
                                                                                                                                                                            Mr. Jon Davis, Superintendent

School Board Reorganizes for 2026
     At the January Board of Education meeting, the Board selected Nick Simonson as President, Kate Hopkins as Vice President,
Mike Stemper as Treasurer, and Jessica Miller as Recording Secretary. Board members were appointed to the following
committees:

Negotiations: Randy Heckenlively, Kate Hopkins, Nick Simonson
Curriculum, Americanism, and Staff Relations: Kate Hopkins, Mike Stemper, Christina Teager
Transportation and Facilities: Randy Heckenlively, Mike Stemper, Allen Brugh
Budget, Policy, and Administrative Review: Nick Simonson, Allen Brugh, Christina Teager
Humpert Scholarship Advisory Committee Representative: Kate Hopkins

2026-2027 School Calendar Approved
     The 2026–2027 school calendar was reviewed and approved. The calendar is similar to the 2025–2026 school calendar, with the
first day of school scheduled for Wednesday, August 12, with a 2:00 p.m. dismissal. The last day of school is scheduled for
Wednesday, May 19. The calendar is included in this newsletter.

School Improvement External Visit
     As part of the school accreditation process, the Nebraska Department of Education requires an external team visit to assist
schools in selecting and fulfilling continuous improvement goals. The external team is an outside group of educators with an
objective view of the school’s continuous improvement procedures.
     The external team spent a day and a half reviewing procedures; talking with students, parents, teachers, and administrators;
visiting classrooms; and observing teachers in action. The team also reviewed the school improvement plan, goals, and expected
outcomes.
At the end of the visit, the external team provided an exit report to administrators and the school improvement team. The report
addressed progress toward school improvement goals and provided written recommendations. A copy of the report was sent to
the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE). External visits are conducted at least once every five years in all Nebraska schools.

(continued on page 2)
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Mark Your Calendar

Feb 12th-- 1:00 Dismissal
Feb 12th-- 2:30-7:30 Parent-Teacher Conf.
Feb 19th– 2:00 Dismissal- Winter Break
Feb 20th-- No School- Winter Break

From the Desk of the Supt.

4. If there are plans for a future building project, why invest
money in the 1940 building?
The simplest answer is cost savings. The 1940 building has been
inspected by architects and engineers, and all reports indicate it is
a well-built, solid structure that can be used well into the future.
While the building will require additional interior updates, much
of the infrastructure will already be in place. It is estimated that
maintaining and upgrading this building will save the school
district millions of dollars in demolition costs, site work, and
construction of a new building of similar size.
5. Who decides whether to move forward with a major building
project?
The elected school board makes the formal decision. In reality,
the final determination involves the patrons of the Alma School
District. This is a significant decision that will impact the
community. The process must be thoughtful and inclusive,
ensuring community involvement in identifying school district
needs and understanding the financial impact of any future
project.

If you have any specific questions that you would like answered
regarding school-related issues, please contact me by calling the
school at 308-928-2131 or by sending your question by email to
jon.davis@almacardinals.org.

(continued from page 1)

    The exit report was very complimentary of the school, students,
parents, staff, teachers, and administrators involved during the
visit. The recommendations are relevant and will help prepare for
the next school improvement cycle, which has already begun. The
exit report was presented at the February 9, school board
meeting.

Facilities Improvement Project
   As mentioned in the December/January Cardinal Chirp, the
Board approved proceeding with the facilities improvement
project that has been in development for several years. The
project will take place after school is out in May and is expected
to be completed prior to the start of school in August.
If you missed the December/January Cardinal Chirp, please refer
to it for a full description of the project. Below are some of the
questions that have been received regarding the project.

Questions & Answers
1. What will the facilities improvement project approved by the
Board of Education in December involve?
In the December/January newsletter, details of the facilities
project were shared. The majority of the project will focus on
infrastructure improvements, with most of the work centered on
the 1940 high school building. Non-infrastructure work will
include remodeling the four bathrooms in the 1940 building, as
well as updating other public bathrooms throughout the school.
2. What other parts of the school will be impacted by the
project?
The project will include replacing windows in the 1990 addition,
replacing boilers and pumps in the south mechanical room,
upgrading the fire alarm panel, and installing new detectors,
speakers, and devices throughout the facility.
3. Are there any plans to build a new gym or other additions to
the school?
There are no immediate plans for new building additions at this
time. The Board has discussed future building projects and has
identified potential future needs of the school district. A few
years ago, at my request, Wilkins Architecture, Design, and
Planning developed preliminary concept plans for future
construction. These plans were used to help guide the Board in
proceeding with the current project. When the Board decides to
move forward with a major building project, the community will
be involved from the beginning, and input will be requested
before any plans are finalized.

