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Dr. Kelvin Butts

Dear Burr Oak Families, Students, and Staff,

Welcome to the start of an exciting new school year! As your Superintendent, I am thrilled to welcome both
returning families and those joining our district for the first time. Our team has worked tirelessly to prepare
classrooms and programs that ensure a safe, focused, and exceptional environment for every learner.

To support our students' academic focus, safety, and personal accountability, we are implementing key updates
regarding technology, punctuality, athletic eligibility, and student dismissals for the upcoming year.

Cell Phone Policy (State Mandate & Board Policy) 
In compliance with a new state law and Burr Oak School Board policy, students are not permitted to have
cellphones from 7:30 AM to 2:41 PM, including during lunch.

Confiscation: Any phone seen or used during these hours will be confiscated and brought directly to the front
office.
1st Offense: A warning is issued, and the student may pick up their phone at the end of the day.
Future Offenses: Parents/guardians will be contacted and required to pick up the device at the front office.

Student Sign-Out & Leave Policy

To ensure student safety and streamline office procedures, phone calls will no longer be accepted to excuse a
student from school grounds. Students are not allowed to leave school without a written note from a parent or
guardian. This written permission can either be emailed to the main office or brought to school directly by the
student.

Tardy, Disciplinary, & Truancy Progression

Punctuality is essential for classroom success. The following progressive steps will be strictly enforced:
Tardy Count                  Consequence
4 Tardies                       Mandatory Detention (24-hour advance notice provided to parents)
6 Tardies                       1 Day of In-School Suspension (ISS)
10 Tardies                      Converts to 1 Unexcused Absence

Note on Truancy: Continued unexcused tardies leading to unexcused absences will trigger formal court referrals
for truancy. As a member of the County Truancy Task Force, I will ensure these legal referrals are processed
strictly.

Athletic & Extracurricular Guidelines

ISS & Game Days: Any student serving In-School Suspension (ISS) on the day of a sporting event CANNOT
participate in that game or match.
Detention & Practice: If a mandatory detention causes a student to miss practice, the coach has full authority
to determine if the student will lose playing time.

Thank you for your partnership in reinforcing these expectations at home so our students can excel academically,
socially, and athletically. Let’s make this a wonderful and successful school year!
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Warm regards,
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Weather Information
In the event school is closed or delayed due to severe weather conditions,
or for other reasons the following radio and television stations will be
informed by 6:30am, or as close to that time as possible. 

Radio: WBET: 99.3 & WLKM: 95.9 

Television WWMT: Channel 3 

Burr Oak Community Schools will also notify families of cancellations and
delays through our automated system that will call and/or text. If bad
weather develops during the day, administrators use technology and other
resources available to make the best decision for the safety and welfare of
the students. However, students are not sent home before regular dismissal
time unless there has been significant notice given through radio
broadcast.

Free/Reduced Lunch
Great news! All students enrolled at Burr Oak Community Schools will

receive free breakfast and lunch everyday for the 2026/2027 school
year. 

Pesticide Notification
In compliance with the Department of Agriculture and Plant Management Division,

Regulation No. 637, Burr Oak Community Schools is providing notification when each
building in the district is treated with pesticide. All buildings are routinely treated with
a pesticide by Orkin Pest Control the first Friday of each month. Any questions please

feel free to reach out to the main office at (269)-489-2213

School Supplies
Basic school supplies will be provided to the students by the

school district. 

Alternative Education Options
Step Up – Students that may qualify for Step include, but are not limited to students

who are academically behind, beyond traditional school age, pregnant, or teen parent. 
My Virtual Academy– For those students that do not fit in a traditional brick and

mortar school environment. These are both free options for all students.
www.myvirtualacademy.com
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