LOWELL OBSERVATORY

OBJECTIVE:

MATERIALS:

PROCEDURE:

MOON CLOCK

The moon clock will allow your
studentsto know wherethemoon is
in thesky at any time of day or
night once given its phase.

v Scissors
v Brads

1. Cut out both partsof your moon clock.

2. Placeyour direction finder (portion with E, S, an W) on
top of your moon phase cutout. Placea brad through the ®
for both partsat once.

3. Hold your moon clock so that the direction finder
portion hasthe words horizon right side up, or makesure
the house and tree are upright. This portion of the moon
clock representsthe ground at your feet.

4. Review the phase of the moon for the day of the activity
(consult your daily newspaper.) Placethat phase of the
moon directly above the south (S) arrow on your direction
finder. Read thetime abovethearrow, and check that all
the students have the sametime. Thetime shown iswhen
that phase of the moon will be highest in the sky. Notethe
position of the sun. Isit day or night? If the sun isbelow
the horizon lineit is night.

5. Placethe phase of themoon so it isabovetheletter E. E
representsthe eastern horizon. Now read the time above
the South (S) arrow. Thisisthetimethat particular phase
of themoon will rise. Repeat thisstep for theW. This
represents when the moon will set.
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Keep this level
with your horizon