A Season of Growth in 4  Gradeth

                                                               Mrs. Ashley Hays, Fourth Grade

  We hope everyone had a wonderful winter break! Since
returning to school, our classroom has been full of energy,
learning, and lots of exciting activities.
    In math, students have been diving into the world of fractions!
We’ve been learning how to convert fractions, as well as add and
subtract fractions with confidence. These are big skills, and your
students have been working hard to master them.
   In reading, we’ve explored engaging texts including historical
fiction and narrative nonfiction. Students have enjoyed
discovering how authors blend storytelling with real events and
facts while practicing important comprehension strategies.
   We also had a blast celebrating the 100th Day of School! From
completing 100-piece puzzles to special math activities and
challenges, it was a fun way to celebrate how far we’ve come this
year.
  With Valentine’s Day just around the corner, we’re looking
forward to spreading kindness and positivity in our classroom as
we continue learning and growing together.
   Thank you for your continued support at home. It’s amazing to
see how much progress our 4th graders have made already this
year!
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Winter Blues? Not Us!
                                                                    Mrs. Ali McCord, Fifth Grade

  Getting back into the groove after Christmas Break can be
tough, but January has given us plenty to look forward to at
school! Our 5th and 6th-graders kicked things off by enjoying
rewards they earned for their outstanding effort on winter MAP
tests before the break. Their celebration included a fun-filled day
with a movie, popcorn, and a New Year’s digital breakout.
   Several students also earned individual rewards for exceptional
personal growth, such as lunch with friends in the classroom or
the opportunity to serve as helpers in younger elementary
classrooms. A group of our classroom helpers assisted 1st graders
in Mrs. Christensen’s class with a writing project, and it was a joy
to see both groups having such a great time learning together. 
   January also brought the 100th day of school! I asked the 5th
and 6th graders to share things their homeroom teachers have
said 100 times, which led to some truly comical responses. My
homeroom class also reflected on personal goals through a
“Before I Turn 100…” writing assignment. While many students
wrote about travel dreams, others shared goals involving future
careers, pets, special purchases, and spending time with family
and friends.
    Looking ahead, at the beginning of February, our 5th graders
will celebrate their 1,000th day of elementary school—an exciting
milestone I can’t wait to celebrate with them!

Catch your favorite home events live on Striv.tv! 

Ag Demonstration (Austin Barwick, Taylor Pool, Cloey Crooker) 🟦
Conduct of Chapter Meetings Team 1 (Taryn Siebels, Dylan
Webster, Tucker Peak, Brynlee Koch, Kinley Ford, Dylan Lyne,
Cooper Deyle) 🟦
Parli Pro (Ava Dunse, Josie Nech, West Bennett, Cooper Quinn,
Reese Molzahn, Barrett Zikmund) 🟪

   Coming up, we have FFA week. We’re excited to host our K-6
Barnyard day and dress up for the themes we have each day.
Looking forward, we will be focusing on preparing for CDEs and
State Degrees, which will take place at CCC in Hastings in early
March. We have 11 individuals working toward earning their State
Degrees with interviews on February 4th. 

Hard Work Pays Off: FFA
Members Excel at LDEs

                                                                   Kaitlyn Bradley, FFA Reporter

  During the past few weeks, many members of our FFA chapter
have been busy preparing for our LDE competition. On
Wednesday, January 21, we took 32 members to Aurora to
compete in speeches, demonstrations, and parliamentary
procedure. Our chapter returned home with many ribbons,
including four individuals who qualified for state. The results are
as follows: 

Junior High:
Dakota Evans, Ag Literacy 🟪(state qualifier) 
Truman Fennel, Discovery Speaking 🟦
Hudson Schmidt, Discovery Speaking 🟥
Jaelyn Bradley, Creed Speaking 🟦
Conduct of Chapter Meetings Team 2 (Jaelyn Bradley, Grady Nech,
Juno Tischner, Kenley Hausserman, Dakota Evans, Easton Frecks,
Cash Schnuerle) 🟦

