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Students in Mrs. Stewart's reading classes visited The Paper Garden in Indiana. This field trip,

funded by a classroom innovation grant from the Indiana Area Education Foundation, was designed

to help students build their own personal libraries while supporting local business. Students

shopped for books with a budgeted amount, and many students were able to purchase several

books from the store that may be used in May for an individual reading project. More importantly,

this project served as the beginning of home libraries and book collections for these students,

which can support a lifelong habit of reading and learning.

Thank you, Indiana Area Education Foundation and The Paper Garden, for supporting this incredible

experience for students.

Congratulations to our IHS Class of 2026! We are incredibly proud of their accomplishments and

contributions to the Indiana Area Senior High School community. They have strengthened all

aspects of our school community including academics, arts, athletics, advising, and extracurricular

opportunities. Our seniors have worked to become college, career, and life ready while

exemplifying the highest standards of work ethic, scholarship, integrity, and service. These young

people have made IHS a better place during their tenure at IHS and are leaving an impacting legacy.



We will miss seeing and working with our seniors on a daily basis but are comforted to know that

their promise and potential as young people will serve them well for many years to come. On

behalf of our IHS faculty and staff, as well as our Operational Principal, Mr. Doug Johnson, and our

Dean of Students, Mr. Michael Bertig, we congratulate our IHS graduating Class of 2026 and extend

the very best wishes in all of their future endeavors!

Indiana Proud of Our Students,

Wade McElheny

The Indiana Arts Council’s (IAC) annual Youth Arts Celebration (YAC) took place in the community

from April 18 - May 2. IAC partnered with downtown Indiana to bring artwork to area businesses

and organizations. Indiana High School students' work was displayed at the Indiana Free Library as

well as Skin Art Works. The IHS artworks that were featured proudly represented our school. Local

artists judged the artworks in the celebration, and two IHS students were awarded prizes for their

work:

Maddy Williams - 1st Place, Grades 9-12, 2-Dimensional Art

Rosalie McCreary - 2nd Place, Grades 9-12 3-Dimensional Art



The IHS ATHENA Club proudly hosted its annual Voices of Tomorrow Leadership Summit

“Becoming Her,” welcoming more than 100 students from five local high schools: Indiana High

School, Marion Center High School, Purchase Line High School, River Valley High School, and

United High School. Planned and led by IHS ATHENA members, the event focused on empowering

young women through leadership, confidence, and community connection.

Students had the opportunity to hear from four inspiring women from the Indiana County

community: Laurie Kuzneski, Ellen Ruddock, Melissa Jones, and Gabrielle Myers, who shared their

personal journeys to success and offered meaningful advice for the future. The day also featured a

self-defense course led by Elite Combative Systems and a “Power Words” session facilitated by Dr.

Holly Rougeaux of Indiana County ATHENA and Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

As part of the summit’s mission of leadership through service, the IHS ATHENA Club also

coordinated a donation drive to support the Chevy Chase Community Center. The donation drive

was a powerful reminder of the impact young leaders can make when they come together to

inspire, support, and uplift one another.

The Indiana Area Senior High School chapter of Science National Honor Society welcomes the

new class of 2027 inductees. These students have demonstrated scholarship in science



academics as well as a continuous pursuit of knowledge through scientific investigations.

Front: Addison Porter, Marlie Mangold, Heather Paul, Sahana Mehta (President), Liliana Manzi

(Vice President), Julia Weber (Secretary), Sarah Shahin, Brionna Szalkowski, Liliana Vello, Angelo

Gentile, Andy Hao, Liam Hunter, Samantha Lawrence, Allison Lichtenfels

Back: Joshua Reed (Treasurer), John Cross, Daniel Trevorrow, Brayden Stevens

Missing from photo: William Herr, Rachel Livermore, Ashlyn Schweissing, Tyler Yount

Officers

Eva Nealen (Outgoing President), Sahana Mehta (President), Joshua Reed (Treasurer), Audrey Yang

