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6th- 1 grade field trip to the
farm

st

7th- 4th grade field trip to
Pelican Lake

12th- 3 grade field trip to the
Codington County Museum

rd

15 - 2 grade field trip to the
zoo

th nd

18 & 19 - 3 grade trip to Redlin
Art Center

th th rd

20th- Last day of school- early
dismissal at 12:20

Note from theOffice:
If your child has any medication in
the office, please remember to pick
up by May 29 .th
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Back to School mailing will happen in mid-July. You will receive information from next
year's teacher the latter part of July.

26-27 School Calendar
Looking ahead to next year, please start planning. We strive to have 90% attendance
for all of our students. We are graded by the state of South Dakota and are asked to
enforce attendance laws by the state of South Dakota. We understand illnesses and
appreciate doctor notes to support these requests of absence. However, this past
year there were many requests to extend vacations. There were many vacations
outside of schedule vacations. This places additional stress on students for make-up
work. This work cannot be replicated at home. We ask that everyone plan ahead.
Appointments made prior to 10:00 AM and after 1:45 PM do not count as a half day
absence and can be excused if a note is provided. We appreciate advanced
communication with the classroom teacher or principal and understand that there are
unique situations.

Attendance Traveling Trophy
We will continue our monthly challenge of rewarding the classroom from each grade
level with a traveling trophy filled with their favorite candies. April's winner were:

1st- Mrs. Stack
2nd- Mrs. Johnson
3rd- Mrs. Turbak
4th- Mrs. Gilmour

Have a safe, fun, enjoyable summer!!

Sincerely,

John J. Decker
john.decker@k12.sd.us
605-882-6390



PTO Talent Show Winners
There were fourteen acts at this year's Talent Show. Singing, dancing, expressive
reading, ukuleles, pianos, trumpets and magic were performed. We are proud of all
the courageous participants. This year's judges were former students of Jefferson
Elementary: Ty Sullivan, Jade Smith, Allison Konrad, and Ally Torgerson. Individual
place winners this year were:

1st- Thias Yoder for trumpet
2nd- Maddie Cordell for piano and magic trick
3rd- Paizlee Meek for singing
4th-Bryer Wollschlager for dance
5th- Briggs Kinnander for Jokes

NWEA MAPS Testing
NWEAMAPS testing will begin on May 6 for Math and ELA. This is 1-4 grades. It is
vital that students are in school during this testing. We utilize this data to develop
small groups based on skills demonstrated and in preparation for next year. Thanks
for your support.

th
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Before School/After School
There has been a misunderstanding by some regarding before school and after
school expectations.

Before school, we do not have supervision until 7:30 AM. Students are not allowed in
the building until this time. They either go out to the West playground or to the
lunchroom to eat breakfast. They are to eat prior to going outside. They are also to go
to the West side of the building which is the playground. They should not be on the
playground until 7:30 AM. Parents are to wait with their child until their is a supervisor
present.

After school, students are expected to go directly home or to the car where their
parents are waiting. They are not to play on the playground, South side, or East side,
unless the parent is present. Otherwise, they are expected to remain on the sidewalk
until a parent picks them up or is present to supervise them. Also, Jefferson does not
have an after-school program. We have a place for students to go whose parents
may be running late or have a once in a while situation where they cannot get here by
4:00. However, if students have a place to go, they are to go there. We do not provide
snacks. Next year we will be monitoring this more closely. Please make arrangements
for your child after school. We have a bus that goes directly to the boys/Girls Club
and Educare will have more positions open.
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Celebrating Our Junior Achievement Volunteers

We are excited to welcome Junior Achievement (JA) volunteers
back into our classrooms again this spring! These dedicated
community members bring learning to life by pairing JA’s
hands‑on curriculum with their own real‑world experiences.
Through engaging lessons on careers, financial literacy,
entrepreneurship, and ethical decision‑making, JA volunteers
help students understand how the skills they practice in school
connect to future opportunities.
Junior Achievement continues to be a powerful source of
inspiration for young people. During the 2025-26 school year,
over 2,000 volunteers across South Dakota are sharing their
time and talents to support more than 50,000 students. Their
commitment helps spark curiosity, build confidence, and
encourage students to imagine what their futures could hold.
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to the volunteers and
teachers listed below for their involvement with JA this year.
Their willingness to invest in our students makes a meaningful
and lasting difference.
If you’re interested in volunteering, or if you’d like to sponsor a
student for just $25, please contact the JA office at (605)
336‑7318 or jasd@ja.org. Your support helps empower the next
generation of leaders, innovators, and community builders.





SCHOLASTIC BOOK
OF THEMONTH

Pig the Pug: Cranky Pug

Pig is back, and he's experiencing all

these new emotions. Is he happy,

sad, or just cranky? The laughter is

non-stop in this picture book as

everyone's favorite pug sorts out

his feelings.



Please turn in all library books.

May 6 - 8 : last week to check out for those classes.th th

Books are due back on May 13 and 15th.th

May 11 and 12 : last week to check out for those classes.th th

Books are due back on May 18 and 19th.th

If your child forgets their books at home, please bring them back
anytime before May 20 . Thanks!th



April 27th - May 8thApril 27th - May 8th

Connecting With Others

1. Look around
2. Notice someone you’d like

to get to know
3. Be accetping in all ways:

eyes, body, and voice
4. Include or join in if

appropriate

May 11 - May 23rdth

Giving Compliments

1. Look at the person
2.Smile
3. Speak clearly and

enthusiastically
4. Tell the person exactly what

you like









PARENT
RESOURCES

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
PROFILE.PHP?ID=61556781784403

HTTPS://SDSFEC.ORG/

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
GROUPS/781453261913514

HTTPS://SAFE2SAY.SD.GOV




