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Doors open at 7:45 a.m.
Bell rings at 8:05 a.m.
Dismissal 2:29 p.m.




Joshua D. McGrew, Principal
Sarah Thomin, Assistant Principal

Welcome back to the 2025-2026 school year at OBE! Our theme this year is LEVEL UP: “At OBE – We work Hard Every Day to LEVEL UP in ALL Aspects!” This commitment shines through in many ways—whether it’s students pushing themselves on a challenging unit, PTO members and volunteers generously sharing their time and talents, families supporting one another, or staff welcoming new students with open arms. From going the extra mile to lending a helping hand, the possibilities to grow and give back are endless.
Our school is filled with remarkable individuals whose actions truly embody our theme of “Leveling up.” We encourage you to celebrate these moments! Please click, “Staff Shoutouts” on our website or e-maill Mr. McGrew at mcgrewj@santarosa.k12.fl.us or Ms. Thomin at thomins@santarosa.k12.fl.us with stories about OBE staff, students, or volunteers you see living our values, so we can recognize their outstanding contributions.

Here’s to a fantastic year of leveling up together!



Welcome to Oriole Beach Elementary!
We’re excited to partner with you for a wonderful school year filled with learning, growth, and community spirit. This handbook is designed to help you and your child navigate important school procedures and policies with ease. Let’s work together to make this year safe, successful, and full of positive experiences!

Arrival & Dismissal Procedures
Morning Drop-Off (7:45–8:05 AM)
· Drop off your child in the designated car rider line only. 
· If your child eats breakfast at school, please arrive by 7:55 AM.
· Drivers must stop fully and wait for staff to signal before your child exits on the curbside. For safety, do not exit vehicles on the driver's side. 
· Pull up to the numbered slots. Have your child ready to exit quickly to keep the line moving smoothly (students need to be unbuckled and fully packed up and ready to exit).
· No cell phone use in the car rider line for safety. 
· Doors open at 7:45 AM. Wait for the doors to open and staff to be present before allowing students to exit your car. School starts at 8:05 AM. 
· After 8:15 AM, parents must park, escort tardy students inside, and sign them in at the front office with ID.
· Make sure all food and drink are finished before entering the building. 
Afternoon Pick-Up (after 2:15 PM)
· Wait behind the cones until 2:15 PM.
· Pull close to the left curb to allow others to exit.
· Display the school-issued visor sign with your child’s name(s); if you don’t have one, contact the front office.
· Staff will assist children into cars; please stay in your vehicle.
· No parking and walking to pick up students.

Walkers & Bikers
· Drop off or wait at the campus edge by the bus ramp; do not escort children to class.
· Walkers must have a verified address within 2 miles from the school and may not arrive on campus before 7:45am.
· Bikers must wear helmets and use the bike rack by the bus ramp.
· In the event of rain, be sure to communicate with your child’s teacher your plan prior to the rain event. 
· New students may be accompanied to class by a parent only on the first day.
Important Times:
· No drop-offs before 7:45 AM (supervision begins at 7:45 AM).
· School starts at 8:05 AM and ends at 2:29 PM.
Attendance & Truancy
Good attendance is key to success!  We are required by Florida Statute 1003.21(3) or 1003.24 to monitor and track student attendance.  
 
· Excused absences include illness, family emergencies, medical appointments, religious holidays, or court dates. Please notify the school within 3 days using a note, FOCUS, website, or e-mail Mrs. Vonda at Wadkowskiv@santarosa.k12.fl.us.
· Unexcused absences include vacations, truancy, missing the bus, oversleeping, etc.
· After 5 unexcused absences in 30 days or 10 in 90 days, truancy paperwork will be sent.
· Tardies after 8:15 AM require sign-in at the front office; 3 tardies or early check-outs equal 1 absence.
· The principal has the authority to retain students who have been absent 20 or more days excused and/or unexcused.




Before & After School Care
Our “Latchkey” program offers childcare before and after school on campus, run by Santa Rosa Community Schools. Contact (850) 934-4095 or visit their website for details.
www.santarosaschools.org/page/santa-rosa-community-school

Cafeteria Guidelines for Students
· Use the restroom before entering.
· Collect all items as you exit the lunch line or before you sit down. Be sure to get a napkin and utensils before sitting down.
· Sit quietly at your table; raise your hand for help.
· Use inside voices and good manners.
· Water bottles with locking lids (16 oz or smaller) are allowed. 
Cell Phone & Communication Devices
· All cell phones, smart watches, and other communication devices must be turned off and stored in backpacks during the entire school day.
· Students needing to contact parents for emergencies may do so through the school office. 
Communication & Safety
· Update your address, phone numbers, and emergency contacts promptly. Proof of residence is required for address changes.
· Provide current custody paperwork.
· Early check-outs must occur before 2:00 PM with photo ID. Only authorized persons listed in FOCUS or on the info card may pick up students. Notify the office in writing for emergency changes.
· For conferences or classroom visits, please schedule ahead, sign in at the office, and wear a visitor badge.
· To prevent classroom disruptions, please limit dropping off late items to the front office such as water bottles, lunches, etc. unless necessary.  


