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• Definitions
• Full Time Equivalent (FTE)-WAC 392-121-122

• “…"full-time equivalent student" means each enrolled student in the 
school district or charter school as of one of the enrollment count dates 
for at least the minimum number of hours set forth in subsection (1) of 
this section…beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, the minimum 
hours for all grades are 27 hours and 45 minutes each week…or 5 hours 
and 33 minutes for each scheduled school day.”
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• Average Annual Full Time Equivalency (AAFTE)
• The average of a student’s enrollment in each of the 10 month period from 

September to June of each school year.
• The measurement used by the state of Washington to determine a school’s 

eligibility for basic education and other forms of state funding.

• Headcount
• A total number of people 
• Headcount may not directly correspond to FTE because a student may only be 

enrolled to attend parts of a day
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• Factors that influence enrollment
• Births
• Transitions
• Construction
• Mobility
• Withdrawal from school
• Pandemic
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• Births
• Weighted Average 25 year (1995-2020) relationship between births and K enrollment is 83.28%
• Covid years 2020 and 2021 excluded from analysis
• 2022 K enrollment represents major shift in trend – K enrollment only represented 71% of 2017 live births
• 2023-2024 K enrollment estimate based on 2022-2023 experience
• An additional assumption in the 2023-2024 recommendation-K students who were not enrolled in 2022-2023 will 

not enroll in 1st grade in 2023-2024 
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• Transitions
• Cohort movement from one grade level to the next
• Non-linear relationship between some transitions
• K to 1st grade: transition factor of 1.074 applies when 

using weighted average methodology
• 8th grade to 9th grade: transition factor 1.09 applies 

when using weighted average methodology
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• Methodology
• April Rollup

• Current year projected April K-11 AAFTE rolled up to next grade with K 
enrollment based on birth data.

• Does not take into account transitions between grades K-1 and grades 8-9 
or changes in enrollment that occur across months.

• Weighted Historical Average
• Similar to cohort survival but looks at longer range trends in data to 

project changes in population as students transition between grades with 
K enrollment based on birth data. 

• OSPI Cohort Survival
• Rollup of current students to next year grade level using prior year 

population changes to predict next year and future years’ population.
• Most sensitive to recent events, may misrepresent longer term trends.







Enrollment Projection 
2023-2024 School Year

• Volatility- a tendency to change quickly and 
unpredictably.

• Conservative-A conservative estimate is one 
that is cautious to avoid excess in approximating 
the quantity, degree, or worth of something.
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• Methodology

Conservative nature of estimate

Considers 
volatility 

in population 
changes 

Cohort Survival 

Weighted Historical Average 

April Rollup 
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• Projection-expressed in terms of AAFTE



Enrollment Projection
2023-2024 School Year

• Projection-expressed in terms of AAFTE



• Thank you!
• Questions?

– Brian Lewis, Executive Director of Operations
– blewis@asd.wednet.edu
– 360-618-6238
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