKED IF IT WOULD BE MANDATORY THAT 

YOU USE THE CARTS OR WOULD YOU LET THEM KEEP THEIR TRASH 

CANS? ROB STATED IF WE GO TO A CARTED SERVICE THEN YES THE 

CART WOULD BE MANDATORY BECAUSE IT WOULD BE AN 

AUTOMATED TRUCK ON THE ROUTE. DURING THE HOLIDAYS THE 

DRIVERS WILL MAKE SURE TO CLEAN UP ALL DEBRIS LEFT FROM THE 

OVERFLOW OF TRASH THAT WEEK. LABOR DAY AND THE WEEK 

FROM CHRISTMAS TO NEW YEARS THEY GET HAMMERED WITH 

TRASH. THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE REALLY APPRECIATED THAT 

JENNIFER AND ROB WERE SO OPEN TO IDEAS AND WENT FIRST. HE 

ALSO STATED THAT THE CITY IS A LITTLE MORE RECEPTIVE TO 

CARTS THAN THEY WERE THE LAST TIME THEY ALL HAD TALKED. 

OUR PROBLEM IS THAT WE HAVE SOME LANDLORDS THINK THAT WE 

ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MESS THEY LEAVE OUT FRONT WHEN 



PEOPLE LEAVE OR GET EVICTED FROM THE RESIDENCE ON THE 

CURB. JENNIFER STATED THEY DO HAVE THAT ISSUE IN CITIES AND 

WHAT THEY DO ABOUT THAT IS A LANDLORD IS CONSIDERED MORE 

OR LESS A BUSINESS. SO THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO TAKE CARE OF IT. 

ROB STATED IF IT’S THE RESIDENT THAT HAS TRASH; THAT’S ONE 

THING BUT IF THE LANDLORD HAS CLEANUP PILES THAT’S A 

BUSINESS. MOST MUNICIPALITIES HANDLE THAT ACCORDINGLY. ROB 

STATED WHAT HE RECOMMENDS IS FOR THE CITY TO SET A SCOPE 

OF WORK OUTLINED TO GET AN IDEA WHAT WE WANT/ NEED SO 

THEY CAN COMPARE APPLES TO APPLES WITH THEIR 

COMPETITORS.ROB SAID SET A MINIMUM EXPECTATION BASE BID 

AND THEN ALLOW ALTERNATIVES. THAT’S WHERE REPUBLIC CAN 

COME IN SAYING HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS YOU WANTED IN 

THE BASE BID; BUT IF WE DID THIS, HERE IS THE PRICE WE CAN DO 

THAT. THE MAYOR ASKED WHAT DO YOU NEED FROM US? NUMBER 

OF HOUSEHOLDS, CARTS OR NO CARTS? JENNIFER ASKED WHEN 

THE CURRENT CONTRACT ENDS? COUNCIL RESPONDED THE MIDDLE 

OF JANUARY. THE MAYOR STATED THE COUNCIL NEEDS TO SET 

DOWN WITH 2-3 PEOPLE TO FORM A COMMITTEE TO TALK ABOUT 

AND GET INPUT FROM THE COMMUNITY SO WE CAN GET A 

DIRECTION WE WANT TO GO WITH THE SERVICE. THE MAYOR 

STATED THAT THIS ITEM WOULD BE TABLED UNTIL LATER.   

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL WAS A RESOLUTION FOR THE MAIN 

STREET BEAUTIFICATION GROUP TO SPONSOR THE FANTASY OF 

LIGHTS PARADE TO BE HELD TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH, 2020 AT 

