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Dear staff, students, and families,

As we began this school year, | want to extend a warm welcome to every member of our school community. Each of you brings
experiences, hopes, strengths, and perspectives that help make our schools places of learning, care, and belonging.

The first two months of school have given us many opportunities to reconnect, settle into new routines, and begin the
important work of growing together. Thank you for the energy, patience, and care you have brought to this shared beginning.
Across our community, we have seen the steady work of learning take shape. Students have challenged themselves, asked
questions, practiced new skills, and supported one another. Staff have guided, encouraged, adapted, and created the
conditions for students to feel known and able to learn. Families have partnered with our schools in ways that strengthen the
connection between home and school.

These first weeks have also reminded us that progress is built through relationships. In classrooms, hallways, activities, and
everyday moments, we are learning more about one another and building trust. Every act of perseverance, welcome,
collaboration, and kindness contributes to our shared accomplishments.

As the holidays approach, | am especially grateful for this community and for the many ways you help one another feel valued
and included. This season can be a meaningful time to practice kindness, make room for connection, and notice those who may
need extra care or encouragement.

Families and loved ones celebrate in different ways, and every tradition, observance, and choice deserves respect. Whatever
this time of year looks like for you, | hope it offers opportunities for rest, reflection, and meaningful time with the people who
matter to you.

May we carry the spirit of gratitude, belonging, and shared purpose with us as we continue the school year. Let us return ready
to keep learning, keep listening, and keep building a community where every student, staff member, and family feels welcome

and supported.

Thank you for all that you do to make our schools stronger and more caring places. | am grateful to begin this year with you and
encouraged by all we will continue to accomplish together.

With gratitude,




ARTHUR STREET

Arthur Street Elementary School recently
brought the joy of reading to life with a special
Build-A-Bear reading activity designed to
encourage students to develop a love of reading
and continue reading at home.

Under the direction of interventionists Angela
Hoffman and Tara Masias along with the Build-
A-Bear representatives, parent and caregivers
were invited into the school to participate
alongside their children in the memorable
experience. Students had the opportunity to
create a special connection between reading
and home by receiving a cuddly new companion
to become their very own reading buddy. Each
student was gifted a bear and book, creating a
perfect pair for reading adventures at home.
The bears will serve as reading buddies,
encouraging students to curl up with a good
book, practice reading skills at home, and make
reading a regular part of their home routine. The
event provided more than just a fun activity- it
created an opportunity for families to share in
their children’s learning and reinforced the
important message that reading at home
matters.

A special thank-you goes out to Michelle
Zukoski, Director of Federal Programs, for
bringing this wonderful program to Arthur
Street Elementary. Arthur Street Elementary is
proud to support literacy and looks forward to

seeing students gain a love for reading!



ARTHUR STREET

Arthur Street Elementary School recently delighted second-grade students and their parents with a special magic show that brought the
wonder of science to life. Under the direction of the interventionists Angela Hoffman and Tara Masias, Joe Romano presented an engaging
and entertaining program that connected magic tricks with fascinating scientific principles.

Students had the opportunity to watch, participate, and discover the science behind the magic, making learning both exciting and
memorable. The event provided a fun interactive way for students and families to explore how science can be found in unexpected- and
sometimes even in a little bit of magic.

A special thank you goes out to Michelle Zukoski, Director of Federal Programs, for helping make this exciting learning experience possible.




DRUMS

Our first-grade students had a very special
surprise today—they each received their very
own Build-A-Bear reading buddy! &

Each student was given a bear, a book, and a
special box to take home. Before sending their
new friend home, students placed a little heart
inside the box, symbolizing the love and joy that
comes from reading and having a special
reading buddy. €|

We hope these adorable bears become the

perfect companions for bedtime stories, quiet

reading time, and countless adventures through
-

the pages of a book! &

Thank you Dr. Zukoski for this opportunity!




'REELAND

On Friday, September 18, our first-grade students enjoyed a fun-filled Build-A-Bear
Family Literacy Event. Students created their own stuffed bears while families
participated in literacy activities together. Parents also learned practical strategies to
support reading at home and help their children become successful readers. The
event was a wonderful opportunity for students and families to learn together while
reinforcing the important connection between home and school. Students also
received a surprise visit from the FEMS mascot Wally!!!




HEIGHTS

First grade students at Heights-Terrace Elementary/Middle School enjoyed an

unforgettable literacy experience when Build-A-Bear Workshop® visited to help them
create their very own reading buddies! Funded through Parent & Family Engagement
funds, this hands-on event welcomed parents and family members into the classroom

to assist their children in designing a special stuffed friend that will become a partner
in reading success.

