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The story begins in 1855 when E.L. Clark, a native from Maine, arrived in Cannon Falls. He
was a carpenter by trade and was hired to finish the inside of the Falls House, which was
located where the Cannon Falls Laundromat is located currently on Main Street.

In 1856, Clark erected the first public school building, which was called The Basswood
Seminary since it was erected of basswood. The school was located at 721 west main street,
just south of highway 19 and west of the little Cannon River. In 1856 Clark became the first
teacher to open a public school in the village of Cannon Falls. The building was 16'x24’. Mr.
Clark taught 31 students.

Cannon Falls grew in population within the year and there was a need for a larger school. In

1857 a group of bachelors constructed a two story 28’x38' school on Hoffman street which
was located just west of Rod's Liquor's.

It was necessary to double the size of the school by 1875 as well as to build an additional one
room school on the north side of the river. It was located just east of Progressive Rail on the
east side of 7th street. (The blue house by the railroad tracks).

In 1877 there were 181 students enrolled in Cannon Falls which prompted another addition to
the Hoffman Street school house in 1880,

1880 also saw the first commencement celebrated with two graduate’s, Minnie Clifford and
Mamie Allyn.

By 1893 enrollment was so large (305 students) that the district purchased land for $750.00
and sold $15,000 worth of bonds to finance a new school. Local limestone was used which
defrayed cost. After the building was built the school house on Hoffman street and the school
house on the North side of town closed. The Hoffman Street schoolhouse became a cheese
factory.

In 1912 the school district added on to the 1883 building with an addition of the same size.
This building cost $12,000 to build. The first gym for the district was located on second floor
of this building, which later became the library.

1931 brought another addition to this complex which added the north half of the current gym
at the Community Center plus a stage for $43,000.

Continually growing, the school district added on again in 1949, This addition added the
south half of the gym at the Community Center plus three classrooms and a kitchen.

By 1954 the school district had 787 students and 32 teachers and ran nine bus routes with
the consolidation of 17 smaller districts and formed Cannon Falls School District #252. It also
brought another addition costing $300,000 which added six more classrooms and a cafeteria
and kitchen.



Two years later in 1956 another addition was added giving the complex five more classrooms,
district offices and locker rooms.

The high school got its own building in 1962 when the district bought thirty-three acres of
land on the east edge of town and built a 55,000 square foot structure for $800,000.

The Wastedo and Vasa school districts joined Cannen Falls in 1970 & 71. The Vasa building
was used for sixth grade for several years and was later sold in 1987. Students in various
grades went to Wastedo until 1989.

In 1973 thirty-seven more acres were bought adjacent to the high school and two new wings
were added for $1,647,380. The enrcllment then was 845 junior/senior high students, 811
elementary students and 90 teachers. The west wing included art rooms, music rooms,
industrial art areas a new gymnasium increased the locker rooms and added a wrestling room
and receiving area. The east wing included a new media center, district offices, board room,
science rooms and several classrooms.

On September 5th, 1989 a new Elementary School was opened its doors to about 965
preschool thru sixth grade students for a cost of $7,300,000.

In the 90-91 school year there were 826 elementary students, 625 jr/sr high students and 138
preschool students. The staff included 89 full time certified instructors, 130 classified and 5
administrative positions.

In 2008 a referendum for $21,000,000 was past for the remodeling of the Elementary school
and the Jr/Sr High school plus the addition of a field house, auditorium, weight room, locker
rooms, music department, larger wrestling room, atrium, construction shop area and
classroom, new kitchen and cafeteria and air conditioning were added to the high school plus
a new track, bleachers, two softball fields, a baseball field and concession stand plus a new
parking lot.
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CF school one of
earliest employers

by Kathy Erleson

One of tha earlest emplay-
ers in Cannon Falls was the
school  Setlors i the area
slared schools as soon as
thera ware encugh chidren 1o
teach. These were olten pri-
vale classas conducied a
moma lor an individual's own
children and nalghbors

E L Clak constructed the
fir st schood buiding in January
1856, accordnglo JeanMisty s
mistory 0 the “Chioncles of
Canngn Falls " Localed onthe
seuth sida of tha present High
way 19, onthg wes! s4a ol tha
Latle Cannon River, the 16524
sfructure  also served as a
meeling place lor tyceums
spating bees and thurchseny.
ies Clark laught 31 sludan's
inlhe buikhng calledihe “Bass
wood Semunary,” named aler
ihe DASSAOOO Loards that
formed s walls

Thenexlyear, a 28 x 38 two-
slory school was buill on
Holiman Streel, In 1864, when
1ha liegl county supenniendent
of schools was appoinied.
Cannon Falls had a faculty of
twoteachers The schoolbyid.
ing wasdoubled in 1875, and a
one-room school was buill on
tha city's north sida

Dunng ths tima, many of
the areas thal now make upihe
CF public schoo! distrct had
thair own small rurat distects
Ghataled by the Icwnships In
V804, Ihere were 87 crganized
school distingls in Goodhuo
County, mostol themene room
rutal schogls,

Wilbur H Scoleld was an
early teacher in one ol Lhese
smalldisteacts inSlanton Town-
ship Hekepladiary from 1861
Celading the pumerous dutiss
ol a lgacher in that era

Hi was pad $14 a month
that year, and stared wih
Eeven sludants, whosgd mnum-
bor grew 10 17 the following
year

Il sgemed (hal the leachar
was responsdle for galting a
schooibul and sen n:_?as.c:gd
uie for classes. Scoleld wrole
on Decembar 4

