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My very best,

Nicole H. Chan
Asst. Superintendent of Schools

Happy March, everyone! As you look through this month’s newsletter, you will
quickly see that the Ellsworth School Department continues to offer a wide range of
opportunities for our students. From athletics and the arts to after-school programs

and clubs, our schools are full of activities that allow students to explore their
interests, challenge themselves, and celebrate their talents. Whether it ’s our

cheerleading team earning a FOURTH state championship title, graduates making
headlines for their success in college, students participating in festivals and

performances, or the many activities offered through our after-school programs,
there is so much to be proud of across our district .

As I  scrolled through the stories and highlights included in this issue, I  was
reminded that while academics remain at the core of our mission, these experiences
play an equally important role in shaping who our students become. Opportunities
to perform, compete, create, and collaborate help build confidence, teamwork, and

a sense of belonging that extends far beyond the classroom.

The Ellsworth School Department is truly rich in opportunities for students, and I
am incredibly proud of the programs, staff,  and community members who make

these experiences possible. I  hope you enjoy seeing just a snapshot of the many
ways our students are learning, growing, and thriving.



WINTER SPORTS
UPDATE

Five Seniors, 
Four Years: 

Four State Titles
Four years ago – it all started with one
lofty goal at the first practice for five
Ellsworth High School cheerleading
freshmen. Now, those five have almost
refused to lose – capping off their four
years of high school cheer with four
state championship trophies in the foyer.
“It’s funny because at our first practice, we all set a goal to win states –
and we did,” senior Ally Brown says, reflecting on the start to her EHS
cheering career. Lily Alley, Brown, Whitney Jordan, Molly Smith and Noelle
Towne had all been cheerleading teammates long before that first day on
the mat at Ellsworth High School – but that first season with the Eagles
kicked off a four-year stretch of dominance that none of them saw coming
when it began. As freshmen, they brought Ellsworth Cheer their first ever
state championship - and they weren’t close to done.

Collectively these five have helped the Eagles put three more trophies in
the case following the first in 2023. And this year was perhaps the most
dominant – Ellsworth crushed the competition, winning the state
championship competition by over 12 points. And for these seniors – they
hang up the Eagles uniforms knowing they walked into a gym that had
never seen a state championship banner, and will walk out not knowing a
season that ended without one.

We interviewed all five of our senior champs and took a look
“Inside the Dynasty” at what made these EHS cheer teams one
of the most successful athletic teams in the state over the past

four years! Check out the full story on our website.

https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2735535


WINTER SPORTS
UPDATE

eagle madness
in bangor 🏀

Our Eagles basketball teams both went on
another great run this year!

Our girls started as the 7-seed, but pulled
off an incredible first-round upset. Our
boys took down MDI as the 5-seed, and

both teams put on two of the best games
of the tournament in the semifinal round!

Check out all the highlights below!
Congratulations on another great year,

Eagles!

ELLSWORTH
ON ICE 🧊

For the first time ever, Ellsworth was
represented on the High School Hockey

scene!

EHS 9  graders Henry Boudreau and
Cameron Wharff suited up with the

Hampden Academy co-op (Hampden,
MDI, Ellsworth, Nokomis) and helped the

Broncos capture a Class B North
Championship!

th

Congrats Henry and Cameron – can’t wait
to see what you guys do next year!

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/17zEKfRZFK/
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EHS Indoor Track and Field wrapped up another

successful season, too! At the Class B State Championship

meet, Maddie Kane placed 7  in the Girls 1-mile run.

Freshman Caitlin Jenkins finished 3rd in the 55m

Hurdles, 7th in the 200m dash, and 8th in the High Jump.