(Outgoing Treasurer), Liliana Manzi (Vice President), Edmond Lin (Outgoing Vice President), Julia

Weber (Secretary), Elizabeth Major (Outgoing Secretary)



As a group of students who strive to make a difference in our

school, Ambassadors help all new students and freshmen to adjust

and feel comfortable and confident at IHS. They give tours to new

students; plan, organize and run Welcome Day and Freshman

Orientation for incoming 9th grade and new students; and work with

Athena Club, Pep Club, and SGA to welcome our 8th graders on

Move-Up Day. From connection groups to events, we have been

working to make our school a more welcoming and friendly

community.

Ambassadors organized four different connection groups for our

freshman class this year. This provided time for upperclassmen

Ambassadors to introduce themselves to 9th graders, in an effort to help them feel comfortable,

connected, and informed at school. Ambassadors explained scheduling, clubs, and other senior

high activities. For Quarter 4, we organized activities to celebrate our 9th grade class including

card making, sidewalk chalk, pickleball, kickball, basketball, and ping pong. Freshmen enjoyed a

fun event and were able to destress, relax, and be calm for all of the upcoming testing.

If you know a current 8th grader, please remind them of Move Up Day on June 3 and Welcome Day

at the beginning of the next school year. These events are for incoming 9th graders to meet some

of the upperclassmen as well to help them become comfortable with and excited for high school.

At Welcome Day and Freshman Orientation, students run through their schedules, meet their

teachers, learn about the senior high, and get a feel for their first day and first week.



It’s hard to believe, but the end of the school year is in sight! Because the end of the school year is

in sight, it’s time for students to consider Summer School 2026.

If your student is interested in taking Geometry, Pre-Calculus, Computer Applications, Personal

Finance-Career and Work Readiness, or Health and Physical Education 9/10/11 for CREDIT

ADVANCEMENT purposes this summer, they should check out the Summer School website. If your

student has not yet earned credit for one of the aforementioned courses, taking the course during

Summer School could provide your student an opportunity to “make room” in their schedule for

other classes during the regular academic year.

If your student needs to recoup credit for a course they failed to successfully complete during the

regular academic year, they should check out the CREDIT RECOVERY information on the Summer

School website. Students are able to retake a maximum of two (2) classes through the Summer

School credit recovery program. The Summer School website will feature an extensive list of credit

recovery courses that will be offered during Summer School; credit recovery coursework is offered

in all four core subject areas, and students may also pursue credit recovery for Computer

Applications, Personal Finance-Career and Work Readiness, and Health and Physical Education.

There is a fee for credit advancement Summer School coursework. If a student is eligible for free

or reduced-price lunches, though, the fee is waived. There is no charge for students taking credit

recovery coursework. Fees for Summer School coursework are addressed on the Summer School

website.

All Summer School 2026 classes mentioned above, with the exceptions of Credit Advancement

Geometry and Pre-Calculus, will begin on Monday, June 16, 2026, and conclude on Friday, August

7, 2026. Credit Advancement Geometry and Pre-Calculus will begin on Monday, May 25, 2026.

Use the following link to access Summer School information and registration forms on the district

website: IDEAL Summer School. If you have questions about Summer School operations or

details, please contact the secondary Summer School coordinator, Mr. Steve Cochran

(scochran@iasd.cc). If you have questions about your student’s specific coursework needs, please

contact your student’s school counselor.

On behalf of Indiana Area School District’s support staff, faculty, administration, and Board of

Directors, we extend to you, the parents and guardians of the Class of 2026, our sincerest

congratulations on the upcoming graduation of your students from Indiana Area School District.

Commencement is a celebration of the Class of 2026's many achievements, and we look with

joyful expectation to all the opportunities that lie ahead for this class. We join with you in wishing

the members of the Class of 2026 much happiness and success in all their future endeavors.