6:30P.M. COMMISIONER SIMPSON ASKED WHAT THE ROUTE WAS ON 

THE PARADE? THE MAYOR ASKED WITH THE CURRENT SITUTATION 

OF COVID IF THIS IS SOMETHING WE STILL WANT TO GO ON?  HE 

THINKS IT CAN BE DONE WITH PEOPLE SITTING IN THEIR OWN CARS 

OR STANDING IN FAMILY GROUPS, HE IS NOT ASKING FOR IT TO 

LOOK LIKE A RALLY. ANGIE BAKER DEATON STATED THE PARADE 

ROUTE FROM IDA STREET TO JACKSON. NO CANDY OR ANYTHING 

WILL BE THROWN DURING PARADE BUT SANTA WILL HAND OUT 

CANDY ALREADY PREBAGGED AT THE SANTA HOUSE AFTER THE 

PARADE IS OVER. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 



REGARDING THE OLD CITY LAKE WATERFOWL COMMITTEE 

GUIDELINES.  THE MAYOR STATED THAT THE OLD CITY LAKE 

WATERFOWL COMMITTEE IS MADE UP OF KEITH VAUGHN, GUY 

WEBSTER, RICH MORTHLAND, RANDY HOUSE AND DYLAN VAUGHN 

THEY WILL OVERSEE THE DUCK HUNTING AT THE OLD LAKE THEY’VE 

SET UP SOME REGULATIONS. ED BLADES USED TO DO ALL OF THIS 

BUT HE IS NO LONGER ABLE TO, DUE TO HIS HEALTH BUT WE FOUND 

OUT THAT WE NEEDED TO HAVE SOME GUIDELINES SO THEY’VE PUT 

TOGETHER SOME THAT ARE KNOWN TO EVERYONE. THEY WANT TO 

DO AWAY WITH FLOATING BLINDS. ALSO IF YOU ARE GOING TO HUNT 

AT THE OLD LAKE YOU NEED TO BE A PAYING WATER CUSTOMER OF 

THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED IF YOU DON’T 

WANT TO PASS THIS TONIGHT WE CAN ABSOLUTELY CAN DO THIS 

NEXT MEETING BUT THE MAYOR ASSURED THEM THAT ALTHOUGH 

THE CITY OWNS THE LAKE ULTIMATE AUTHORITY BELONGS TO THE 

CITY. SINCE ITS NOT BEEN A PROBLEM THEY HAVE MANAGED IT 

VERY WELL, WE HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THEIR DECISION MAKING 

PROCESS THEY ARE AN HONERABLE BUNCH OF GENTLEMEN AND 

THEY ARE GOING TO OVERSEE THIS FOR US. THEY ARE GOING TO 

USE THE NEW RULES FOR THIS YEAR. THERE IS NOT GOING TO BE 

ANY LOTTERY THIS YEAR THE PEOPLE THAT HAVE BLINDS AND HAVE 

BEEN HUNTING OUT THERE WILL BE ABLE TO USE THEIR BLINDS 

AGAIN THIS YEAR. THE BLINDS THAT ARE OPEN HAVE BEEN OPEN 

FOR SEVERAL YEARS AND WE ONLY HAD ONE PERSON FROM OUT 

OF THE AREA THAT WAS INTERESTED AND THEY TOLD HIM THAT 

THEY WERE NOT GOING TO ALLOW ANYONE THIS YEAR BECAUSE IT 

WAS TOO LATE TO HAVE A LOTTERY AND IT WAS UNFAIR FOR OTHER 

PEOPLE, HE WAS FINE WITH THAT. WE HAD A RECOMMENDATION 

THAT WE PUT A SIGN UP AT THE LAKE THAT SAYS THAT THIS IS DUCK 

SEASON DURING THIS TIME AND THE DATES BUT THEY SAID THEY 

DON’T WANT TO DO THAT OR CALL ATTENTION TO IT. ITS NOT BEEN A 

PROBLEM BEFORE. THE MAYOR WANTS TO THANK KEITH VAUGHN 

AND GUY WEBSTER FOR SPENDING A LOT OF TIME AND RESEARCH 

ON THIS. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A POSSIBLE DONATION. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAD A 

REQUEST FOR A DONATION BUT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO TALK TO THE 



PEOPLE WHO WERE ASKING FOR IT, HE HAD A LOT OF QUESTIONS 

FOR THEM AND SO THE MAYOR STATED THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE 

ABLE TO ACT ON THAT TONIGHT. 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF CONTRACTOR’S PAY ESTIMATE 

#1 TO WIGGS EXCAVATING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $41,547.45 FOR 

THE MONROE STREET SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT. 