This exciting event strengthened home-school connections, fostered a love of
reading, and empowered families to play an active role in their child’'s educational

journey. Together, students, parents, and reading buddies are creating lifelong
readers, one story at a time!
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On September 17, 2026, first-grade students at the Hazle Township Early Learning
Center participated in a Title | federally funded Build-A-Bear Workshop. This event
was organized to promote literacy and encourage a love of reading among young
children. Families were invited to participate in this unique activity, which supported
both literacy development and social-emotional learning.

During the workshop, parents and children read books to their newly created bears.
The books and bears were provided by Title | funding. The event encouraged families
to read with their children at home and to play an active role in their child’'s education.
We know that family reading helps children develop strong literacy skills while
creating meaningful connections between school and home. This sets the foundation
for future academic and social success. Parents also learned new strategies to support
reading and learning at home and become active partners in their child’s education.




MCADOO

On September 17, 2026, first-grade students at the Hazle Township Early Learning
Center participated in a Title | federally funded Build-A-Bear Workshop. This event
was organized to promote literacy and encourage a love of reading among young
children. Families were invited to participate in this unique activity, which supported
both literacy development and social-emotional learning.

During the workshop, parents and children read books to their newly created bears.
The books and bears were provided by Title | funding. The event encouraged
families to read with their children at home and to play an active role in their child's
education. We know that family reading helps children develop strong literacy skills
while creating meaningful connections between school and home. This sets the
foundation for future academic and social success. Parents also learned new
strategies to support reading and learning at home and become active partners in
their child’s education.




VALLLEY

Arthur Street Elementary School recently
brought the joy of reading to life with a special
Build-A-Bear reading activity designed to
encourage students to develop a love of reading
and continue reading at home.

Under the direction of interventionists Angela
Hoffman and Tara Masias along with the Build-
A-Bear representatives, parent and caregivers
were invited into the school to participate
alongside their children in the memorable
experience. Students had the opportunity to
create a special connection between reading
and home by receiving a cuddly new companion
to become their very own reading buddy. Each
student was gifted a bear and book, creating a
perfect pair for reading adventures at home.
The bears will serve as reading buddies,
encouraging students to curl up with a good
book, practice reading skills at home, and make
reading a regular part of their home routine. The
event provided more than just a fun activity- it
created an opportunity for families to share in
their children’s learning and reinforced the
important message that reading at home
matters.

A special thank-you goes out to Michelle
Zukoski, Director of Federal Programs, for
bringing this wonderful program to Arthur
Street Elementary. Arthur Street Elementary is
proud to support literacy and looks forward to
seeing students gain a love for reading!




VALLLEY

BUILD A BEAR 2026




WEST HAZLETON

1st grade students and their families at the annual Build A Bear event at
West Hazleton Elementary Middle School.




WEST HAZLETON

On Friday, third grade students at West Hazleton Elementary
participated in the PPL Electric Utilities Bright Kids Program. The
program teaches students about energy conservation and ways to save
energy at home. As part of the experience, each student received a free
energy-saving kit containing supplies that families may choose to use in
their homes. Students enjoyed learning practical tips to help conserve
energy and make a positive impact on the environment.

periment time with
our energy;, k!




WIEST HAZLETON

On Tuesday, October 6, 2026, fourth and fifth grade students and their families enjoyed
an engaging and educational presentation by Joe Romano, who combined science and
magic to create an unforgettable learning experience.

During the program, parents and students discovered ways to reinforce and promote
science in their everyday lives. Through interactive demonstrations, they learned how
scientific inquiry extends beyond the science classroom and can be applied to all
subjects assessed on the PSSA.

The presentation emphasized the importance of critical thinking skills, including making
predictions and drawing inferences. Students and parents explored how these strategies
can support success in science, mathematics, and reading, while also helping them make
informed decisions in everyday situations.

Joe Romano'’s entertaining blend of science and magic inspired students and families to
view learning as a fun, hands-on process and encouraged them to continue exploring
the world around them through curiosity and inquiry.




WIEST HAZLETON

On Tuesday, October 13, 2026, third-grade parents and family members at West
Hazleton Elementary/Middle School participated in a special Literacy and Art Program
centered on the novel Third Grade Angels. Students and their families made meaningful
connections between the story and their own lives, reflecting on the importance of
perseverance, kindness, and personal growth. Following the literacy activity, participants
expressed their aspirations through art by creating “Reach for the Stars” paintings. Each
painting symbolized the students’ commitment to achieving their literacy goals and
reaching their full potential as readers and learners. The event provided a wonderful
opportunity for families to engage in learning together while celebrating creativity,
literacy, and student success.




