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Parent-Teacher Association: Make a Difference at East! 

 

The Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) is still looking for volunteers! If you would 

like to be part of an organization that focuses on supporting and improving 

your child’s school, the PTA may be the right opportunity for you! 

 

What does the PTA do? 

 

The PTA strengthens the school community by encouraging parent 

involvement, coordinating volunteers, organizing fundraisers, and supporting 

educational programs and school activities. PTAs also foster connections 

between families and staff while advocating for policies and resources that 

promote student success and a positive learning environment. 

 

If you are interested in getting involved, please contact Kim Weaver at 

Kimberly.Weaver@k12.sd.us.  

 

The next PTA meeting will be held on October 14 at 6:00 p.m. in the East Middle 

School Library.  

 

 

 

Raptor Spotlight 

 

This week’s Raptor 

Spotlight features East 

Middle School 

Attendance Secretary 

Laura Simpson on page 

2! 

 

Dress Code Policy 

 

Read about the district’s 

Dress Code and 

Grooming policy on 

page 3. 

 

Skyward Corner 

 

Learn how to manage 

messages in Skyward on 

page 3.  

 

Q2 Sports 

 

Girls’ basketball and 

wrestling information is 

on page 3.  

 

Band, Orchestra and 

Chorus Events 

 

Get ready for some 

outstanding live musical 

performances! Check 

out all the upcoming 

band, orchestra, and 

chorus events starting 

on page 11!  

 

Native American Day is 

October 12.  There will 

be no school.  
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- Henriette Andersen 

 

  

 
 

    

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your favorite thing about East Middle School?  

 

East's students and staff create a positive, uplifting, and happy environment to work and learn in. I look 

forward to coming to see everyone every day. 

 

What is a message you would like to share with our students?  

 

As the new East Attendance Secretary, I am looking forward to meeting and getting to know all of you. 

 

What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?  

 

I love being outside! Whether it be working in my yard, hiking, camping, going to the lake, walking my 

dog, or just relaxing on my deck. I have also loved playing recreational volleyball for the past 20+ years. 

 

What is something about you that people might not expect?  

 

I like nearly any kind of music, but my absolute favorite is heavy metal/rock music! I love rocking my face 

off at concerts every chance I get.  

 

 

 

I love being able to interact with and get to know students and families. I 

believe that great connections with people make the world go round a 

little bit easier and happier. 
 

           – Laura Simpson, Attendance Secretary 

 

Raptor Spotlight 
 

This week’s Raptor Spotlight focuses on East Middle School’s 

Attendance Secretary Laura Simpson!    

 

You are the attendance secretary at East. What is something 

you would like parents to know about their child’s 

attendance?  

 

All absences need to be reported within 24 hours in order to 

be excused. Did you know that you can enter in absences 

in Skyward? This can be an easy option for people who 

have busy, hectic mornings, and it's difficult to call in the 

mornings to excuse your student. This can also be a great 

option to report absences that you know about ahead of 

time, i.e., travel, sports, etc. 

 

What do you like most about your job?  

 

I love being able to interact with and get to know students 

and families. I believe that great connections with people 

make the world go round a little bit easier and happier. 

 

 

 

 



 

Reminder: Middle School Dress and Grooming Standards 

 

We would like to remind families that Rapid City Area Schools (RCAS) have established dress and 

grooming standards for middle school students. The following are prohibited while on school property: 

 

• Inappropriate or offensive clothing: Clothing displaying obscene, vulgar, abusive, or discriminatory 

words or images, or promoting or advertising alcohol, chemicals, tobacco, or products illegal for 

minors. Clothing, accessories, or grooming that represent or promote gangs, hate groups, or 

supremacist groups are also prohibited. 

• Sexually explicit or disruptive attire: Clothing or grooming that is sexually explicit or disruptive to the 

educational environment. 

• Prohibited headwear: Wearing headgear or trench coats inside the building during the school day 

without permission from school administration. 

• Potentially hazardous attire: Clothing or grooming that may disrupt the educational process or 

threaten the health and safety of others, including chains or spikes that could be used to harm 

others. 

