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   Hello everyone and welcome to January. I hope that you were all able to find some Holiday 

Cheer this holiday season. For me, Christmas break, is a great time to take a break from reality 

for 5 minutes and enjoy family and friends. To DP parents, DP stakeholders, and especially to 

DP students, I hope you used this time to re-charge your batteries, get ready for a start fresh, 

and took a break from the chaos that is a school week.  

   For my first topic, I would like to simply say thank you to all of you whom contribute to the 

day to day operations of Dakota Prairie Schools. We currently have 71 dedicated professionals who chal-

lenge, nurture, and educate, our students from the time they get on our buses until the time they arrive back 

at home. From Allison’s creative activities, to Cameron’s infectious good mood, and from Darren’s sense of 

humor that will always catch you off guard, to Mel’s caring demeanor, I simply want you all to know you are 

appreciated for the work you do and for caring for all of our kids.   

   For my second topic and with winter right around the corner, I would like to discuss what goes into making 

the decision regarding virtual learning days versus having in-person classes. As you all probably know, DP 

Schools is over 900 square miles of school district and a large portion of those miles are rural or gravel roads. 

Because of the rural nature and the overwhelming size of our district, I have always and will continue to er-

ror on the side of caution regarding weather related school announcements. Every year, I ask the same team 

of volunteers made up of drivers, administration, and teachers, from all over our district to give me infor-

mation regarding roads conditions, current weather, and upcoming potentially hazardous weather concerns. 

The information gathered, plus information from other sources are what helps me determine whether we do 

in-person instruction or if we are doing virtual learning. For the majority of weather events, I will decide in 

the morning, rather than the night before. In general, 6am is the timeline for announcing a late start while 

virtual learning will be announced no later than 8 am. If you have connectivity issues at your home please 

call your specific campus and ask for either the principal or technology coordinator. 

Additionally, if having internet at home creates a financial burden please contact 

your local telephone company and ask about the ACP Program.  

   For my third topic, I would like to discuss our options for winter activities. When I 

first started at DP, over 12 years ago, the activity options for the winter season were 

a bit lacking. As a student you could either be in basketball or basketball. As time has 

passed, the options for winter activities have increased year by year. We now offer 

basketball, of course, but we also offer speech, E-sports, and Lego 
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Robotics. Please come out and support our student-participants as they dribble, create, and mash those con-

troller buttons in pursuit of accolades and knowledge. 

   My fourth and final topic is directed 100% to our students. As you start the 2nd semester, remember that 

you have a fresh start, and possibly new classes or teachers. Please work hard to achieve your success during 

this upcoming 3rd quarter. Take advantage of our after-school programs and above all advocate for yourself, 

ask questions, and do not settle for anything less that what you find to acceptable. After all it is your educa-

tion, your start on changing your world. Go Knights! Go Chargers!! 

A Few Things, continued from page 1 

New Books at the  High School 

Cultural Guide to Anime and Manga by Pamela 

Gossin 

Always June by Kate Karyus Quinn 

Strikers: A graphic novel by Kiel Phegley 

What are the Risks of Vaping? by Bev Crawford 

Banned Books: Who determines what is appro-

priate for youth? by Meryl Loonin 

Tech Innovations Inspired by Nature by Don Nar-

do 

Bioluminescence: Nature and Science at Work 

by Marc Zimmer 

Exploring Chinese Mythology by Don Nardo 

Exploring Indian Mythology by Don Nardo 

Exploring Norse Mythology by Don Nardo 

Men of the 65th: The Borinqueneers of the Kore-

an War by Talia Aikens-Nuñez  

Fatal Doses: Fentanyl and other synthetic opi-

oids by Andrea C. Nakaya 

How do Credit Cards and Loans Work by Carla 

Mooney 

New Books at the  elementary School 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: No Brainer (book #18)  

by Jeff Kinney 

Who is Simone Biles by Stefanie Loh 

Who’s Afraid of the Light by Anna McGregor 

Home for Grace by Kathryn White 

The Duck Never Blinks by Alex Latimer 

Mine by Candace Fleming 

Letters in Charcoal by Irene Vasco 

If I Were President by Trygue Skaug 

Virginia Wouldn’t Slow Down: the unstoppable 

Dr. Apgar and her life-saving invention by Carrie 

A. Pearson 

Good Books for Bad Children: the genius of 

Ursula Nordstrom by Beth Kephart 

Jerry Changed the Game: how engineer Jerry 

Lawson revolutionized video games forever by 

Don Tate 

The One and Only Ruby by Katherine Apple-

gate 
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DAKOTA PRAIRIE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 

Wednesday, December 13, 2023, 5:00 P.M. 