WIEST HAZLETON

On November 5, 2026, author Heidi Mottin and her rescue dog, Jax, visited the second-
grade students at West Hazleton Elementary/Middle School. Through her book,
Rescuing Reed, Heidi shared a powerful message that everyone has worth and a
purpose. She emphasized the importance of love, compassion, and second chances,
showing students how even small acts of kindness can make a meaningful difference in
the lives of others.

Heidi also highlighted the importance of literacy by discussing her journey as an author
and explaining the process of writing and publishing her own book. Students were
fascinated to learn how an idea becomes a story and enjoyed hearing about her writing
experiences.

The presentation was a wonderful success, and second-grade students and their families
thoroughly enjoyed meeting Heidi and Jax. The visit inspired young readers while
reinforcing valuable lessons about kindness, perseverance, and making a positive impact
on the world around them.




HAZLETON ELEMENTARY MIDDLE
SCHOOL

On Wednesday, October 7, Ohio’s Historical Archaeological Society brought their Natural History
Adventure Traveling Museum to Hazleton Elementary Middle School for a presentation about
dinosaurs and fossils for our third through fifth grade classes. Corrina Barati from the Archaeological
Society started the program with a presentation about dinosaurs in front of a volcano scene where
they were able to inspect real dinosaur relics. After the presentation was over, the students had the
opportunity to explore various hands on stations and learn about dinosaur alley rocks, fossils, insects
and plant lifecycles. They also got to make a dinosaur rub that they got to take home with them.

Pictured are Mrs. Bogansky's 4th Grade Class in front of the volcano scene.

Pictured are Dayanari Argueta and Lionel Paz inspecting the dinosaur alley rocks.
Pictured are Rosely Solares and Ariana Nunez looking at fossils.



HAZLETON ELEMENTARY MIDDLE
SCHOOL

On Thursday, October 15, our fourth graders learned about the butterfly life cycle, complete with
exploring caterpillars and feeding butterflies. Our annual butterfly program presented by the Folk
family of Folk's Butterfly Farm was a huge success!




MAPLIE: MANOR

Mrs. Correll's 4th grade reading class read about natural disasters this week. The class participated in a
building challenge “Marshmallow Disaster Challenge”

Each student drew blueprints for a building idea that would withstand a classroom earthquake. The
students then had 15 minutes to use marshmallows and toothpicks for the build. Everyone did an
amazing job learning what the vocabulary words meant. Some words were “Alter, Collapse,
Destruction, Unpredictable, and Severe”.




MAPLIE: MANOR

MMEMS LIBRARY boogie EDUCATIONAL MUSICAL AND READING Program for 3rd grade Students
and families




MAPLIE: MANOR

MMEMS parent and students Learned about Fire Prevention on Tuesday, October 13th, 2026.
Thank you to the Hazleton and Hazle Township Fire departments for an informative and interactive
day. Parents and students listened to an educational assembly teaching them about fire safety in their
homes. Then, Parents were invited into the classrooms while firefighters read to the students and
families and answered questions. The program was concluded with a tour of the fire trucks while
applying new knowledge of what they read in the classroom and learned from the assembly.




MAPLIE: MANOR

MMEMS Fire safety Parent engagement Program Integrating Reading in the Classroom

Title | Federal programs purchased fictional leveled books and BookMarks about fire Safety for all 3rd
grade students.




MAPLIE: MANOR

MMEMS LIBRARY boogie EDUCATIONAL MUSICAL AND READING Program for 3rd grade Students
and families

all families were engaged with their child learning about different genres of books and songs to go
along with reading while learning ways to explore at home. This program kicked off the school year
promoting literacy to all children while getting them excited to learn and read with their parents.




MAPLIE: MANOR

Students, parents, and families in grades 3rd through 6th grade enjoyed an educational, engaging, and
interactive performance on Thursday, October 8th at Maple Manor Elementary Middle School. Parents
and families learned about physical and chemical science while distinguishing between science or
magic. Students participated on stage and observed examples of how to explore science at home. Joe
Romano has been a crowd favorite over the years bringing our school and families together!