High School:
Abbie Pool, Jr Public Speaking 🟪 (state qualifier) 
Brynlee Koch, Jr Public Speaking 🟦
Kaitlyn Bradley, Sr Public Speaking 🟦
Amy Luke, Sr Public Speaking, 🟥
Alee Shicksnider, Cooperative Speaking 🟪 (state qualifier)
Hannah Buss, Employment Skills ⬜️
Archer Goosic, Employment Skills 🟥
Hayden Deyle, Nat Resources Speaking 🟪(state qualifier)
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RPAC Art Competition Showcases
Alma’s Talent

                                                                                     Mrs. Kim Ritter, Art
   
   It’s Winter! That means it’s time for the RPAC Art Competition.
On January 21st, the RPAC Art Competition was held in Cambridge.
  Students representing Alma were Jocelyn Dunse, Aiden English,
Faith Christensen, Joshua Russell, Ashlyn Mulvihill, Haydenn
Kindler, Kelly Tayler, Kamryn Scott, Vaughn Fennel, Serenity Zade,
and Milah Boseck.
  Junior Vaughn Fennel received the Best in School Medal for his
white pencil drawing entitled Possibilities. Sophomore Kelly Tayler
was awarded 1st Honorable Mention for her watercolor
painting, Silently Free. Vaughn Fennel was also honored with 2nd
Honorable Mention for his acrylic painting, Whispers of Autumn
Light. The 3rd Honorable Mention recipient was junior Kamryn
Scott for her watercolor painting entitled Marsh Light.

 Congratulations to our students on their outstanding
achievements!

Big Growth, Little Learners
                                                                   Mrs. Maria Ehrke, First Grade

    First grade is officially back in the swing of things, and our
classroom is buzzing with learning! Each day, our students are
growing more confident and getting more and more ready to be
big second graders.
   We also recently hit a big milestone—100 days of school! And
just for fun, we didn’t stop there… We celebrated being 101 Days
Smarter with a 101 Dalmatians–themed day. From spots and smiles
to lots of laughs, it was a fun and clever way to celebrate how
much learning has already taken place this year.
In math, we are working hard on and exploring different ways to
show tens and ones in two-digit numbers. Using models, drawings,
and hands-on activities, our first graders are learning that
numbers can be shown in many ways—and they love showing
what they know!
   During reading and language time, students are learning about
contractions with “not”, such as can’t and won’t. In writing, we
are focusing on writing complete sentences with detail and
remembering to use correct punctuation and capitalization. It has
been exciting to see their writing grow stronger and more
expressive each week.
 Beyond academics, we are working on becoming more
independent, self-starting learners. From beginning tasks on their
own to taking pride in their work, it’s been so fun to watch their
confidence grow day by day.
   Oh, and did you know? All snowflakes start as a tiny hexagon,
which is why they always have six sides! We love sneaking in fun
facts and sparking curiosity whenever we can.
   First grade is full of growth, learning, and lots of fun—and we are
so proud of all our students are accomplishing. Second grade,
here we come! 🌟📚✏️

Speech Team Builds Momentum
Toward Conference Meet

                                                     Mrs. Courtney Stottler, Speech Team

   The Alma Speech Team is preparing for its upcoming conference
meet. The RPAC meet will be held at Medicine Valley High School
in Curtis, Nebraska.
  The team has enjoyed a successful season so far, competing at
the CNFL Meet in Grand Island, the Gothenburg Speech Meet, and
the Minden Speech Meet.   
   Students representing Alma Speech this year include: 

Lydia Sikes in Extemporaneous Speaking and Oral Interpretation
of Poetry 
Cloey Crooker in Informative Speaking
Faith Christensen in Oral Interpretation of Poetry
Gianna Schneider in Serious Prose
Tyler Hoard in Informative Speaking
Caden Reents in Informative Speaking 
Carson Stoelting in Extemporaneous Speaking.

    We wish these students the best of luck as they continue their
season at the conference meet.
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Counseling News

Book Madness is Back!