In the process she also broke her own school records in

the hurdles and 200! Junior Borris Felix is the Class B

State Runner-Up in the High Jump. His jump of 6-0 feet

was good for 2nd place. 

th

Both Boris and Caitlin qualified for the New England

Championships, too! Click their photos to see the video of

their qualifying runs in the 55m Hurdles (Caitlin) and the

High Jump (Boris)!
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Freshman Caitlin Jenkins finished 3rd in the 55m
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Both Boris and Caitlin qualified for the New England
Championships, too! Click their photos to see the video of

their qualifying runs in the 55m Hurdles (Caitlin) and the
High Jump (Boris)!

In the pool, the Eagles rose to the occassion, too! At the

State Championship meet, our girls team placed 8  in

Class B while our boys took home the 3  place medal!

th

rd

Our 200yd freestyle relay team of Cavan Jester, Charlie

Birdsall, Eden Klein and Noah Frost (top right) finished as

state runners up! Cavan Jester (bottom left) brought

home two gold medals in the 100yd and 50yd freestyle

race, Eden Klein (bottom right) was the individual champ

in the 200-yard IM, and Charlie Birdsall finished 2  in the

100yd Butterfly! Congratulations on another 

nd

awesome season, Eagles!

In the pool, the Eagles rose to the occassion, too! At the

State Championship meet, our girls team placed 8  in

Class B while our boys took home the 3  place medal!

th

rd

Our 200yd freestyle relay team of Cavan Jester, Charlie

Birdsall, Eden Klein and Noah Frost (top right) finished as

state runners up! Cavan Jester (bottom left) brought

home two gold medals in the 100yd and 50yd freestyle

race, Eden Klein (bottom right) was the individual champ

in the 200-yard IM, and Charlie Birdsall finished 2  in the

100yd Butterfly! Congratulations on another 

nd

awesome season, Eagles!

On the mat, we had more milestones to celebrate!

Congratulations to EHS senior Jovin Pesek on reaching 100

career wins with Ellsworth wrestling! Jovin reached the

milestone victory in one of the best ways - at Class B North

Regionals in the same win that also qualified him for the

state meet! Jovin is a four year varsity wrestler with the

Eagles, and competed in the 138-lb weight class.

We interviewed Jovin about his milestone victory and

tremendous career, and we’ll have a story coming soon – stay

tuned!!
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https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1BMYypk1fb/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1Ak8yXX4M7/


Expanded after-school program helping students succeed!
The end of the school day no longer means the end of learning or engagement for students in the

Ellsworth School Department. Thanks to the recent approval of a federal 21st Century Community
Learning Center grant, the district has successfully expanded its after-school programming at

both Ellsworth Elementary-Middle School and Ellsworth High School!

Leading the initiative is Jillian Baker, a former EHS science teacher who stepped into the role of
After-School Program Director this past fall. Under her watch, the program has transformed the

after-school hours into a hub of academic support, specialized clubs, and community connection at
both locations.

“It’s been really exciting. Definitely a little chaotic, but it’s been really awesome,” Baker says.
“Most of the things we’ve offered, we had a lot of interest in... a lot of the things have filled up

really quickly.”

The program is designed to provide a cohesive after-school structure that includes daily snacks,
transportation, dedicated academic help, and easy access to after-school clubs and activities – a

“21st Century Community Learning Center.” By folding in existing extracurriculars like the Skate
Club and Robotics Club, the program ensures students can participate in high-interest activities

while remaining in a safe, chaperoned environment until 4:30 p.m.

Looking ahead, the program plans to continue its growth through collaborations with local
organizations like the Downeast Family YMCA, The Grand, and the Maine Outdoor School, among
others! These connections with community leaders paired with the exciting extracurricular clubs

that already existed create a perfect environment for students to find activities that suit their
passions and interests.

We are incredibly excited to continue this momentum into the warmer months and look forward to
providing even more ways for our students to connect and thrive—stay tuned for more updates as

our summer programming takes shape!

Check out our full story for our interview with Ms. Baker, more
photos, and more information as we continue to expand our

programming outside of the school bells!

https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2757782
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EHS and EMS Jazz Students shine at Regional Festival!EHS and EMS Jazz Students shine at Regional Festival!