MAPLIE: MANOR

TITLE | Parent Engagement Program
MMEMS 3rd-6th grade




MAPLIE: MANOR

MMEMS 3rd grade Title | Parent engagement program Celebrating October Fire Prevention Month
through reading in the classroom and at home.
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MCADOO

On November 4th, 2026, McAdoo-Kelayres Elementary Middle School welcomed approximately 100 parents/guardians to the parent
engagement activity “Is it Magic or Science?” by Joe Romano held for students in grades 3-6.

This event is organized by MKEMS interventionists and funded through Title 1; this interactive program was designed to bring families
together through the power of science. Parents and students explored how science is found in our everyday lives and discovered how
learning science can be both magical and meaningful.




'REELAND

Our 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students, along with their parents, enjoyed an exciting presentation by Joe Romano, Is It Magic or Science?
Through fun demonstrations and audience participation, students discovered how science can explain things that seem like magic. The
program encouraged curiosity, critical thinking, and a love of learning while showing that science is all around us. It was an engaging and
memorable experience for everyone!




HEIGHTS

The Joe Romano Science Show, Is It Magic or Science?, was an exciting and engaging educational event for 4th- and 5th-grade students and
their families at HTEMS. More than 100 parents attended with their children, making it a wonderful opportunity for parent engagement & the
home-school connection.

. Through a series of entertaining demonstrations, Joe Romano combined science and mystery to spark curiosity and encourage critical
thinking. Students and parents alike were actively involved, discovering the science behind seemingly magical experiments. The show
provided a fun and memorable learning experience that inspired a greater appreciation for science while bringing families together for an
afternoon of exploration and discovery.




FARLY LEARNING CENTER

On October 5, 2026, second-grade students at the Hazle Township Early Learning Center participated in a Title | federally funded parent

engagement program, Joe Romano’s Is it Magic or Science? This event was organized to promote literacy within science and encourage a

love of reading and STEM activities among young children. Families were invited to participate in and enjoy this unique activity with their
children.

During the program, science and STEM vocabulary were taught to the children as they enjoyed learning it through the tricks of science. Each
student received a book provided by Title | funding that was science related to take home and read with their families. The event
encouraged families to read with their children, review vocabulary, and play an active role in their child's education.




FARLY LEARNING CENTER

On November 6, 2026, Kindergarten students at the Hazle Township Early Learning Center participated in a Title | federally funded parent

engagement program, Decoding and Donuts. This event was organized to promote confidence in learning how to read by teaching the

students how to decode words through segmenting and blending them. Families were invited to learn ways to help their children decode
words at home to help build a successful foundation for reading.

During the program, students were taught how to segment words into phonemes and blend them back together to create a complete word.
The students used magnetic tile boards to practice these skills. In addition, the students learned a song that reminded them how to segment
and blend words. Title | funding provided each student with a delicious donut treat and a book to take home and read with their families.

The event encouraged families to read with their children, review vocabulary, and play an active role in their child's education.
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FCOLOGY CLUB COMPLI-TES FALL
CAMPUS CLEANUP

Twelve students and two teachers from the high school Ecology Club spent about an hour on the afternoon of
Wednesday, Oct. 21 tackling litter in the high-traffic areas around campus.

The group stuck to the busiest zones, working the main entrance, bus loop, and areas around the back and side of
the school. Armed with gloves and trash bags, they picked up wrappers, bottles and paper scattered along walkways
and near doorways where foot traffic is heaviest.

When asked what they picked up the most, they all agreed that it was candy wrappers and lollipop sticks.




CLOTHING SALLE
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CHRISTMAS IN CONYNGHAM

Sat December 5" at 12pm
Christmas in Conyngham Parade is on Sat Dec 5 at 12 in case any groups
from the schools want to participate. A participant decorated a golf cart
last year as a float. We also have walking groups. The more the merrier!

ChristmasinConyngham.weebly.com




SECURITY OFFICER APPRECATION
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FCOLOGY CLUB FUNDRAISER

P ORDER NOW ONLINE = $I6

| httpv [www.judysstore.com/ecology

Short Sleeve T-Shirt — $16.00 « Long Sleeve T-Shirt — $20.00
Crewneck Sweatshirt — $28.00 « Hoodie — $34.00

Sﬂ:-u checkout + Same |
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your . shirt on Ny
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\ Yo NATIONAL RECYCLING DAY ’
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HAZLE'TON ROTARY CLUB

The Hazleton Rotary provides a variety of philanthropic sponsorships and events
throughout the year to support our community and at times these efforts directly benefit
our students.

