Independent Educational Evaluation

Parents have the right to obtain an independent educational evaluation of their child.
An independent evaluation is an evaluation by a qualified professional who is not an
employee of the school district/public agency responsible for the child. The parents
may request an independent educational evaluation at the school district's/ public
agency expense if they disagree with an educational evaluation completed by the
school district. The school district/public agency must respond to the request within a
reasonable time. However, the school district/public agency may initiate a due process
hearing to show that its evaluation is appropriate. If the hearing officer decides that
the evaluation is appropriate, the school district/public agency will not have to pay for
the independent evaluation. Parents may, of course, get an independent educational
evaluation at their own expense. If a parent requests an independent educational
evaluation, the school district/public agency may ask for the parent's reason why he or
she objects to the public evaluation. However, the explanation by the parent may not
be required and the public agency may not unreasonably delay either providing the
independent educational evaluation at public expense or initiating a due process
hearing to defend the public evaluation.

If parents obtain an independent educational evaluation at their expense, the results of
the evaluation must be considered by the school district/public agency in any decision
made with respect to the provision of a free appropriate public education to the child,
and may be presented as evidence at a due-process hearing regarding the child. If a
hearing officer requests an independent educational evaluation as part of a hearing,
the cost of the evaluation must be at public expense. The school district/public agency
will provide, on request, information about where an independent educational
evaluation may be obtained. Whenever an independent evaluation is conducted at
public expense, the criteria under which the evaluation is obtained, including the
location of the evaluation and the qualifications of the examiner, must be the same as
the criteria which the school district/public agency uses when it initiates an
evaluation, to the extent those criteria are consistent with the parent’s right to an
independent educational evaluation.
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Independent Evaluators — Fall 2023

Carissa M. Bowersox, Ph.D., NCSP
Bowersox and Associates, LLC
dr.carissa.bowersox@bowersoxassociates.com
https://bowersoxassociates.com/

Stephen M. Kalberer, Ph.D.
231 N. Third Street
Lewisburg, PA 17837
570-522-0237 (home)
215-888-9397 (cell)
stephenkalberer@gmail.com

Pamela Kramer

Sue LaBar-Yohey
816 Central Road
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
Cell: 570-394-1691
Work: 570-387-1832

Alexa Longacre, Ed.S., NCSP
(814) 207-5799
alongacre45@gmail.com

Bryan Miller
bryan.miler@gallaudet.edu
bryan_miller@iul3.org
(443) 910-0408
PreK-12 school psychologist ~ specializes in deat/hearing impaired evals
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Karah Molesevich
Psycho-Educational Services and Translations LLC
212 Rocky Knob Way
Mountville, PA 17554
(570) 205-0495
Email: Molesevichk@gmail.com
Website: https://www.bilingualevalsandcounseling.com/

Lindsie Wolfe
lindsiewolfe@hotmail.com
570-847-4026
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