PRINCIPAL'S NEWSLETTER novemger 9, 2026

EVENTS 11/9-11/20 (SCHOOL EVENTS, PTA EVENTS, )
11/9-11/15 (B-WEEK) 1/16-11/22 (A-WEEK)
9-20 Fall Food Drive Grade Level Competition 9-20 Fall Food Drive Grade Level Competition
9 Reflections Awards Assembly 9:15 During HR 16 Ballroom 2:25-3:30
9 Ballroom 2:25-3:30 16 TSD Oak Canyon Parent/Community Mtgs.
10 Honor Roll Treats Distributed During Lunches 16 Science Demo Team Community Night 6:30 PM
17 School Community Council Meeting 2:30 in TLC
11-13 Basketball Tryouts (More Info Below) 17 ASD School Board Meeting 6:00 @ District Office
1 Ballroom 1:25-2:40 18 Hall’s Class to Color Me Mine 9:45-12:00
18 TSD School Board Meeting 6:00 @ SPED Bldg.
13 Homeroom Assembly-- 18 PTSA Eagle of the Month 10:00 in the TLC

18 PTSA Meeting 10:30 in the TLC

18 Ballroom 1:25-2:40

19 Boys’ Basketball vs. Timberline 3:00
19 Girls’ Basketball @ Timberline 3:00
20 Homeroom Assembly--EARTH POD

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Greetings, Eagles!

As we wrap up the first term of the school year, | want to take a moment to celebrate all that is going well at Oak
Canyon! Our students and teachers have settled into a great rhythm, and it has been exciting to see our Flex
program take shape. Students are enjoying the enrichment opportunities available to them, while also taking
advantage of the time to catch up on assignments, get extra help, and take ownership of their learning. I'm
grateful for the hard work of our teachers and staff in making these opportunities possible, and I'm proud of our
students for the way they've embraced them. We've had a great first term, and there is much to celebrate!

Of course, even as we focus on the good things happening inside our classrooms, there are some significant
changes on the horizon for our school community.

On October 21st, the Timpanogos School Board voted unanimously to reconfigure all junior highs in the district as
middle schools beginning with the 2027-2028 school year. This means that ninth graders will attend high school,
while middle schools will serve students in sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. Although we will certainly miss
having our ninth graders with us, we believe this change has the potential to benefit students at all grade levels.
We are beginning to think about how we might celebrate our outgoing eighth and ninth graders, welcome our
incoming sixth and seventh graders, and support the staff members who will be making transitions as well.

However, there is still one very significant question that must be answered before we can move forward with
those plans.

As you know, Oak Canyon is one of two secondary schools in Timpanogos School District currently being
considered for closure. The Board is expected to make that decision in December. Until then, we find ourselves in a
bit of a holding pattern, preparing for a future that we cannot yet fully envision.



I recognize that this uncertainty is difficult. Oak Canyon means a great deal to so many people, and the possibility
of closing a school brings with it a wide range of emotions. Those feelings are real and understandable. Our schools
are much more than buildings. They are places where relationships are built, traditions are created, and memories
are made. They become part of who we are.

At the same time, | believe we have an opportunity—and a responsibility—to help shape what comes next.

Regardless of whether our students and teachers are housed at Oak Canyon or Orem Junior High in the future, our
commitment to them does not change. Our students deserve to feel welcomed, supported, and excited about
coming to school. Our teachers and staff deserve to feel valued and connected. And our families deserve to know
that the adults in their children’s lives are working together to create the best possible experience for them.

That will require all of us to approach the coming months with open minds, positive attitudes, and a
willingness to come together as one community. We may have different opinions about what should happen,
but | hope we can be united in our commitment to making whatever happens successful for our students.