Rotary purchased approx. 800 coats in fall 2025 to be given to students, partnered with
the City of Hazleton Parks and Recreation and HIP to provide funds to support an
Elementary Basketball Program, provided gifts for children at Christmas. In the
springtime, several significant scholarships are provided to graduating seniors each year
to support students attending four-year post-secondary school and toward further
education in technical fields. Additionally, the club sponsors the full cost of several high
school students to attend an overnight, multiple day leadership experience at a college
with students from other school districts in Northeastern Pennsylvania. The Rotary Club
works throughout the year to make a positive contribution to our community, and these
are just a few student specific examples.

Rotary raises funds to be able to make these programs happen. One of these fundraisers
is the Lotto Calendar Card. 1000 tickets will be sold with winners each day of 2027.

How does it work?
If the 3-digit number comes up in 2027 in the evening drawing for the ticket purchased, a
check will be sent in the mail. Some days winners receive $25, Sundays $30 and special
holidays $100. One can win as many times as the number is drawn. Over $10,000 will be

sent out throughout the year with the remaining money going to philanthropic projects.

These tickets are fun to have surprise money arrive in the mail and to give as gifts with
the holidays approaching.

Cost: $20 (Cash or Check made out to Rotary Club of Hazleton)

If anyone is interested in purchasing a ticket, you are welcome to email me at
roslevegea@hasdkl2.org and | can arrange to get you a ticket.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of supporting the Rotary Club of Hazleton
through purchasing a ticket.



MKEMS PERFORAMNCE AT THE WBS
PENGUINS GAME

GROUP NIGHT WITH THE PENS

MCADOO/KELAYRES
ELEMENTARY Night Out!

SATURDAY, NOVEMEER 14

PENGUINS VS HAMILTOHN | 6:0SPM

Join the Pen%uins for an entertaining and action-packed
night cut with specialty gru::-u;ljjpricing and ﬁerksr A
portion of the proceeds goes back to the Chorus as part
cf a fundraiser!
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The MKEMS Chorus will once again be performing our national anthem along with the Canadian
national anthem on Saturday, Nov. |4th as 6:00 at the Mohegan Sun Arena as the WBS penguins
take on the newly formed Hamilton Hammers! A great night out for all!



NATIONAL SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY
AWARENESS WEEK
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STUDENTS FROM YOUR SCHOOL
DISTRICT ARLL CORDIALLY INVITED TO
PARTICIPATE IN PENNDOT'S 2026-2027
INNOVATION CHALLENGLE!

Attention High School Students!

Join PennDOT’s 2026-2027 Innovations Challenge!
What s 1t?

The PennDOT Innovations Challenge is a statewide competition asking students to help solve transportation problems.

Your Challenge?
Develop an innovative solution that helps prevent overheight vehicles from striking Pennsylvania’s bridges and tunnels.

Submission Deadline?
Friday, Jan. 28, 2027 at 11:59 p.m.

Your Award?
The statewide winning team will receive a monetary award to be announced on the challenge website at a later date.

More Information?

Complete project and submission guidelines are available by visiting www.penndot. pa.gov/innovation
and click on PennDOT Innovations Challenge or scan the GR Code.

Do you have an innovative solution to prevent overheight vehicles
from striking Pennsylvania's bridges and tunnels?

Give the PennDOT Innovations Challenge your best effort! fﬁ

L
Pennsylvania o E.'"&'::;T?

Department of Transportation

Develop an innovative solution that helps prevent overheight vehicles from striking Pennsylvania’s
bridges and tunnels. Your proposal should focus on identifying potential hazards before a collision
occurs while improving safety, protecting infrastructure, and minimizing disruptions to travelers and
local communities.




HASD IMMUNIZATIONS
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Immunization Clinic for Hazleton Area
School District Students

Saturday, October 17
10am to 1pm

Walmart Pharmacy
761 Airport Road, Hazle Township, PA 18202

Immunizations available:
Meningitis (7*" and 12*" grade requirement)
Tetanus (Tdap) (7*" grade requirement)
Flu, Covid, and more!

Reserve your spot:

Scan below or register with your school nurse today!
(Additional Family Members Welcome!)

O 750

Walmart

Pharmacy

Please bring Rx insurance card(s) to your appointment on 10/17!
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HAZLETON AREA EFDUCATION
FOUNDATION

The Hazleton Area Education Foundation is excited to share several updates about our programs and upcoming opportunities! As we
continue working to support our students, staff, and families, we want to thank everyone who has contributed to the Foundation’s continued
growth and success.