DAKOTA PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL CONFERENCE ROOM 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Todd Jorde with board members Sarah Anderson, Penny Lip-

pert and Chanda Arneson present, Dave Blasey was present via phone. Also, present were Superintendent 

Jay Slade, Principal Jackie Bye and Lori Dahl, Business Manager. 

Guests: Darren Sheggerud and Nelson County Sherrif Curt Schwind. 

Curt Schwind from Nelson County Sherriff’s Department was present to discuss a school resource officer.  He 

stated he would be visiting with Lakota School board in January, the County Commissioners are interested in 

the program and wanted to see if Dakota Prairie would be interested.  He is going to get more information 

from schools in the area that have a resource officer. The timeline for implementation would be about a year 

as someone would have to be hired and trained, he believes there may be some grant money available for 

the program.  The board was receptive to looking into a resource officer. 

The board bills, financials and minutes were sent out earlier in the week.   

Motion by Chanda Arneson Second by Penny Lippert to approve the minutes as printed, the bills for payment 

and the financial reports as presented.  All in favor, motion carried. 

Dr. Bye reported on:  Elementary boys’ basketball 5th and 6th grade Lego Robotics.  The PK-3 Christmas Con-

cert will be on December 20th at 10 a.m., FCCLA will be doing holiday activities from 1-3 p.m. Homework club 

was started in the Elementary in November.   Gym Project, how to take care of the floor, keeping the humidi-

ty at a good level is important as not to void the warranty.  Also discussed the preschool policy and the pro-

posed changes for next year.  Dr. Bye will work on the changes and get it to the board prior to the January 

meeting.   

Mr. Slade reported for Mr. Johnson, we have a student who received a full ride scholarship to Emory College, 

we are looking for a part-time janitor, High School Concert tonight, and in the future will stay away from 

Wednesdays, finals are beginning shortly.  Vape detectors he would like to purchase, check out costs with 

area schools.   

Mr. Slade reported: 

Audits: We have been notified by the State Auditor’s office that they are processing our audits.  Mr. Rotunda 

is confident we will be approved and on track to catch up with the outstanding reports. 

The board discussed the current budget, the financial challenges and the need to make some changes.  This 

will be discussed further.  Discussed a possible idea for raising some funds to help in the costs for the ele-

mentary gym floor.  

School Board Members 

 

 Mr. Todd Jorde—President  

 Mrs. Sarah Anderson 

 Mrs. Chanda Arneson 

 Mrs. Penny Lippert 

 Mr. David Blasey 
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24-25 calendar suggestions, Mr. Slade wants to get ideas from everyone and then bring suggestions to the 

table.  What does the board want to see in the calendar, professional development, holidays etc. There was a 

board request that graduation date stay constant and not Memorial Day weekend and was it possible to 

match our calendar with Lakota due to the sports.  Mr. Slade will look at all the requests and see what can be 

done. 

The board again addressed the idea of a Nelson County resource officer, we are always open to having a dep-

uty in the building at any time for walk throughs, and at any of our events.   invite them to the buildings.  The 

board was open to further discussion but would like more research into grants that would be sustainable.   

Next meeting date set for January 10, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 

Motion by Chanda Arneson to adjourn. 

 

________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Business Manager    Chairperson 

2023-2024 PRESCHOOL 

If you have a child who will turn 4 years old before August 1, 2024, and have not 

called the elementary school (322-4771) to be added to the census list, please call 

by February 1. We will be mailing out registration letters the middle of February 

for Preschool for the 2024-2025 school year.  

Mrs. Kelly Johnson, middle school 

math teacher, is expecting. “Let’s 

do something fun for the gender 

reveal,” she said at our staff 

meeting. That got the cogs turn-

ing. Mr. Rose and Mr. Larson de-

cided to “wrestled” in front of the 

student body while students and 

staff cheered. It was a fun perfor-

mance. The victor: Mr. Larson. It’s 

a boy.  Congratulations! 
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DPHS Food Drive 

Recently, the Dakota Prairie 
Student Council held a food 
drive where a total of 180 
items were collected! Items 
were then donated to the 
Michigan food pantry.  The 
winning class will receive a 
pizza party.  The winning 
class this year were the 7th 
graders! Well done, crew.   

