WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE, EXCEPT FOR COMMISSIONER SIMPSON; ALONG WITH
THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE
FEBRUARY 9TH, 2021 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS AND PAYROLL IN
THE AMOUNT OF $309,604.30. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS TO ACCEPT ANNUAL AUDIT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2019-2020. THE MAYOR STATED THIS ITEM WOULD BE TABLED SINCE
THE AUDIT WAS NOT QUITE COMPLETED. OVER THE NEXT TWO
WEEKS WE WILL HAVE A SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING TO APPROVE
THE AUDIT

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING THE ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF
PROPERTY DEEMED AS SURPLUS. GABE AND BETHANY YORDY LIVE
AT 606 N HORN THE PROPERTY NEXT TO THEM AT 607 N HORN PLUS
THE PROPERTY BEHIND THEM, BEHIND THEM IS ANOTHER SET OF
PROPERTIES PIN11-24-205-001 AND 11-24-205-004 THOSE TWO
PROPERTIES ARE IN THE FLOOD ZONE. ONE OF THEM HAS THE BIG
DITCH THAT RUNS THRU IT AND IM NOT SURE WE CAN EVEN SELL
EITHER OF THOSE. THE GOVERNMENT BOUGHT OUT THAT
PROPERTY WHEN IT FLOODED AND GAVE IT TO US. THE YORDY'S
OFFERED $1500 FOR THE LOTS BUT | NEED TO SIT DOWN AND TALK
WITH THEM AFTER | FIND OUT FOR SURE WHETHER OR NOT WE CAN
LEGALLY SELL IT. THE MAYOR STATED HE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH



CITY ATTORNEY AND COUNTY TO SEE WHAT OPTIONS WE HAVE.
COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED WE MOW THOSE LOTS EVERY
YEAR.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A
GRANT FROM THE ILLINOIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY’S
STRONG COMMUNITIES PROGRAM, ALONG WITH AN OFFICER'S
CERTIFICATE AND CERTIFICATE OF INCUMBANCY. THE MAYOR
STATED THIS IS A GRANT WE WERE AWARDED AND SPECIAL THANKS
TO ANGIE BAKER DEATON FOR GETTING THIS ACCOMPLISHED. WE
HAVE AN GRANT FOR $145,300.00 ITS FOR THE HOUSES WE HAVE
DEMOED. THIS IS REIMBURSEMENT FOR ALL OF THOSE.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE PROGRAM FUNDING
AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE STRONG COMMUNITIES
PROGRAM. THIS IS A COMPANION RESOLUTION WITH THE ONE
ABOVE. WHEN WE TEAR DOWN THESE HOUSES THAT WE'VE BEEN
DOING FOR OVER 10 YEARS, THIS WILL GIVE US SOME OF THE
MONEY WE HAVE SPENT BACK. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER
ACCESS CONTROL-HIGHWAY RELEASE TO THE PEOPLE THE STATE
OF ILLINOIS, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 605 ILCS 5/8-101 ET
SEQ. THE MAYOR STATED THIS A RESOLTUION ACCEPTING THE
RESOLTUION OF THE RIGHT AWAY THAT WAS DONATED TO US.
THERE WILL BE A ROUND ABOUT WEAR MCDONALDS IS AT, AND A
RIGHT IN WHERE MACH 1 AND TACO BELL IT WILL BE A RIGHT IN AND
RIGHT OUT. ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE THERE WILL BE AN ENTRANCE IN
A RIGHT IN AND RIGHT OUT. THE FRONTAGE ROAD THAT IS IN FRONT
OF MCDONALDS WILL NOW BE A CITY STREET. WE WOULD LIKE TO
HAVE A PUBLIC HEARING WITH THE PUBLIC BUT IDOT WILL NOT DO
ONE DUE TO COVID, SO WE MAY HAVE A VIRTUAL ONE, BUT WE WILL
HAVE SOMETHING IN THE NEAR FUTURE. COMMISSIONER WARREN
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR



JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM SANDNER
ELECTRIC COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,418.90 REGARDING THE
REBUILD OF THE FLYGT 5 HP PUMP FOR THE SEWER DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

10.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY INVOICE FROM SIDENER
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,737.45
REGARDING 2021 ANNUAL MAINTENANCE FOR THE SEWER
DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BROWN &
ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT $21,101.05 FOR PHASE 1
ENGINEERING INVOICE #14 REGARDING IL57 & RT 149 INTERCHANGE
MODIFICATION PHASE 1 ENGINEERING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