THAT’S PROGRESS TOWARDS GETTING MATERIALS, PIPE AND THAT 

KIND OF STUFF FOR THAT PROJECT WAS STATED BY A BROWN & 

ROBERTS MEMBER AT THE MEETING. COMMISSIONER WARREN 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF CONTRACTOR’S PAY ESTIMATE 

#1 TO WIGGS EXCAVATING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $59,774.62 FOR 

THE TAFT STREET SEWER REHABILITATION - PHASE 2 PROJECT.  

THAT’S MOSTLY STORED MATERIALS THEY HAVE STARTED WORK 

DOWN BY DOUGLAS STREET NORTH END SLOW PROGRESS AS 

STATED BY BROWN & ROBERTS REPRESENTATIVE. COMMISSIONER 

WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF RIGHT-OF-WAY BILL #1 TO 

BROWN AND ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,870.55 FOR THE 

TAFT STREET SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION -PHASE 2 

PROJECT. IT WAS IN THE PROJECT BUDGET ACQUIRING SOME 

EASEMENTS AS STATED BY BROWN & ROBERTS REP. 

COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING 

BILL #1 TO BROWN & ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,649.58 

FOR THE TAFT STREET SANITARY SEWER REHABILITATION- PHASE 2 

PROJECT.  COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 



12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BROWN & 

ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $13,876.50 REGARDING THE 

DESIGN ENGINEERING BILL FOR THE HMS OVERLAY PROJECT.   

COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL FOR VFW TO HOLD THEIR ANNUAL 

POPPY DRIVE ROADBLOCK ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH FROM 9:00 

A.M. TO 3 P.M AND SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH FROM 9:00 A.M. TO 

3:00 P.M. AT THE INTERSECTION OF ROUTE 149 AND HIGHWAY 37.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

14. OFFICER REPORTS: 

CAPTAIN ROB WILLIAMS FILLED IN FOR CHIEF ALLEN TONIGHT; READ 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT. INCIDENT ACTIVITIES: 156 

AMBULANCE CALLS, 6 RUBBISH ILLEGAL FIRES, 1 BRUSH/FIELD FIRE, 

4 MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS, 7 FIRE ALARMS, 2 VEHICLE FIRES, 8 

FIRE EMERGENCY (GAS LEAK, POWER LINES DOWN ETC.) 2 

STRUCTURE FIRES, 1 SMOKE SCARE, 4 MUTUAL AID CALLS. TOTAL 

CALLS OF SERVICE WAS 191. DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

THEY USED APPROX 68000 GALLONS OF WATER AND COLLECTED 

$12,628.98 FOR AMBULANCE CALL RECEIPTS. 

CHIEF PRUDENT READ THE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT. HE 

REPORTED 736 CALLS FOR SERVICE. OF THOSE CALLS 17 WERE 

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS, 3 WITH INJURIES. OFFICERS RESPONDED TO 25 

DOMESTIC DISPUTES, 7 FIGHTS IN PROGRESS, 16 ALARMS, 2 

INTOXICATED PEOPLE, 7 BURGLARIES, 9 REPORTS OF CRIMINAL 

DAMAGE TO PROPERTY, 16 COMPLAINTS OF JUVENILE PROBLEMS, 27 

REPORTED THEFTS, AND 75 COMPLAINTS OF DISORDERLY 

CONDUCT/DISTURBANCES AND 42 STREET CONTACTS. OFFICERS 

CONDUCTED 105 TRAFFIC STOPS, WHERE THEY ISSUED 20 

CITATIONS, 80 WARNINGS, AND 8 LW-27’S. THERE WERE 40 ADULT 

ARRESTS MADE, RESULTING IN 61 CRIMINAL CHARGES FILED. 