Service Projects for Seventh Grade 
Article submitted by Mrs. Kelly Johnson and Ms. Courtney Molstad 

   Grade 7B did two service projects this month! First, they held a blanket drive to collect blankets for the Pe-

tersburg Rural Fire Department. We collected 58 blankets to donate to the fire department and ambulance. 

Our original plan was to donate to Petersburg Rural 

Fire Department, but with the abundance of blankets, 

we were able to donate to other surrounding fire de-

partments. Thank you to all our community members 

for donating blankets!  

   Then, the students went to the Aneta Parkview 

Nursing Home for a visit to learn from our new grand-

friends and get some advice that they would give their 

7th-grade selves. Students got to visit with the resi-

dents and hear some amazing stories.  
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Congrats on Your College Acceptance 

 
Tyra – Lake Region State College  

Preston L – University of Jamestown  
Evan – University of Jamestown  

Kraysten – Northland Community & Technical College – EGF  
Landin – Bismarck State College  

Kamden – NDSCS  
Ty – NDSCS  

Preston B – NDSCS  
Jason – NDSCS  

Sarah – Emory University  

Words of Wisdom 
Article submitted by Mr. Darren Sheggerud 

 
   For the December culminating activity for the "We 
are Connected" 7-Mindsets unit, the seventh-grade 
A group wrote personalized letters to the 6th grade 
class at Dakota Prairie Elementary.  The goal for the 
activity was to offer advice, insights, and encourage-
ment with the hope of minimizing anxiety as the 
elementary spring graduates prepare for success as 
they transition and anticipate the arrival of 
7th grade.   

FAFSA will open December 31st. 
Both you and your senior will need 
their own accounts in order to ap-
ply. Use this link to find the account 
creation website. This is now 
open. https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/
create-account/launch 

SSgt Kayla Conroy with the Air National 
Guard visited with interested students about 
the perks of joining. The Air Guard hires part 
and full time. They also financially support 
students in the ROTC program at UND and 
NDSU. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2Ffsa-id%2Fcreate-account%2Flaunch&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.A.Johnson%40k12.nd.us%7C98735cd8f93542fc2d5008dbfb554a36%7Cdbbf782acef14af186c81f9201061db6%7C0%7C0%7C638380115950877245%7
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2Ffsa-id%2Fcreate-account%2Flaunch&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.A.Johnson%40k12.nd.us%7C98735cd8f93542fc2d5008dbfb554a36%7Cdbbf782acef14af186c81f9201061db6%7C0%7C0%7C638380115950877245%7
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Sarah Fleshman, senior at DPHS and resident of 
Whitman, has been selected for a QuestBridge 
full ride scholarship. QuestBridge connects high-
achieving seniors from qualified income families 
to win full four-year scholarships to the top 50 
colleges in the nation. She will be attending 
Emory University in Georgia in the hopes of be-
coming a lawyer working with civil rights. The 
scholarship also covers the full cost of travel, tui-
tion, dorms, meal plan, and supplies. This is an 
incredible honor. Please wish Sarah good luck 
and congratulations! 

Two Nominees for UJ Scholarship 

Congrats to Evan and Preston L for being in-

vited to the University of Jamestown Wilson 

Scholarship Competition. In order to com-

pete for the full ride scholarship, they had to 

attend an Honors Event where they were in-

terviewed. Congrats on being a nominee. 

What can my senior be doing to pre-
pare for scholarships?  
I would suggest writing a 300 word personal 
essay that includes your college plans, in-
tended major, career goals, life dreams, and 
anything unique about you (special awards, 
overcoming a hardship, sports, activities, 4-
H, etc). No need to get into details, just a 
brief mention is good. I'd also include a sen-
tence about wanting to return to a small 
town if that is desired. Some scholarships 
give bonus points if this is part of their 
dream. 

Jayden Bondy was selected as this year's DAR 
Good Citizen. She is now eligible to apply for a 
scholarship. This award recognizes and rewards 
high school seniors who possess the qualities 
of dependability, service, leadership, and patri-
otism in their homes, schools, and communi-
ties.  
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Jessie Monsebroten, 11th grader, helps junior 
high students with their homework. 

Alumni Day speakers from the Class of 2023, 
Lydia, Rylan, and Tristyn, spoke to the juniors 
and seniors about their college experiences 

Leading Edge Equipment presented to DPHS 
students about the careers they offer. We 
learned about the parts department, sales, 
service and technology/GPS. We also learned 
about automation and that self-driving trac-
tors will increase the need for more people 
to work at their locations, simply due to 
farming happening a full 24 hours a day. 

