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2 - Homecoming
(dismissal at 1:20 pm)

nd

6th- PTO meeting at 4:15
pm

12th- Native American
Day (no school)

14th- Picture Retake Day

28th - Early dismissal at
12:20 pm for Inservice

Our initial results from last year's
South Dakota Assessment for grades
3-4, have come back to review.
Overall our kids were 60%
Proficient/Advanced in math.
Students were 49% P/A in reading.

Our percentage in reading was below
the state and district average.
Students do so much reading in
school, but more is needed. Times
have changed. Kids are busier.
Priorities have changed too. Every
occupation I know of is going to
require some sort of reading. Setting
aside just 15 minutes a night to read
catapults a child's ability to read
fluently and comprehend. What can
you do to provide an opportunity for
your child to read better and be more
successful in life?
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NOTES
This same report indicated that we had 8% of our students chronically absent. This
was doubled from the year before. You are considered chronically absent if you miss
two or more days from school a month or over 18 days for the year. You as a parent
can excuse your child, HOWEVER, you are also responsible by law to have your child
in school. As a parent you are provided ten PEA days (Parent Excusing Absence).
That is two weeks. Anything beyond that is still recorded as AU (Absent Unexcused)
as you are now in a concerning number of days absent. Anything that a parent
excused for medical reason and accompanied by a note will be recorded as AE
(Absent Excused). Attendance letters are issued, based on PEA and AU days, as
shared concern of missed academic time. The lessons teachers teach cannot be
replicated at home. You do not have the resources that we utilize.

If you have any questions regarding attendance, please call the school, 882-6390. I
would love to discuss the value and importance of how attendance impacts the future
of each child and ensures their success. Thanks for cooperating!

90% ATTENDANCE
We are adding a new incentive this year for our students to achieve. At the end of
each quarter, we will calculate their attendance percentage and if they are above 90%
they will receive a magnet to take home. Studies have shown that when students are
in school over 90% of the school year, they achieve greater. That means missing
fewer than 18 days the entire school year. We are hoping that we can do even better
than that. Our yearly average per student is approximately 97%.
It also sets good habits for life. ATTENDANCEMATTERS!

Attendance Traveling Trophy
We will continue our monthly challenge of rewarding the classroom from each grade
level with a traveling trophy filled with their favorite candies. September's winner
were:
1st- Mrs. Swenson
2nd- Mrs. Johnson
3rd- Mrs. Weber/ Ms. Freese with 99.17%! They get donuts.
4th- Mrs. Hogue
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Safety Protocols
Safety is a Priority for all of our schools. We ask that whenever you come to our
school you buzz in at the east entry door. Please report to the office to receive a sticker
if planning to stay or to take care of business.

Each year schools are required to practice safety drills. We practice fire, lockdown,
and tornado drills throughout the year. Teachers review the plan within their
classroom as to what they would do and where they would go. Fire and tornado
drills have an alarm or outside siren to indicate the emergency.

If there is a cause for alarm within the building, an announcement is made over the
intercom stating which Safety Protocol we are in. Here are the four protocols:

HOLD- there may be a medical emergency in an area or a behavior that needs to be
dealt with. Teachers clear the hall, continue teaching, close and lock the door,
business as usual until all clear is announced.

SECURE- there may be a threat or hazard outside of the building. All outside doors
are locked with no one allowed in. Business as usual inside the building.

LOCKDOWN- is called when there is a threat within the building-students remain
in the classroom out of sight with doors locked.

EVACUATE- this is used when we need to move staff and students to another
location. For example; a fire drill.

Sincerely,

John J. Decker
john.decker@k12.sd.us
605-882-6390



Should Student stay home or
go home?

NURSE NOTES

Stay in school:
Cold symptoms without a
fever
Cough without a fever
Diarrhea without a fever
Head Lice up to the Nurse/
Principal will decide
Pink eye unless a dr note
states differently
Rash unless it is oozing or a
fever

Go home:
Fever of 100 or more
Vomitting

** These symptoms are not
absolute indicators. Discretion
will also be usedwhen
determiningwhether a
student should remain in class
or be sent home.

Peanut Safe

School

We are a Peanut Safe facility. This means that we do NOT serve
anything with peanuts due to the vast number of students with
some type of peanut allergy ranging fromminor to life-
threatening. We cannot control what students may bring for lunch,
but we do ask that if your child/children only eat Peanut Butter
sandwiches, please make the teacher aware, so if any classmates
are allergic to peanuts, we can make sure they are placed safely
apart. We also ask that if you bring treats for the class, to be
mindful of any fellow classmates that may have an allergy and
choose something peanut free. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact Ann, the school nurse at Jefferson.





POP TABS
Your child should have brought home a note explaining the changes in
the Ronald McDonald Pop Tab Program. They should have also
brought home a POP TAB house to fill and return to school as many
times throughout the year. Once they bring it to school they will dump
it in our large container, keep the house, and receive a coupon for a
free ice cream coupon fromMcDonalds. The act of giving and
generosity to help others is the lesson learned.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK
OF THEMONTH

Sophie the Hero by Lara Bergen
Sophie is positive that she's

discovered her perfect name this
time, Sophie the Hero. After all, she
already proved herself worthy of the
title. When her little neighbor ran out
in front of a car, Sophie came to the
rescue just in time. But being a hero
might be tougher than this third-

grader expected. She's supposed to
save the day - not cause more

trouble! Could Sophie's latest name
be a heroic flop?



(September 28th- October 9th).

Accepting “No” for an Answer
1. Look at the person

2. Say “Okay”
3. Stay calm

4. If you disagree, ask later

(September 28th- October 9th).

Accepting “No” for an Answer
1. Look at the person

2. Say “Okay”
3. Stay calm

4. If you disagree, ask later

(October 13th- October 23rd)



Picture Retakes
Oct 14th

8:00- 9:00 am
You must bring in your picture
packet.







PARENT
RESOURCES

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
PROFILE.PHP?ID=61556781784403

HTTPS://SDSFEC.ORG/

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
GROUPS/781453261913514

PARENTGUIDANCE.ORG

HTTPS://WWW.PBS.ORG/
PARENTS

HTTPS://
CODINGTONCONNECTS.COM/

HTTPS://SAFE2SAY.SD.GOV