On Monday, November 16th, representatives from Timpanogos School District will visit Oak Canyon for a parent
and community meeting at 1:30 p.m,, followed by a faculty meeting at 2:20 p.m. The purpose of these meetings is
not to make a case for keeping one school open over another. Rather, they are an opportunity to have meaningful
conversations about what a successful school closure and/or merging of school communities could look like. What
would help students feel connected? How can we honor the traditions and identities of both schools? What can
we do now to make a potential transition as positive as possible?

| encourage you to participate in

these conversations, ask thoughtful SC h ool Co mmuhn ity CO nve rsatio n

questions, share your ideas, and help i
us focus on the things we can You r V0|ce M atte rS!

influence. Please join us for an open conversation about the Mother of All Boundary Studies

(MOABS). This is a chance to ask questions, share perspectives, and discuss how we
At the beginning of the year, | shared can best support students, families, and educators during potential school transitions
my thoughts about what success @ Oak Canyon Junior High on Tuesday, November 16, 2026

looks like. | said that success is about Together, we'll explore two important questions:
effort—sho W/ng up each day, dO/ng If your school were to close: What would a positive, supportive transition to a new school look like?
our best, treating others with If your school welcomes new students and staff: How can we create a welcoming environment where

everyone feels connected, supported, and a sense of belonging?

kindness and empathy, and resolving

to do it all again the next day, a /itt/e Our Goal: Listen, learn, and work together to ensure every student, family, and educator
b h b f feels valued and supported, no matter what changes may come.
etter than before.

. " . Parent Meeting: 1:30 PM in the Media Center
| believe that definition of success is Faculty: 2:20 PM in the Media Center

especially meaningful now.

Success this year won't be measured 7
by which building remains open or TIMPANOGOS

what name appears on the outside SCHOOL DISTRICT

of a school. It will be measured by

how we treat one another, how we support our students, and how we respond to the challenges and
opportunities ahead.

Whatever the future holds for Oak Canyon, no decision can erase the experiences, relationships, traditions, and
memories that have made this school special. And no decision can take away the opportunity we have, right now,
to make this a wonderful year for our students.

My hope is that when we look back on this year, we will remember more than the uncertainty. We'll remember a
community that showed up for one another, celebrated what made us special, welcomed new possibilities, and
chose to move forward together.

Once an Eagle, always an Eagle. Let's continue to make this a year worth remembering!

Mrs. Ross
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FALL FOOD DRIVE--NOVEMBER 2-20
From Ms. Taylor and the Hope Squad: \

It's time for our annual Food Drive! Below is the

important information you need to know:
TABITHA’S WAY & OCJH FOOD

1. Dates - November 2 - November 20 SRR
2. Competition - Grade Level: 7th, 8th, and 9th
grade students will compete to collect the
most food for the drive. Food will be collected
in homerooms. -~FOOD DRIVE-

3. Donations - The food will go to our own Oak »  Grab & go snacks
. , . . Canned food
Canyon Food Pantry and Tabitha's Way in . Boxed food

Pleasant Grove.
4. Plastic Bags and Flyers - We are going to give m

every student a plastic bag with a flyer they Bring your food to your homeroom class

can give to a neighbor to collect food for the Y e

drive. 7™ vs 8™ vs 9™
5. BINGO Cards - Students can collect items to fill

out a BINGO card for prizes. &;*
7\

Last year, we collected a record amount of food. Our

OCJH food pantry was fully stocked and we managed ~ \ /
to fill multiple giant bins for Tabitha's Way. We would
love to do even more this year. It's also a wonderful opportunity for our students to put the needs of others ahead

of their own!

REFLECTIONS AWARDS ASSEMBLY--DURING HR 11/9

On Monday, November 9th, during Homeroom, we will be calling all students who submitted a Reflections entry to
come down to the Library for an awards assembly. The parents/guardians of those students are invited to attend
the awards assembly as well.

HONOR ROLL TREATS DURING LUNCHES 11/10

Students that earned a 3.7 GPA or higher for Term 1 can go to the
PTSA tables in the commons on Tuesday, November 10, during their
lunch to get a treat! Thanks PTA!

FROM THE OAK CANYON PTSA

Our PTSA does so much to support our school and students--selling
suckers on Fridays, sponsoring the Eagle of the Month student
recognitions, organizing Spirit Nights, making generous donations
for school improvements, recognizing our honor roll students, and




more! We encourage all to join the PTSA--the membership dues go a long way for our school. In addition, Eagle

Cards are a great value for all of the discounted goods and services they provide. To join the PTSA, purchase

Eagle Cards, and/or donate for Teacher Birthday/Appreciation gifts, please visit the Oak Canyon PTSA store link:

ocjhlindon.givebacks.com

BASKETBALL
TRYOUTS--NOVEMBER
1-13

Basketball tryouts for both the
Oak Canyon Boys’ and Girls’
Teams will be held November
11-13. See the flyer for more

information.