• Footwear: Shoes are required by state law. 

 

Students are expected to maintain reasonable standards of cleanliness and personal hygiene, as well as 

wear clothing that is appropriate for an educational environment and does not disrupt the learning 

process. 

 

Questionable attire will be referred to school administration. An administrator may request that a student 

change their attire if it is deemed inappropriate. For additional information, please refer to the RCAS 

Middle School Student Handbook (page 44). 

 

Skyward Corner: Message Center 

 

Your Message Center is the first thing you will see when you log in to Family Access. You may receive 

messages about everything from assignments to classroom announcements. 

 

Scroll through the social media-inspired message wall to send and reply to messages and manage your 

notifications. 

 

Click the “My Account” link at the top of the page to manage additional settings, including progress 

reports and grade notification emails. 

 

Girls’ Basketball and Wrestling Registration 

 

Girls’ basketball and wrestling sign-ups are now available in the lunchroom. Students should sign up during 

their lunch period. 

 

Practices begin the week of October 19. Practice schedules will be released shortly. 

 

If your child is interested in girls’ basketball or wrestling, please make sure they have a current sports 

physical and consent form on file. The physical and consent form can be found on the RCAS.org page 

under Secondary Athletics: Physical Form. The consent form can also be completed through Skyward. 

 

The $25 activity fee can be paid at the East Middle School front office. We accept cash or check. 

 

 

 

https://files-backend.assets.thrillshare.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/5207/Rcas/12d0a9a1-777f-464a-95ae-6260ac174e08/Proposed-Student-Handbook-26-27-FINAL%281%29.pdf?disposition=inline
https://files-backend.assets.thrillshare.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/5207/Rcas/12d0a9a1-777f-464a-95ae-6260ac174e08/Proposed-Student-Handbook-26-27-FINAL%281%29.pdf?disposition=inline
https://www.rcas.org/page/secondary-athletics


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletic/Spectator Expectations 

 

Below is a reminder of our expectations for sportsmanship, appropriate behavior, and representing East 

Middle School positively. 

 

• Fans are expected to show respect to visiting teams, athletes, families, and staff. 

• Spectators must remain in designated viewing areas and may not roam the school, grounds, or 

other areas outside the event. 

• Administrators may restrict a student’s continued attendance at after-school athletic events for 

repeated misbehavior or failure to follow expectations. 

• Students asked to leave an event will require immediate parent/guardian pick-up. 

• After each game, please clean up your area and help pick up any trash left behind. 

 

Student Academic Requirements 

 

To participate in athletics or be a spectator at events, students must have no more than 5 missing 

assignments and no more than 1 “F” in Skyward.  

 

Native American Day Events 

 

Several events are taking place to honor Native American history and culture, remember the children 

impacted by Indian boarding schools, and build positive relationships within our community. Read about 

the activities below for details on how you can get involved!  

 

Black Hills Wacipi (Powwow) – October 9–11 @ The Monument 

 

• Wacipi 101: Educational sessions are available for those interested in learning more about powwow 

traditions and culture. General admission and registration are required. 

 

• Youth Handgame Tournament: October 9 at noon in the Aspen Room. Open to K–12 teams; free 

for spectators. 

 

Indigenous Peoples Day Parade – October 10 at 10 a.m. | Main Street, Rapid City 

 

Kickoff festivities and live performances begin at 9 a.m. near Main Street Square. The parade theme is “We 

Dance for the People.” RCAS will have a float, with participation from several RCAS schools. 

 

Native American Day – October 12 

 

• Remembering the Children Memorial Walk – 9 a.m. at Sioux Park: A walk will honor and remember 

the Rapid City Indian Boarding School children, ending at the Memorial Site behind West Middle 

School. Commemorative shirts will be available while supplies last. 

 

• Native American Day Celebration – 9 a.m. at Crazy Horse Memorial: The program will feature guest 

speakers, singers, and more. Buffalo stew will be provided free to attendees. 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 