Mad Jesters are at it again - Class A Runners up at Drama Fest!

We were honored to host the District VI Music Festival
at EHS this past February, welcoming talented student-

musicians from several surrounding middle and high
schools for a full day of competitive performances and

musical collaboration.

It was also a banner day for the home teams! We are
thrilled to announce that every single group from both

Ellsworth Middle School and Ellsworth High School
qualified for the State transition! A special shout-out

goes to the EHS Jazz Ensemble, whose stellar
performance earned them a Gold rating. From the

soulful solos to the tight rhythm sections, the hard
work our students put in before the break truly shined

on stage. Check out our website for the full gallery!

On the stage, Ellsworth also was home to the
Class A Regional Drama Fest!

Our Theatre of the Mad Jesters put on an
impressive one-act performance of Joy

McCullough’s ‘Enter the Body’, and we took
home second place as regional runners up!

Ash Blair and Lindsay Coombs-Okusko shined
and were named All-Festival Cast Members,
and Rose St. Germain won the Excellence in

Stage Management and Light Board
Operation Award!

The Jesters are putting on another show –
Thursday, March 12  at 6 PM in the

auditorium. Admissions are by donation and
the doors open at 5:30 – we hope to see you

there!!

th

https://www.ellsworthschools.org/o/hancock-county-technical-center/article/2575390
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2713694
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EEMS Celebrates 100  Day of School- In Style!th

This February, we officially hit the
halfway point to summer vacation

(WooHoo!) and that also meant that
the 100  day of school wasn’t far

behind!
th

At EEMS, our young ones killed it for
this de-facto holiday. As is tradition,
our Kindergarten team dressed up as

100-year-olds and paraded their
costumes around the school – some
even showing off a nice limp while

doing so!

We were there for all of it – the fake
mustaches, canes, oldies outfits – you

name it! Check out all of the
Kindergarteners’ fun on our Facebook

page – just click the photo below!

Kindergarten didn’t hog all the fun,
either!

Our 1  grade classrooms were filled with
marshmallow engineers! Students spent
the day building massive structures with
100 marshmallows, sporting some very
stylish "100" eyewear, and proving that

math is way more fun when you get to
wear a crown while doing it. 

st

The marshmallow structures were
awesome – but the photos were even
better! Head to our Facebook page to

relive all of 1  grades 100-day
memories!

st

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1G8wxAP1B9/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DLxUnyazY/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DLxUnyazY/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1G8wxAP1B9/
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2nd Quarter Gold Wing

Winners!

Middle-School Art Takes Over Library!Middle-School Art Takes Over Library!

Home-Grown Greens available  at EEMS!

Recently, EEMS proudly recognized
our second batch of Gold Wing Award
recipients of the year! The Gold Wing

Award shines a spotlight on middle
school students in Grades 6-8 who

show a strong and consistent
dedication to academic excellence!
Every Gold Wing Award recipient

maintains an 85% or higher average
in all subjects, earns all 3's and 4's in
Habits of Work, and is recommended

by a teacher from their grade level!

Congratulations to Mik Patel (6 ),
Anthony Rumsey (6 ), Liam Hamilton

(7 ), Caroline Houston (7 ), Annie
Shaw (8 ), and Jenna Spofford (8 )!

th

th

th th

th th

Click below to head to our website for
all of the photos and more

information!

Our 8  Grade Garden Club has been hard
at work – and now we’ve got some school-

grown greens to show for it!

th

Mrs. Baldwin and her team have been
growing kale, swiss chard, lettuce, and

herbs right outside her door! We had our
first table set up this past month – stay

tuned, more details to come soon!
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th

Mrs. Baldwin and her team have been
growing kale, swiss chard, lettuce, and

herbs right outside her door! We had our
first table set up this past month – stay

tuned, more details to come soon!

All month long, our EEMS middle school artwork
took over the Public Library! They had their

grand opening in the main floor of the library,
with student art scattered in every corner!