KINDNESS DAY &

KKINDNESS T-SHIRTS

Our Kindness Club and Hope
Squad are pleased to celebrate
Kindness Day on Friday,
November 13. There are specially
created activities/lessons for our
students to experience in
Homeroom that day. Also, if your
student is interested in
purchasing a Kindness T-shirt for
$12 to wear that day (and
throughout the year), click on the
following link. This is what the

shirts look like.

G .
KINDNESS

OAK CANYON JUNIOR HIGH

BASKETBALL
TRYOUTS

FOR 9™ GRADE
BOYS & GIRLS

GIRLS’ TRYOUTS: '
NOV. 11: 3:30-5:30

NOV. 12: 2:20-4:10 '

NOV. 13: 2:20-4:10

PARENT MEETING ’
11/13: 4:30-5:30

NOVEMBER
11-13

BOYS’ TRYOUTS:

\NOV. 11: 1:15-3:00
NOV.12: 4:10-6:00
NOV.13: 4:10-6:00

5 PARENT MEETING
11/16: AFTER
PRACTICE

EAGLE BASKETBALL —



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://ocjhlindon.givebacks.com/store?limit=21&live=true__;!!P-Vt7t5jJSrPd9zQ!vlWYREqBmo-os9FrZ1Ags6fbu62kN8tUt9zlLHn8D0HdOrcKlz69linD7UqiCXFOUsr8-JOKUxZNV283mjybD5W52A$
https://timpsd.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/5859/629/False/True

SCIENCE DEMO TEAM PARENT/COMMUNITY NIGHT 11/16--YOU'RE INVITED!

OAK CANYON
SCIENCE DEMO TEAM |
COMMUNITY NIGHT

WITH OVER 50
DIFFERENT
DEMONSTRATIONS
THIS EVENT IS FUN
FOR THE WHOLE

FAMILY!!!

| HELP US GO ANOTHER 30
YEARS MORE, USE
“OCJH SCIENCE DEMO TEAM”
IN THE NOTES OF YOUR

| DONATION

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!!!

MONDAY 11/16
G:30PM
COME ENJOY A NIGHT
OF PURE SCIENCE
MAGIC!!

COME AND LEARN
FROM THE
|_.ONGEST RUNNING
STUDENT LED
PROGRAM IN THE
DISTRICT

\ A// |
\_/

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!

RISE AWARD NOMINATIONS

In Alpine School District, we appreciate our
teachers and staff members who make a
difference for students, parents, colleagues,
and others. Use this form to nominate a
school employee for the Alpine District
RISE (Remarkable, Inspiring, Selfless,
Encouraging) Award. Please use specific

examples about why this employee
deserves the RISE award. This award is

intended for employees who work directly
with students. Please note: Your

nomination and name will be used to notify
the employee with a copy of the
nomination and may be used in

promotional materials such as the district
newsletter or social media.

COUNSELOR CORNER

€7 385-579-5531

NOVEMBER

Nov 2nd-20th

oakcanyon.alpineschools.org

Bring Non-Perishable
Food to Homeroom.

COPING SKILL OF
THE MONTH

3, - I Active listening
Put away distractions and give someone

your full attention for two minutes,

It’s a competition
= between 7", 8™ and 9
grade!

y
s

. B focusing completely on understanding
Food will Stoc!( OCJH's Pantry their words rather than planning your
and Tabitha’s Way response.
H‘B Y%y"nw 8TH GRADE CCR'S
T- CHRONIC —
ABSENTEEISM CCR'sare in
Missing 10% + of total school d fuIISW|hng
issing + of total school days t!
for 8
18 days total graders!
2 days a month
6 days in the first 60 days
Please email
your
counselor if
BEYOND THE CLASSR0OM youdon't

know when
you are

scheduled

tocomeiin.

