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Parent-Nominated Special Education Teacher of the Year 

 

Is your child thriving because of a special education professional at East Middle 

School? We’d love to hear about it! 

 

Each year, the South Dakota Department of Education invites parents and 

guardians to nominate special education professionals who have at least three 

years of experience in their field. Eligible nominees include special education 

teachers, speech-language pathologists, occupational and physical therapists, 

school psychologists, and paraprofessionals.  

 

The department recognizes individuals who have “made outstanding, lasting 

contributions to a child’s education and built meaningful relationships with 

families.” 

 

The official nomination window opens in late fall and closes in mid-January. The 

nomination form will be available soon on the USD Center for Disabilities 

website. 

 

Over the next few weeks, we’ll spotlight our special education professionals at 

East Middle School. If one or more of these dedicated professionals has made 

a meaningful impact on your child’s life, please consider nominating them for 

this prestigious award! 

 

 

Raptor Spotlight 

 

This week’s Raptor 

Spotlight features East’s 

Speech-Language 

Pathologist Erica Frentz 

on page 2! 

 

Vandalism Policy 

 

Read about the school 

vandalism policy on 

page 3.  

 

Skyward Corner 

 

Learn how to access 

your child’s schedule in 

Skyward on page 3.  

 

Humane Society Supply 

Drive 

 

Additional details about 

the Humane Society 

Supply Drive can be 

found on page 5.  

 

Save the Dates 

 

11/3 - Professional 

Development Day – No 

School 

 

11/6 – Early Release 

(1:07 P.M.) 

 

11/6 – 11/21 – Humane 

Society Supply Drive 

 

11/25 – 11/27 – Fall 

Recess – No School 

 

 

https://cfd.usd.edu/south-dakota-special-education-conference/sdsped-nomination
https://cfd.usd.edu/south-dakota-special-education-conference/sdsped-nomination


 
 

 
 

 

- Henriette Andersen 

 

  

 
 

    

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

fluency disorder (stuttering) which impacts how smoothly they produce speech.  They may repeat words 

or phrases, or the sound may get stuck in their throat.  We work on strategies and skills to use in those 

moments.  Other students have complex communication needs and communicate using AAC devices 

(devices with icons that when pressed, will speak the message for them). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you enjoy most about working at East Middle School? I enjoy working with the staff at East Middle 

School.  Everyone is friendly and there’s always time for a quick chat throughout the day.  I’ve formed 

some great relationships with the staff. 

 

What should parents do if they have concerns about their child’s speech, language, or communication 

development? Don’t be afraid to seek a screening or evaluation! Your child could be screened at school 

or at a variety of local clinics in Rapid City.  Reach out to get the ball rolling—we are here to help you and 

your child! Providing language rich environments are incredibly beneficial.  For younger children this could 

look like narrating what you’re doing throughout the day, stating the names for things you encounter 

throughout the day, expanding utterances such as “the small fluffy cat” or “the big brown dog”.  For older 

children, this could look like talking to them about their day (“what did you do in science class today” or 

“who did you eat lunch with”, etc.).  If your concern is with speech sounds, encouraging them to watch 

where your mouth says the sound (model the correct sound), and a quick note about phonics (“oh word 

has an S sound not a T sound”). 

 

What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? I enjoy spending time with my friends and family (I have two 

adorable nieces).  I also enjoy being a home-body and chilling on the couch reading books. 

 

What is one item on your bucket list that you would love to experience? I would love to experience a 

cruise someday. 

 

 

Raptor Spotlight 
 

This week’s Raptor Spotlight focuses on East Middle 

School’s Speech-Language Pathologist Erica Frentz!     

 

What is your role at East Middle School, and what does 

your job involve? My role at East Middle School is the 

Speech-Language Pathologist.  My job involves working 

with students on their speech sounds, language 

development, speaking fluency, and complex 

communication needs. 

 

How do you support students with speech and language 

needs? Some of the students I work with need help with 

speech sounds (like an “s” or “r”) and making the sound 

correctly.  So we work on getting our tongue and mouth 

muscles in the correct place for good speech 

sounds.  Other students are working on language 

concepts such as comparing/contrasting or multiple 

meaning words.  We work on building our vocabulary skills 

to apply what they’ve learned in speech to classroom 

assignments. Other students have been diagnosed with a 

 

 

 

 

Don’t be afraid to seek a screening or evaluation!...Reach out to get the ball 

rolling – we are here to help you and your child!  

 

-     Erica Frentz, Speech-Language Pathologist 



 

School Vandalism Reminder 

 

Over the past few weeks, we have seen an increase in vandalism at East Middle School, including graffiti 

in both the boys’ and girls’ restrooms. 

 

Per the Student Conduct policy (JFC), students who damage school property may face suspension or a 

recommendation for expulsion. 

 

We want to ensure that all students have a safe, clean, and welcoming environment at East. Respecting 

school property and preventing damage are everyone’s responsibility. Please talk with your child about 

the importance of taking care of our school and the consequences of damaging school property, which 

may include fees for damages, suspension, or expulsion. 

 

If you notice damage to the school building, please report it to the front office at 605-394-4092. Thank you 

for helping us keep East Middle School a safe and welcoming place for everyone! 

 

Skyward Corner: Accessing Your Child’s Schedule  

 

Semester 2 begins in January! Depending on the courses your child is taking, they may have a schedule 

change. 

 

Parents and guardians can review their child’s schedule at any time through Skyward Family Access. To 

view the schedule, log in to Skyward and click the “+” on the left side to expand the menu, or select the 

Schedule tab if it is already visible. The schedule includes the class period, course, teacher, location, and 

days of the week. Any schedule changes or updates will be reflected in Skyward. 

 

Now is a great time to review your child’s schedule and help them prepare for any changes they may 

experience in the upcoming semester. Thank you for your continued support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletic/Spectator Expectations 

 

Below is a reminder of our expectations for sportsmanship, appropriate behavior, and representing East 

Middle School positively. 

 

• Fans are expected to show respect to visiting teams, athletes, families, and staff. 

• Spectators must remain in designated viewing areas and may not roam the school, grounds, or 

other areas outside the event. 

• Administrators may restrict a student’s continued attendance at after-school athletic events for 

repeated misbehavior or failure to follow expectations. 

• Students asked to leave an event will require immediate parent/guardian pick-up. 

• After each game, please clean up your area and help pick up any trash left behind. 

 

Student Academic Requirements 

 

To participate in athletics or be a spectator at events, students must have no more than 5 missing 

assignments and no more than 1 “F” in Skyward.  

 

 

https://files-backend.assets.thrillshare.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/5207/Rcas/81e71b5b-9c39-4d50-a5f8-24f715b86069/Student_Conduct.pdf?disposition=inline


 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