¥ The Red & White Club
The Red & White Club continues to grow, and we are grateful to all district employees who have joined us in supporting our schools!
Through monthly payroll contributions, members help fund educational opportunities while enjoying benefits such as dress-down days,
monthly classroom grant drawings, staff appreciation giveaways, and a 10% discount at the student store.
Congratulations to our October winners!
@ October Classroom Mini-Grant: Tracey Grohol
@ October Staff Appreciation Gift: Leighann Feola

= Beyond the Classroom Grant Program
We are excited to announce the application dates for our next round of Beyond the Classroom Grants!
@® Applications Open: January 28, 2027
@ Applications Close: June 3, 2027
@ Grant Awards Announced: First day of the 2027-2028 school year
@ Maximum Grant Award: $1,500 per teacher
The Beyond the Classroom Grant Program provides funding for creative classroom projects, educational resources, and unique learning
experiences that go beyond the traditional school budget.
We encourage eligible teachers throughout the district to begin thinking about projects that could make a meaningful difference for their
students.

@ Cougar Welcome - September 2027
We are excited to introduce Cougar Welcome, a new initiative launching in September 2027!
Through this program, incoming Hazleton Area High School freshmen will receive a special welcome notebook to help kick off their high
school experience.
With the assistance of our senior students, Cougar Welcome will help introduce freshmen to the many opportunities available at Hazleton
Area High School, including clubs, athletics, activities, and ways to become involved in the school community.
Our goal is to make every incoming freshman feel welcomed, supported, and proud to be a Cougar!

@ Hazleton Area Care Grant
The Foundation is also excited to introduce the Hazleton Area Care Grant, a new initiative focused on supporting district families
experiencing unexpected financial hardships.
Through this program, each of our 16 schools will have the opportunity to help a family in need by providing a $250 grant.
Working alongside our school guidance offices, we hope to provide assistance when families need it most.
This program is being made possible through the generosity of local businesses, community sponsors, and the Hazleton Area Education
Foundation.
Thank You for Your Continued Support!

The Hazleton Area Education Foundation remains committed to creating opportunities for our students, supporting our dedicated staff, and
helping families throughout the Hazleton Area School District.
Whether you participate in the Red & White Club, apply for a classroom grant, or help spread the word about our programs, you are helping
us make a difference in our school community.
We look forward to another exciting year of giving back!

Thank you for everything you do for our students and our district.
Hazleton Area Education Foundation
Supporting Students. Empowering Educators. Strengthening Our Community.
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	HAZLETON AREA
	SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER
	SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2026
	Dear staff, students, and families,
	As we began this school year, I want to extend a warm welcome to every member of our school community. Each of you brings experiences, hopes, strengths, and perspectives that help make our schools places of learning, care, and belonging.
	The first two months of school have given us many opportunities to reconnect, settle into new routines, and begin the important work of growing together. Thank you for the energy, patience, and care you have brought to this shared beginning.
	Across our community, we have seen the steady work of learning take shape. Students have challenged themselves, asked questions, practiced new skills, and supported one another. Staff have guided, encouraged, adapted, and created the conditions for students to feel known and able to learn. Families have partnered with our schools in ways that strengthen the connection between home and school.
	These first weeks have also reminded us that progress is built through relationships. In classrooms, hallways, activities, and everyday moments, we are learning more about one another and building trust. Every act of perseverance, welcome, collaboration, and kindness contributes to our shared accomplishments.
	As the holidays approach, I am especially grateful for this community and for the many ways you help one another feel valued and included. This season can be a meaningful time to practice kindness, make room for connection, and notice those who may need extra care or encouragement.
	Families and loved ones celebrate in different ways, and every tradition, observance, and choice deserves respect. Whatever this time of year looks like for you, I hope it offers opportunities for rest, reflection, and meaningful time with the people who matter to you.
	May we carry the spirit of gratitude, belonging, and shared purpose with us as we continue the school year. Let us return ready to keep learning, keep listening, and keep building a community where every student, staff member, and family feels welcome and supported.
	Thank you for all that you do to make our schools stronger and more caring places. I am grateful to begin this year with you and encouraged by all we will continue to accomplish together.
	With gratitude,
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	Pictured are Mrs. Bogansky's 4th Grade Class in front of the volcano scene.
	Pictured are Dayanari Argueta and Lionel Paz inspecting the dinosaur alley rocks.
	Pictured are Rosely Solares and Ariana Nunez looking at fossils.
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