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Background and Goals
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Goals of this process

1. Develop reasonable enrollment forecasts that take into account:
a. Development and migration

b. COVID-19 impacts

c. Impact of Market Share

d. Historical Enrollment Patterns

2. Measure against capacity of buildings as well as overall district capacity by level
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What is an enrollment forecast… and what it isn’t

What is it?

1. A scientific “most likely” scenario based on all inputs.
2. An extremely useful planning tool, if used correctly and questioned.

What isn’t it?

1. A magic solution that will tell someone, with complete accuracy, what enrollment will 
be in 10 years.

2. A random and wild guess at what enrollment will be in 10 years.Page 8 of 57



What We Take Into Consideration
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Key Considerations – Forecasts

General:

1. Historical Enrollment Patterns

2. School Capacity and Attendance Zones

3. Demographic processes
a. Births

b. Migration

c. Age, sex, race, Hispanic Origin trends

4. Built environment
a. Building permits

b. Known development areas (especially 

residential) and timing

5. Economics

6. COVID-19
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Methodology

Baseline: Birth and grade progression ratio driven forecast.

Impact 1: Any impacts of new builds and student yield.

Impact 2: Any impacts of change in market share.

Impact 3: Any impacts of COVID-19 anomalies.
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Current School Boundaries
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Elementary Schools

We drew the elementary school 

boundaries using the address 

spreadsheet available from RGSD. 

We ask the team checks these files to 

make sure they are correct, and we will 

provide the shapefiles and pdf maps 

back to the district.
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Middle Schools

Like the elementary schools, we drew 

the middle school boundaries using the 

address spreadsheet available from 

RGSD. 

We ask the team checks these files to 

make sure they are correct, and we will 

provide the shapefiles and pdf maps 

back to the district.
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Current Population Trends
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Population Trends

The US Census Bureau develops school 

district population estimates (both total 

population and school aged population) 

on a yearly basis. The most recent 

estimate, released in 2023, is for July 1, 

2022. 

The school aged population in RGSD 

has been steadily declining since 2014.

Expectation: Relatively stable and slowly 
declining school aged population in 
RGSD.
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Births - Actual and Projected 
Forecast
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Birth to 
Kindergarten Ratios

The grade progression ratio for 

Kindergarteners is actually a birth to 

kindergarten ratio. Specifically, it is the 

proportion of births 5 years ago who 

become Kindergarteners in the current 

year. A value above one means more 

kids are attending Kindergarten than 

were born in the district (in-migration), 

below one is the opposite 

(out-migration).

Key finding: RGSD has generally seen a 
declining Birth-to-Kindergarten ratio 
over the past 15 years. We forecast 
this ratio to stay relatively stable.
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Births

Births have been declining in the 
district, as well as in the county overall, 
since at least the early 1990’s.

We did see some increases going into 
the years before the 2008 housing 
crisis, and just before the turn of the 
millennium. However, the trend has 
been downward.

The COVID-19 era lead to a decrease in 
births with no recovery.

Expectation: Births should continue to 
slowly decrease throughout the 
forecast period.
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Note: SY2024-25 data are not as of the October Census date, these data could come in lower when the data from the Census date are finalized.
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Grade Progression Ratios
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Grade Progression 
Ratios

Grade progression ratios are the staple 

of K-12 enrollment forecasts. They 

allow us to understand historical 

patterns in who stays in or leaves a 

school district as they progress through 

grades. They are calculated as the 

number of students in a grade this year, 

divided by the number of students in 

the prior grade last year.

Key Finding: Riverview Gardens GPRs 
are generally near or just under 1 for 
1st-8th grade. For high school grades 
they are generally just under 1.
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District Wide Forecast
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Final Forecast

The trend of district enrollment for 

RGSD has generally been down over 

the past 15 years. That being said, 

some years see larger decreases, with 

some increases in following years.

Expectation: Enrollment will continue 
to decrease over the next decade, 
finishing the forecast period below 
4,500 students (not including PK).Page 27 of 57
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District Forecast Charts by Grade
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Forecasts for School (Elementary)
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Forecasts for School (Middle)
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Forecasts for School (High)
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Questions?
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Thank you!
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