10 total class
d




PTSA REFLECTIONS AWARD WINNERS

We would like to congratulate the following students on their winning Reflections entries:

Dance Choreography
Molly Larsen: Excellence

) NATIONAL PTA’

REFLECTIONS

Film Production
Kensington Lentz: Excellence

Literature

Audrey Haldeman: Excellence
Eleanor Harris: Excellence
Jane Harris: Excellence

Molly Larsen: Excellence
Kensington Lentz: Merit
Brielle Marshall: Merit

Grey Kowallis: Merit

Photography

Hannah Murri: Excellence
Audrey Haldeman: Excellence
Luke Petersen: Excellence
Avery Greene: Excellence
Molly Larsen: Excellence
Colette Bentz: Merit

Aden Lees: Merit

Colter McBride: Merit
Brooklyn Farnsworth: Merit

2D Art
Audrey Haldeman: Excellence
Edison Kim: Excellence

Rosie Graham: Excellence Amy Hintze

Grey Kowallis: Excellence beladara@gmail.com
Evalynn Partridge: Excellence
Brooklyn Farnsworth: Merit

Eden Dickson: Merit

3D Art

Aumei Schroeppel: Excellence
Molly Larsen: Excellence

Grey Kowallis: Excellence

Ava Jensen: Excellence

Brielle Marshall: Excellence

Eden Dickson: Merit
Rex Hill: Merit



COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS:

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH
or
MONDAY NOVEMBER 23RDgoriiner

6:00 PM-8:00 PM 6-6:30 PM
ole
ann‘a::‘ {un nand WY COMMUNITY CENTER WORKSHOP
fam‘“{wcauoﬂﬁ,‘\e\ 6:30-8:00 PM
wo\‘ksh p ur (am‘ Y ]
deﬁ\\'\:e‘fs ro\‘f:\ CHILDCARE
a ' aicath
v '“;eng"“e“ FOR 5 AND UNDER

sk\“s a (:\J ponds-

SCAN THE QR CODE
OR CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

FMATIL 1IFNSFN@LTNRAON CAV

Come Connect, Create,

and Cope ’rogefher!
Famihc.s will leave with practical Tools to

\(O‘JRSELF AND Eﬁ
manage stress, improve communication, and

grow stronger Together.

’5’@

fun insteuction and activities in

) Monday
 CoRfg arcas: December 14th
{@( A o

6-6:30 pm Dinner
6:30-8 pm Workshop

Lindon Community

Registration is Center
required
M
LINDON
CARES.

REMINDERS:
.
26-27 BELL SCHEDULE O RECANNC
M F A 6 L [ S =
M, T, TH, F WEDNESDAY
A1/B5 7:45-9:05 7:45-8:55
HR/FLEX 9:12-9:42 -
A2/B6 9:49-11:03 9:02-10:12
1ST LUNCH 11:03-11:33 -
A3/B7 1:40-12:54 10:19-1:29
A4/B8 1:01-2:15 11:36-12:46
LUNCH - 12:46-1:15
A-DAY B-DAY
TEACHER LUNCH SCHEDULE TEACHER LUNCH SCHEDULE
Determined by A3 Class Determined by B7 Class
FIRST LUNCH SECOND LUNCH FIRST LUNCH SECOND LUNGH
ANDRUS IM||.LER ALLPHIN MORTENSEN ANDRUS. MARSHALL | ALLPHIN MEINZER
MEHW DELACRUZ JMOLLTON BLAKE MILLER BAGULEY MORTENSEN
e e BT WEC ] BRASWELL |MONSON | CAMPBELL | MOULTON
w 00500 (AT 1 [CASTILO | MOOREHEAD|CHENEY | OTTeRsoN
(CASTILLO PRESTES HERMANSEN | PETERSON
ot 1 e COOK NGUYEN | DE LA CRUZ | PAYNE
GRAHAM RADEBAUGH | HOLMES SEMINARY FIETKAU PRESTES ECALONO PETERSON
RALL ROBISON JORGENSEN |smimh FLOOD PUCKETT ESCOBEDO ROBINSON
HARDY REDFORD KUNKEL STONE GRAHAM RADEBAUGH | HALES SANDERS
HULSEY __ |SHUMWAY |MEINZER | TORRENCE HALL REDFORD _ [HOLMES | SEMINARY
JeNSEN  |TAYLOR HULSEY | ROBISON _|JORGENSEN | sMimH
LAMOREAUX | THOMAS JENSEN TAYLOR KUNKEL
MARSHALL TAMOREAUX | THOMAS | MATHER