°| have been around loday
among our naightars withthe
anen and sled 1o got whoat 1o
L-..gch..-r:t.-cr 1or 8 1hode 1o cur
$Chool bouse . . | imend 1o
have schoal commence Mon-
day. d posstle | shall womk,

every day M the housa s
ready

Teachers clengoticomand
board fram the students’ par-
enls, maving from family lo
famdy Scolicd commentedon
this arrangement, "Boarding
around is nol very pleasant
espeCially in IFés distict, whare
the people have 10 'sluck’ thalr
chiidren upslass and whare |
will have 1o wafk a mie and a
hatl, | would rather pay my
board "

In 1877, therg were 161
studenis enrciad gl the schoc
in.Cannon Falls, prometi
Ao bo L Ut on The
Q5 gas] £
fisl commer
Caleh E1iid
raduales, Mg C

fama Allyn

By 1893, the schodl was
Bajrsting at #s seams with 305
slugents comng 1o schoolon a
spil schedula, halt inthe maemn-
ing and hall in the affarnaar

Thig e when Ihe docicion
Wias mada 1o buikd the oldost
pancl whatwanowca
alemantany tehaal Th
sold bonds [ar 515
bought the land for $ 750
NONT e S0Pl Was closss
and all Canngn Falls stidents
used s naw budding

In 1911, 8 high school add
1on was bullt {o the east ol the
lirst building When a gymna
SUMwas completod n 1931 &
a cosl ol E&E Q0. mew Il
began al the echool ® accord
ing 1o Jeannelle Burch a 1837
graduate

“Thare was aslage lorplays
— belore that wa could seathe
plays inthe assendly room ¢

W Pugh SChool, sdtina tad i |
SeatT recalled Burch. Tha e
Qym alsd provigad ef for
Spons "We dd exgiises
played guls’ baskoiball wils a
divadad ¢out, ¢ somg i
wih a huge heavy beowh b5
Maybe d was sooiar

€{.Jr-;n'5 graduming ciass
included seven boys and 26

girls The size of classes Qraw
substantially in 1952, when 17
e aby sChodl distnicls cons:
dated 10 lorm Dislrict 8252 By
1954, the dstrct had 787 sy
derts, 32 leachars. and rar
nng bys rouies
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A drng toom. kd
leact

gy Thees yoars ater, (ve
SIS wWire gaded,
e
wapal and
NGO NUTE &, ANQ CEA T Io0ms,
! @ cosl ol 3225 000
The high school gol ils own
buikfing in 1962, whan the dis-
il baughd 33 acres of land on
{ha east edge of fown and buill
8 55,000 sq N struclure for
£800 000

The WWasteoa and

Yasa

L I T el Canngn Fads
19 1971, The Vasa
schoolwasusedior sulhgrade
10T 54 ¥ WS S0
I
Ct I THELRCT Wil
wio fas o oy treat
AN ¢ 20 G erngtianatly and
behavraliy disablad studants.
In 1973, 37 more acres of

land wera Loughl adjacent 1o
thi high school and lwo new
wings wera bull, at a oot ol
§1,647.380, The entolmen|
then was B45 in Ihe pnior.
carudr high schos

SeEEl ty
Helererdurms 1o remadel or
tuskd & now elemertany school

ware lumad down in 1981 and
1983 Alter a strong comimo

26 shudants en-
. tementany school,
€25 in high schootl and 128 in

The stall for tha
Ja BS1ui-

g nstrucion posi-

nty campagn, a §7.3 mitlion
Lond Istue was passed in
Septembet, 1987, by & vota ol
32510 1,290
On Seplonber 5. 1989 the
PACOUS e S10a -0 -the- 40
wWiklng opaned s dodrs fo
about 805 sludanisinpreschoo
hugakgh Tinth grada
In tha 351 cchool year
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History Lesson - Cannon Falls Schools
- by Joan Risty -updated by Cindy Risty

Early schools were held in bams, an extra room of a dwelling,

the lean-to summer kitchen of a log house, or abandoned log cabins.

The first school constructed in Cannon Falls was built by E.L. Clark, January, 1856,

It was on the west side of the Little Cannon, on the south side of the present Highway 19,
Due to cold weather, a stove was placed on the ground and the building was built around it.
It was a 16' by 24' structure made with basswood boards placed upright and battened.

The school opened on the second Monday in January, having taken a week to be constructed.
There were 31 pupils. Mr. Clark was the teacher.

It was given a nickname, "Basswood Seminary,"

The building served as a school and the first meeting place in Cannon Falls,

It was used for church services, Iyceums, spelling bees and community events.

In 1857, a group of bachelors put together their skills to construct a school on Hoffinan Street.
It was a two-story building, 28 by 38 feet, located near the present Public Safety Building.
By 1875 it was necessary to double the size of this building.

A one-room school was built on the North Side and expanded two years later to two rooms,
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ling and new 500-seat auditorium in May. L to R: Danve

g

The Cannon Falls School held i groundbreaking ceremony for remode toR: Dn

Davisson, project coordinator; Mayor Glenn Weibel, committee chaiv Mark Sjoquist, assistant principal Beth I'r-iu_\l'.. § t; ;J'

Todd Sesker, committee member Randy Schneider, committee chair Lynee Schaefer, school board members Cathy lIunf:.-II .I.

Dougherty, Dick Peterson; city administrator Aaron Reeves, school board member Bob Brintnall, committee member Rox

anne Fiuten. The project was on schedole at year-end,
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Cannon Falls High School & Middle School
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SO IN CONCLUSION, CANNON FALLS SCHOOLS WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1856, NOT 1893

Cannon Falla

A
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Bomberg

gk 1856 :
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