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Greetings from the special education department at Kelly Schools!    

Our 2025-2026 Staff: 
Special Education Teachers:  Nicole Barney, Beth Borton, Shannel Bueltemann, Stephanie Kerr, 

Amanda Perry, Trienna Quillman, Kelly Sloan, and Daniel Weil 

Speech-language Pathologists:  Lana Atkins and Kelly Fisher 

504 Coordinator/Process Coordinator: Kristina Vetter 

Psychological Examiner: Carol Powel 

Paraprofessionals:  Darbe Backfisch, Janis Bruce, Casey Castaneda, Zoie Graham, Casey Irwin, 
Donna McMillan, Brooke Marriott, Sherry Menz, Malia Mitchem, Olivia Ourth, Gabriella Pletcher, 

Melissa Vanness, and Jessica Wilson. 

Special Education Director: Amy Jansen 



 

Transition Tips 

 

 



 
Training Opportunities for Parents: https://thompsoncenter.missouri.edu/autism-training/parents-caregivers/  

 

Pre-Employment Transition Services 
https://cehd.missouri.edu/outreach/pre-employment-transition-services/  

 

Vocational Rehabilitation 
Deciding where you want to go or what you want to do after high school can be confusing. Is working after 

graduation the right decision or should you go onto college or some other employment training? 

VR helps students and youths with disabilities prepare for their future. We will work with you, your teachers, 
your parents, or other family members to plan for the next phase of your life. We want to help you achieve 

your employment goals and fulfill your dreams. 

During High School – we can provide pre-employment transition services for you. Get help with career 
awareness, exploration, and preparation; work readiness skills training; self-advocacy training, including peer 

mentoring; guidance and counseling on career training and education; and work experiences. 

After High School – we can help you with career exploration, guidance, and counseling; job search and 
placement, workplace accommodations, job coaching, on-the-job training, job retention skills training, and 

college or career training. 

https://dese.mo.gov/adult-learning-rehabilitation-services/vocational-rehabilitation/youth-services  
Missouri Vocational Rehabilitation 

3102 Blattner Drive, Suite 103 
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703 
Send Contact Questions to:  
Karey Schaitel, counselor 

Ph: 573-290-5788; Toll Free: 1-877-702-9883 
Fax: 573-290-5921 
Relay Missouri: 711 

karey.schaitel@vr.dese.mo.gov  

 

https://thompsoncenter.missouri.edu/autism-training/parents-caregivers/
https://cehd.missouri.edu/outreach/pre-employment-transition-services/
https://dese.mo.gov/adult-learning-rehabilitation-services/vocational-rehabilitation/youth-services
mailto:karey.schaitel@vr.dese.mo.gov


 

Resources for Families: 

 

50 Great Websites for Parents of Children with Special 
Needs 

The following are 50 Great Websites for Parents of Children with 
Special Needs. This list of resources is great for parents of children 
with special needs. The list contains links for associations, councils, 
centers, and societies. It also has links for conferences, financial aid 
and internships, and helpful websites, articles, and research. Blogs 

and Facebook pages are also on the list. 
https://www.ces-schools.net/50-great-websites-for-parents-of-ch

ildren-with-special-needs/ 

 

 
MPACT–a FREE parent advocacy group in the State of Missouri.  Check out 

their website for more resources and more information. 
https://www.missouriparentsact.org 

 
 
To help parents better understand the terminology we use in our IEP meetings, here 

is a comparison of the differences among accommodations, adaptations, and  

https://www.ces-schools.net/50-great-websites-for-parents-of-children-with-special-needs/
https://www.ces-schools.net/50-great-websites-for-parents-of-children-with-special-needs/
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