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August 19, 2026

Dear Families,

I want to provide you with an update and additional information regarding today’s soft lockdown at school.

A man came to town looking for a police station because he believed he was being followed. Unable to locate a police station in Odell, he drove around and eventually came to the school. While students from the seventh-grade P.E. class were outside for P.E., he approached them and instructed them to go inside and call the police.

Mrs. Oswald immediately intervened, brought the students inside, and attempted to speak with the man. Because she had difficulty understanding him, she came inside to get assistance. I then spoke with him and also had difficulty understanding what he was saying. During the interaction, I contacted Livingston County non-emergency dispatch to report the situation. When he later used the word “danger,” I immediately directed Ms. Shelly to call 911.  Please note, that at no time did the man enter our building.

State police officers arrived first and took control of the situation. They determined that a mental-health evaluation was appropriate and requested an ambulance. The Livingston County Sheriff’s Department also arrived to assist. After assessing the situation, law enforcement determined that the man did not pose a danger to anyone and escorted him to the interstate.

I understand that some families did not receive notification that the school was under a soft lockdown. A soft lockdown means that students remain indoors and transition between classes only under adult supervision. I sincerely apologize to anyone who did not receive this important communication. We will update our notification system as soon as possible and work to ensure that all families receive future alerts.

If you did not receive a message today, please contact the school so we can confirm we have your current contact information.

Thank you for your patience and understanding. At this time, the information above is all that I can confirm, but I wanted to communicate what we know and assure you that staff responded promptly and followed appropriate safety procedures.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Hettmansberger- Superintendent
Odell Community Consolidated School District 435
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