[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Families, Staff, and Community Members:
For the past 21 years, Van Buren County Schools has been proud to offer afterschool programming through the state-funded L.E.A.P.s. Afterschool Grant. Over these two decades, this program has served as much more than an extended school day—it has been a safe, enriching, and reliable home-away-from-home for our students, and a cornerstone of support for our working families.
Recently, we received notification that Van Buren County Schools was not awarded L.E.A.P.s. grant funding for the next three school years. This outcome was the result of a highly competitive statewide grant process with shifting priorities. While this outcome is disappointing, we want to express our gratitude for the many years the L.E.A.P.s. grant allowed us to serve our children and support our families.
We know how valuable afterschool programming is. We know our working parents rely on these safe hours, and our students thrive through the academic support and enrichment provided during this time. We completely understand that this news brings worry and uncertainty about what comes next.
Please know this: our commitment to supporting our students and families beyond the regular school day remains as strong as ever.
While the loss of this long-standing grant presents a significant challenge, it does not mark the end of our dedication to our students. We are actively exploring every possible pathway to continue providing afterschool support by designing an alternative programming model for the upcoming school year.
Thank you for your continued patience and trust as we plan and develop an alternative program. We are committed to keeping our families and community regularly updated as these new plans take shape in the coming weeks.