The gallery moved to the River Room for the rest
of the month, where all of our awesome art from
Grades 5-8 was on display! Thanks to everyone
who stopped by to support our young creators!

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1DtddrKMqQ/
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2749805
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Mr. Lowell and his English 101 class
have been hard at work all year – and
recently wrapped up their Journalism

unit!! The unit culminated with an
awesome project: the 6  Edition of

the “Eagle Eyes” School Newspaper!

th

Our students went around
interviewing their teachers, peers,

and others to put together 29 pages of
wonderful stories!! These few are just

some examples – click to check out
the whole project!!

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHAMNuS1w8/VlZaHg2SjVXiQUWk51Xcrw/view?utm_content=DAHAMNuS1w8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hc17fbc34c2


From examining X-rays and dental models to exploring the "guts"
of a computer and even checking out some music, our kids got a

front-row seat to the many paths available right here in our
community.

A handful of our HCTC students were even there volunteering with
some of the tables! Check out all of the fun photos from the day on

our Facebook page! 
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Aspirations Fair a HUGE hit at EEMS!Aspirations Fair a HUGE hit at EEMS!

HCTC Cyber team visits

Maine Maritime academy!

HCTC Cyber team visits
Maine Maritime academy!

To start off March, we transformed the middle school gym into a hub
of future possibilities during our Aspirations Fair! Seeing our young
learners and our middle school students dive into career exploration

was truly inspiring! 
Local businesses and entrepeneurs from all over the area came to talk
to our kids about their careers and help them find some passion about

what they want in their future!

HCTC’s Year 1 and Year 2
Cybersecurity classes took the

trip to Castine to Maine
Maritime Academy! They took a

deeper look into both IT and
cybersecurity, including a look at
one of the many simulation labs

for a first-hand look at how
MMA is using computers to train
the next generation of mariners!

Click below to check out all the
photos!

This year, HCTC inducted 33 new
members into their National

Technical Honors Society Chapter!!

It was an incredible evening
celebrating students who have shown
exceptional dedication to their trades
and their academics, across all of our

programs. All 33 of our inductees
represent the hard work and bright

futures of our HCTC community.
We’ve got the full list of students on

our website!

🚀 Help the Class of 2026 Black
Out the Board! The countdown

to graduation is officially on, and
the Class of 2026 is on a mission
to make our Senior Trip one for

the history books! From now
until April 3rd, we are running

our "Black Out the Board"
fundraiser, and we need your
help to cross the finish line! 

The concept is simple: just pick
a number on our board and

donate that dollar amount—
whether it’s $1 or $50, every

square you "black out" helps the
Class of 2026 reach our Senior

Trip goal! 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1MVFVchSC9/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Bbs69M4zt/
https://hancock.ellsworthschools.org/o/hancock-county-technical-center/article/2735140
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Congratulations to our 2

Quarter Beacon Award Winners!

nd

HCTC is proud to recognize both Gaby
Teague and Brianna Ames as our Beacon

Award Winners for the 2  Quarter!nd

Brianna (12  grade, Education & Human
Services) serves as our SkillsUSA Chapter
Excellence Program chairperson. Recently

Bri planned, organized and executed a
school-wide event for students to practice

their teamwork skills. Her leadership to our
local SkillsUSA chapter is greatly

appreciated! Gaby (12  grade, Culinary
Arts) is dependable and works hard. She is

up for any task she is assigned and is always
willing to lend a helping hand to others.

Gaby has taken on a leadership role with our
morning students as they prepare for The
Brookside, happily guiding them as they

learn how to get ready for the restaurant.
She is a great asset to the Culinary Arts

program!

th

th

We are SO proud of the continued efforts from
our students, and these two are certainly a

beacon of excellence at HCTC! Click the photo
below to read more!