                                              Mrs. Brittney Biskup, Guidance Counselor

    Spring semester is always a busy time for the students and
myself. First off, at the end of the first semester we administered
our NWEA Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) tests. These
tests are integral to track our progress from first semester and
helps us understand what skills are still needing to be built before
our state testing later this spring. The teachers utilize this data
not only to place students into small groups in the elementary
but also guide advising and class placements in the high school. In
short, these tests are an important piece of your child’s education
and we always hope that students “do their best on the test.” The
students set goals in their Cardinal Communities around their
MAP scores and we were blown away with the results! Great job
to all! Mr. Hageman’s Cardinal Community won the elementary
goal challenge with the biggest average gain on the winter test
and Mr. Mahalek’s Community won the secondary contest. 
  Speaking of class placements, registration is just around the
corner for next year! The students in grades 9-11 will have
meetings with me individually during February to determine the
classes they will be registered for next school year. The 8th
graders and their parents will meet with me for planning for high
school on February 12th at 7:00 pm in the school library. This is
toward the end of Parent Teacher Conference evening. Each child
and one parent is required to attend in order to register for their
high school classes. It’s important to each student to choose not
only classes that interest them, but also classes that help them
achieve their goals both in high school and beyond. While many
students in eighth grade may not know their future careers, it’s
important to plan for the highest education possible so they are
ready to achieve any goals they set for themselves in the future.
In Alma we are fortunate that the students get to pre-register for
classes early, then the schedule is created from those requests.
It’s important for students to choose wisely since the schedule is
made to meet their needs! Last year we used our PowerSchool
program, “PowerScheduler” to create the schedule based on the
preregistered classes and 97% of the requests were met. We plan
to use the computer program to create the schedule again this
year, so it is important to choose wisely!
   Seniors are to the point of seeing all that planning and hard
work pay off for them with graduation just around the corner!
Senior parents, NOW is the time to dig out the old photo albums
and get your child’s pictures to Mrs. Biskup for graduation
preparation. A Google Drive has been opened with folders making
it easy for you and your senior to submit photos for graduation as
soon as possible! Many seniors are preparing for college by
applying for scholarships and putting final plans in place to enter
the next phase of life. Even though this is a challenging and busy
time, it’s also very exciting! Learning of college acceptance,
getting recognized through scholarship offers and seeing the
future unfold is the best part of senior year! 
   Besides scholarships, our students are benefitting from learning
life skills during the second semester. Guest speakers from the
community are sharing their expertise with students helping
them learn important information about Adulting. Some of our
speakers will be presenting on taxes, banking, credit, identity
theft, safety, volunteering, interviewing, insurance, etc. I am
excited to hear all the great information they will share. I hope by
May the students feel confident to tackle the adult world!

                                                        Mrs. Hannah Robison, Title Reading 

  This school year is flying by with March right around the corner.
March is National Reading Month. In my classroom, we celebrate
National Reading Month through Book Madness with a
tournament of books. I create a large bracket of books on the
wall in the hallway. We read each book in class and the students
get to vote for their favorite book to move on in the tournament.
I have done this for several years and the students are always very
excited for this activity. It is a fun and interactive way to get
students excited about reading. 

Pictured below is last year’s bracket.

   Finally, Elementary Skills for Growing classes brings a lot of fun
to my week. The classes are working on various skills right now
from active listening, size of problem, empathy and self esteem.
The sixth graders are working through a short unit on
understanding money and money management provided through
EverFi. There are so many life skills to teach, it keeps us busy.
Working with the elementary students is always fun and brings a
smile to my day!
  As always, if parents ever have any concerns or questions, I can
be reached easiest by email: Brittney.biskup@almacardinals.org.
The days are quite busy and the year always goes fast! Looking
forward to a successful spring semester! 

Building Skills and Sportmanship
                                                   Mrs. Jodie Schuller, Physical Education 

In Schuller’s physical education class, students in grades 4, 5, and
6 have been participating in pickleball and table tennis since the
beginning of January. They are learning the basic skills for each
activity while also practicing keeping score, following the rules,
and demonstrating good sportsmanship during gameplay. At the
same time, my kindergarten and first-grade students have been
focusing on jump-rope skills this last week of January. They have
been working hard, showing improvement in coordination and
timing, and are becoming more confident each day. If your young
child does not have a jump rope at home, it would make a great
gift for the Easter basket. As always, KEEP MOVING!

mailto:Brittney.biskup@almacardinals.org
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