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PTA Membership Drive 

 

The East Middle School PTA has a membership drive, and they’d love you to 

join! 

 

Join the East Middle School PTA by November 13th to be automatically 

entered into an amazing prize drawing! For just $6, you’ll have a chance to win 

one of these exciting prizes: 

 

• $50 gift certificate to the Colonial House 

• Four Center Ice seats to the RUSH game of your choice during the 2026–

2027 regular season! 

 

Already a member? Thank you for your support! You're automatically entered. 

No additional action is needed! 

 

Winners will be announced at our next PTA meeting on Wednesday, November 

18th. 

 

How to Join 

 

• Join online: Visit https://emsraptors.givebacks.com/shop. 

• Join in person: Send an envelope containing your name, email address, 

and $6 to the school office. Please label the envelope PTA. 

 

 

 

Raptor Spotlight 

 

This week’s Raptor 

Spotlight features some 

of East’s Special 

Education teachers on 

pages 2-5! 

 

Student Illness and the 

Electronic Device Policy 

 

Read about student 

illness and the Electronic 

Device policy on page 

6.  

 

Skyward Corner 

 

Learn how to access 

your child’s bus 

schedule in Skyward on 

page 6.  

 

Humane Society Supply 

Drive 

 

Additional details about 

the Humane Society 

Supply Drive can be 

found on page 8.  

 

Save the Dates 

 

11/6 – 11/21 – Humane 

Society Supply Drive 

 

11/17 – Picture Retakes 

 

11/21 – Raptorpalooza 

Craft & Vendor Fair 

 

11/25 – 11/27 – Fall 

Recess – No School 

 

 

https://emsraptors.givebacks.com/shop


 
 

 
 

 

- Henriette Andersen 

 

  

 
 

    

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Raptor Spotlight 
 

This week’s Raptor Spotlight focuses on East Middle School’s Special Education teachers, Shaun Keller, 

Davin Burrus, Sarah Nelson, and Katie Clark!    

 

If your child has one of these teachers and you’d like to recognize their outstanding work, read on to 

learn how you can spotlight the important role they play in your child’s education. 

Shaun Keller 

 

What is your role at East Middle School, and how 

do you support our students?  

 

I am a Learning Center teacher at East Middle 

School in Rapid City, SD. I support students by 

determining the students' needs, developing a 

best course of action to meet those needs, and 

delivering high-quality instruction to help students 

meet and exceed their goals.  

 

What do you love most about your job?  

 

My favorite part of teaching at East is helping 

students develop critical thinking and problem-

solving skills though targeted instruction. There is 

nothing better than seeing the light bulb turn on! 

 

What is one thing you’d like parents and families 

to know about the Special Education program?  

 

The Special Education Program at East is 

continuously working to improve the learning 

outcomes and overall quality of students' daily 

school experience. Amazing paraprofessionals 

and special educators make this work fun and 

rewarding. 

 

What is your secret superpower?  

 

My superpower is my ability to understand 

complex issues deeply and develop solutions to 

best help others. 

 

Does your child attend Shaun Keller’s classroom? 

Do you believe he goes above and beyond for his 

students? Show your appreciation by nominating 

him for the Parent-Nominated Special Teacher of 

the Year Award! Visit the USD Center for Disabilities 

website to submit your nomination! The 

nomination form will be available soon, so check 

back for updates and submission details! 
 

https://cfd.usd.edu/south-dakota-special-education-conference/sdsped-nomination


 Davin Burrus 

 

What is your role at East Middle School, and how do you support our students?  

 

Special Education teacher in our district-wide Structured Academics classroom at East Middle School 

since 2012, for a total of 23 years. I support students with diverse academic and emotional needs, 

ensuring access to meaningful individualized learning experiences across multiple grade levels. 

 

What do you love most about your job?  

 

Every single day brings a fresh slate, new breakthroughs, and exciting challenges to tackle. Every day is 

a NEW day!  

 

What is one thing you’d like parents and families to know about your classroom?  

 

I believe education is the work of the heart. We should provide students with the unwavering belief that 

they are capable, they are safe, and they are loved. 

 

What is your secret superpower?  

 

My secret superpower is PATIENCE!  

 

Does your child attend Davin Burrus’ classroom? Do you believe she is an outstanding educator? Show 

your appreciation by nominating her for the Parent-Nominated Special Teacher of the Year Award! Visit 

the USD Center for Disabilities website to submit your nomination! The nomination form will be available 

soon, so check back for updates and submission details! 

 

 

 

Pictured: Rico – son, Hadley – son, Brayden – son, Josey – DIL, Dane – grandson, Davin, Shelby - Husband 

https://cfd.usd.edu/south-dakota-special-education-conference/sdsped-nomination


 
Sarah Nelson 

 

What is your role at East Middle School, 

and how do you support our students?  

 

I am a Behavioral Skills Teacher at East 

Middle School. My job is to help students 

build the skills they need to navigate 

school, relationships, emotions, and 

everyday challenges. I work with students 

on self-regulation, problem-solving, 

emotional awareness, and personal 

responsibility. I want my classroom to be a 

place where students feel safe, supported, 

and understood while learning how to 

make positive choices and advocate for 

themselves. 

 

What do you love most about your job?  

 

I love getting to know my students and 

watching them discover what they are 

capable of. Sometimes, the biggest 

victories aren't the ones that show up on a 

report card. They're the moments when a 

student uses a skill they've been practicing,  

 

 

works through a difficult situation, or realizes they can do something they once thought was impossible. 

Being able to celebrate those little victories and help students see their own potential is one of the best 

parts of my job. 