DISPATCHERS ANSWERED 1,210 CALLS. OF THOSE, 585 WERE 9-1-1 

CALLS, AND 120 WERE WALK IN REQUESTS. 736 WERE FOR POLICE, 



191 FOR WF FIRE, 14 FOR THOMPSONVILLE FIRE/EMS, 5 FOR ABBOTT 

EMS. AND ZERO FOR WILLIAMSON COUNTY. WE COLLECTED 

APPROXIMATELY $1000 IN FINES AND FEES. 

MAYOR JORDAN READ THE CODE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT      

15. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS: 

MARILYN GLENN 2110 EAST CLARK ~ IS BUILDING A 19X20 GARAGE 

AND HAS BEEN LOOKED AT BY OUR CODES OFFICE. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

JOHN STURGEON 603 E OAK ~ IS BUILDING A 24X32X10 POLE BARN 

AND HAS BEEN LOOKED AT BY OUR CODES OFFICE. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

16. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN EMERGENCY INVOICE 

FROM GALLAGHER BASSETT SERVICES, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$7,160.60 . THE MAYOR STATED THIS WAS A BILL IS FOR A MEDICAL 

EXPENSE. ANGIE BAKER DEATON STATED USUALLY IT IS PART OF 

OUR RESERVES AND THIS WAS SOMETHING OUTSIDE THE SCOPE SO 

WE NEED TO PAY THAT DIRECTLY. MAYOR STATES ITS FOR A 

WORKMENS COMP CLAIM AND WE NEED AUTHORIZATION TO PAY 

THAT. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

17. MAYORS COMMENTS:  THE MAYOR STATED THE NEXT COUNCIL 

MEETING WILL BE HELD NOVEMBER 24TH AT 10 A.M. IN THE MORNING. 

IT’S A REMINDER BECAUSE THE LIGHT PARADE IS THAT EVENING. 

WHEN IT COMES TO TRASH SERVICE WE NEED TO LOOK AT WHAT 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY, WARREN, AND THE WATER DEPT 

BECAUSE THEY DO THE BILLING SO WE ALL NEED TO GET TOGETHER 

AND FIGURE OUT WHAT WE WANT AND TALK TO REPUBLIC ABOUT IT. 

COVID IS SPREADING RAPIDLY AND THEY HAVE A LOT OF IT IN HIS 

CHURCH, WE’VE LOST FAMILY, WE’VE LOST PEOPLE THAT WORK FOR 

US AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS SO ITS NOT SOMETHING TO BE 

SCOFFED AT; BUT A LOT OF PEOPLE THAT ARE HAVING IT ARE 



GETTING ALONG VERY WELL AND HE THANKS GOD FOR THAT. MR 

MARAGINI ISN’T HERE TODAY HE AND HIS WIFE HAVE IT THEY ARE 

ALMOST OVER IT BY NOW, HE HAS ONLY HAD VERY MILD SYMPTOMS 

WE GIVE HIM OUR BEST. STAY SAFE. 

18. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE 

DEPARTMENT ARE DOING WELL IN BOTH DEPARTMENTS. OUR NEW 

POLICE HIRE MICHAEL WILLIAMS STARTED THIS WEEK. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED HE ALL IS GOING GOOD. 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED HE THE GUYS ARE DOING A 

GREAT JOB HELPING OUT AT THE GREEN SPACE, LARRY IS DOING A 

GREAT JOB TAKING CARE OF THE STREETS WHILE THE OTHER HALF 

IS UP ON MAIN STREET WORKING ON THINGS. 

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED SEWER AND WATER IS DOING 

FINE. TRYING TO GET SOME ROOTS OUT OF SEWER LINES HER TEAM 

IS TRYING TO KEEP THINGS FLOWING. WATER IS RUNNING. 

19. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  

SHANE TYLER WAS IN THE AUDIENCE AND LIVES ACROSS FROM THE 

AQUATIC CENTER. STATED THAT HE IS GOING TO BE ASKING A 

RETORICAL QUESTION IF AFTER HEARING WHAT IM ABOUT TO SAY 

WOULD ANY OF YOU CONTINUE TO ALLOW SUCH ACTIVITY TO GO ON 

OUTSIDE YOUR HOME? HE COMES HERE ON BEHALF OF HIS FAMILY 

AND HIS NEIGHBORS. INCLUDING STEVE LEEK, BRYCE LEVANTI, AND 

MATT DONKIN. MY CONCERN STARTED WAY BACK IN APRIL WITH THE 

UNDERAGE DRINKING THAT’S GOING ON AT THE AQUATIC CENTER 

PARKING LOT; AND B.S. PARKING LOT. MY UNDERSTANDING IS THE 

AQUATIC CENTER DOESN’T WANT THE TEENS THERE EITHER HENCE 

THE NO TRESPASSING AFTER 6PM SIGNS. IM NOT SAYING ALL THE 

TEENS HANGING OUT AT THE AQUATIC CENTER PARKING LOT ARE 

DRINKING BUT THE ONES WHO ARE, ARE LEAVING BEHIND THE 

EVIDENCE. LITTERED BEER CANS ALL THE TIME SAME WAY WITH B.S. 

IVE TALKED TO THE POLICE NUMEROUS TIMES AND THE CONSENSUS 

WAS I WASN’T TELLING THE POLICE ANYTHING THEY DIDN’T 

ALREADY KNOW. IT HAS SNOWBALLED INTO SOME TEENS 

DISTURBING THE PEACE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD WITH ALL THE 

ENGINE REVVING, SQUEALING OF TIRES AND SPEEDING. IF THE 



UNRULY TEENS WERE GETTING OUT OF HAND HE WOULD CALL THE 

POLICE AND OFTEN HE HAS. THE POLICE WOULD COME EVERYTIME I 

CALLED. NOW ONE OF THESE TEENS MUST HAVE A SCANNER 

BECAUSE NOW WHENEVER I CALL THEM SOMEONE ELSE IS FLYING 

INTO AQUATIC CENTER TO GET EVERYONE TO LEAVE BEFORE THEY 

COME. HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE TEENS WHO ARE BEING 

DISRUPTIVE GET A TICKET OR SOMETHING. THE PROBLEM IS STILL 

GOING ON 7 MONTHS LATER. THERE WAS AN ARTICLE IN THE 

SOUTHERN BACK IN 2016 THAT THE CITY WAS HOPING FOR THE 

PARK TO BE ANNEXED INTO THE CITY, SO THE CITY COULD BE ABLE 

TO TAKE OVER JURISDICTION FROM THE COUNTY TO GET 

VANDALISM UNDER CONTROL AND 4 YEARS LATER AND ITS STILL 

TAKING PLACE AND OUT OF CONTROL. TEENS HAVE GOTTEN WORSE 

OVER THE YEARS. IVE BEEN THRU THE CHAIN OF COMMAND, HAS 

TALKED TO EVERYONE WHO WOULD LISTEN AND HAS BEEN TO THE 

PARK BOARD AND THE AQUATIC CENTER MANAGER. WHICH BRINGS 

ME TO THE PETITION THAT HE WENT AROUND WITH LAST WEEKEND.  