As we get ready for SkillsUSA, HCTC was proud
to present Brian Langley with our SkillsUSA

Pillars of Success Award! Mr. Langley is a
former teacher and long-time champion of the
school and of Career and Technical Education
throughout the state of Maine. The "Pillars of

Success" Award is an honor reserved for
volunteers whose consistent support of time,
talent, and resources allows our students to

thrive. Mr. Langley has a long list of reasons for
why he is so deserving – read our full article

below!

Court was in session at HCTC when our Business
Leadership & Hospitality group teamed up with

Criminal Justice students for an immersive
mock trial! Complete with our Chief Justice,

witnesses, the people and the defendant, and a
"jury of peers" who took their job very

seriously, it wasn't an easy win for the defense
– but Not Guilty was our verdict! 

We love seeing our students step out of their
traditional classrooms to work together on

real-world scenarios. Thank you to Mrs. Mason
and Mr. Smith for the awesome experience!

https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2729971
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2746278
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18b1SvFoRS/
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EAGLES HOOPS ALUMNI LEAD TEAMS

TO NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS 🏀 
Two former Ellsworth basketball players have

taken their talents to the next level – but
they’re still seeing the same kind of success that

they enjoyed at Katsiaficas Gymnasium a few
years ago!

Both Chance Mercier and Grace Jaffray have moved onto the college game, and both of
them are still shining with their new teams! Chance is playing with the Southern Maine

Community College Seawolves in his first season with the team, and was already named a
U.S. Collegiate Athletic Association All-American! He helped lead the Seawolves to a

Yankee Conference Title and a berth in the National Championship.

Grace is in her second year with Johnson & Wales University in Rhode Island, and she’s
already scored 1,000 points with the Wildcats!  She powered JWU to a Conference of New
England Championship, and was named the Tournament MVP as well as the CNE Player of
the Year! It was JWU’s first trip to the NCAA Tournament since 2016, and her 30 points in

the title game was a big reason for it!

Congratulations, Chance and Grace – and keep making us proud!

SMCC JWU

Our 2023 Valedictorian, Elizabeth Ford, is one of a handful of
college students in the country up for a very prestigious national

scholarship!

Elizabeth, studying at Brandeis University, is a Finalist for the
2026 Truman Scholarship from the Harry S. Truman

Scholarship Foundation! The Foundation only awards around 55
students each year from the entire country – and they choose

college juniors who demonstrating exceptional leadership and a
commitment to careers in public service. Congratulations,

Elizabeth – and best of luck!!

Former EHS Valedictorian up for national award!

Brandeis University



Let’s give a big “High Five” to Brian Smith, Joe Trombetto, and Sarah
Petroulis! These three were honored at our February board meeting

with another round of High Five Award recognitions this year. 

These staff members were chosen for their extraordinary dedication,
their above-and-beyond compassion, and the impact they've had and

continue to have on our students and community. Read more about
their stories and don’t forget to submit 

your nomination! >>>

Congrats to our February
“High Five Award” winners!!

EHS and EEMS Announce 2
Quarter Honor Roll!

ndEHS and EEMS Announce 2
Quarter Honor Roll!

nd

As the 2  Quarter wrapped up this
month, our 2  Quarter Honor Roll

came with it!

nd

nd

Click the top photo to check out our
Ellsworth High School Honor Roll
list, and the bottom photo for our
EEMS Honor Roll for Grades 6-8.

Congratulations to all of our
students – your effort and

dedication continues to inspire us
and we are so happy to celebrate

your academic achievements!

https://www.ellsworthschools.org/page/high-5
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2738913
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2751548
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CLICK HERE TO READ

OUR MARCH MONTHLY

ATTENDANCE NEWSLETTER!