 

What is one thing you’d like parents and families to know about your classroom?  

 

I want families to know that my classroom is not about labeling students by their struggles or punishing 

them for having a hard time. It's about teaching skills, building relationships, and helping students 

understand themselves. Behavior is communication, and sometimes students need support learning how 

to express their needs, manage big emotions, and navigate difficult situations. We will work together to 

help students build confidence, independence, and the tools they need to succeed both inside and 

outside the classroom. 

 

What is your secret superpower?  

 

My secret superpower is finding the potential in students, even when they have trouble seeing it in 

themselves. I can look beyond a difficult day or a challenging behavior and see a kid who is still learning, 

growing, and figuring things out. I'm a firm believer that connection comes before correction, and 

sometimes a little patience, humor, and someone who believes in you can make all the difference. 

 

Does your child attend Sarah Nelson’s classroom? Do you believe she goes above and beyond for her 

students? Show your appreciation by nominating her for the Parent-Nominated Special Teacher of the 

Year Award! Visit the USD Center for Disabilities website to submit your nomination! The nomination form 

will be available soon, so check back for updates and submission details! 

 

 

 

https://cfd.usd.edu/south-dakota-special-education-conference/sdsped-nomination


 

Katie Clark 

 

What is your role at East Middle School, and how 

do you support our students? 

 

I am the Life Skills Special Education Teacher. I 

support students by providing opportunities to 

develop functional, academic, social, and daily 

living skills that will help them become as 

independent and successful as possible beyond 

high school. 

 

What do you love most about your job? 

 

I love being able to work with my students for three 

or more years and build those relationships. 

Getting to see how much they grow, learn, and 

accomplish over time is amazing and one of the 

most rewarding parts of my job! 

 

What is one thing you’d like parents and families 

to know about East’s special education program? 

 

East has an amazing special education program 

with different levels of support to meet the 

individual needs of all students. We have a team 

of dedicated staff who work hard to help every 

student grow, learn, and be successful. 

 

 

 

What is your secret superpower? 

 

Celebrating the little things. Some of the biggest accomplishments come from the smallest steps, and I 

love being able to celebrate every bit of growth along the way! 

 

Does your child attend Katie Clark’s classroom? Do you believe she is an outstanding educator? Show 

your appreciation by nominating her for the Parent-Nominated Special Teacher of the Year Award! Visit 

the USD Center for Disabilities website to submit your nomination! The nomination form will be available 

soon, so check back for updates and submission details! 

 

 

 

Looking for Ways to Support Our Special Education Classrooms? 

 

There are many simple ways to show support for our special education classrooms! Donations of classroom 

supplies are always appreciated. Some items our classrooms can always use include alcohol wipes, tissues, 

and hand sanitizer. 

 

Another wonderful way to show your support is by sending a thank-you card to our teachers and 

paraprofessionals. Let them know they are doing an outstanding job! A few kind words can go a long way 

in making our staff feel valued, supported, and appreciated. 

 

https://cfd.usd.edu/south-dakota-special-education-conference/sdsped-nomination


 

Student Illness and the Electronic Device Policy (JT) 

 

Students occasionally become ill while at school, and we understand that parents and guardians want 

to be informed when their child is not feeling well. However, per the Electronic Communication Device 

Policy (JT), students may not use electronic devices, including cell phones, during school hours. This 

restriction also applies during lunch and passing periods. 

 

If your child becomes ill during the school day, they should ask their teacher for a pass to visit the nurse. 

The nurse will evaluate your child and determine whether you need to be contacted to arrange for 

pickup. 

 

Students should not request a pass to their locker or the restroom to text a parent or guardian to arrange 

for pickup. Following the school's established procedure ensures that students receive appropriate care 

and that parents and guardians are contacted when necessary. 

 

Failure to follow the school's electronic communication device policy may result in disciplinary action.  

 

Skyward Corner: Accessing Bus Transportation Information  

 

If you registered your child for bus transportation, did you know you can access their busing information 

in Skyward? 

 

To view your child’s busing schedule, log in to Skyward and click the “+” on the left side to expand the 

menu. Then, select the Busing tab. If the tab is already visible, simply click it to view your child’s assigned 

bus stop and arrival and departure times. 

 

If you have any questions about your child’s bus schedule, please contact the Transportation Department 

at 605-355-3707. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletic/Spectator Expectations 

 

Below is a reminder of our expectations for sportsmanship, appropriate behavior, and representing East 

Middle School positively. 

 

• Fans are expected to show respect to visiting teams, athletes, families, and staff. 

• Spectators must remain in designated viewing areas and may not roam the school, grounds, or 

other areas outside the event. 

• Administrators may restrict a student’s continued attendance at after-school athletic events for 

repeated misbehavior or failure to follow expectations. 

• Students asked to leave an event will require immediate parent/guardian pick-up. 

• After each game, please clean up your area and help pick up any trash left behind. 

 

Student Academic Requirements 

 

To participate in athletics or be a spectator at events, students must have no more than 5 missing 

assignments and no more than 1 “F” in Skyward.  

 

 

https://files-backend.assets.thrillshare.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/5207/Rcas/6ef9f73b-86e8-470f-9157-fb42751273e0/JT---Electronic-Communication-Devices-Policy-%28NEW%29.pdf?disposition=inline
https://files-backend.assets.thrillshare.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/5207/Rcas/6ef9f73b-86e8-470f-9157-fb42751273e0/JT---Electronic-Communication-Devices-Policy-%28NEW%29.pdf?disposition=inline


 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 


