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WHAT ARE PSSA EXAMS?

PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM OF 

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT

GRADES 3–8 MEASURES PROFICIENCY IN 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS, MATH, 

AND SCIENCE



WHAT ARE KEYSTONE EXAMS?

END-OF-COURSE EXAMS FOR 

HIGH SCHOOL-LEVEL SUBJECTS

ALGEBRA I, BIOLOGY, LITERATURE SOME MIDDLE SCHOOL 

STUDENTS MAY TAKE THEM IF 

ENROLLED IN THESE COURSES



WHY THESE TESTS MATTER

Measure student 
progress

Help schools 
improve instruction

Provide data for 
state accountability



PERFORMANCE LEVELS

• BELOW BASIC

• BASIC

• PROFICIENT

• ADVANCED

• GOAL: STUDENTS REACH PROFICIENT OR 

ADVANCED



HOW TO READ 
YOUR CHILD’S 
SCORE 
REPORT

• OVERALL SCORE AND PERFORMANCE LEVEL

• BREAKDOWN BY SKILL AREAS

• COMPARISON TO STATE AVERAGES















WHAT THE SCORES MEAN

Identify strengths and 

areas for growth

Not the only measure of 

success

Used alongside 

classroom performance



HOW SCHOOLS USE RESULTS

Guide

Guide instruction

Provide

Provide 
supports/interventions

Plan

Plan curriculum 
improvements



HOW PARENTS CAN HELP

ENCOURAGE 
READING DAILY

PRACTICE MATH 
SKILLS

COMMUNICATE 
WITH TEACHERS

SUPPORT GOOD 
STUDY HABITS



QUESTIONS TO ASK YOUR CHILD’S 
SCHOOL

• WHAT SUPPORTS ARE AVAILABLE?

• HOW CAN I HELP AT HOME?

• WHAT DOES MY CHILD NEED TO 

IMPROVE?



FINAL THOUGHTS

Every child learns differently

Growth over time matters most

We are partners in your child’s 
success
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