School Busing
De Soto Area School District has established school policies, bus procedures and a discipline structure involving the parents, school staff, the students and the bus company so that the children in our district can have a safe and hassle free ride to and from school. 
A. Student bus rider expectations
1) Talk with “inside voice”
2) Stay seated
3) Keep all carry-ons out of aisles
4) Keep hands & feet to yourself
5) Keep the bus clean [Place all trash (cups, food, wrappers, etc.) into waste cans and not on the seats or floors]
6) Respect the driver
7) Nothing can go out a window
8) Report concerns to the driver

B. Parents are asked to call the school and bus company if you have any concerns.  Parents may also contact your child’s principal if you have any concerns about our transportation system.
De Soto Area School District will document concerns/problems with any transportation issues that are brought to our attention.  Please keep in mind we can only document issues that we hear about as they happen.  Situations that we hear about 3 or 4 weeks after the fact or by the rumor mill, are hard to verify when trying to investigate a bus incident.

C. The numbers to call are:
· De Soto Bus Garage			608-648-3830
Andy Hanson, Bus
Manager/Dispatcher		
· Southwest Bus				608-326-6421
· Scott Kelly
MS/HS Principal			608-648-3311
· Derek Fuglsang
Prairie View Principal		608-648-2227
Stoddard Principal			608-457-2101




Transportation Policy Notes

· Student Not Riding:  Report a student not riding the bus as soon as possible, 608-648-3830.

· Private Driveway: School buses will not drive into private driveways for the specific purpose of picking up students.  Buses may be required to go into private driveways for the purpose of providing a safe turn around as needed by the district to provide safe and efficient bus routes.  
The district will go into private drives to pick up students with special needs as determined on a case to case basis.

· Late Start: On days when the start of school is delayed (2 hours late because of weather) the buses will begin their routes 1 hour and 50 minutes late.  This will allow some extra time for running the route.  Please plan accordingly.

· Switching Bus:  Students are to ride the bus they are assigned to.

· Changing Pick-up/Drop-offs:  Contact the bus garage with a schedule of weekly/monthly/daily changes in pick-up/drop-off residences.  Provide a copy to the school office as well.

· Contacting the Bus Garage:  Call when it is convenient for you! – 608-648-3830. You can leave a message if your student does not need bus service.  Your driver will be notified by radio to ensure efficient operation of the bus route.