THE PETITION STATES THAT THE TEENS ARE RUNNING AMUCK TO 

AND FROM B.S. PARKING LOT TO THE AQUATIC CENTER. POLICE ARE 

STILL CLEARING THE LOTS, IT MUST BE PROTOCOL, EVEN THOUGH  

YOU CAN SEE BEER CANS AND SMELL POT. I STARTED WITH MY 

ATTENTION AT BS PARKING LOT AND WENT EAST ON OAK STREET 

DOWN SOUTH LINCOLN TO CLEVELAND STREET AND EAST ON 

SOUTH MARION ROAD THE PEOPLE HE SPOKE WITH WERE 

CONCERNED ABOUT THE SAFETY OF THEIR CHILDREN, ALL THE 

SPEEDING AND DISREGARD OF STOP SIGNS, AND SEVERAL 

RESIDENCE HAVE TOLD THE TEENS TO SLOW DOWN ON EAST 

CLEVELAND JUST TO HAVE THEM TURN AROUND AND SPEED BACK 

BY AND YELL OBSCENITIES AT THEM. DISTURBING THE PEACE WITH 

ALL THE EXCESSIVE AND ILLEGAL PURPOSELY LOUD EXHAUST. HE 

HAS CALLED THE POLICE ON SEVERAL VEHICLES MULTIPLE TIMES 

AND THEY ARE STILL DOING WHAT THEY DO. HE HAS THEM ON VIDEO 

LAST NIGHT AND THE NIGHT BEFORE, ITS ALWAYS THE SAME ONES. 

HE NOW HAS A CAMERA ON THE PILLAR OF HIS PORCH TO MAKE 

SURE THEY ARENT VANDALIZING HIS VEHICLES. HE HAS 60 

SIGNATURES TO SAY THAT HIS FAMILY IS NOT THE ONLY ONES TIRED 

OF THEIR LIVES BEING DISRUPTED. MAYBE THE CITY COUNCIL 

WOULD WELCOME THE TEENS TO HANG OUT IN THE NON 

RESIDENTIAL AREA SUCH AS THE CITY OWNED VF MALL. THAT 

WOULD BE PERFECT. IM WILLING TO SIT DOWN AND TALK TO 



ANYONE THAT CAN HELP WITH THE SITUATION AND BE A PART OF 

THE SOLUTION.WE NEED SOME ORDINANCES AND WE NEED THEM 

ENFORCED; THIS IS BEYOND KIDS BEING KIDS THIS IS CRIMINAL 

ACTIVITY. HE IS ASKING THE CITY COUNCIL TO PLEASE HELP THE 

RESIDENTS OF WEST FRANKFORT AND BRING SAFETY BACK TO THE 

STREETS AND PEACE TO OUR HOMES.THE MAYOR COMMENTED 

THANKS SHANE FOR COMING TONIGHT AND ASKED CHIEF PRUDENT 

TO RESPOND. CHIEF PRUDENT STATED HE HAS TALKED TO MR 

TYLER BEFORE ON THE PHONE AND HE HAS SENT OUT EMAILS 

REQUESTING EXTRA PATROLS IN THOSE AREAS. WE HAVE BEEN 

THERE AND RAN PEOPLE OFF. WE HAVE ALSO RAN THEM OFF THE 

BS LOT AS WELL. FOR THE MOST PART PROTOCOL IS IF WE PULL UP 

AND THEY ARE NOT DOING ANYTHING OUTLANDISH THEN WE JUST 

MOVE THEM ALONG. AS FAR AS SOME ONE HAVING A SCANNER 

CHIEF PRUDENT STATED EVERYONE WITH A CELL PHONE HAS 

ACCESS TO SCANNER APPS ON THEIR PHONES. AS FAR AS THE 

TRAFFIC ISSUES GO HE WILL BE GLAD TO SIT DOWN WITH MR TYLER 

AND GO OVER EVERYTHING. THE PROBLEM WE HAVE HAD BEFORE 

AND MR DONKIN CAN TELL YOU AS SOON AS WE MOVE THEM FROM 

BS THEY GO TO VF MALL, WE REMOVE THEM FROM THERE AND GO 

TO THE PARK. ITS KIND OF A VICIOUS CYCLE. CHIEF PRUDENT SAYS 

HE HAS NOT HAD THE PARK REACH OUT TO HIM YET AS FAR AS 

WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE FOR HIM TO DO ABOUT THIS AS WELL. MR 