Re-Charge Your Wardrobe 

We have started a free closet that students at 

DPHS can "shop" at. We have collected very 

gently used, on-trend items ranging from 

hoodies to basketball shoes to cowboy boots 

to jeans. Students who may need any extra 

item or a whole wardrobe can talk to Ms. 

Beckstrom or any teacher they feel comforta-

ble with. This is a free program established by 

the good folks in our communities.  
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Reality Check 

Tenth and eleventh graders participated in 

the annual ‘Reality Check’ program organized 

by the Farmers and Merchant State Bank of 

ND. This program is modeled after highly suc-

cessful financial awareness programs used in 

other states. The purpose is to help students 

learn to manage their money correctly early 

on to avoid costly mistakes later.  



~ Elementary News ~ 
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From the Desk of Dr. Jackie Bye…  

   Happy New Year and a Wonderful 2024!! The elementary ended December 2023 with 
some fun and festive activities for both students and staff. The students participated in holi-
day bingo, and a Christmas Song Dance Competition. For the dance competition, each 
grade chose a song to make up a short 1-2 minute dance too. There were seven judges who 
scored the grade based on holiday  symbols. Whichever symbol they received the most of is 
the type of candy they received as their award. It was a lot of fun to see the dance moves 
and the enthusiasm from the students and staff. There is a lot of talent in them all!  

   For two weeks in December the elementary staff participat-

ed in teams of five in The Great Gingerbread Man Hunt. Each 

day 15 paper gingerbread men were hidden around the 

school. The teams had all day and night to find them. Each 

one found and turned in, earned them a point for their team. 

Over the course of the two weeks there were a lot of laughs, 

searches, frustrations, and lost gingerbread men. In all there 

were 165 gingerbread men hidden and 161 were found!! The 

Yellow Team consisting of (Left to right:) Mrs. Wentz, Mrs. 

Huso, Mrs. Walter, Ms. Bina, and Mrs. Kueber (not pictured) 

were the winners with a total of 64 found gingerbread men.  

   In December the 5th and 6th Grade students had the opportunity to join the LEGO Robotics team. They have 

been busy 2-3 days a week after school preparing their LEGO Robot, along with Coach Mr. Beglau, for com-

petitions in the end of January and February. More information about this will be made available when the 

dates and times are set. In all there are 22 students participating.  

   The elementary ended the month of December with another spectacular Christmas Concert performed by 

the Preschool through 3rd Graders under the direction of Ms. Stephanie Bina. Thank you Ms. Bina for instil-

ling the love and fun of music into the students.  

   In the afternoon of December 20, the high school FCCLA group and their advisor Mrs. Renae Schanilec 

spent the afternoon doing activities with the students. They did a great job, and the students had a wonderful 

time.  

   The Nelson County Spelling Bee will take place on Wednesday, February 21, in Lakota this year.  Please 

look for more information in the February Knightreader. Students have been studying and taking tests in De-

cember and beginning of January to determine who will qualify in grades 3-8 to participate in the Spelling 

Bee. Those participants will be announced, and their families notified at the end of January.  

   Last year the elementary implemented a semester report card, instead of the traditional quarter report 

card. We have parent teacher conferences at the quarter break time. The conference time is our opportunity 

to update parents on their child’s progress to that point and let the parent know what areas the child needs 

to work more on within the semester to become proficient by the time the semester ends, and the grade is 

recorded on the report card. With elementary students the first semester grade and the second semester 

grade are averaged for the yearly grade which is the historical grade recorded for that school year. As with 

everything we do, our main goal is to always Grow the Whole Child. The “whole child” does need time to 
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~ Elementary News ~ 

learn, grow and improve upon themselves, and by giving them the whole semester  to do this, we feel the 

report card grade will be a better indicator of the students’ knowledge. Report cards for semester one of 

2023 were sent home with students on January 4, or mailed to parents if that is what was indicated in Pow-

erSchool. If you have not received your child’s report card by the time you read this, please call the school 

and we can send a new one.  

   If you ever have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me. You can call 322-4771 or email me 
Jackie.bye@k12.nd.us  or stop by.   

3
rd
 Grade Art Enrichment Contest 

Article submitted by Mrs. Teri Huso 

Students in Mrs. Huso’s third grade enrichment painted these Christ-

mas scenes with acrylic on wooden plaques. Students and staff voted 

for their favorites before Christmas break. Third place was a tie and 

honorable mention was just two votes shy of making that a three-

way tie. 