Also, on behalf of the Class of 2026, administration, and the Board of Directors, we take this

opportunity to extend our thanks to Indiana University of Pennsylvania for permitting us to use the

Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex (KCAC) for our commencement ceremony. We

https://www.iasd.cc/page/summer-school-for-credit-advancement-or-recovery
mailto:scochran@iasd.cc


especially want to thank Mr. Ian McIsaac, Ms. Kristen Santoro, and the KCAC staff, who have been

most gracious and cooperative in making the planning of this year's graduation ceremony an

enjoyable experience.

Baccalaureate Information: The baccalaureate service for the Class of 2026 will be held at 3:00

p.m. on Sunday, May 31, 2026, at St. Thomas More Parish. Baccalaureate is a nondenominational

service that is planned and conducted by a committee of students from the Class of 2026. The

service will include student performances, motivational speeches, and a baccalaureate address.

Attendance is optional. Seniors are to report (with their graduation gowns) to the church at 2:40

p.m. No caps are to be worn. It is customary for students to wear dress clothes under their gowns.

Graduation Information: Graduation practice for all seniors will be held on June 4, 2026, from 9

a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex (KCAC). Seniors will not report

to the senior high that day.

The commencement ceremony for the Class of 2026 will be held in KCAC's Ed Fry Arena on

Indiana University of Pennsylvania’s campus at 7:00 p.m. on June 5, 2026. Seniors are to report

(with their caps and gowns) to the PNC Room between 6:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Parents/guardians

and guests will be admitted to KCAC beginning at 6:15 p.m. Admission is by ticket only. Each

senior will be given ten tickets for admission to the commencement ceremony at the end of

graduation practice. Seniors must attend graduation practice to get their free admission tickets.

Extra tickets will be available at the end of practice on June 4 and also at commencement on the

evening of June 5. Please be assured that there will be enough tickets for all your guests.

You are encouraged to park in the KCAC lot, the parking lot behind Eberly College of Business, the

R & P Band Lot behind the IUP tennis courts, or the IUP parking garage. Parking is free, but tickets

will be issued to those attending graduation who park in any reserved parking spaces.

Handicapped parking is available in the parking lot adjacent to KCAC. but it is limited. Vehicles

displaying a valid, state-issued handicapped placard or license plate may park in any available

handicapped space.

The office also has a limited number of reserved parking passes for the VIP lot. Students who need

a VIP handicapped parking pass may request one from the high school's main office during

business hours (7:20 a.m. - 3:20 p.m.) during the week of May 25, 2026. Due to the limited number

of spaces, only one pass will be issued per student, on a first-come, first-served basis.

Handicapped seating in KCAC is at the top of the arena. The elevator is located beside the main

entrance. Guests using the elevator will be admitted beginning at 6:15 p.m.

Yelling, catcalls, etc., by members of the class or by audience members during the graduation

ceremony are inappropriate! Please remember that this is a happy but dignified ceremony. When

you make noise for your graduate, it keeps the next student’s name from being heard. Please be

considerate!

A photographer from Grad Images will be at graduation to take a candid photograph of each senior

as they cross the stage. You will receive information in the mail within two weeks following the

ceremony. If your student submitted email information, you will receive this information digitally

and even more quickly. No one is permitted to take pictures or videos of the graduation ceremony



from the aisles of the bleachers or from the arena floor. This regulation will be strictly enforced.

You are permitted to take pictures and videos of the ceremony from your seat.

Diplomas: Diplomas will be issued in the PNC Room following commencement. Any senior who

has an outstanding obligation (library books or parking permits not returned, fines not paid,

calculators lost or broken, textbooks not returned or damaged, yearbook balances still

outstanding, etc.) will NOT be given a diploma the night of graduation. All outstanding obligations

need to be settled by 11:00 a.m. on June 4 in order for a senior to receive their diploma the night

of commencement! Seniors who do not attend graduation may pick up their diplomas in the School

Counseling office starting on Monday, June 8.