CLICK HERE TO READ
OUR MARCH MONTHLY

ATTENDANCE NEWSLETTER!

https://forms.gle/jdGTGqXVGEVsDESA9
https://www.runreg.com/boggy-brook-5k2026
https://www.runreg.com/mad-scientists-scramble
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG_0kVBK4Y/2WUTld1xA06JcFCSrqrOTQ/view?utm_content=DAG_0kVBK4Y&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf45424b1cf
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHC0iQPvoc/Femf_Ioap5t64ke06IBt3A/view?utm_content=DAHC0iQPvoc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hb462095e96
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG_0kVBK4Y/2WUTld1xA06JcFCSrqrOTQ/view?utm_content=DAG_0kVBK4Y&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf45424b1cf


Click on our logo above to check out our
employment page and find your best fit!

PARENT LINKS

Want to work for an
awesome department

with great people?

SPORTS LINKS

Ellsworth
School Dept.

Superintendent:
Amy Boles

Asst.
Superintendent:

Nicole Chan

Central Office:
207-664-7100

Ellsworth High
School

Principal: 
Dan Clifford

Asst. 
Principal:

Rebecca Wright

Main Office:
207-667-4722

Ellsworth
Elementary/

Middle School

Principal: 
April Clifford

Asst. 
Principal:
V. Alvelo

M. Wibberly
L. Corson

Main Office:
207-667-6241

Hancock
County Tech.

Center

Director: 
Bill Tracy

Administrative
Asst.

Elizabeth
Conners

Main Office:
207-667-9729

Ellsworth Adult
Education

Director: 
Ann Sargent

Administrative
Asst.

Michelle Dawson

Main Office:
207-664-7110

MPAEEMS 
ACTIVITIES

EHS 
ATHLETICS

Ellsworth School Department needs
YOUR help! 

We are looking to boost our storytelling
and shine a light on all of the fun,
positive things happening in our schools
every day! 

Know of a student, teacher, or anyone
else who deserves a bit of spotlight? Fill
out one of our “Good News, Ellsworth!”
Submission forms and let us know about
it!

HELP! 

🗓️ District Calendar

📚Infinite Campus

🚌 Bus Schedules

🍽️ Lunch Menu (EHS)
0

 🍽️ Lunch Menu (EEMS)

💻 Tech Help

Good news: We’re hiring!
We’ve got open positions

for several roles.

MARCH DATES

MARCH 13
No School - Professional Development

MARCH 12-13
Skil lsUSA State Conference - Bangor

MARCH 13-14
State Jazz Festival

MARCH 20-21
State Drama Festival

MARCH 25
Family Stem Night - EEMS

MARCH 26
Jazz Night & Empty Bowls – EHS

https://ehs.ellsworthschools.org/o/ellsworth-high-school
https://ems.ellsworthschools.org/o/ellsworth-elementary-middle-school
https://hancock.ellsworthschools.org/o/hancock-county-technical-center
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/page/adult-education
https://ehs.rschoolteams.com/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=c_924fb56d50bfec9b6b12c439e0dab23c29a97430612152d8bcbdf3ba59df5f34@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/New_York
https://www.mpa.cc/
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/article/2346288
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/page/employment
https://www.facebook.com/100063508214392/
https://www.facebook.com/Eemsk8
https://www.facebook.com/100063592391120/
https://www.facebook.com/ellsworthadultandcommunityeducation
https://www.mpa.cc/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=c_924fb56d50bfec9b6b12c439e0dab23c29a97430612152d8bcbdf3ba59df5f34@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=c_924fb56d50bfec9b6b12c439e0dab23c29a97430612152d8bcbdf3ba59df5f34@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=c_924fb56d50bfec9b6b12c439e0dab23c29a97430612152d8bcbdf3ba59df5f34@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/New_York
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/page/ellsworth-high-school-athletics
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/page/ellsworth-high-school-athletics
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/page/ellsworth-high-school-athletics
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/o/ellsworth-school-department/page/district-calendar
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/o/ellsworth-school-department/page/district-calendar
https://ellsworthme.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/ellsworth.jsp
https://ellsworthme.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/ellsworth.jsp
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/page/transportation
https://www.ellsworthschools.org/page/transportation
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