Behavior & Discipline
We strive for a safe, respectful, and nurturing environment. Students are expected to:
· Arrive on time and be prepared.
· Follow directions promptly.
· Show kindness and respect.
· Take responsibility for their actions.
· Give their best effort every day.
Parents and staff work together to support positive behavior.
Dress Code
Students should wear clean, neat clothing that does not distract others.
Not allowed:
· Sagging pants exposing undergarments
· Offensive or inappropriate messages
· Skirts, dresses, or shorts that are too short
· Hats and sunglasses inside school
· Athletic shoes are required daily for PE; sandals, flip-flops, boots, and dress shoes are not allowed for activity.
Field Trips
Field trips enrich learning experiences. Participation requires:
· Signed permission slips from parents/guardians.
· All students travel by bus; parents may check out their child at the trip’s end.
· Parents chaperoning must have a volunteer application on file and be school board approved. 
· No siblings allowed on trips.
· Tobacco products are prohibited.



Food Service
· Breakfast ($1.25) served 7:45–8:05 AM; Lunch ($2.80) includes an entrée, sides, and milk.
· Pack non-perishable lunches; no refrigeration or microwaves available.
· Prepay meals by cash, check (to Oriole Beach Elementary Food Service), or online through MySchoolBucks. (https://www.santarosaschools.org/o/srcds/page/food-services)
· No external food deliveries allowed; parents may drop off lunches if needed.
· Free/reduced lunch applications are available online or by paper, which need to be resubmitted each year. Parents/Guardians are responsible for all meal payments until meal applications are approved.  (https://www.myschoolapps.com/)
Lunch Visitors:
· Parents or others listed on the health card or FOCUS may join lunch once per week.
· Call ahead to confirm lunch time.
· Keep cellphones away to encourage social interaction. 
· Sign in with ID and follow visitor guidelines.
· No shared food due to allergies.
· Once lunch is over, please say goodbye at the cafeteria and check-out with the secretary. 
· We have a designated parent and guest table for you to enjoy lunch with your child. 
Grading & Reports
· Students receive report cards every 9 weeks via FOCUS.
· Kindergarten: E (Exceeds), S (Satisfactory), N (Needs Improvement).
· Grades 1–5: A (90-100), B (80-89), C (70-79), D (60-69), F (<60).
· Specials are graded as E, S, N, U, or I.
· Kindergarten parents will have a conference before the first report card.



Guidance & Health
· Counseling supports academic, emotional, and social growth. Contact Mrs. Rounsaville at rounsavillek@santarosa.k12.fl.us. CDAC and MFLAC services are available upon request.
· We enforce a strict “no nit” head lice policy; students must be lice- and nit-free within 3 days to return.
· Sick or injured students visit the clinic; parents will be notified as needed.
· Keep contact info current and pick up your child promptly when called.
· Return after illness only when symptom-free for 24 hours without medication.
Medication
· All medications must be delivered by parents in original containers with completed forms.
· Students may not carry medication, except EpiPens or inhalers with doctor’s approval and health plan.
Parking & Visitors
· Park only in designated areas; bus zones are off-limits.
· Visitors sign in with ID and wear badges.
· Volunteers must complete a yearly application and be approved.
· Avoid bringing siblings when volunteering.
Parties & Invitations
· Invitations may only be handed out if every child in the class receives one, to avoid hurt feelings and classroom disruptions.
Physical Education
· All students participate daily and must wear athletic shoes.
· Inappropriate footwear means no PE participation or grade for the day.
PTO
Join our active Parent Teacher Organization! PTO supports school events, rewards, and programs. Your involvement makes a difference! (Oriole Beach Elementary PTO) 

Safety
· Students need staff permission to leave assigned areas.
· Regular drills prepare us for emergencies.
· Visitors and volunteers follow sign-in and conduct rules.

Special Area Classes
Students enjoy daily classes in STEAM, Music, Physical Education, and Computer Technology to develop diverse skills and interests.

Testing
Ongoing assessments help tailor instruction and interventions. Please ensure your child attends school and is punctual, especially on testing days. Contact teachers with questions.

Mandatory 3rd Grade Retention
The state of Florida adopted legislation that calls for mandatory retention for 3rd graders scoring Level 1 on the State Exam for Reading. Contact your child’s teacher or administration for more details regarding this state law

Transportation & Bus Rules DOWNLOAD MY RIDE K-12
 https://myridek12.tylerapp.com/#:~:text=My%20Ride%20K%2D12&text=Routing%20you%20to%20your%20destination

· Kindergarten parents/guardians need to be at the bus stop location with a photo ID for drop-off and pick-up
· Riding the bus is a privilege; good behavior is required.
· Students must use their assigned bus and stop. 
· Changes in transportation must be requested before 1:00 PM by note or online form. 
· No eating, drinking, or tobacco on buses.
· Be at the bus stop 10 minutes early; buses won’t wait for late students.
· Students are not allowed to ride a bus with a friend. 
For more information, including bus stop location and information on downloading the My Ride K-12 ( https://myridek12.tylerapp.com/#:~:text=My%20Ride%20K%2D12&text=Routing%20you%20to%20your%20destination)


Visitor & Volunteer Procedures
· Volunteers complete an annual application at https://santarosaschools.org/en-US/volunteer.
· Stay in assigned areas and sign out when leaving.

School Website & Social Media
Visit our website at https://obe.santarosaschools.org/ for updates and resources.
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OBEtheBestPlaceToBe/

Withdrawing from School
· Notify the office at least 2 days before your child’s last day. E-mail Mrs. Vonda at wadkowskiv@santarosa.k12.fl.us
· Complete a withdrawal form and return all school materials including library books.
· Confirm no outstanding cafeteria balances.

We look forward to a fantastic year at Oriole Beach Elementary! Thank you for being part of our caring school family. Together, we can help every child thrive and LEVEL UP in all they do!
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