
Sutton Public Schools philosophy for HAL (High Ability Learners) is to provide students K-12 with 
learning opportunities outside the classroom, applying the knowledge gained. Materials and 
entry fees are purchased for competitions or student activities. Our goal is to allow students to 
compete against other students from other schools at the state or national level academically.  
 
In order to qualify as a HAL student, the following criteria is established: All students in grades 
3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10-11 that score in the College and Career Ready range in ELA-Math-Science on 
the State Assessments qualify as High Ability Learners. Identified HAL students in grades 5-6, 
7-12, participate in Quiz Bowl competitions throughout the year.  
 
Summer 2022, the district offered a writing camp for K-6 HAL students in which the end 
outcome was writing, illustrating and publishing their own book.  
 
 
Note: If SPS students meet the State Assessment criteria in grade 8 then they continue to 
qualify as a HAL student throughout grades 9 and 10. 
 