TYLER HAS OFFERED TO GO OVER TO THE PARKING LOT BEFORE HE 

GOES TO BED TO LOCK THE GATES TO THE PARK. STEVE LEEK 

COMMENTED THAT HE THINKS THIS HAS BEEN A PROBLEM FOR 

YEARS AND WE ALL KNOW IT. SOMETHING THAT NEEDS TO BE 

ADDRESSED. HIS BIGGEST COMPLAINT IS THIS PARK IS OUT THERE 

FOR EVERYONE AND HE DOESN’T CARE WHAT TIME THEY LEAVE 

THERE AS LONG AS THEY JUST TAKE CARE OF CLEANING UP THEIR 

MESS AND BEING SYMPATHTIC TOWARDS OTHER PEOPLE WHO LIVE 

IN THE AREA. HE ALSO REALIZES THERE IS AN ISSUE WITH TEENS 

BECAUSE THEY DON’T HAVE ANYTHING TO DO. SO BOTTOM LINE IS 

ITS NOT A NEW PROBLEM AND IT IS SOMETHING THAT IS IMPORTANT 

OBVIOUSLY TO SHANE AND THE 60 OTHER PEOPLE WHO SIGNED THE 

PETITION TO SAY SO. CLEVELAND STREET HAS A LOT OF TRAFFIC ON 

THERE AND IF YOU GO YOU CAN HEAR A LOT OF TRAFFIC WITH LOUD 

MUFFLERS. WEVE HAD ISSUES WITH DONUTS ~AND THEM THROWING 

ROCKS EVERYWHERE ITS BEEN A PROBLEM. WE NEED TO COME UP 

WITH SOME SORT OF PLAN OF ATTACK. PRUDENT STATED THAT HE 



KNOWS IN PREVIOUS YEARS THEY HAVE TALKED ABOUT LOCKING 

THE GATES BUT THE PROBLEM WITH THAT FOR US IS IF SOMETHING 

IS GOING ON OUT THERE AND THERE IS NO CARETAKER OUT THERE 

ANYMORE TO OVER SEE THINGS THEN WE CANT GET TO THE BACK 

OF THE PARK. MR LEEK STATED HE HEARD PEOPLE ARE LIVING IN 

THE WOODS IN THE PARK AND BEHIND THE PARK. A FRIEND OF HIS 

WALKS EARLY IN THE MORNING BEFORE DAYLIGHT AND HE SAW A 

LIGHT COMING FROM OUT OF THE WOODS AND IT IS A FEMALE AND 

HE HAS HEARD THERE IS A FEMALE IN THE PARK LIVING WITH A DOG 

AND SHE CANT TAKE HER DOG ANYWHERE AND HE THINKS SHE IS 

HOMELESS. LEEK ALSO STATED WEVE HAD SOME ISSUES WHERE 

PEOPLE WHO DO CARE FOR THE PARK AND CLEAN IT UP THEY HAVE 

TO DEAL WITH SYRINGES, ALL THE ALCOHOL ISSUES, EMPTY CANS 

AND BOTTLES BROKEN ON THE PARKING LOT, HAD A PERSON WHO 

LOCKED THEMSELVES IN A RESTROOM OUT THERE, THERE ARE 

SEVERAL PROBLEMS AND IT IS FOR THE PUBLIC TO USE AND HAVE IT 

FOR THEIR FAMILY. THE MAYOR STATED HE APPRIECIATES SHANE 

COMING DOWN AND THAT HE HAD TALKED TO HIM ON THE PHONE. 

ITS DIFFICULT THERE ARE GOOD PEOPLE AND THEN YOU HAVE 

THESE PEOPLE. THE PROBLEM IS THE MESSAGE ISNT GETTING 

THROUGH. THE MAYOR STATED FOR CHIEF PRUDENT AND 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS TO TAKE CARE OF IT AND IF MR TYLER HAS 

ANY OTHER ISSUES TO LET THE MAYOR KNOW AND HE WILL BE GLAD 

TO DO ANYTHING WE CAN. MR TYLER SAYS THAT THERE IS 6-7 OF 

THE SAME ONES THAT CAUSE ISSUES AND THE MAYOR STATED 

THAT MAYBE THEY COULD GET THE LICENSE PLATES OF THOSE 

TROUBLESOME TEENS. 

 

20. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:02 P.M. 

 
 

_________________________________       _________________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN           ANGELA BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 