Cap and Gown Information: Caps and gowns were distributed the week of May 18. Seniors received

a black gown with a red stripe on the sleeve and a cap and tassel. These items are theirs to keep.

National Honor Society members will be given a gold cord at graduation practice to wear over their

gowns. The cords are theirs to keep.

Graduation is a formal ceremony. Males are to wear dress shoes and dress pants, preferably with

a button-down shirt and a tie. Females are to wear dress shoes or dress sandals and a dress or

dress slacks and blouse. If these guidelines are a hardship for any family, please call Mrs. Sexton

at the high school at 724-463-8562, and reasonable accommodations will be made.

Students may adorn their graduation gowns only with award pins and/or honor cords that

demonstrate accomplishment or achievement through accredited educational, civic, military,

athletic, or social organizations. Any requests must be made in writing and submitted to the high

school principal. Graduation caps must be free from any additions other than the approved

graduation tassel. All graduation adornments must be pre-approved (by school administration or

their staff designee) in order for students to wear them at the graduation ceremony. Remember

that participation in the graduation ceremony is not a RIGHT. Seniors who are not properly attired

will not be permitted to participate. Contact Mrs. Sexton if you have any problems or questions.

UPCOMING SENIOR CLASS EVENTS

May 29, 2026: Senior Class trip (Cedar Point)

Seniors participating in the senior class trip will board coach buses promptly at 6:30 a.m. Please

arrive early. Students should return to the high school around 12:00 a.m. (May 30).

May 31, 2026: Baccalaureate (3:00 p.m., St. Thomas More Parish)

Seniors report at 2:40 p.m. with gowns only.

June 4, 2026: Graduation practice (9:00 a.m., KCAC); speakers practice to follow afterward.

All senior unpaid obligations must be cleared in the main office by 11:00 a.m.

June 5, 2026: Musical performers graduation practice (11:30 a.m., KCAC)

June 5, 2026: Graduation (7:00 p.m., KCAC)

Seniors should report between 6:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.



Taught by Ms. Jackie Cupp, IHS Chef's Corner students recently participated in an IHS CHOPPED!

cooking competition. Students utilized their teamwork and problem solving skills, combined with

creativity and time management, to create recipes for one-dish meals. Each dish had to include a

randomly assigned meat item, two self-selected additional leftovers, and up to six additional

ingredients. Students also received a mystery ingredient which had to be incorporated into their

dish in some way.

Congratulations to each of the students and their class period winners!

DELICIOSO TACOS AND MEXICAN RICE

Period 1:

Genesis Andino, Caliana Hauck, Jonathan McFetridge, Owen

Stiffler

VINEGAR STEAK

Period 2:

Carter Augustine, Samuel Pittman, Jahmir Reason, Eythan

Schrecengost

SOUTHERN COMFORT

Period 3:

Darrick Brewer, Sydney Hirsch, Chase Jones, Sienna Quinn

SWEET AND SALTY AMERICAN BREAKFAST

Period 4:

Aitana Di Lorenzo Lopez, Katharina Finzel, Eleonora Pellegrini,

Brooke Singleton

KOREAN BOWL

Period 7:



Tenley Anderson, Madison Hertweck, Lena Magolis, Charles Spells

II

FORK OF JULY

Period 9:

Liam Hetheron, Ian McGlinn, Bridgette Petersen, Linus Petersen

Voted MOST PROFESSIONAL PLATING by students in classes.

MUD PARTY PIGS

Period 9:

Rose Derisma, Caleb Katula, Kolton Ream, Liam Van Leer

STEAK AND DESSERT

Braylen Carter, Baylen Peter, Omar Sultan

Voted MOST CREATIVE by students in the classes.





















HAVE A GREAT SUMMER BREAK!

1ST DAY OF 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR: AUGUST 27, 2026

LIFETOUCH SCHOOL PICTURE DAY: SEPTEMBER 1, 2026

IHS


