BOROUGH OF NORWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
February 1, 2023
REORGANIZATION & REGULAR MEETING

The Public Meeting of the Planning Board of the Borough of Norwood was held in council chambers on the above date.

Mayor Barsa stated that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, pointed out the exits and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance.


Roll Call of the Board:
Mayor James Barsa				Present
Councilman Joseph Ascolese		Present
Mr. Christopher Jackson			Present
Mr. Dan McDermott			Present
Mr. Walter Deptuch				Present
Mr. Scott Roberts				Absent
Mr. Allen Rapaport				Absent
Mr. John Barry				Present

Also, Present:
Mr. Robert Regan				Board Attorney
Mr. Scott Loverich				Borough Engineer
Mr. Yasseen Saad				Borough Engineer

Swearing in of the 2023 Planning Board Mayoral Appointment by Mr. Regan
Mr. Christopher Jackson

Councilman Ascolese was previously sworn in due to his positions within the Mayor and Council.

Roll call of the 2023 Planning Board.

Mayor Barsa informed the Board that at the last Mayor and Council meeting, the Council unanimously supported the idea to merge the Zoning Board into the Planning Board. The next step will be the public hearing that will take place at the February 8th Mayor and Council meeting. All current members of the Planning Board, with the exception of those who resigned, will continue to serve on the combined Board. The 
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Boards are being merged because it is what is best for Norwood as a whole. It is the Planning Board that is tasked with creating the Master Plan, which is the ideas and ideology of the town. The Zoning Board does not always have the same vision as the Planning Board, and this merger will help bring more cohesiveness to the community and the applicants. Members of the Zoning Board will be invited to serve on the combined Board. There will be a reorganization of the combined Board at the first meeting. 

Mayor Barsa nominated Mr. McDermott for the position of Chairman. Councilman Ascolese seconded the nomination. There were no other nominations for the position of Chairman. The Board unanimously agreed on a roll call vote. 


Mr. McDermott nominated Mr. Regan for the position of Planning Board Attorney. Mr. Deptuch seconded the nomination. There were no other nominations and the Board unanimously agreed on a roll call vote.

Mayor Barsa nominated Neglia Engineering for the position of Planning Board Engineer. Councilman Ascolese seconded the nomination. There were no other nominations and the Board unanimously agreed on a roll call vote.

Mayor Barsa nominated Lindsay Volpitta for the position of Planning Board Secretary. Councilman Ascolese seconded the nomination. There were no other nominations and the Board unanimously agreed on a roll call vote.

Mayor Barsa made a motion to approve the 2023 Planning Board calendar. Councilman Ascolese seconded the motion and the Board unanimously agreed. 

Mayor Barsa made a motion to approve the January 13, 2022 minutes. Councilman Ascolese seconded the motion and the Board unanimously agreed. Mr. Jackson abstained. 

Application PB 23-01
Minor Subdivision – Norman Murburg, Jr.
300 Piermont Road
Block 15  Lot 1

Mr. Regan gave a brief history of the property as it has come before the Board. The 
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minor subdivision. The resolution was approved at the October 7, 2020, meeting. An extension was granted by resolution on January 13, 2022, which has since run out. There is a one hundred ninety (190) day window for a subdivision to be perfected. This application is identical to the application that was presented to the Board in 2020.  The applicant is asking for three (3) variances:
		1) lot 1.01 will have an area of 36,318 square feet, where 40,000 square feet is required
		2) lot 1.02 will have an area of 36,115 square feet, where 40,000 square feet is required
		3) lot 1.01 will have lot frontage of 147.33 feet, where 150 feet is required

Mr. Dean Stamos, attorney for the applicant, explained that due to delays caused by complicated family and county issues the time period elapsed, and the applicant has refilled an identical plan. The applicant stipulates to all recommendation in the engineering letters as well as the resolution. 

Mr. Regan swore in Mark Martins, engineer for the applicant. Mr. Martins also stated that the application is the same application that was previously before the Board. 

Mr. Regan asked if the applicant will stipulate to all conditions in the resolution, including but not limited to:
1) the existing trees within the area twenty-five (25) feet from the right-of way of Mohawk Avenue will be preserved
2) compliance with the tree cutting ordinance
3) only trees located in the building envelope on each lot and for the construction of driveways are to be removed
4) trees removed for construction of any improvements must be replaced with compensatory plantings on a one-per-one basis
5) the driveways will be off Lancaster Road

Mr. Stamos agreed to all conditions set forth in the resolution.

Mayor Barsa made a motion to open the meeting to the public. Councilman Ascolese seconded the motion and the Board unanimously agreed. 

Raul Mederos came forward to address the Board. He is happy that the application is not changing from the previous plan and asks the engineer to hold the future developers and landowners to the stipulations of the resolution. 
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Mayor Barsa made a motion to close the meeting to the public. Councilman Ascolese seconded the motion and the Board unanimously agreed.

Mayor Barsa made a motion to approve the application and resolution PB 23-01, Minor Subdivision, Norman Murburgh, Jr., 300 Piermont Road, Block 15 Lot 1. Councilman Ascolese seconded the motion and the Board unanimously agreed on a roll call vote. 

Councilman Ascolese made a motion to open the meeting to the public. Mayor Barsa seconded the motion and the Board unanimously agreed. 

There was no one in the public who wished to speak.

Mayor Barsa made a motion to close the meeting to the public. Councilman Ascolese seconded the motion and the Board unanimously agreed. 

Mayor Barsa made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Deptuch seconded the motion and the Board unanimously agreed. 

Mr. McDermott thanked the Board and adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,


Lindsay Volpitta,
Board Secretary