12.AN EMERGENCY REQUEST TO HIRE A NEW PART TIME DISPATCHER
WAS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL. ONE OF THE
DISPATCHERS BJ CUNNINGHAM HAD GIVEN THEIR RESIGNATION AND
THEIR LAST DAY IS FEBRUARY 25™. CHIEF PRUDENT STATED THAT
THE CURRENT DISPATCHER PUT IN HIS NOTICE SO THAT IS GOING
TO LEAVE US WITH JUST THREE FULL TIME DISPATCHERS AND ONE
PART TIME. WE DO HAVE TRACIE GRAHAM THAT IS IN A PART TIME
POSITION; IT IS CHIEF PRUDENTS RECOMMENDATION TO PROMOTE
HER TO A FULL TIME POSITION AND THEN BRING IN SHELBY LINGLE
AS A PART TIME DISPATCHER FOR 25 2 HRS. A MOTION WAS
BROUGHT TO THE TABLE TO MOVE TRACIE GRAHAM TO FULL TIME
AND HIRE SHELBY LINGLE AS A PART TIME DISPATCHER.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.



13.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS: WE HAVE A BUILDING PERMIT FOR
JOSEPH MARKS AT 211 N JACKSON THEY ARE BUILDING A GARAGE
AND STORAGE BUILDING AT 207 AND 209 N JACKSON THAT WILL
COST ABOUT $27,258.00. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

14. MAYORS COMMENTS: THE MAYOR STATED A POSITION AS A
DISPATCHER IS A SPECIAL CALLING. YOU HAVE TO BE ABLE TO BE
CALM WHEN EVERYONE AROUND YOU ARE FALLING APART, YOU
HAVE TO BE ABLE TO LISTEN, AND THE VOICE OVER THE RADIO/
PHONE AND HEAR WHATS GOING ON IN THE BACKGROUND. YOU
WANT TO HANG UP THAT PHONE UP AND GO HELP THOSE PEOPLE.
THAT'S WHY | WAS ON THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. ALSO THE AMOUNT
OF COMPUTER KNOWLEDGE NEEDED TO DO THIS JOB IS CRAZY, YOU
HAVE TO BE ABLE TO PUT ALL THIS INFORMATION IN THE SYSTEMS
AS IT COMES IN. YOU HAVE TO BE A SPECIAL TYPE OF PERSON TO
DO THIS JOB AND | WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU
DO. YOU'VE DONE A GREAT JOB!

BELIEVES EVERYONE SHOULD PRAY FOR OUR FIRE AND POLICE BUT
MOSTLY THE POLICE AS THE STATE OF ILLINOIS HAS PASSED A LAW
THAT MAKESIT VERY DIFFICULT TO DO THEIR JOBS. | NEVER
THOUGHT ID LIVE IN A COUNTRY WHERE CRIMINALS HAVE MORE
RIGHTS THAN THE CITIZENS. WE ARE GOING TO REGRET THIS LAW IN
2025 ITS GOING TO REALLY HURT SMALL AREAS LIKE OURS.

15. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE
DEPARTMENT ARE DOING A GREAT JOB AS ALWAYS. HE IS HAPPY TO
HAVE SHELBY JOIN THE TEAM, AND TOLD HER TO BE SURE TO
LISTEN TO EVERYTHING THAT BARB HAS TO SAY. HE HAS A LOT OF
RESPECT FOR BARB AND WAY SHE RUNS DISPATCH. POLICE AND
FIRE ARE DOING A GREAT JOB AS ALWAYS. WE ARE LUCKY TO HAVE
A LOT OF TOP NOTCH PEOPLE WORKING IN THESE DEPARTMENTS.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON WAS NOT PRESENT

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED HE THANKS SUPERVISOR
PRESLEY AND WHITE FOR DOING SUCH A GREAT JOB DURING ALL
THE ICE AND SNOW THAT THEY HAD. THE ROADS, ALLEYS, VF MALL



AND SIDEWALKS WERE ALL TAKEN CARE OF. PROUD OF THESE
GUYS.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED WATER AND SEWER IS DOING
GREAT. THE POOR WATER GUYS HAD TO GO OUT A COUPLE TIMES
DUE TO A BREAK IN THE FREEZING COLD. THEY ALL DID A GOOD JOB
THEY GOT THEM ALL FIXED.

16.AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS: MR HASTINGS A REPORTER
WITH A LOCAL NEWSPAPER SAID HE NOTICED THAT NANCY HOBSON
WAS EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH. THE MAYOR REPLIED WE HAVE
TAKEN OVER THE PAYROLL AND FOR YEARS IT HAS BEEN
OUTSOURCED. YES, SHE HAS TAKEN OUR NEW SOFTWARE
PROGRAM AND STARTED DOING ALL PAYROLL IN HOUSE SINCE
JANUARY. THAT WAS A WAY FOR US TO SHOW HER HOW MUCH WE
APPROCIATED ALL HER TIME AND EFFORT INTO LEARNING THE NEW
SOFTWARE.

17.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:26 P.M.
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