
Taft Greyhounds

Odem Owls

Little Greyhound Night



Dear Greyhound Fans,
Welcome to Greyhound Stadium, Home of the Mighty Greyhounds! Our 
2026 season will be filled with success and unforgettable memories.

Thank you to our students, staff, parents, and community members for 
supporting our academic and extracurricular programs. At Taft ISD, we 
achieve greatness when we combine our unique strengths and work as a 
united force. 

It gives me great pleasure to recognize our 2026 Football, Cross Country, 
and Volleyball teams, alongside our Band, Cheerleaders, Color Guard, and 
Athletic Trainers! Your hard work and commitment set a heroic example 
for our Whippets and Pups. Continue to lead with respect, honor, and 
unmistakable Taft Pride!

Dr. Irene Garza
Superintendent of Schools, Taft ISD



Taft ISD Spectator Behavior Expectations
• Always offer positive encouragement to your team. Do not ridicule or belittle 

opposing players, coaches, or fans. 

• Model respectful behavior by maintaining self-control and demonstrating good 
sportsmanship, regardless of the outcome of the game. 

• Treat all participants—opposing players, coaches, officials, and fellow 
spectators—with courtesy and respect. 

• Accept the decisions of game officials with dignity and restraint, even when you 
disagree. 

• Spectators are not allowed on the field/court before, during or after the game.

• Remember, your behavior reflects on our school and community. Support a safe, 
respectful, and enjoyable environment for all. 

Administrators on duty and law enforcement officers reserve the right to remove any individual 
from the facility who does not fulfill these expectations.









Taft Independent School District Board of Trustees

Front Row: Johnny Carvajal – Secretary, Manuel Banda- President, Diana Buendia- Vice President

Back Row: Dr. Irene Garza-Taft ISD Superintendent of Schools, Miranda Benedict-Trustee, Matthew Banda-Trustee, 
Nicole Garza-Trustee, Paul L. Treviño-Trustee



Taft ISD District Administration

Lamar Galindo
Special Education Director

Angelita Lopez 
Asst. Superintendent for Curriculum and Finance 

Manuel Lunoff
Ass t.  Superintendent for HR and Communications

Tanner Yates
Technology  Coordinator

Mark Bechtold
Director of Facilities & Operations

Emily Gamez
Director of Business



Mrs. Melissa Pittman
Woodroe Petty Elementary Principal

2026 TAFT ISD CAMPUS PRINCIPALS

Mrs. Vanessa Sanchez
Ricardo L. Trevino JHS Principal

Mr. Thomas Harris
Taft High School Principal



Taft ISD Campus Leadership

Vanessa Sanchez , 
Ricardo L. Treviño JHS Principal

Melissa Pittman, 
Woodroe Petty Elementary Principal

Stephanie LaFavers, 
Woodroe Petty Elementary Asst. Principal

Elvia Lopez -Flores, 
Woodroe Petty Elementary Counselor

Clarissa Moreno, 
Ricardo L. Treviño JHS Asst. Principal

Elizabeth Anderson, 
Ricardo L. Treviño JHS Counselor 



2nd Place-
Woodroe Petty Elementary 

First Grade Classes

RLTJHS 
8TH Grade 

Class 
3rd Place-

THS Office Staff



Woodroe 
Petty 

Elementary 

A HUGE round of applause for our amazing students who have no tardies, no early checkouts, and no absences! 
We would like to celebrate the 159 kids in the following grade levels: 

5th, 4th, 3rd, 2nd, 1st, Kindergarten, Pre-Kindergarten
Way to go Petty Pups!  





Ricardo L. Treviño 
JHS 

Academic Spotlight

The Ricardo L. Trevino JHS Team would like to recognize our newest 
members of the RLTJH chapter of The National Junior Honor Society.

Back row: Catalina Martinez, Adelita Caceres, Cayden Tijerina, Jacob Cantu, 
John Martinez, Ayden Vasquez

Front row: Sophia Reyes, Aubriella Garcia, Madelyn Benson, Jordan Leal, Julio Castillo 
IV, Lillyana Hernandez, Anthony Hernandez, 



Taft High School 
Academic
Excellence

P-Tech program

• Payton Martinez

• Antonio Maldonado

• Caillou Trevino

• Trinity Mendoza

• Madalynn Ash

• Roland Hoy



TAFT ISD BOND 2024
Moving Forward

Taft ISD Bond Update--August 28, 2026
Progress continues on the new high school with new pavement 
being put down in the back of the campus and work continuing 

on the auditorium.



Taft ISD Coaching Staff

Joe Riojas
 Taft ISD Athletic Director/Head Football Coach 

Ricardo Elizondo
Offensive Coordinator

Juan Buendia
Special Teams Coordinator



Taft ISD Coaching Staff

Joseph Rodriguez
Assistant Coach

Alex Ayala 
Assistant Coach

H. Isaac Rodriguez
Assistant Coach

Alejandro Azocar
Assistant Coach

Charles West
Assistant Coach

Steven Bijarro
Assistant Coach



Taft ISD Coaching Staff

Angelica Velazquez
Head Volleyball Coach

Elvia Lopez -Flores
Head Cross Country Coach

Asst. HS/JH VB Coach

Laney Harlen
Asst. HS/JH VB  Coach

Taylor Zabel
Asst. HS/JH VB  Coach

Kyle Gonzalez
Assistant XC Coach

Naomi Moreno
HS Cheer Coach

Nicole Borchers
JH Cheer Coach

Angelina Estrada, ATC
Athletic Trainer

Darias Whittington
HS Girls Basketball  Coach













Taft HS Co -Band Directors & Section Leaders

Jason Palmore
Co-HS/JH Band Director & Color Guard

Maximus Valdez
Co-HS/JH Band Director & Color Guard

Isabella Trevino
Low Brass Section Leader

Serenity Rodriguez
Flute Section Leader

Riley Hernandez
Reeds Section Leader

Ryannon  Guajardo
High Brass Section Leader

Not pictured:
Antonio Maldonado -  Percussion Section Leader

Chloe Rios -  Drum Major



HS Cross Country Team

L-R(front row): Aaleyonna Perez, Jada Leal, Karime Contreras DeLeon
L-R(back row): Stephen Rojas, Miguel Castillo-Maya, Isaiah Villarreal, Antonio Maldonado,

Dominick Marquez, Rick Rodriguez
Not picture: Michael Ortiz Jr.

Coaches: 
Elvia Lopez-

Flores
Kyle Gonzalez











TAFT HIGH SCHOOL ALMA MATER
HAIL ALMA MATER, HATS OFF TO YOU.

EVER YOU’LL FIND US, LOYAL AND TRUE.
FIRM AND UNDAUNTED, EVER WE’LL BE

HAIL TO THE SCHOOL WE LOVE
HERE’S A TOAST TO THEE!

TAFT HIGH SCHOOL FIGHT SONG
FIGHT!  FIGHT!  FIGHT FOR TAFT HIGH!

YOU’VE GOTTA SEE THOSE COLORS TRUE.
FIGHT!  FIGHT!  FIGHT FOR TAFT HIGH!

YOU’VE GOTTA SEE THAT BALL STRAIGHT 
THROUGH.

WHEN THE GAME IS OVER, YOU’LL KNOW–
IT WAS A CASE OF DO OR DIE.

IT WAS VICTORY AND THAT’S THE
SPIRIT OF OL’ TAFT HIGH!
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