Do you want to build a snowman? 

mailto:Jackie.bye@k12.nd.us


AR Awards November 2023  

25 Points 

Julia Fernandez  
Preston Hilliard  
Cynthia Messner  
Kensley Stephen  
   
  

50 Points 

 Aubrey Corby  
Ahnalee Kueber  
Nash Avdem  
Kaidence Albrecht  
  

   

200 Points 

Ezio Bellah  
Fiona Klein  
Annie Walter  
  
   
700 Points 

Hadley Strand   
  

   
2,500 Points 

Nathan Beglau   
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~ Elementary News ~ 

Elks Hoops Shoot Winners  

Thank you to Mrs. Traci Sand for continuing to volunteer her time to implement the Elks Hoop Shoot Compe-

tition at Dakota Prairie. This contest was held in December. There were 75 contestants. The ages group is 

from 8-13 years old. Mrs. Sand commends all the contestants for their great sportsmanship! She handed out 

information to the winners who have the opportunity to go on to the next level of competition.  

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

8-9 YR GIRLS: 1ST: AUBRIELLE MORK    RUNNERUP: MILA WATKINS 

8-9 YR BOYS: 1ST: NASH AVDEM      RUNNERUP: RHETT MESSNER 

 

10-11 YR GIRLS: 1ST : RAE MARESH      RUNNERUP: SIENA DAHL 

10-11 YR BOYS: 1ST: NOLAN LUNDEBY     RUNNERUP: TAYTE BLASEY 

 

12-13 YR GIRLS: LILLY SCHNEIDER       RUNNERUP: AUBREE CHRISTINSON 

12-13 BOYS: ELLIOTT KUEBER              RUNNERUP: RONEN MCKAY 

Dakota Prairie Elementary  

Concert Dates 

 

Midwinter Follies-March 19, 2024 

7:00        Grades 4-6  

6
th

 Grade Graduation & Musical Perfor-

mance -April 26, 2024 

           7:00       Grade 6 

Spring Concert-May 16, 2024  

7:00        Grades 1-5 

Kindergarten Graduation & Preschool 

Spring Concert- May 21, 2024  

10:00      Grades Pk & K 



Page 15 Dakota Prairie Knight Reader 

Math Carnival 
Article submitted by Ms. Haley Klefstad 

   During the week before break, Ms. Aalands 6th grade math students hosted a 

math carnival for Mrs. Klefstad's first grade students.  Given a list of 1st grade 

math concepts, the sixth graders worked in teams to design and build carnival 

games around those skills complete with tickets and even prizes! Students got a 

chance to visit each game, solve math problems and attempt feats of skill to earn 

a prize.  The 6th grade projects were well-designed and the 1st graders had a 

wonderful time!  

Preschool and 
Kindergarten 
went caroling to 
five locations in 
McVille to help 
spread holiday 
cheer! 

~ Elementary News ~ 
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January 2024 

January 3—School Resumes 

January 10—School Board Meeting @ HS  7pm 

January 13—Boys BB vs. North Board @ McVille 

January 15—No school: MLKJ Day / Teacher PD 

  Girls BB vs. Hatton-Northwood @ McVille 

January 23—Girls BB vs. NRS @ McVille 

January 25— Boys BB vs. Drayton-VE @ McVille 

 

Please check the Dakota Prairie Home Page for 

the most current Activities Schedules  

https://www.dakota-prairie.k12.nd.us 

Dakota Prairie does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, or age, in its programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 

Dakota Prairie Superintendent has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies. (Supt. Jay B. Slade, P.O. Box 37, Petersburg, ND, 58272, 701-345-8233, jay.slade@k12.nd.us).  

Title IX Coordinator: Dakota Prairie Superintendent – District Office Phone Number 701-345-8233 (Supt. Jay B. Slade, P.O. Box 37, Petersburg, ND, 58272, 701-345-8233, jay.slade@k12.nd.us).  

Dakota Prairie 

Course Descriptions 

Future Dates of Interest 

Jan 3—Back from Holiday break 
Jan 15—No school: Teacher PD 
Feb 19—No school: Presidents Day 
Feb 29-Mar 1—No school: Spring Break 
Mar 11—P/T Conferences @ Elem 
 Early out at 1:30 pm 
Mar 14-15 — No school: Spring Break 
Mar 29– Easter Break 
Apr 1—Easter Holiday/Snow Day 
May 23—End of Second Semester 
May 26—Graduation 

https://www.dakota-prairie.k12.nd.us
mailto:jay.slade@k12.nd.us
mailto:jay.slade@k12.nd.us

